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Introduction


The greatness of a nation and its moral progress
can be judged by the way its animals are treated.
Mahatma Gandhi







When we recall the deeds and sacrifices of soldiers during World War I, it’s important to also remember the contributions of soldiers of a different kind. During World War I, a menagerie of animals became honorary soldiers in all armies, including Australia’s and New Zealand’s. Whether for the sake of comfort, combat or ceremonial occasions, regiments adopted all types of species of animal, from the domestic canine to exotic primates.


Digger the dog is one Anzac mascot who made headlines. He was a dark-brown and white bulldog who accompanied his owner, Sergeant James Harold Martin, during his service overseas, both deserve recognition for their war service. Digger is said to have served three and a half years with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). Martin, an electrician from Hindmarsh in South Australia, enlisted on 18 September 1914, at the age of 22. Digger seems to have been a stray dog that attached himself to soldiers training at Broadmeadows and followed them down to the troopships. Martin adopted him as a mascot or pet, and they sailed from Melbourne on 20 October 1914. Martin served initially with the 1st Division Signal Company on Gallipoli but transferred to the 2nd Division Signal Company in July 1915. He remained with the company, attached to the Engineers, during his service on the Western Front in France and Belgium.


Digger ‘went over the top’ 16 times and experienced some of the worst battles on Gallipoli and the Western Front. He was wounded and gassed at Pozières in 1916, shot through the jaw – losing three teeth – was blinded in the right eye and deaf in the left ear. At the sound of a gas alarm, it was reported that Digger would rush to his nearest human companion to have his gas mask fitted. There are also accounts of how Digger would take food to wounded men stranded in no man’s land, sometimes bringing back written messages.


Martin returned to Australia on 12 May 1918 and was discharged medically unfit. Digger accompanied him, as strict quarantine regulations relating to the arrival of dogs from overseas did not come into force until June 1918. He and Digger settled in Sydney. As a result of his wounding in Pozieres, Digger needed cod liver oil for his burns. This was expensive so a photographic postcard of Digger, wearing the inscribed silver collar made for him on his return to Australia, with patriotic red, white and blue ribbons attached to it, was produced and the money raised from its sale used to buy the oil. It is said that the dog was also presented with a free tram and rail pass so that he could accompany Martin.


Digger died, as an old dog, on Empire Day (24 May – year not known) when he was frightened by the celebratory fireworks. Thinking he was under fire again, he attempted to jump the fence but failed and fell back with a burst blood vessel. Digger managed to crawl back into the house and died on Martin’s bed.


Animals have always been a vital part of military campaigns, but the role of mascots, also known as soldiers’ pets, has often been overlooked in historiography.


Animals in Australia and New Zealand – Part of the Social Fabric


New Zealand and Australia both share a love of animals directly inherited from colonial times, when their geographic isolation and relatively sparse populations relied on the horse as an essential component of the social, economic and military history of both countries. It was the mainstay of personal transportation, and the horse population grew as the settlers’ population grew. Likewise, the dog became essential to the early settlers; farm dogs were used in lieu of manpower. They became companions in isolated rural areas as well as workers.


In the early 20th century, both countries were emerging with national pride and sought national symbols to identify themselves. Australians used native animal mascots to do this; New Zealand not so much due to the lack of mammals. New Zealanders did, however, have domestic dogs and agricultural animals as part of the social fabric since early times. So, it was hardly surprising that soldiers from both countries adopted a variety of animals as mascots, as they represented both the spirit of a regiment and a reminder of home and better times.


The first military working dog recorded as being used by the New Zealand Army was Caesar in World War I, a bulldog who was part of A Company, 4th Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade. A dog could carry maps and larger reports than a pigeon could. They were, however, never as successful in these tasks as pigeons!
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Members of the NZ Rifle Brigade with Caesar, a bulldog.
(Auckland War Memorial Museum – Tāmaki Paenga Hira WW1 488)


An indication of the Anzac soldiers’ fondness of dogs was revealed in 1915 when a London newspaper correspondent commented that ‘you could almost stock a menagerie with the numerous animals that are treasured as mascots by the New Zealanders and Australians’. Photographic evidence backs this statement up: the ubiquitous mascot was readily seen on images, posters and postcards.


Mascots also influenced soldiers to write home about them. Hugh Lofting, the man who created the children’s book character Doctor Dolittle who could talk to animals, was inspired by a photograph of mascots belonging to British veterinary officers. Lofting served with the Irish Guards in World War I. When writing home to his children from the trenches during the 1914–1918 war, Lofting chose to protect them from the gruesome details of trench warfare. Instead, his letters featured the beginnings of the Dr Dolittle stories, allowing Lofting to create a bit of innocence amid the strife of the battlefield. Lofting was wounded in the war and eventually moved to Connecticut in the USA. His stories about Dr Dolittle enjoyed several incarnations on the stage and screen and he continues to be a beloved hero of fiction.


Official and Unofficial Mascot Animals


The word ‘mascot’ originates from the French term mascotte, which means lucky charm, and can be an animal, person or object adopted by a group as its representative symbol. The term ‘mascot animal’ is a term used in this book to cover all animals with whom interaction and companionship was enjoyed by soldiers during World War I.


The term ‘mascot’ includes all official regimental animals as well as the numerous unofficial mascots of a military unit. The former were paid for by the armed forces; this type of mascot was not an individual’s pet, which still comes under the definition of a mascot, but were members of a military establishment, chosen for symbolic or historic significance and expected to carry out specific ceremonial roles and duties. Like the soldiers they served alongside these official mascots had a regimental number, were fed and quartered from public funds and were a great source of pride to a regiment.


The unofficial mascots included those donated to a regiment but not paid for by the taxpayer; quite often they were gifted to a unit by a patron as a symbolic gesture to a regiment. Animals acquired by units or individuals on the way to war or in-situ were regarded as mascots or also known as trench pets. This group of mascots during World War I made an invaluable contribution to New Zealand and Australia’s troops as companions and dependable comrades in the trenches. This group consisted of a virtual Noah’s Ark of animals, ranging from dogs and cats, rats and insects to bears and primates.


Evidence of World War I Mascots


In 2017 when the National Archives in America completed a massive scanning project, locating 63,000 World War I photos from its records, the extensive collection took two years to place online. A majority of the collection contains images of soldiers participating in various stages of military life, but archivists noticed something else in the photos: animals. Further research discovered that many of the animals captured in black and white served as military mascots. This, in turn, resulted in public access and educational resources on the relatively unknown history of mascots within the armed forces.


There has been a recent emergence in academic studies acknowledging the combative role of animals in warfare. And research has shown that animals’ capabilities and actions have a significant effect on a conflict’s outcome. Their importance in history has been highlighted in the public arena in films like War Horse; 2017’s Megan Leavey, which portrays a military dog in a leading role; and Channing Tatum’s 2022 movie Dog. An animated film for children about a mascot called Sergeant Stubby, in 2020, tells the story of a stray dog found by American forces who saved them from disaster in France during World War I.


For this book, information was gathered from various sources – a combination of research, photographic evidence and interviews with military dog handlers and veterans from recent conflicts who have witnessed mascots in war zones. Content was also obtained from both Australian and New Zealand newspaper archives such as letters from the front and announcements made regarding troop departures and arrivals.


Another important source was postcard collections. Photographic postcards were a tradition before World War I, so it was only natural that this type of popular postcard imagery be adapted to new circumstances. Many mascots appeared on postcards; soldiers often found ways to creatively photograph them so that images from the front were not always easy to distinguish from studio shots taken back at home.


Original documents, artefacts created during World War I for mascots and extracts from soldiers’ diaries were also researched. Crucial details have been gleaned from defence department photographic evidence and original battlefield film footage from World War I. Finally, Department of Defence files and government documents plus physical uniforms and equipment used by mascots in collections were observed.


Recognition for Animals That Go to War


Historically, the human–animal bond is a mutually beneficial and dynamic relationship that is influenced by behaviours essential to the health and wellbeing of both. This includes, among other things, emotional, psychological and physical interactions of people and animals. It is therefore hardly surprising that soldiers have sought the companionship of animals in war.


A few books on the animal mascot history of Britain and the United States have been written, but this is not the case for Australia and New Zealand. This gap needs to be filled: we need to acknowledge animals’ military service, and to ensure an understanding of the value and role mascots played in World War I. Unlike Caesar, many of these animals never received any recognition for their wartime service and were largely forgotten.


Anzac Mascots aims to show the contributions Australian and New Zealand mascots made to warfare and individual soldiers during World War I, and the legacy of their involvement.


This book reveals that people alone did not win World War I; animals played a vital part. Animals, through their unwavering devotion and boundless affection, kept soldiers’ spirits high and provided a temporary link to normality and peace. Mascot animals had to adjust to the demands placed on them in war. This they did willingly, trusting that they would be provided in return with security, love and their essential needs.


And the animals who made it back from the front reminded troops of yesteryear’s comrades. Soldiers who did return from war have described mascots as comrades that stood beside them through terrible times in the trenches, who suffered with them, and were a link to their wartime friends; those who made it back to Australia and New Zealand, and those who didn’t.


Anzac Mascots explores animal mascots, both official and unofficial, that served in World War I, and aims to illustrate their purpose, how they were selected, what happened to them after the war and, finally, the far-reaching effects their prolific use had after the war.




[image: 019]


 CHAPTER 1




Military Mascot Traditions Up to World War I




In many ways customs are the valuable foundation of a unit or a corps; they are the esprit de corps, and they cannot be counted in terms of dollars – they are far too important. In the words of a famous general of the 1990s, Colin Powell, ‘...customs and traditions install a sense of belonging in the lives of young soldiers.’1


Even though this book focuses on Australian and New Zealand mascots, reflection on the British Forces’ historical use of mascots is important, as it directly influenced Anzac mascot traditions.


The British custom of having an animal as a troop’s lucky charm was adopted by the Anzacs even before the war, and when war came Australian and New Zealand soldiers adapted this tradition to represent their own country’s cultural heritage. Unfortunately, not all animals were suitable for the rigours of training and war with the troops and had to be redeployed.


World War I saw a quantum leap in the number of mascots taken to war, and it’s difficult to know just how many, but we do know that there were over a million animals on the front at any one time.


British Army Animals


In the British army, the custom of having a mascot appears to have begun during the American War of Independence. At the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775, a wild goat is thought to have strayed onto the battlefield and led the Royal Welch Fusiliers' colour party from the field. A goat has served with that regiment ever since. Other sources suggest the first mascot of the Welch Regiment was a pet goat owned by Major Thomas Gore-Brown of the 41st Regiment. It was killed at Bolan Pass in the first Afghan War (1839–1842).2 Either way, the Royal Welch has a long tradition of goat mascots.


In 1884, Queen Victoria presented the regiment with a Kashmir goat from her royal herd. Subsequently, the Royal Welch have obtained all their goat mascots as a gift from the monarch.3 Technically, this means they're not really mascots at all, but ranking members of the regiment. All the 1st Battalion’s goats are named William Windsor (Billy for short) and march at the head of the battalion in ceremonial events.4 Clearly, the purpose of a goat as a mascot, in this case, is to uphold a tradition.5 It was initially used as a food source, as during the Crimean War the goats were eaten by the soldiers.6


How these mascots were selected and what purpose they served included the conscious recognition of the unit’s heritage; for example, the selection of an exotic animal might stand for the journey or deployment a unit has taken in the past. In the British Fusiliers, the tradition of antelope mascots dates back 140 years, from when the Warwickshire Regiment was stationed in India in 1871. The name of the antelope, Bobby, remained unchanged for all subsequent animals inducted into the regiment.7


The first mascot goat photographed in New Zealand service appears in an image from the A and C companies of the 18th Royal Irish Regiment on parade at the Rutland Stockade, Wanganui, circa late 1860s.8 This is a perfect example of the British connection – both Australian and New Zealand forces frequently used this species as a mascot, with Nan being the mascot of the New Zealand Engineers in France during World War I.9 The tradition of having a goat mascot continued in World War I for New Zealand troops.




Captain Cook’s Voyage Companion


One of the first mascots associated with New Zealand was when Captain Cook famously voyaged to the Pacific aboard HMS Endeavour in 1768. Onboard was the ship’s goat. She sailed with Cook for three years, and for her service was given a silver collar. Cook was so fond of her that he took her home with him.10





The historical representation of home county regiments in Britain was another traditional way a mascot was chosen; for example, sheep are often used by the regiments of the agricultural regions of Derbyshire.


Irish wolfhounds were the favoured mascot of Irish units. Residents of New Zealand raised funds in 1915 for an Irish wolfhound for each of the three Irish Brigades based in the United Kingdom.11 It featured in a New Zealand newspaper article titled ‘Mascots for the Irish Brigade’, and represented the connection of colonial descendants to their Irish homeland.
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Goats have been used as mascots in New Zealand and other armies since the 18th century to bring luck and strengthen morale. (National Army Museum, London)


Other traditions are based on more practical reasons, such as two ferrets adopted by the 1st Battalion, the Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own).12 Their original purpose comes from World War I when soldiers used ferrets to forage for food, using their carnivorous habits to hunt rabbits for the soldiers to eat.13


Wolfhounds and ferrets are still traditionally used by those regiments today.14


The Tradition Continues in Australia and New Zealand


Mascots were an integral part of both Australian and New Zealand forces well before World War I; there was not a military camp or installation that did not have its quota of mascots. They went on manoeuvres, lined up on parades and sat next to generals in staff cars.15 Mascots were used for morale, regimental pride and therapy for injured troops.
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This photograph from a Queensland newspaper shows the fondness for native animals as mascots in the Australian army existed not just in wartime but in peacetime armies too. Troops of the 5th Light Horse Regiment and the koala mascot at Enoggera Camp in 1914. (The Queenslander, 19 December 1914)
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A kangaroo being given a drink on board a ship carrying Australian troops bound for the Boer War, 1899–1902. (AWM 129018)


In the Australian War Memorial Research Centre, the reference guidebook to the animals, souvenir collection, 1914, states: ‘Animals have played varying and significant roles in Australian military history from assisting in battle to providing company and building comradeship within a unit as a mascot.’16


Mascots had been present on ships and with colonial forces in both countries, both domestically in militias and in the Boer War albeit in fewer numbers. During the Boer War, the first official Australian animals ever sent to South Africa included a mascot collie and a regimental dingo. The collie, Bushie, was for propaganda, as after it had finished in South Africa it was to be gifted to the Queen.17


Bushie and the dingo were not the only Australian mascots to go: an opossum and a black swan went also. During the voyage the swan flew away, and the possum climbed up the rigging never to be seen again, and on arrival, the dingo ran off. Bushie, however, was used to entertain the troops in shows during the trip, and did make it to England but was eventually returned to Australia. It was noted that Bushie had therapeutic value when visiting hospitals and nursing homes in England.18


Leading up to World War I, British army regimental traditions still ran deep in Australia and New Zealand, so it’s understandable that many of the animals used as mascots were the same as that of the ‘Mother Country’: dogs, cats, mules, goats, horses and birds. A traditional British icon, the British bulldog, often featured on war posters.19
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Boer War nurses with Buller the mascot dog, brought back from South Africa in 1902. (AWM C1302466)

OEBPS/Images/imgaac60679254c.jpg
T A cataloque record for tis

(IBRATY.  book is available from the
LTBKARY  National Library of Australia






OEBPS/Images/012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img4c79bb1e4394.jpg
o —
BIG SKY PUBLISHING
‘www.bigskypublishing.com.au





OEBPS/Images/025.jpg





OEBPS/Images/028.jpg





OEBPS/Images/007.jpg





OEBPS/Images/024.jpg





OEBPS/Text/2nav.xhtml




 Table of Contents



 

 		Cover



		Halftitle



		Copyright



		Title



		Contents





		Introduction



		Chapter 1: Military Mascot Traditions Up to World War I



		Chapter 2: Anzacs and Their Animals in Egypt and Gallipoli



		Chapter 3: All Creatures Great and Small on the Western Front



		Chapter 4: Mascot Roles Away from the Front



		Chapter 5: Anzac Mascots After the War and Their Legacies



		Conclusion



		Abbreviations



		Glossary



		Bibliography



		About the Author



		Endnotes



 



 



OEBPS/Images/img50519885a394.jpg
All Creatures Great and
Small of World War |

ﬁaszcgg | )

J
Nigel Allsopp





OEBPS/Images/026.jpg





OEBPS/Images/019.jpg





