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Welcome to THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES


AS THE OWNER of a particular type of dog — or someone who is thinking about adopting one — you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can't be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category which include The Everything®Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.


Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com









THE EVERYTHING® Dachshund Book

Dear Reader,

The decision to bring a puppy or a rescued dachshund into your life is a very exciting one! For the novice dachshund owner, I've included everything you need to know about the dachshund and its care in this book, so that your life with your new canine companion is long, healthy, and enjoyable.

For those of you who are seasoned dachshund owners, I've scoured all sorts of unique sources for information on the breed — from art history archives to emerging veterinary research, and much more — in hopes of offering you fun and interesting nuggets of information that you might not have known otherwise.

Working on this book has been an incredible pleasure, mostly because I have found dachshund owners to be as fun and unique as dachshunds themselves. When you walk down the street with a dog twice as long as he is tall, you'll find that you have joined an exclusive alliance of owners. What fun!

It is my sincerest hope that you find this book an entertaining, informative, and helpful reference for years to come. Enjoy your new dachshund, and please give the wiener dog a pat for me.

With best regards,
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Dedication:


This book is dedicated to “G.I. Joe,” the best dachshund ever.
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Height: Miniatures, 5–6 inches; standards, 8–9 inches



	

Weight: Miniatures, 11 pounds and under; standards, 16–32 pounds; “tweens,” more than 11 pounds and less than 16 pounds



	

Head: Slightly arched muzzle with almost imperceptible stop (curve between eyes to muzzle), dark, almond-shaped eyes



	

Ears: Set high on head, moderate in length, rounded



	

Feet: Tight, compact with well-arched toes



	

Tail: Follows the line of the back and is not curved, kinked, or twisted



	

Coat: Smooth, long, or wire. Colors include solids (red, sable, cream); tan with black, chocolate, fawn, gray, or wild boar; single and double dapples; brindle



	

Topline: Long, as straight as possible, muscular



	

Movement: Fluid and smooth with drive of rear legs matching reach of forelegs



	

Temperament: Active, clever, and courageous; protective of family, home, and yard; tolerant (and even friendly) with children, strangers, and dogs if socialized from an early age
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Introduction


WELCOME to the world of dachshunds! This is a breed that will love you, challenge you, make you laugh, and make you cry. They are clever, comical, and tenacious. If you ever wanted a challenge that came dressed in a dog suit, this is probably it.

Puppies don't come preprogrammed to develop into model canine citizens. This book is therefore designed to help you understand the dachshund as a breed. It gives you the tools you will need to select, care for, and raise a terrific puppy or to adopt a rescued adult dog.

As you may already know, today's dachshund is the result of centuries of breeding for a formidable hunter (or huntress) with the courage to hunt den-dwelling animals, particularly the badger. Today's dachshund still possesses many of her ancestors' qualities, which can make for interesting situations in a family pet. For example, you may find that a dachshund is more likely to chase after rabbits, foxes, and other wild creatures than other breeds of dogs. You may also discover that the dachshund has “selective” hearing while in hot pursuit of a creature. The dachshund may also be more likely to dig immense holes in your yard in search of underground creatures and to bark at nearly anything that moves.

Of course, true dachsie lovers find most of the dachshund's strong hunting instincts endearing. Many more are learning the sheer fun of channeling these instincts into activities where a dachshund can earn titles, such as field trials, hunting, and Earthdog tests.

Dachshunds are actually one of the most versatile breeds, as far as performance events are concerned. This breed can participate not only in hunting-based activities but also in agility, obedience, conformation, flyball, or tracking. You name it, the dachshund can probably do it — and do it well!

Training the dachshund does require patience, a lot of back-bending, and a positive, upbeat attitude. This is not a breed that responds well to harsh treatment. For that reason, this book goes into detail on how to train your dachshund using the principles of operant conditioning — in a positive, reward-based manner.

Another critical point to keep in mind is that in order to find a healthy, well-tempered, sound puppy or dog, you must be prepared for a hard search. It cannot be emphasized enough that an impulse decision to buy a puppy from a breeder whom you don't know — and who doesn't know much about dachshunds — can be disastrous. A poorly bred dachshund is susceptible to a myriad of hereditary diseases, many of which are chronic and/or fatal. Additionally, getting the “right” temperament is key in owning a great dog; unfortunately the poorly bred dachsie is often seriously lacking in this quality. So do your homework. Find a great breeder who has tested his breeding stock for hereditary diseases and whose dogs have not only wonderful temperaments but also the conformation qualities that make for a sound, healthy dachshund.

Even a puppy with all the necessary components for a great canine companion (health, temperament, soundness) will only reach its full potential if you invest time and effort into building a strong bond and healthy relationship. Dachshunds must be socialized with people of all sizes, ages, and races, often a lifelong endeavor. Additionally, the dachshund requires an owner who is willing to include the dog in his or her everyday life activities — the dachshund doesn't accept being left out of anything — and someone who can gently but firmly establish a leadership role with the dog. As a wannabe “ruler,” the dachshund responds best to an owner who is also a good parent.

Are dachshunds great dogs? Yes! Are they fun, lively, and liable to keep you on your toes? Absolutely! Is this the breed for you? Very possibly. Just remember as you weigh the pros and cons of the breed that the dachshund does not believe it is a small or compact dog. This is truly a breed with moxie! If you choose to own a dachshund, choose wisely. You will be rewarded with a lifetime of devotion and fun.





CHAPTER 1


The World of Dachshunds


EVERYBODY LOVES the wiener dog. Originally bred as one of the most tenacious and courageous hunting dogs of all time, since the early 1900s the dachshund has also become recognized as one of the most popular companion dogs. With its unique physique, athleticism, intelligence, entertaining character, and big-dog-in-a-little-body attitude, the dachshund offers tremendous versatility as both a pet and a performance dog.


A Dog with a Purpose

The dachshund is one of the world's most distinctive dog breeds. The dachsie's elongated body, short legs, and sleek hound head are unmistakable. This is one breed whose original purpose played a key role in literally shaping the dog physically and also continues to affect its character today.

In Germany, the literal translation of dachshund is badger dog (Dachs + Hund). The first mention of a badger-hunting dog was made in the 1500s. What's important to realize is that the dachshund of the 1500s was not a purebred. A dog known as a dachshund was simply a dog — of any breeding — with the courage and tenacity to go to ground and corner one of the earth's vilest creatures: the badger. Coat color, patterning, lineage — none of this mattered to the individual who was hunting badgers. The hunter simply wanted the best possible dog for the job, so he would breed — or search out puppies from the breeding of — two dogs that performed this job well.

Through this manner of selective breeding, the characteristics of the ideal badger dog were effectively created. This ideal was a short-legged, longer-bodied dog with the ability to track game, fit into a badger's den, and then corner and hold the badger until the hunter could dig down to finish it off.
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What other names are there for this so-called badger dog?


The dachshund goes by many names: dachsie, doxie, dox, wiener dog, hot dog, long dog, and carpet shark, to name a few. In Germany, there's dachshund, dachsel, dackel, and teckel.




Badger Dogs of Germany

German foresters originally used dachshunds to hunt badger, but they quickly discovered that these dogs were excellent trackers, too, that could be used to locate deer wounded during the hunt. This was an important skill. No matter how good the bowman, inevitably a deer would be hit with an arrow and run a great distance, losing the hunters before eventually dying. Dachshunds are still used to track wounded deer today.

Over the years, the dachshund proved to be an extremely versatile hunter, used to hunt fox and rabbit. Packs of dachshunds hunted wild boar. It is said that the dachshund would even perform water retrieves with fowl.

Tracing Roots

But where exactly did this little dog with a big heart and so much talent come from? No one knows for certain what breeds were used in developing the dachshund. However, it is believed that the braque or bracke — a smaller, pointing-style hunting dog commonly found in Europe at the time — was a progenitor of many hunting dogs found today with long or pendulous ears, such as basset hounds, bloodhounds, and the dachshund. The braque may have been crossed with the German pinscher, a smooth-coated, vermin-killing breed that was popular in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The Turnspit Dog

Reaching even further back in history, we find that another dog may have had input in the development of the dachshund. Now extinct, this dog belonged to a type called a “turnspit.” The turnspit, at one time found all over Europe, walked on treadmill in order to turn a spit loaded with roasting meat. In the 1500s, the dog was described as having a long body and short legs, not standing more than ten inches tall. In the mid-1700s, it was noted that turnspit dogs came in short and long haired varieties with grizzled or spotted coats and that the dogs possessed crooked legs.

The mention of crooked legs in relation to turnspits could be significant. In paintings of the dachshund up through the mid-1800s, members of the breed are shown with extremely crooked front legs, too. According to one canine historian, the only initial difference between the turnspit and the dachshund could have been the owner (peasant or nobleman) and the dog's purpose in life (turning a spit or sport hunting).
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Dachshunds quickly became recognized as the dog of German and Austrian nobility. Those who were privileged to own dachshunds did not part easily with their puppies, except perhaps as gifts to those of equal social rank and power.



Long-bodied, short-legged dogs the size of dachshunds and turnspits could also be found in other parts of the world. It is reported that Native American tribes owned turnspit-like dogs as late as the mid-1800s. However, few mentions of these dogs have been recorded in any detail, so very little is known about how these dogs reached North America or how long ago.


Breed Standards

What ensures consistency in the form, function, and temperament of any dog breed, including the dachshund, is the breed standard. A breed standard is a detailed description of what a particular pure-bred's temperament should be like, what kinds of drives it should have, what it should look like, how it should move, and any other pertinent details and characteristics for that breed. The standard is written and approved by the parent club, or the national club that is a member of the American Kennel Club.

For the dachshund, the Dachshund Club of America, Inc. (DCA), is the parent club. The following standard, voted upon and approved by club members, serves as a guideline for judges evaluating dogs for conformation awards in the show ring. It is also the standard of perfection all breeders should strive to attain.


General Appearance


Low to ground, long in body, and short of leg, with robust muscular development, the skin is elastic and pliable without excessive wrinkling. Appearing neither crippled, awkward, nor cramped in his capacity for movement, the Dachshund is well balanced with bold and confident head carriage and intelligent, alert facial expression. His hunting spirit, good nose, loud tongue, and distinctive build make him well suited for below-ground work and for beating the bush. His keen nose gives him an advantage over most other breeds for trailing. Note: Inasmuch as the Dachshund is a hunting dog, scars from honorable wounds shall not be considered a fault.


Size, Proportion, Substance


Bred and shown in two sizes, standard and miniature, miniatures are not a separate classification but compete in a class division for “11 pounds and under at 12 months of age and older.” Weight of the standard size is usually between 16 and 32 pounds.


Head


Viewed from above or from the side, the head tapers uniformly to the tip of the nose. The eyes are of medium size, almond-shaped and dark-rimmed, with an energetic, pleasant expression; not piercing; very dark in color. The bridge bones over the eyes are strongly prominent. Wall eyes, except in the case of dappled dogs, are a serious fault. The ears are set near the top of the head, not too far forward, of moderate length, rounded, not narrow, pointed, or folded. Their carriage, when animated, is with the forward edge just touching the cheek so that the ears frame the face. The skull is slightly arched, neither too broad nor too narrow, and slopes gradually with little perceptible stop into the finely formed, slightly arched muzzle. Black is the preferred color of the nose. Lips are tightly stretched, well covering the lower jaw. Nostrils well open. Jaws opening wide and hinged well back of the eyes, with strongly developed bones and teeth. Teeth — Powerful canine teeth; teeth fit closely together in a scissors bite. An even bite is a minor fault. Any other deviation is a serious fault.


Neck


Long, muscular, clean-cut, without dewlap, slightly arched in the nape, flowing gracefully into the shoulders.


Trunk


The trunk is long and fully muscled. When viewed in profile, the back lies in the straightest possible line between the withers and the short, very slightly arched loin. A body that hangs loosely between the shoulders is a serious fault. Abdomen — Slightly drawn up.


Forequarters


For effective underground work, the front must be strong, deep, long, and cleanly muscled. Forequarters in detail: Chest — The breastbone is strongly prominent in front so that on either side a depression or dimple appears. When viewed from the front, the thorax appears oval and extends downward to the midpoint of the forearm. The enclosing structure of well-sprung ribs appears full and oval to allow, by its ample capacity, complete development of heart and lungs. The keel merges gradually into the line of the abdomen and extends well beyond the front legs. Viewed in profile, the lowest point of the breast line is covered by the front leg. Shoulder Blades — Long, broad, well laid back, and firmly placed upon the fully developed thorax, closely fitted at the withers, furnished with hard yet pliable muscles. Upper Arm — Ideally the same length as the shoulder blade and at right angles to the latter, strong of bone and hard of muscle, lying close to the ribs, with elbows close to the body, yet capable of free movement. Forearm — Short; supplied with hard yet pliable muscles on the front and outside, with tightly stretched tendons on the inside at the back, slightly curved inwards. The joints between the forearms and the feet (wrists) are closer together than the shoulder joints, so that the front does not appear absolutely straight. Knuckling over is a disqualifying fault. Feet — Front paws are full, tight, compact, with well-arched toes and tough, thick pads. They may be equally inclined a trifle outward. There are five toes, four in use, close together with a pronounced arch and strong, short nails. Front dewclaws may be removed.


Hindquarters


Strong and cleanly muscled. The pelvis, the thigh, the second thigh, and the metatarsus are ideally the same length and form a series of right angles. From the rear, the thighs are strong and powerful. The legs turn neither in nor out. Metatarsus — Short and strong, perpendicular to the second thigh bone. When viewed from behind, they are upright and parallel. Feet, Hind Paws — Smaller than the front paws with four compactly closed and arched toes with tough, thick pads. The entire foot points straight ahead and is balanced equally on the ball and not merely on the toes. Rear dewclaws should be removed. Croup — Long, rounded and full, sinking slightly toward the tail. Tail — Set in continuation of the spine, extending without kinks, twists, or pronounced curvature, and not carried too gaily.


Gait


Fluid and smooth. Forelegs reach well forward, without much lift, in unison with the driving action of hind legs. The correct shoulder assembly and well-fitted elbows allow the long, free stride in front. Viewed from the front, the legs do not move in exact parallel planes, but incline slightly inward to compensate for shortness of leg and width of chest. Hind legs drive on a line with the forelegs, with hocks (metatarsus) turning neither in nor out. The propulsion of the hind leg depends on the dog's ability to carry the hind leg to complete extension. Viewed in profile, the forward reach of the hind leg equals the rear extension. The thrust of correct movement is seen when the rear pads are clearly exposed during rear extension. Feet must travel parallel to the line of motion with no tendency to swing out, cross over, or interfere with each other. Short, choppy movement, rolling or high-stepping gait, close or overly wide coming or going are incorrect. The Dachshund must have agility, freedom of movement, and endurance to do the work for which he was developed.


Temperament


The Dachshund is clever, lively, and courageous to the point of rashness, persevering in above- and below-ground work, with all the senses well developed. Any display of shyness is a serious fault.


Special Characteristics of the Three Coat Varieties


The dachshund is bred with three varieties of coat: (1) Smooth, (2) Wirehaired, (3) Longhaired, and is shown in two sizes, standard and miniature. All three varieties and both sizes must conform to the characteristics already specified. The following features are applicable for each variety.



Smooth Dachshund




Coat — Short, smooth, and shining. Should be neither too long nor too thick. Ears not leathery. Tail — Gradually tapered to a point, well but not too richly haired. Long sleek bristles on the underside are considered a patch of strong-growing hair, not a fault. A brush tail is a fault, as is also a partly or wholly hairless tail. Color of Hair — Although base color is immaterial, certain patterns and basic colors predominate. One-colored dachshunds include red (with or without a shading of interspersed dark hairs or sable) and cream. A small amount of white on the chest is acceptable, but not desirable. Nose and nails — black.

Two-colored Dachshunds include black, chocolate, wild boar, gray (blue), and fawn (Isabella), each with tan markings over the eyes, on the sides of the jaw and underlip, on the inner edge of the ear, front, breast, inside and behind the front legs, on the paws and around the anus, and from there to about one-third to one-half of the length of the tail on the underside. Undue prominence or extreme lightness of tan markings is undesirable. A small amount of white on the chest is acceptable but not desirable. Nose and Nails — in the case of black dogs, black; for chocolate and all other colors, dark brown, but self-colored is acceptable.


Dappled Dachshunds — The “single” dapple pattern is expressed as lighter-colored areas contrasting with the darker base color, which may be any acceptable color. Neither the light nor the dark color should predominate. Nose and nails are the same as for one and two-colored Dachshunds. Partial or wholly blue (wall) eyes are as acceptable as dark eyes. A large area of white on the chest of a dapple is permissible. A “double” dapple is one in which varying amounts of white coloring occur over the body in addition to the dapple pattern. Nose and Nails: as for one and two-color dachshunds; partial or wholly self-colored is permissible.

Brindle is a pattern (as opposed to a color) in which black or dark stripes occur over the entire body although in some specimens the pattern may be visible only in the tan points.



Wirehaired Dachshund




Coat — With the exception of jaw, eyebrows, and ears, the whole body is covered with a uniform tight, short, thick, rough, hard outer coat but with finer, somewhat softer, shorter hairs (undercoat) everywhere distributed between the coarser hairs. The absence of an undercoat is a fault. The distinctive facial furnishings include a beard and eyebrows. On the ears the hair is shorter than on the body, almost smooth. The general arrangement of the hair is such that the wirehaired Dachshund, when viewed from a distance, resembles the smooth. Any sort of soft hair in the outercoat, wherever found on the body, especially on the top of the head, is a fault. The same is true of long, curly, or wavy hair, or hair that sticks out irregularly in all directions. Tail — Robust, thickly haired, gradually tapering to a point. A flag tail is a fault. Color of Hair — While the most common colors are wild boar, black and tan, and various shades of red, all colors are admissible. A small amount of white on the chest, although acceptable, is not desirable. Nose and Nails — same as for the smooth variety.



Longhaired Dachshund




Coat — The sleek, glistening, often slightly wavy hair is longer under the neck and on the forechest, the underside of the body, the ears, and behind the legs. The coat gives the dog an elegant appearance. Short hair on the ear is not desirable. Too profuse a coat, which masks type, equally long hair over the whole body, a curly coat, or a pronounced parting on the back are faults. Tail — Carried gracefully in prolongation of the spine; the hair attains its greatest length here and forms a veritable flag. Color of Hair — Same as for the smooth Dachshund. Nose and Nails — Same as for the smooth.

The foregoing description is that of the ideal Dachshund. Any deviation from the above-described dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation, keeping in mind the importance of the contribution of the various features toward the basic original purpose of the breed.


Disqualification  —  Knuckling over of front legs


Approved April 7,1992



Effective May 27,1992


Reprinted in full form with permission from the Dachshund Club of America (DCA).


European Standards

The oldest dachshund club in the world is, of course, the German Dachshund Club (or DTK, for Deutsche Teckelklub e.V. 1888), which was founded in 1888. The breed standard of the German Dachshund Club is very similar to that of the DCA, with the exception that the German club recognizes three sizes of dachshunds: large, miniature, and rabbit size. Additionally, instead of using weight to determine the size classification for the dachshund, the German club measures the circumference of the dog's chest when it is fifteen months old.

Before a German dachshund can be approved for breeding, it must have been judged on its conformation and temperament and received a “Very Good” rating (or higher). The dog also must have been tested for progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) and be cleared of the disease. Dogs meeting these criteria must be at least fifteen months old before they can be bred.
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The North American Teckel Club (NATC) follows the DTK's breed standard and breeding requirements and also offers some of the DTK's hunting tests and titles. The DTK is the NATC's parent club, and as such, NATC-registered dogs meeting DTK breed standard and breeding requirements can also be registered with the DTK.




Three Coats

The dachshund can have one of three different coats: smooth (or shorthair), longhair, and wirehair. Though the first known reference to a wirehaired dachshund doesn't appear until 1797 (making it the most recent of coat types), it is possible that the smooth and longhaired coats could have been present from the outset of the badger dog in the 1500s. (Remember that the turnspit dogs had both coats.)

It is quite possible, too, that longhaired spaniels or other gun-dog types were crossed into the badger dog for heightened hunting instincts or skills, and the longer coat type was introduced at a slightly later date as part of these breeding practices. Regardless of the exact century in which it first appeared, the longhaired coat had reportedly gained considerable favor by the 1800s and has held onto that popularity even today.

The wirehaired dachshund has a soft undercoat, covered by a wiry, rough outercoat. As noted previously, this coat type may have been present in the 1700s; however, today's wirehaired dachshunds are thought to have descended from crosses between smooth-coated dachshunds and German wirehaired pinschers (and possibly rough-coated terriers) sometime in the late 1800s.
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Dachshunds come in three different coat types: wirehair, longhair, and smooth.


Though the wirehaired dachshund has the classic, hard coat that would seem to make it a favored choice among hunters, any dog with a wire coat was apparently stigmatized as a workingman's dog, at least in Victorian England. Artist John Sargent Noble, who was known for his portrayal of “a story within a painting,” captured this social statement in his Pug and Dachshund (1875). In the painting, a wirehaired dachshund stands on a staircase looking up at a pug, the breed commonly associated with royalty and wealth at the time. The dachshund is restrained by a leash (whereas the pug is free), and the dachshund stands subserviently with a tin cup tied to its neck, implying that it is begging. In this particular painting, the wirehaired dachshund seems to be treated with reproach by the pug. It's interesting to note, however, that in pet portraits, which became quite popular among the wealthy during the Victorian era, the dachshunds are smooth or longhaired.


A Dog of Many Colors

You've probably seen a lot of two-colored dachshunds, such as the black with tan markings or “points” (similar to a rottweiler's), and the “wild boar” coloring of the wirehaired dachshund. But did you know there are seven colors and five different color patterns in the dachshund?
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In some lines of double-dapple dachshunds, there have been incidences of varying degrees of vision and hearing loss (even blind and deaf dogs), and abnormally small or missing eyes. If you choose to purchase a double-dapple dachshund puppy, be aware that your dog may be at increased risk of serious vision or hearing problems that may not be discovered until the pup is older.



A color pattern is the way in which a color can appear in a dog's coat. For example, “brindle” is the presence of dark tiger-like striping over a lighter color, such as black over red. A “point” is a base coat that has black hairs mixed in with it, giving the coat a darker color. The following is a list of the many possible colors and color patterns dachshunds may have:


	

Solids: The color may be solid or point.


	
Red



	
Cream







	

Two-color: Solid color features tan markings above eyes, on the muzzle, chest, paws, under the tail, and under ear flaps.


	
Black and tan



	
Chocolate and tan



	
Blue (gray) and tan



	
Isabella (fawn) and tan



	
Wild boar (dark outer coat/lighter undercoat) and tan







	

Brindle: Dark or black stripes go over the entire body or only in the tan points.



	

Dapple



	

Single: Patches of lighter coat color on the darker coat; dog may have blue eyes and a large area of white on the chest.



	

Double: Includes patches of light and dark coat, as well as patches of white; dog may have blue eyes.







	

Piebald: Coat is white with large splashes of color.






Two Sizes and a Tweenie

The American Kennel Club (AKC) recognizes two sizes of dachshund: miniature (mini), which must weigh 11 pounds (or under) at twelve months; and standard, which typically weigh between 16 and 30 pounds at twelve months. There are also “tweenies.” The latter is not an official or recognized size but rather an affectionate name given to all those dachshunds too big to be minis but not big enough to be standards. These dogs are not show quality. In fact, if a dog falls between a miniature and a standard in size, it is typically considered the result of inexperienced or poor breeding. Can you find a great family pet in a tweenie? Certainly! However, be advised the tweenie puppy runs a much higher risk of suffering from inherited (genetic) diseases, chronic poor health (particularly skin and allergy problems), and a potentially lousy temperament.

Standard dachshunds are considered the “original” dachshund because, historically, these larger dogs were used to hunt wild boar, badgers, and fox. They are still used today to hunt some game, trail wounded deer, and work as falconry dogs. Standards are unusually powerful for their height. Since the standard dachshund has only a height and weight minimum, with an optimum size suggested by the breed standard, this means you can find big standard dachshunds, tipping the scales at 40 pounds — and this isn't fat we're talking about! That's one large wiener dog.

The miniature dachshund evolved due to the popularity of rabbit-hunting in Germany and the desire to develop a burrow-hunting dog with the ability to fit into the smaller rabbit holes. This smaller dachshund is thought to have been established by the late 1800s, as artwork of the time shows many examples of miniatures with hares.
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The dachshund's deep chest and long, tubular body house the dog's unusually large lungs. These larger-than-normal lungs enable the dachshund to hunt underground, where air may be limited, and also to produce a deep, loud, and prolonged bark that helps their owners locate them during the hunt.




The Real Wiener

It's always wise to weigh the pros and cons of a breed before falling headfirst in love. If you read through the cons and still feel the dachshund is the breed for you, continue in your search! This book describes how to purchase the best puppy or adopt an adult dachsie who is a perfect match for you. Even if you're not sure you can handle some of the drawbacks of the breed, look further into this book for solutions. If you think you can provide the right home for a dachshund and you're willing to be flexible and work to meet the dog's needs, you're already halfway there.

Why People Are Crazy about Dachsies

There are many reasons that some people would never consider owning any dog other than a dachshund. Aside from their affectionate and snuggly demeanor, loyal and protective attitude, and their unique appearance, people also love dachshunds because they have all these qualities as well:


	
Courage



	
Feisty nature



	
Expressiveness



	
Intelligence



	
Versatility



	
Small, compact size



	
Beauty, with many different colors and types of coats



	
Outstanding companions as trackers and hunters



	
Good with children if raised with them





Dachshunds also have moderate exercise needs and typically have a long lifespan.

Why Dachshunds Drive People Crazy

On the other hand, the dachshund is famous for other reasons that have certain people tearing their hair out from time to time. Dachshunds may be more difficult to housetrain than some other types of dogs, and they often need constant vigilance to prevent excessive jumping. Some of the dachshunds' other less-loveable traits include the tendency to do any or all of the following:


	
Bark all the time



	
Love to dig and chew



	
Enjoy rolling in dung and dead things



	
Require time-consuming coat care (longhaired and wirehaired)



	
Shed constantly (shorthaired)



	
Smell like musky “wet dog” when not wet



	
Hunt everything, including the family hamster



	
Be overly protective, possessive, and territorial



	
Act aggressively toward other dogs



	
Act aggressively toward or be fearful of children





In addition, dachshunds are prone to medical problems such as obesity, and they are more likely to suffer from certain chronic diseases than other types of dogs. They are prone to spinal injuries that can lead to paraplegia. They are also predisposed to contract many potentially deadly diseases and disorders, including incurable skin disorders and eye disorders that can cause blindness.
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The dachshund is chondrodystrophoid, which means the breed has abnormal cartilage development. A dachshund's skeleton is similar to a skeleton with the human form of this abnormality (commonly known as dwarfism), in that the dog's legs are very short with an enlargement of the ends of the bones and curvatures of the shaft.



What Do You Think?

Now that you've read the long list of challenges that come with the dachshund breed, consider this tip. Many of the serious problems that are listed for the dachshund can be averted if you purchase your puppy through a knowledgeable, reputable breeder. You'll read more about breeders (and how to find them) in Chapter 3.

As for the adult dachshund you are considering adopting, if she has any chronic diseases or disorders, she will most likely already be old enough for these conditions to have presented themselves. (Critically ill dogs will not be available for adoption.) You can then decide if you have the time, energy, and money to keep up with the dog's medical requirements. You will also be able to tell whether an adult dog has a sweet or a sour temperament — and most likely the sour one won't be up for adoption.

So, what do you think? Are you dachshund ready? Then read on!





CHAPTER 2


Before You Buy


YOU LOVE THE WAY the dachshund looks. You get a kick out of the “doxie moxie” attitude, and you're pretty sure the dachshund would be a good fit for your lifestyle, home, and family. But would it really? The dachshund is a bit more complex than other dogs. Though these dogs do make excellent companions for many people, the breed does require copious amounts of patience, love, training, flexibility, and commitment.


Are You Dachsie Ready?

How do you really know whether a dachshund will fit into your lifestyle and home? First, you'll want to take a look at how a puppy, adolescent, or adult dachshund would impact your life. All these life stages have their benefits, and some have a few more challenges than you might expect. Next, you'll want to examine what kind of person you are and how your character relates to your ability to incorporate a dachshund into all facets of your life (possibly for the next twelve to fifteen years). You'll also want to look at the typical expenses of a dachshund to see if this breed is affordable. And lastly, it's important to objectively look at your lifestyle both on and off the job. Some jobs simply aren't flexible enough to be pet-friendly or you may find that you'll have to rethink your after-work or weekend social life.


The Joys and Demands of a Puppy

There's no denying that the dachshund puppy is one of the most adorable creatures on earth. Whether his coat is smooth, long, or wire, a wiener puppy is downright irresistible. There's a reason for this. If these puppies weren't so incredibly charming, well, let's just say it might be harder to live with the antics that go along with that dachsie baby cuteness.
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If you find that caring for a dachshund is much more complicated than you'd first thought, don't despair. Where there's a will, there's always a way. Finding a solution boils down first to identifying potential problem areas and second to coming up with solutions to make life with a dachshund not only workable, but enjoyable, too.



Basic Training

If you bring home a puppy, you'll need to housetrain him. Since a young pup can't “hold it” through the night, you'll need to wake up in the middle of the night so your pup can relieve himself. You'll also need to be available during the day for these same duties, or make sure you can depend on a family member or friend. If this is impossible, you'll need to contract a pet-sitter or pet-walker to help out until the puppy gets older.

Dachshund puppies must be socialized. That means you must introduce your puppy to several new, friendly strangers every day for the first several months and, once your pup is fully vaccinated, visit several new locations each week. This isn't much of a problem for anyone with easy access to parks, playgrounds, shopping areas, pet stores, and other areas where people gather. If you live in a more rural or secluded area, socializing your dachshund will take more time and effort.

Basically, puppies will have no manners whatsoever; they don't come knowing how to behave in a home. You have to teach them. This includes teaching skills like not biting, not scratching, not jumping up, and not whining for scraps, as well as more formal manners, or obedience.

As a dachsie owner, you must be prepared to be the gentle leader from day one, without any exceptions. The best way to establish leadership without suffering any confrontations with your dachshund — ever — is for the two of you to attend training classes. This, of course, costs money — but the benefits are well worth the price! If you want to bring a puppy into your life, you'll need to commit time and money to these training sessions.
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