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  Introduction

  Every outdoorsman and woman knows that paracord is the number one item you don’t want to be caught without when camping. It is incredibly strong and useful in many situations, but it isn’t always easy to carry it around in a bundle. Don’t worry. The DIYers at Instructables have you covered. They’ll show you every way to weave, knot, and intertwine your paracord into bracelets, belts, and bags so you can easily bring it with you for any survival situation.

  What really makes paracord amazing is that there is so much you can do with it from tying crampons to your shoe or turning a spare piece of paracord into a fishing lure, to making a paracord army man and then decking him out with all the accessories a little army man could ask for—including a miniature paracord horse!

  So, get a roll of paracord, scissors, and a lighter, and you’ll be ready to learn how to make these Practical Paracord Projects!

  —Nicole Smith (Penolopy Bulnick)
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    Cobra Weave Bracelet

    By mattrush

    (http://www.instructables.com/id/Endless-Paracord-Bracelet/)

  

  I was looking online and found lots of paracord bracelets that have buckles so you can take them off. I came up with this design that doesn’t need to be taken off. Paracord is just as strong when it gets wet; it also dries pretty quickly. This bracelet also gives you one long bit of cord when it’s unraveled.

  Step 1: Make Loops

  Start by making folding the paracord in half and making two loops at either side, with the middle of it going behind the ends. Each loop should be the size of your wrist or wherever you want to wear it, plus one or two inches’ wiggle room.
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  Step 2: Cobra Stitch

  Pull the two loops inwards so that they make a complete loop. Now fold the two ends back on themselves and begin to use the cobra stitch. For anyone new to this, it is the process of passing one end behind a center core and the other in front of it and threading each end through the loop created.
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  Step 3: Tie Knots

  Keep tying these knots around the center two strands until you get back around to the other side. It is easiest to tie it snug and then try and slide it onto your wrist, as it’s hard to tie with one hand.
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  Step 4: Tighten Ends

  To finish it off turn the bracelet inside out and thread the two ends back under the last two loops. A pair of pliers or a multitool is handy here to get the ends as tight as possible. Work the ends until it’s as tight as possible. Then cut the ends as close to the knot as possible. Then, using a lighter, wax the ends closed and heat the last knot slightly just to make it smoother. Turn it back the right way and slide it on your wrist. I only do it with one layer of cord as it’s not bulky or intrusive, but each to their own, so get creative.
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    Bracelet with Buckle

    By Stormdrane

    (http://www.instructables.com/id/Paracord-bracelet-with-a-side-release-buckle/)

  

  This tutorial will show how to make a paracord bracelet with a side-release buckle. When made on a larger scale, you can make this for use as a dog or cat collar as well. A reliable online source of paracord is the Supply Captain, and for side-release buckles I recommend Creative Designworks.

  Step 1: Materials

  You’ll need:

  • Paracord, or equivalent 1/8“ diameter cord

  • Tape measure or ruler

  • Scissors

  • Side-release buckle

  • Lighter (torch lighter works best).

  The amount of cord used can vary, but for this example, we’ll use 10 feet of paracord to start with. Actual amount of cord used for the bracelet is about one foot of cord for every one inch of knotted bracelet length. So if your wrist is 8 inches, you’d use approximately 8 feet of cord.
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  Step 2: Measure Wrist

  Wrap the paracord around your wrist and make a note of where the cord meets. Hold this point next to your ruler or tape measure, and that’s your wrist size.
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  Step 3: Find the Center of the Cord

  Hold the ends of the cord together and find the center of the loop. Take the center of the cord and pull it through one end of the buckle (either side of the buckle, it doesn’t matter). Now pull the cord ends through the loop until it’s tightened up and attached to the buckle.
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  Step 4: Finding the Bracelet Length

  Take the buckle apart and pull the free ends of the cord through the other part of the buckle, sliding it up toward the attached part. You’re going to measure the distance between the two buckle ends for the bracelet size for your wrist. Add about one inch to your measured wrist length; this will make the finished bracelet a comfortable fit. You’re measuring from the end of the female part of the buckle to the flat part of the male end of the buckle (the part with the prongs; they don’t count for the measurement because they fit inside the female part of the buckle when the bracelet is closed).
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  Step 5: Start Making the Knots

  The knot used for the bracelet has a few different names—cobra stitch, Solomon bar, and Portuguese sinnet. Take the cord on the left side and place it under the center strands running between the buckle ends. Now take the cord on the right side under the left-side cord, over the center strands, and through the loop of the left-side cord. Tighten up the cords so the half knot you just formed is next to the buckle. Now take the right-side cord under the center strands. The left-side cord goes under the right-side cord, over the center strands, and through the loop of the right-side cord. Tighten up the cords (not too tight, just until they meet the resistance of the knot) and now you have a completed knot. You will continue, alternating the left and right sides as you go. If you don’t alternate, you’ll quickly see a twisting of the knots, and just undo the last knot and begin alternating to correct.
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  Step 6: Continue Knotting

  Keep tying the knots until you have filled the space between the buckle ends. The knots should be uniform from one end to the other. Tie each knot with the same tension to keep them all the same size.
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  Step 7: Trim the Excess Cord and Melt the Ends

  You can now use your scissors to trim off the extra cord close to the last knot you tied. I trim one at a time and use my lighter to quickly melt the end I cut, wait a second for the melted cord to cool just a bit, and then use my thumb to press the melted end onto the surrounding cord so it hardens as it cools and attaches. You must be careful with this step. The melted cord is extremely hot, and it’s possible to get burned, so you might also try using a soldering iron or woodburning tool for the melting step if you wish, or you could even use something like a butter knife, the side of your lighter, or the knurled section of a tool to flatten out the melted end of the cord to finish it.

  An alternative to melting the ends is to tuck/pull the ends under the last couple of knots. I have used hemostats to do this on the inside of the bracelet, then trimmed them to finish. It does work, and is just barely noticeable, as the cords add a slight bulge at that end of the bracelet.
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  Step 8: You’re Finished

  If you did everything correctly, it should look something like this finished one. Once you know what you’re doing, you can vary the amount of cord used by making the knots tighter or looser and pushing the knots closer together as you go.

  A tip for paracord bracelets: If the side-release buckle is large enough, you can loop the paracord around it again before you start knotting to fill in the extra room on the buckle. The 1/2” side-release buckles are a tight fit for this, but will work, and the 5/8” size is just right. This leaves a two-strand core for the bracelet when you start knotting. Now, you could also have a four-strand core by starting with a lark’s head on the first buckle end, double wrapping on the second buckle end (at your wrist size), running cord back to and over the first buckle end, then starting to knot over the four-strand core. Or, for a six-strand core, lark’s head first buckle, run the two strands around second buckle (at your wrist size), back to and around first buckle (now has four strands around), then back to and around second buckle, and start knotting around the six core strands. This gives extra cord in case you need it for whatever, but it also makes the paracord bracelets thicker and more rounded, which I personally didn’t care for and that’s why I stick with the two strand core.
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  Step 9: Other Variations

  Once you have the hang of the basic bracelet/collar, you can add another layer of cobra stitches overlapping first set of knots, called a king cobra stitch/doubled Solomon bar/doubled Portuguese sinnet. The amount of cord used for a king cobra is about twice as much as for the regular stitch. Both the 1/16“ and 3/32“ sizes work well for the bracelets and can be used alone or combined with paracord. Glow-in-the-dark paracord is available now, found from various online vendors and on ebay, but I haven’t used any myself, so I couldn’t say if it’s any good or not, or how long it glows, etc.
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    Wide Bracelet

    By Falcon_WOG

    (http://www.instructables.com/id/Wide-Paracord-Bracelet/)

  

  I will show you how I made a wide paracord bracelet with a side-release buckle. This is also a good plan for a collar for your dog.
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  Step 1: Pick Your Colors

  The first step is picking your colors. The optimal setup is using two colors that contrast. Also, I recommend a 1” side-release buckle. This allows you plenty of room to insert the cord. The 5⁄8” size I used made it very tight to work with. To figure out how much paracord you will need, measure your wrist where you want the bracelet to sit at. Take that measurement and multiply by 12 to get your approximate start length. You should have plenty of cord left over at the finish. It’s better to have too much than not enough. The color you want as the outside one should be your wrist measurement times 12. You should make 2 lengths of this. The color you have for the inside will be twice as long as the outside color, or 24 times your wrist measurement. Loop the strands onto your buckle using a cow-hitch knot. One tip is to make sure you keep the same pattern going and not switch which cord goes over and which one goes under. If you do switch the order it will make the pattern look disjointed.

  Step 2

  Take cord 4 and go under cord 5 and over the standing end of cord 6. Snug up the half knot.
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  Step 3

  You are then going to take cord 6 and go over 5 and then under the standing end of cord 4. Tighten the half knot up to the base of the previous knots.
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  Step 4

  Now take cord 4 under 5 and over 6.
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  Step 5

  Now take cord 6 and go over 5 and under the standing end of 4. Tighten the entire knot up snugly.
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  Step 6

  Now to start on the other side: Take cord 3 and go under 2 and over 1.
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  Step 7

  Take cord 1 and go over 2 and under the standing end of 3. Snug the knot up.
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  Step 8

  Now take cord 3 and go under 2 and over 1.
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  Step 9

  Take cord 1 and go over 2 and under the standing end of 3. Tighten up the knot.
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  Step 10

  You are now going to cross cord 4 over the top of cord 3. This step connects the two separate rows of square knots together. When you repeat this crossing for each set of knots, remember to always cross the cords in the exact same way. It makes the resulting bracelet a lot neater looking.
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  Step 11

  Repeat until you get the desired length.
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  Step 12: Attaching the Other Side of the Buckle

  This is entirely up to you. There is no right or wrong way to do it, just make sure it is secure. What I normally do is use a cow hitch with cords 2 and 5 on the bracelet and then as I am knotting the rest of the bracelet these ends are doubled back on themselves and knotted over so they stay snug and secure.

  Step 13: Finished

  When completed, the bracelet should look like the photo. One tip: When you are nearing the end, have whomever you are making this bracelet for try it on. If it is too tight or loose it is easier to make adjustments now rather than after you have cut off the excess cord and melted the ends together.
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    Sawtooth Bracelet

    By building king

    (http://www.instructables.com/id/The-Sawtooth-Paracord-Bracelet-Weave/)

  

  When I saw the snake weave, it was cool, but I did not like how it was round. Before I made a bracelet using the snake weave, I made one of the over-under bracelets. I liked how flat the over-under one was, but I did not like how it only had one color. I also saw a version of the over-under bracelet that used two colors. But I did not like the pattern. I thought to myself, there must be a different way to make that. I then thought of this pattern, but I did not know that it would have a snake weave kind of look. As I made more and more of the pattern, it started looking like two saw blades.

  If you look closely the weave looks like this:

  |_/_|

  |_/_|

  |_/_|

  The two cords come together at an angle, and that gives it the saw-blade look.
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  Step 1: Materials

  Well when I figured out how much cord I was going to use, I was surprised. Compared to the snake weave, it uses half the cord. It is pretty awesome!

  Materials:

  • Two different lengths of cord measuring from end of hand to nose (plus a little bit if you have huge wrists) in different colors

  • One length of cord that is that is twice as long as the circumference of your wrist plus enough to tie a knot

  • A lighter

  Optional:

  • String to tie to a chair leg, post, tree (just to keep the bracelet tight)
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  Step 2: Cut Your Cord!

  Measure from your hand to your nose and cut. But wait! If you have huge wrists or you make loose bracelets add some more length to the cord before you cut it.

  After you cut those two differently colored strands, get one color (black is the best for most bracelets) and measure the circumference of your wrist and then multiply by two (just wrap cord around your wrist two times). Then add some more string so that you will be able to tie a knot.
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  Step 3: Start Weavin’

  Okay, this next step is kind of hard to explain in words. It is a very visual kind of Instructable, so all the instructions are in the pictures.

  First step: Tie any knot you want (monkey’s fist, overhand, etc.) so that you don’t have to melt the ends together in the middle of the bracelet.

  If you wanted to get the optional string, tie it to something secure (tree, table leg, chair leg, etc.) and then tie your knot at the end so the string won’t fall off.

  To start it, pretty much just cross two cords so one is coming out the back and one is coming out of the front, then tie it off and start weaving with the long ends (first picture).

  Look at the pictures and the picture notes to get the instructions.

OEBPS/Images/12-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4-2.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-BoldIt.otf


OEBPS/Images/12-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-4.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-It.otf


OEBPS/Images/3-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/3-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/3-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/3-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-1.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Bold.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
- — PARACORID — =






OEBPS/Images/14-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/i-1.jpg
Practical Paracord
Projects





OEBPS/Images/14-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/iii-1.jpg
Practical Paracord
Projects

Survival Bracelets, Lanyards, Dog Leashes, and
Other Cool Things You Can Make Yourself

Skyhorse Publishing





OEBPS/Images/13-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/1-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/5-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/5-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/5-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6-3.jpg





