
		
			[image: Cover of China’s War on Faith by Sam Brownback]
		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			Advance Praise for China’s War on Faith

			 

			“China’s War on Faith is a matter of national security for every American and every person of faith around the world.”

			—Mike Pompeo, former Secretary of State

		

	
		
			[image: ]

		

	
		
			 

			A REPUBLIC BOOK

			ISBN: 978-1-64572-113-0

			ISBN (eBook): 978-1-64572-114-7

			 

			China’s War on Faith

			© 2026 by Sam Brownback

			All Rights Reserved

			 

			Cover Design by Jim Villaflores

			 

			While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this book, the author and publisher assume no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for outcomes resulting from the use of the material herein. This book is intended for scholarly and informational purposes and does not constitute professional advice.

			 

			No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the author and publisher.

			 

			[image: ]

			Republic Book Publishers

			New York, NY

			www.republicbookpublishers.com

			 

			Published in the United States of America
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			Foreword

			Evil, unchecked, is a prelude to genocide.

			As a novelist—the author of political thrillers about evil regimes and wicked ideologies and the worst-case scenarios that can unfold if good people are unaware or do nothing—what I write can be shocking to many readers. 

			I make no apologies. Sometimes we need to be shocked. Sometimes fiction is the best way to capture people’s imagination and help them understand the truth. Sometimes a novel is the only way—or most effective way—to help people truly understand the real world threats facing them, get them to wake up, and mobilize them to take action before it is too late.

			Still, ultimately, novels are works of fiction. The nightmare scenarios I paint for my readers about terror, war, and genocide, have not happened. Not yet. I pray they never will. But I’m not only trying to entertain; I’m trying to educate, warn, and catalyze people to action. 

			That’s exactly what I’m doing in my most recent thriller, The Beijing Betrayal. Communist China hasn’t invaded Taiwan—yet. The CCP hasn’t attacked American and allied forces throughout the Pacific to neutralize US power and dominate the entire Pacific Rim—yet. Nor has Beijing unleashed mass casualty terror attacks inside the United States in close coordination with the Iranian regime and other radical Islamist forces—yet. 

			However, this is not the case with China’s War on Faith. This isn’t fiction. This stuff is real. Too real.

			And terrifying.

			I harbor no illusions that the Chinese Communist Party has been a paragon of virtue in this world. Far from it. The more I learn about the evil it has perpetrated in Tibet, in Xinjiang, against Christians—and what it’s capable of doing and want to do against the free and democratic people of Taiwan—the more horrified and sickened I am. 

			Still, reading about the genocides the Communist Chinese leaders are committing, and planning, and the world is largely ignoring—and learning so much more about them thanks to the incredibly courageous testimonies of the survivors in this book—brought these atrocities to a whole new level for me. 

			Many have sounded the alarm in recent years, but I can’t think of a more suitable messenger than my friend, Sam Brownback. I first met him in 1994 when he was elected to serve as a US Congressman. We have remained good friends through his service as a Senator, a Governor, and as the US Ambassador for International Religious Freedom. And along the way I have come to deeply respect his character, honesty, and commitment to discovering and communicating the truth, whatever the cost. 

			As a man of deep faith, and a former government official serving at the highest levels and all over the world, Sam comes to this book armed with plenty of facts and figures. And I’ve learned so much from him. But I’ve found that the real power of his message comes in the personal conversations he has had with the survivors of extreme persecution and with their horrific accounts of what China has been doing in the shadows.

			I am so grateful to Sam for his role in drawing my attention to China. For most of my life, I have focused on and written about emerging and imminent threats to Israel and in the broader Arab/Muslim world. Indeed, I love and work in Jerusalem and travel extensively throughout North Africa and the Middle East. Yet, as an author and journalist—and as a devout Christian from a Jewish background—I have always sought to keep my fingers on the pulse of world affairs. Thus, I have made it a practice to travel to different trouble spots around the world. And over the last decade, my attention has been drawn more and more to China as experts like Sam, former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, and others have helped me understand both the evil and the urgency. 

			My concerns about Beijing’s cruel vision of global domination and eradication of religious faith have grown exponentially—and it should concern you, as well. The grave and growing threat posed by the CCP to global freedom and security is precisely why I wrote The Beijing Betrayal. It’s also precisely why I immediately agreed to endorse and write the foreword to this powerful and timely book.

			Let’s be clear: Communist China coddles the worst of dictators and seeks them as allies. It bribes and bullies developing countries to make them pliant. It stands for everything that America and the West is against. It must be exposed. And stopped. 

			Indeed, if China is not stopped, and soon, the world will be a far darker and more dangerous place and I don’t know if it would ever recover. The surveillance technology they sell to every dictator and despot makes these evil leaders even harder to remove from power—and far more effective in subjugating their own people.

			I encourage you to not only read this book but to stand with the brave souls profiled here to stop this relentless attack on their most basic freedom and ours: The right to pray to—and serve wholeheartedly—the God we love and follow. A right, I’m sorry to say, we too often take for granted.

			Let your blood boil with indignation. Then pray. And act. Now.

			No country will be spared in China’s battle for global supremacy. The Chinese Communist Party is an atheistic entity that pushes its allies to choke out all religions that don’t bow to the State.

			Time is short. No person of faith is safe. 

			It’s certainly not the world I want to leave for my children and grandchildren.

			How about you?

			 

			—Joel C. Rosenberg

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Three Genocides

			The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is waging a war on faith, a war that it could win if we don’t wake up and start fighting. With everything we have.

			And this is a war that China must lose.

			Because what China is doing—what we are permitting China to do—brings back chilling memories of the Holocaust.

			The campaign was fought for many years on the local level. Now it is coordinated at the very top of the Chinese government and with the kind of technology that should make all of us terrified.

			Not just on a moral level. Because we care about the Chinese believers who are the victims of horrifying persecution today. 

			We should be terrified because China’s war on faith can come here. To the United States. I can make the case that it already has.

			The Chinese have taken the war to authoritarian countries like Iran and Nicaragua, where surveillance technology enables the persecution of Muslims who object to Islamist repression of women, and Catholic priests who offer a creed different from Marxism.

			The CCP is also winning here, in free capitalist America, where two huge businesses, Hollywood and the National Basketball Association, have become willing enforcers of Chinese censorship. Censorship that has shielded China’s crimes against humanity—the internment of hundreds of thousands, forced abortion and sterilization, organ harvesting from living victims—from international notice and protest.

			The movie industry is in bed with the Chinese because it often relies on the Asian market to make a profit. 

			The NBA’s star players sell shoes in China. How hypocritical it was several years ago when these incredibly well-paid athletes never uttered a negative word about what was going on in China, while condemning our own society.

			Only one player has called out the Chinese Communists—Enes Kanter Freedom, the third overall pick in the 2011 NBA Draft, whose story I tell in this book. He no longer plays in the league, and that’s because he had the audacity to speak out against China’s oppression. Yes, Black Lives Matter, but what about Chinese lives? Don’t they matter, too?

			Look, I’m as fervent a believer in the capitalist system as the next guy, siding with big business throughout my years as a congressman, senator, and governor. That does not mean, however, that we should be doing business with everyone.

			Certainly not with a regime that is waging a war on religion and conducting genocide against the Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang, the practitioners of Falun Gong, and the Buddhists in Tibet—and persecuting Christians who refuse to put the CCP above the Bible.

			With their relentless pursuit of the almighty dollar and cheap products, a number of American businesses are acting as accomplices. In 2023, US companies’ investment in China totaled $127 billion. That’s billion with a B. Those companies include Apple, BlackRock, JPMorgan Chase, and Tesla. Here’s a quote attributed to Vladimir Lenin. “We will hang the capitalists with the rope they sell us.”

			China has been waging this war—in one form or another, on one religion or another—for nearly eighty years, since 1949, when Mao Zedong defeated the Nationalist forces and Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan. Today, the war is being fought more aggressively than ever, by a government led by a Mao-like dictator, Xi Jinping.

			Let me share with you a few examples of what China has been doing:

			◦Pressuring Christians to replace pictures of Jesus with posters of Xi Jinping

			◦Arresting priests who do not acknowledge the Chinese Communist Party as the ultimate authority. Catholic bishops in China are in prison or have disappeared, or live under house arrest or surveillance

			◦Detaining Uyghurs, a mostly Muslim, Turkic-speaking ethnic group who live in the northwestern province of Xinjiang, in concentration camps—at least one with a crematorium attached, as Ethan Gutmann, a senior fellow at the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, reported to Congress in 2022

			◦Harvesting organs from prisoners who are still alive—both Uyghurs and practitioners of Falun Gong—to support the country’s billion-dollar organ export industry

			◦Subjecting Uyghurs to pregnancy tests, forced intrauterine devices, and forced abortions

			◦Demolishing sacred religious sites. Chinese authorities destroyed five thousand mosques over a single three-month period, and 97 percent of Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and nunneries are now gone

			◦Forcing teachers to give up Christian beliefs and practices

			Historians and academics have written extensively about this subject in books, magazines, newspapers, and on the internet. But their facts and figures haven’t led to the policy changes at the highest level of government, in America and abroad, that must be implemented to win the war. 

			And time is not on our side. Every day, innocent people in China are being imprisoned, tortured, raped. Killed.

			I’m not a historian or an academic. I’m a former congressman, senator, and governor from Kansas who served as the US ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom during the first Trump administration. I’ve been privileged to work in the trenches with valiant fighters for freedom of religion who have been thorns in China’s side for decades. And privileged to speak face-to-face with survivors—Christians and Muslims, practitioners of Falun Gong, Tibetan Buddhist monks—who have stayed true to their beliefs despite feeling the brunt of brutal Chinese persecution. 

			Their stories have moved me to tears. My hope is that sharing their experiences will inspire the policy changes that the experts’ facts and statistics haven’t been able to bring about. Stories are more powerful than data.

			I will introduce you to some of the most inspiring people I have ever had the honor to meet. It’s because of them that I have reason for hope, even in the darkest moments, of which there are far too many. These people of faith are similar to the Jewish refuseniks of the 1970s and ’80s (so named because the Soviet Union refused their request to emigrate to Israel), incredibly brave souls such as Natan Sharansky, who spent nine years in a Siberian prison. While small in number, they challenged the legitimacy of the Russian Communist regime and helped crush the Soviet Union. Or, as President Ronald Reagan rightly put it, “the Evil Empire.”

			Some of these men and women have suffered for years behind bars, others enduring physical torture. They lost family members and friends and were subjected to unimaginable assaults on their privacy and their personal integrity. Every story demonstrates the cruelty of the regime that poses the greatest threat to freedom in our lifetime. Even greater than the Soviet Union during the Cold War, something I never thought was possible. But none of this horrific persecution deterred them from fighting for their right, and the rights of others, to practice their faith.

			The war is being conducted by the CCP, not by the Chinese people themselves, whom I have admired since my first visit in 1985 (my wife, Mary, and I are blessed to have a brilliant daughter adopted from China) and led by Xi Jinping, the president of China since 2013 and general secretary of the Communist Party since 2012. In fact, the CCP has killed more of its own people than any regime in history—more than Adolf Hitler’s Germany or Joseph Stalin’s Russia. By far. Let that sink in for a little bit.

			For the longest time, I could not understand how so much of the civilized world, armed with overwhelming evidence from eyewitnesses, could be silent while Hitler’s Third Reich carried out the Final Solution against the Jews of Europe.

			Now I understand. I understand too well.

			Because it is happening again, before our very eyes—in the twenty-first century, no less, in a world where everyone has a smartphone, with access to the facts and the pictures at their fingertips. Facts and pictures from three genocides that China has perpetuated: Uyghurs with shaved heads loaded on trains to concentration camps, Tibetan Buddhist monks in chains, the face of a thirty-seven-year-old woman burned with electric batons for practicing Falun Gong. The consequences for freedom everywhere—and that includes the United States of America—will be dire if we fail to act. I pray that it is not already too late.

			I can hear the skeptics now. I’m worried about putting food on the table and keeping my kids safe in school. I feel horrible for the people who are suffering in China, but what does that have to do with me and my family?

			More than you can imagine.

			China is intent on destroying Western civilization, replacing it with its own world order of Communism, Atheism, and Totalitarianism. Where nothing will matter, not even God, except Xi Jinping, the Chinese Communist Party, and the other dictators in its dangerous orbit.

			Do you want to live in a world like that?

			And if we were to lose the freedom of religion, guaranteed in the First Amendment to the Constitution and in the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what right would we lose next? Freedom of speech? Freedom of assembly? Our essential freedoms go together—and they can fall together. In a flash. History, if nothing else, has taught us that.
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			Consider the Uyghurs. The genocide against them is the front in the war on faith that is probably most known about in America. The Uyghurs live in East Turkistan, a region of China the CCP refers to as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. The Uyghurs, with close ties to the surrounding Central Asian nations, have enjoyed a glorious history with enchanting music, dance, and literature.

			A history in danger of being eradicated. As if it never existed.

			As Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on the last day of the first Trump administration in January 2021, “We are witnessing the systematic attempt to destroy Uyghurs by the Chinese party-state.”

			The first phase, which began in August 2016, was organized by Chen Quanguo, the Communist Party boss in Xinjiang and China’s version of the sadistic Nazi SS leader Heinrich Himmler. He had previously been in charge of the repression in Tibet.

			Chen Quanguo recruited thousands of police officers to work in tandem with high-level security forces and set up cameras—at intersections, inside taxis and buses, you name it—every two to three hundred meters. With the enhanced surveillance, the CCP collected data to assemble profiles of individuals it deemed suspicious, many of whom would eventually be detained.

			“The checkpoints made movement very hard,” according to Adrian Zenz, a senior fellow and director of China studies at the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation.

			“People couldn’t even go to the next village without permission. This was complemented by extremely intrusive visits at the village level, work teams going door-to-door, asking people, ‘Do you eat pork? And if not, why not?’ If people didn’t eat pork, that would be one of the reasons they would be detained for reeducation.”

			Next was the second phase: the construction of internment camps, where the “reeducation” would take place.

			Another reminder of the Holocaust.

			It is estimated that the camps held up to as many as 1.8 million Uyghur prisoners in 2020, including women forced to undergo sterilization and abortions. Roughly eighty percent of the children in one Uyghur preschool, reportedly, had at least one parent in the camps. 

			The parent detained, Zenz told me, has usually been “the head of the household. You can imagine what that does for a family.” 

			In families where both parents were taken away, children were sent to orphanages and brainwashed into believing the government had no other alternative to keep the country safe.

			The authorities claimed the camps were “vocational and training centers.”

			Nonsense. They were designed to wipe out the Uyghur religion, culture, and identity, simple as that.

			Victims of Communism fellow Ethan Gutmann told Congress about someone he interviewed who “said he drove by the crematorium every day and the smell was a common complaint among local workers.”

			When I read Gutmann’s testimony, I thought of the ovens at Auschwitz. And every other image of the Final Solution.

			A large percentage of the Uyghurs who were able to avoid the camps became, in a way, prisoners in their own homes, the Chinese placing informants to live with them to make sure they didn’t practice their Muslim faith. The CCP, as I mentioned before, have also destroyed thousands of mosques and removed Islamic-style architecture and symbols from others.

			There has been no end to its cruelty.

			More recently, the campaign against the Uyghurs appears, at first glance, to have become more benign. Many of the internment camps have been closed or repurposed, and there are fewer police visible on the streets.

			Unfortunately, appearances are deceptive.

			Many in the camps were moved into prisons and detention centers and given long sentences. Others were shipped to factories to build electronics, home appliances, footwear, and so forth. “People who used to be part of a rural community and had a lot of spare time and were harder to control,” Zenz explained to me, “are now working in factories and living and sleeping on the compound.” Which have become, in essence, he added, “a one-stop environment for control and assimilation.”

			I asked Zenz if the less visible police presence might make the environment feel less threatening to the Uyghurs.

			In a word, no.

			“They know what is going on,” he explained. “They know they can end up back in prison anytime.”

			Then he said something that blew me away: The oppression of the Uyghurs has been, from the outset, “an incredibly calculated strategy. The Nazis seem almost unsophisticated compared to this.”

			To tell the story of the Uyghurs, I will introduce you to Mihrigul Tursun. If she doesn’t break your heart, I don’t know what will.

			Mihrigul, thirty-six, now resides in Arlington, Virginia, a Washington, DC, suburb. She went through hell before she fled China in the fall of 2018, and she is still going through hell. She lost a nursing child and most of the hearing in her right ear, and to this day she has nightmares in which she is taken away by the Chinese police. In addition, as with many others who have been fortunate enough to get out, she experiences transnational oppression from a regime that doesn’t see any limits. The Chinese know where she is.

			Yet despite it all, she is determined to get the truth out. No matter how many times she is forced to relive it.

			I’ve met a lot of courageous people in my travels around the world. I’ve never met anyone more courageous than Mihrigul Tursun.

			I have a great deal of admiration for two other brave women as well: Wang Chunyan and Frances Hui.

			Chunyan, a follower of Falun Gong—a spiritual practice that, drawing on ancient Buddhist and Taoist traditions and teachings, blends meditation and exercise with a commitment to the tenets of truth, compassion, and tolerance—lost everything. Her business. Her home. Her husband.

			Nonetheless, Chunyan, seventy years old, will continue, like Mihrigul, to speak out against what the CCP has done. The Chinese repression of Falun Gong is China’s second genocide in progress.

			The list of atrocities against Falun Gong practitioners, to repeat, includes harvesting organs while the donors are still alive. The Uyghurs have been victims of this grisly practice, as well.

			Frances Hui, who grew up in Hong Kong and took an active role in the city’s pro-democracy protests in 2019 and 2020, has also lost more than she ever could have anticipated. And she has yet to turn thirty.

			Now living in Washington, DC, as the first Hong Kong activist to receive political asylum in the United States, Frances hasn’t seen her parents for several years, and there is a bounty on her head.

			She, too, won’t stop telling the truth. Wherever it may lead.

			Then there is Pastor Pan Yongguang, leader of the Mayflower Church—the name couldn’t be more appropriate—whose sixty-four members escaped from China in 2019 to an island in South Korea. After a couple of years, they moved to Thailand and eventually ended up in, of all places, Midland, Texas. Where they are free to study and preach the Gospel without fear. I have spent a lot of time with the God-loving souls who embarked on this long, treacherous journey, and I still find their story hard to believe. Especially the part about the five-foot-three pregnant woman who stood up to the Thai police when her life and the lives of the other church members were in serious danger.

			I will tell you the story of Arjia Rinpoche, a high-ranking Buddhist lama in Tibet who was only eight years old when his life changed forever. One day in 1958, soldiers from the People’s Liberation Army showed up at his monastery. Many of the monks, deemed by the CCP to be counterrevolutionaries, were dragged out of the crowd to be humiliated. And tortured.

			As Arjia has written, one monk, bound with rope, “curled up under the blows, the sound of his pain coming from deep in his throat.… For three interminable hours, more and more people were bound, hauled to the platform, and denounced.”1 By day’s end, the Chinese had arrested about five hundred monks. The story that Arjia, who escaped to America in the late 1990s, tells is of a religion and culture being strangled before our very eyes, the third ongoing genocide by the Chinese, another the world has chosen to ignore.

			I will also introduce you to Enes Kanter Freedom, who played in the National Basketball Association for more than a decade. Until, despite numerous warnings from league officials, he continued to call out Xi Jinping’s government for its mistreatment of the Uyghurs and Tibetans.

			Enes didn’t have to say a word. He was living his dream, and besides, he’s not Chinese. He’s Turkish. Yet he felt an obligation to stand up for what is right, whatever the consequences, and he has no regrets.

			If only more athletes would display such courage. It could make a huge difference.

			Meanwhile, in profiling Frank Wolf (I don’t like to think where the struggle for religious freedom would be without him) and Nina Shea, a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, a think tank in Washington, DC, I will show why courage is also required in the framing of public policy.

			Frank made a secret—and risky—trip to Tibet in 1997. I still don’t know how he pulled it off.

			Nina is deeply committed to her Catholic faith. She is also deeply committed to exposing wrongdoing. I pray that the facts she revealed in 2024 on the ten bishops incarcerated in China, some of whom are in their nineties, make you as angry as they make me.

			I cannot end this introduction without mentioning two remarkable individuals who have played a huge role in China’s Christian community.

			The first is eighty-five-year-old Peter Xu, one of the fathers of the “house church” movement. Peter was imprisoned on five occasions from the mid-1960s through late 1990s and was constantly on the run.

			The second is Wang Yi, a Protestant pastor who has been in a Chinese prison since December 2018. Wang, a prominent human rights lawyer before he found his calling as a pastor, is the only person I profiled whom I was unable to interview. I met him two decades ago while I was in the Senate, but I haven’t talked to him since. Through his acts of defiance, his powerful sermons and the recollections of those who know him well, it is easy to understand why he is seen as such a heroic figure in China and abroad.

			And as such a dangerous figure by the Chinese government.

			“Separate me from my wife and children, ruin my reputation, destroy my life and my family, the authorities are capable of doing all of these things,” he said in a letter he wrote before the arrest he knew was coming. “However, no one in this world can force me to renounce my faith.”
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			Why is China waging this war? A war against its own people.

			Because religion poses the most serious threat to the CCP’s dictatorship. It has a powerful moral authority of its own, independent of the Chinese dictatorship. Xi Jinping and the other Communist leaders know that. Just as Mao and his successors knew it. To control man, Communist tyrants know they have to control faith and reliance on a higher being, a source of standards beyond this world. Karl Marx hated religion from the beginning. His followers have felt the same way.

			In the Soviet Union, the objective was to create the “New Soviet man”—a cog in a crushing, grinding machine. With a mind for reason but no soul for God.

			The goals of the Chinese are no different.

			And like the Russians during the Cold War, they have reason to be fearful. People of faith will risk everything for what they believe in.

			Consider what led to the fall of the Evil Empire in 1991.

			Without Ronald Reagan and British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the Soviet Union would not have broken up and the Berlin Wall would not have come down. But John Paul II was the third indispensable figure. “Be not afraid,” the pope said in a 1979 outdoor Mass attended by millions in Warsaw that inspired the Polish people into action and led to the government’s collapse a decade later.

			Which is why it is essential that Pope Leo XIV call out China for its numerous atrocities.

			As I indicated earlier, its war on faith goes back a long way.

			Tibet fell victim in the 1950s, Chinese troops eventually marching into Lhasa, the capital and one of the most spiritual cities in the world. Tens of thousands of Tibetans were killed, and the Dalai Lama, their spiritual leader, fled into exile in India, where he remains today. He is now ninety years old.

			During Mao’s Cultural Revolution, which began in 1966 and lasted a decade, the war on faith entered a new, more dangerous phase. Religious activities were banned, bishops arrested, temples and shrines destroyed.

			Fast-forward to Xi Jinping. 

			In 2016, Xi called for the “Sinicization” of religion in China. Five years later, he stated that the country must “insist on uniting the masses of religious believers around the party and the government.”

			For years, as I mentioned before, the war was waged on a regional level, with some provinces more tolerant of religion than others. Not anymore. The agencies responsible are now under the control of the central authorities. And what makes the situation more alarming than ever is a weapon that the Chinese didn’t possess in the past to the degree they do now:

			Technology.

			In other words, George Orwell’s Big Brother (from his famous novel, 1984) is alive and well, operating out of Beijing.

			The technology—GPS sensors in smartphones and cars and the use of facial recognition, for starters—allows government officials to regulate the way millions of people practice their faith in public.

			And, even more frightening, in private.

			Download a picture of a religious leader or read a sacred spiritual text, the government may find out.

			Same with meeting a friend at an underground house church.

			Can you imagine living that way?

			Wait until they get their currency fully digitized—and they’re not far from it—so that they can track every financial transaction. They will be able to stop the flow of money to any person who defies the system. Already, the operators of the all-in-one apps for mobile phones that people in China rely on to pay for goods and services and communicate with friends have developed their own “content moderation” teams, in effect doing the censoring for the government, so that they won’t be assessed a heavy fine or, worse yet, forced offline.

			As for turning them off, that might not work, either.

			Good luck trying to get around without a cell phone. You need one in most areas of the country to pay your bills, use public transportation, receive medical care, and so forth. Surveillance software with names like SkyNet, Police Cloud, and Sharp Eyes tracks a ton of activity. Everyone becomes afraid to take even the slightest risk.

			This is the present day for Chinese believers. But it could easily be our future, as well. China has already exported its surveillance technology to more than eighty countries, so that those governments can wage their own war on faith. Fifty nations have bought AI Safe City or Smart City surveillance technologies from a Chinese company, Huawei, including Algeria, Armenia, Bangladesh, Botswana, Chile, Ecuador, Egypt, France (!), Ghana, Indonesia…and on down the alphabet.

			Iran, for example, purchased a surveillance system from Tiandy, another Chinese company, that enables officials to better monitor landline and mobile communications. Another example is Nicaragua, led once again by Daniel Ortega, the Marxist revolutionary. In 2023, the chief of Nicaragua’s national police signed an agreement to cooperate on security with China’s Ministry of State Security. That was at a “global security forum” where China showed off sinister new technologies for facial recognition, surveillance cameras, and DNA matching. The Chinese are training thousands of security agents from other countries every year, and the number is growing.

			To adopt a sports analogy, the CCP is building a strong bench of nations who are dependent on its technology.

			And on China.

			Even so, I remain hopeful that the war can be won.

			Despite its immense power, the Chinese regime is, at its core, weak. It could crumble at any moment, having no legitimacy with the people, which is why it constantly worries about what’s going on in the street. If China were to lose the street, there would be no release valve. The release valve would be the leaders of the CCP forced into exile.

			China is weak, in no small part, because of how it has dealt with God, with the yearning inside all of us for the transcendent. We ask ourselves the same questions that have haunted man since the dawn of time and that will never go away: What comes after this? Did the world come together by chance, or is there a design? If there is a design, is there a designer?

			Most people find the answers to these questions in religion, and when they do, they cling to it. The Chinese have long been a very spiritual people. But the CCP is constantly forcing its citizens to abandon that search for meaning and punishing them if they resist.

			It boils down to a fight between the Kingdom of Man and the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of Man may take the early rounds, which can last for decades, even centuries. But in the end, the Kingdom of God will win out. We didn’t know it at the time, but when Pope John Paul II told the people, “Be not afraid,” Communism in Poland was already as good as dead. And before long, throughout the Soviet bloc.

			I have a small piece of the Berlin Wall at my home in Kansas. It reminds me of the eventual fate of all things evil.

			Which one day, I have no doubt, will include the Chinese Communist Party.

			The only question: How long it will take and how many more innocent people will go to prison or die?

			In every period of history, God presents us with moral tests.

			How we confront China’s war on faith is one of ours. As I was once told by a former leader of the Tibetan government in exile, “Either the world will change China, or China will change the world.”
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