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In my early years in ministry, I often sought to compel obedience by haranguing people into guilty or fearful submission to God’s standards. Then, the Lord crushed my pride and healed my heart with the compelling power of the grace of the Gospel. Since that time, everything that I have preached, taught, or written has sought to shine the beautiful grace of the Lord Jesus Christ upon all of life to ignite the joy that is the true strength of Christian obedience and witness.


Daily Grace continues the project of shining the sweetness and power of grace into every aspect of life by providing a year’s worth of daily devotions. Each reveals how the grace of God in Jesus Christ provides strength for today and hope for tomorrow. The devotional thought is preceded by a related Bible verse and followed by a brief prayer. Each thought has been carefully chosen from one of my previous books or messages that has been particularly meaningful to readers, listeners, friends, and family.


TRANSFORMED FROM THE INSIDE OUT


A key reason to meditate on Scripture with a focus on how we live in response to God’s grace is to keep straight the order of Scripture’s imperatives and indicatives. The imperatives (what we should do) are always a consequence of the indicatives (who we are by God’s grace). What we do is never the cause of God’s love for us. We obey in response to God’s love. We were beloved long before we obeyed or knew to do so. His grace toward us precedes, enables, and motivates our efforts toward holiness. Grace not only precedes God’s imperatives, it is also the ultimate power that enables us to obey His standards as we are transformed from the inside out.


Relishing the grace God has provided for us through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for our sin stimulates humility, gratitude, sacrifice, obedience, and praise. We delight to revere God for the love He has shown us. Our obedience is not so much to gain earthly benefits as to express gratitude for God’s eternal blessings. We pursue holiness to bless the Heavenly Father who has been gracious to us, rather than to bribe a divine tyrant to be favorable toward us. We obey not merely to experience the blessings of obedience but to honor the God who provides them. Heaven’s priorities become our own because expressing love for the One who first loved us provides our greatest joy and deepest satisfaction.


Since God’s love for us is the soil in which our love for God grows, we do not identify His grace simply for spiritual sentiment. Grace is supremely practical and powerful. Regular focus on the good news that Jesus died for our sin despite our undeserving status ignites love for God in the hearts of believers that makes them willing and able to honor Him. We turn to Him for help when we realize we are helpless apart from Him. We pray for the aid we need, when we know He promises never to turn away from those who seek Him.


By identifying such grace throughout Scripture, we fan into flame zeal for our Savior. Our goal is stimulation of a profound love for God that bears holy fruit. When God’s people see how resolute and rife His love for them is, then they rejoice to live for Him. Grace compels this holiness as our hearts respond to His mercy with a compelling love for whatever pleases Him.


Grace motivates lives of praise, and also empowers them. This may surprise many believers because it is common to think of grace as an excuse not to obey God rather than as the fuel of godliness. In order to discern how grace empowers godliness, we need to consider the sources of power for living in ways that please our Savior.



THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE


One obvious source of spiritual power is knowledge. We need to know what to believe and to do in order to apply God’s Word to our lives. If we do not know what to believe, then we cannot honor the truths about God; and, if we do not know what to do, then we cannot truly please God.


Yet, as important as it is to know what to believe and what to do, such knowledge is still insufficient for living the Christian life. If we have no will or ability to act on the knowledge we have, then we cannot please God. That’s why excavating the message of grace from all of Scripture is so important. The love for God that the Gospel of grace stimulates in us provides power for Christian living that knowledge alone cannot.


We all have acquaintances who know a lot about the Bible, but whose lives or attitudes seem remote from the heart that gave it. Something must accompany knowledge of God for godliness to thrive in our lives—and that something is love for God.


THE POWER OF LOVE


To help us grasp the full power of love for God, we must consider a critical question: What is the primary reason that temptations gain power over believers? Sin’s power has already been defeated; we are no longer its slaves (Romans 6:14–17). By virtue of the Holy Spirit’s renewal of our minds and indwelling of our hearts, sin has no more dominion over us (Romans 12:1–2; Galatians 2:20; 1 John 4:4).


We may choose to sin, but we are not powerless against it. We can think and act in accord with God’s desires. Believers have been spiritually born again as “new creations” that are able—even though it may require much struggle and grievous setbacks—to resist Satan’s temptations by the means of God’s grace.


So, if sin no longer sits in the driver’s seat of our hearts, why do we yield to temptations? The sad answer is, because we love them. Consider this: If a sin did not attract us, it would have no power over us.


We turn from God to temptations because we are drawn to sin’s temporary pleasures and false promises (Hebrews 11:25; James 1:14–15). We love the object of our lust, or greed, or ambition, more than we love the Savior. That’s why we pursue the sin rather than the Savior. And, when broken hearts protest, “No, I still love Jesus,” we need wise and caring counsel that responds, “Yes. That is true. You do still love Jesus, but when you yielded to temptation you loved the sin more.” Sin is not necessarily a denial of love for Christ; it is simply a denial of Jesus as our first love in that situation, trial, or tempation.


The understanding that sin takes control of our lives through our love of it leads to another critical question: What will drive love for sin from our hearts? First, it helps to know that the pleasures of sin are temporary and that its consequences are ruinous. That’s why Scripture gives us warnings about sin’s harmful effects on us and our loved ones. Sadly, when we are in love with sin, we tend not to heed these warnings and deceive ourselves that the sin’s benefits will outweigh its damages.


So, what else will keep love for sin from controlling our hearts? The answer is: a surpassing love. When love for Christ surpasses all other loves, it expels sin’s control over our hearts. We want to please Him above all other pleasures. We may still experience the attraction of sin, but the desire to satisfy our Savior is stronger. Love for Him overpowers love for sin. That’s why Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15).


With this understanding of the power of love for Jesus, we are prepared to ask a final, critical question: If a surpassing love for Christ makes living for Him our highest priority and greatest joy, then what will fill our hearts with such love? The answer comes in the words of John Newton’s famous hymn: “Amazing grace… that saved a wretch like me.”


THE POWER OF GRACE


Grace fills our hearts with the surpassing love for God that compels genuine Christian living (2 Corinthians 5:14-15). When we grasp the wonder of the love of God for us, then love for Him grips our minds, fills our hearts, and empowers our lives by diminishing all other loves. Igniting such a compelling love for God is the beautiful and powerful effect of identifying the grace of God that flows through all the Bible.


That’s why the devotions that follow in Daily Grace constantly shine the light of God’s grace on every passage of Scripture. Such light fills the Christian heart with reasons and resources to love the Savior and live for Him. The light of grace enables lives of praise.


Since hearts filled with love for God are emptied of love for the world, each devotion highlights an aspect of grace that can increase love for Him. The Bible assures us of the blessed consequence: without love for the world, its temptations lose their power. We simply are less tempted to do what we have less desire to do. A preeminent love for God makes doing His will the believer’s greatest joy, and this joy is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10).


Daily Grace will help you meditate on how you can apply the Bible to your life in a grace-centered way. As you discern how God’s grace radiates in Christ’s love for you, then you will delight to love Him. That means you will delight to love what and whom He loves. Such delight in His delight not only provides the power for personal holiness but stimulates love for the unlovely, provision for the needy, and care for all that Christ loves. His heart will become your heart and, as a consequence, His ways will become your ways. Embracing Jesus’s love for you will cause you to love to live for Him.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. (2 Corinthians 1:3–4)





Every year the calendar starts over at January 1. But just because the calendar changes doesn’t mean our circumstances do. Maybe you’re facing the affliction of a health scare or a financial hardship. Maybe you’re in a rocky relationship or have problems at work.


Whatever affliction you’re facing right now, do not think that it or its lessons are worthless. The comfort God provides in earthly difficulty becomes more real to those God intends us to reach because we have really known it.


My wife tells of being unable to hear the thoughts of a famous speaker, until that woman sat in a chair and unknowingly revealed a shoe with a hole in the sole. Suddenly all the women listening knew that the woman speaking of God’s comfort through deprivation really knew what she was speaking about.


None of us should want affliction—or waste it. When we know more of God’s eternal comforts through our earthly afflictions, we are best able to share the truths of eternity with those needing God.




PRAYER: Father, You know the difficulties I’m experiencing and will provide as You know best for my eternity. May confidence in this grace give me comfort in affliction that You have prepared me to share with others in need!
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We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)





One of my favorite people I met early in my church ministry. Maudette had lived alone as a widow for many years. But even in her advanced years, she tended her garden with great devotion. Her care resulted in beautiful flowers for our church each week that Maudette arranged around the platform.


When she died, a minister from Maudette’s distant family suggested that she had earned God’s favor by tending her garden for the benefit of our church. The minister was trying to be cordial, but all who knew Maudette knew the better truth she lived.


Maudette’s garden was an expression of her love for Christ—not an effort to make Him love her.


Her hope was not in her flowers. Her hope was in her Savior! Like Maudette, may you have a great faith in your Savior’s love, not in any work of your own that will fade with the flowers of this earth!




PRAYER: Lord, may I never imagine that I can earn Your grace or favor. May my daily service to You be motivated by my gratitude for the unfading mercy You provided for me in the finished work of Jesus Christ, my Savior.
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)





For many years, I thought God’s acceptance hinged on my righteousness. I read passages like Romans 12:1 as a threat. This is what my heart heard: “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice and then you will be holy and acceptable to God.”


It was as though God were wagging His finger at me and saying, “Now you be a good living sacrifice, and then you will be holy and acceptable to Me.” The word, “holy,” should have been a clue to my mistake. Nothing that we will do will make us acceptable to God. Our best works are only “filthy rags” to Him (Isaiah 64:6).


What I missed was that the words, “holy and acceptable,” are not statements of what we will become, but declarations of what we are. How can that be possible for sinners like us? Don’t miss the opening words: “by the mercies of God.”


God’s mercies in Christ make us holy and acceptable. That’s why we offer ourselves as holy sacrifices in lives of worship that praise our merciful God. It’s not our works that make us holy, but His. Our sacrifice doesn’t make Him love us; Jesus’s did. That’s why we live for Him as a sacrifice of praise.




PRAYER: Father, thank You for being merciful to me! Help my heart to grasp the greatness of that mercy so that I will offer my life to You as a sacrifice of praise that You have made holy and acceptable despite my many weaknesses and flaws.
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I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26)





For most of my friend’s adult life, he tried to reach his harsh-talking and hard-hearted aunt with the message of Christ’s love. Still, the older woman’s heart seemed untouched.


After she passed away, her family gathered to divide her belongings. The family surprisingly found a few religious books and decided they should go to my “religious” friend. Yet, because the books reeked of tobacco and a stuffy house, he stored them in his attic without looking inside.


Years later, he stumbled across the books, and found in one a handwritten letter from his aunt. In her own hand, she confessed her sins and claimed Jesus as her Savior. My friend was shocked.


Though he would have offhandedly affirmed, “God can reach anyone,” he really didn’t expect that to happen with his aunt. Yet, her letter confirmed that no matter how hard the heart, God’s grace is greater. He can take a stony heart and make it soft for Jesus.


Real change is possible, and to be prayed for, because grace is real and powerful. Consider someone in your life whose heart you think is too hard for God. Pray for God to soften their hearts. He can. After all, He softened yours!




PRAYER: Lord, help me not to give up on sharing the Gospel with those whose hearts seem hard, knowing that Your Spirit can make a heart of stone soften and beat for Jesus.
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Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. (Romans 6:13–14)





Many of us struggle to reconcile our desire to please God with the fact that we still sin. We ask the question, “God, will I ever be able to please You?”


The Apostle Paul makes it clear in Romans 6 that we are no longer under the control of sin. The grace of God has brought new life that should no longer engage in sinful pursuits or passions. But with the should is also a can—a promise of new ability.


Sin no longer has dominion over us; we are no longer slaves to sin. Yes, we all stumble and fall sometimes. But we do not have to remain defeated. We do not have to grovel in the dirt of our discouragement or surrender to repetitive failure.


God has granted us new life that is not powerless to resist sin. We have been freed from the guilt and power of sin. So, instead of groveling, we focus on believing; instead of surrendering, we start anew.


We believe the Bible’s promise of power for a new life, rejecting Satan’s lie that there is no hope or help for us. Then, by believing we can, we start to live again in the power that is ours by Christ’s grace.




PRAYER: Lord, thank You for delivering me from slavery to sin. Help me to really believe in that deliverance so that I can start this day presenting myself to You as one who has been brought from death to life in Christ.
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You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself. (Luke 10:27)





Love for God produces more love. That is why Jesus says love for God is the greatest commandment. When loving Him is our highest priority and greatest desire, then we also love what and whom He loves. As a result, our love for God becomes the basis for living for Him and caring for others.


The grace of God that stimulates such love for God will not allow us to settle into a cozy sweater of self-absorbed satisfaction that ignores a hurting world. A heart captivated by grace beats with God’s love and concern for His world.


That’s why Jesus commands us to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves. If we love God deeply, we will love our neighbors too, reflecting His love for us in the way that we love others. Because we love Jesus, we love all those He loves.




PRAYER: Father, I know that we live in a hurting world. Please help me to sense deeply Your grace toward me, so that as my heart responds in love for You, I will love all that You love.
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If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. (John 13:14–15)





Many years ago, my wife, Kathy, and I were given a small wooden plaque that has become one of our most treasured possessions. Not because it’s made of anything fancy but because of the message it bears: “Home is where each lives for the other and all live for God.”


The plaque has survived multiple moves, an occasional bump, and even a few repairs, but remains on daily display. You see, after all these years, Kathy and I have discovered that our happiness has never been found in using one another. It’s found in using the resources and privileges God has given us to serve one another as Jesus served His disciples—and us!


When we exercise the sacrificial love of Christ, we deepen our understanding of God’s care for us. And, as we discover and rediscover our own value to Him, we are made more able and willing to share His love! True happiness comes from giving ourselves to each other, as Christ modeled His care.




PRAYER: Jesus, I’m amazed that You, the Lord of Heaven, would stoop to wash earth from the feet of others. Help me today to find the joy of serving others with such care, and in doing so discover and rediscover the depth of Your care for me.
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The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. (Titus 2:11–12)





I was just in my twenties when I concluded that I was a failure as a pastor. Every Sunday, I felt like I was just serving up shame and blame to get people to walk the straight and narrow like the Bible’s heroes.


I thought I had to intimidate people into obeying God. I confessed to my wife, “I did not become a pastor to hurt people, but my preaching hurts people every Sunday—and I cannot do this anymore.”


But then, the Lord exposed me to the ministry of a man who preached very differently. He specialized in displaying how flawed were all the “heroes” of the Bible—save One. The one true hero—Jesus—everyone else needed.


That perspective saved my ministry and revolutionized my preaching. I realized that if God could use people as messed up as those in the Bible, then He could still use me. And I could tell others He still has purpose for them despite their messes.


The grace of God did not release me from obeying God’s calling; it fueled my passion for His purposes. That’s what Paul says God’s grace will do: it trains us to renounce ungodliness. When grace captures our hearts, we love to please the One who loved us and gave Himself for us.


Will some take advantage of God’s grace? Of course. But those transformed by His grace love to love Him. Grace is the fuel of true godliness.




PRAYER: Father, may the grace Jesus died to give captivate my heart more and more, so that I do what I most love to do: serve You with the passion of profound gratitude for Jesus.













9




Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9)





We have a tendency to treat others the way they treat us. If they are nice to us, then we are nice to them. And if they are mean to us, then we either ignore them or find a way to “give as good as we got!”


But this tit-for-tat way of approaching relationships blinds us to Gospel realities. Relating to people solely on the basis of what they’ve done is not God’s way. Scripture says our brothers and sisters in Christ are members of His family—indwelt by His Spirit and precious to Him despite their flaws.


Jesus intends for us to relate to other believers on the basis of our eternal relationship with Him and the identity He gives them by His grace.


There may be difficult things for us to work through, but Christians are called to approach one another on the basis of our status in Christ’s family. So, we treat one another with the respect and love Christ provides, not simply on the basis of temporal tensions our fallen world produces.


You sense and share Gospel realities by looking past the inflamed eyes of those whose criticism or rage intends you harm to see Jesus indwelling them, claiming their hearts, and calling you to love them beyond their sin—and yours!




PRAYER: Lord, may I treat others the way You treat me, not repaying evil for evil but rather showing them the grace and love that I have received because of Christ in them and in me.
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God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world… to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 Corinthians 1:27–29)





There’s an old story which goes something like this: When Jesus ascended into Heaven, He gathered His heavenly hosts around and explained what He would do next. He said He would take the weak, sinful, frail, and filthy people that He saved and use them as living stones to build the foundation of His Kingdom on Earth. These would be the ones to change the world!


The announcement was welcomed with an overwhelming silence. Then, after a long, agonizing pause, the angel Gabriel broke the silence by asking, “What’s Plan B?”


There is no Plan B, because God’s plan has always been to use people like us—weak, sinful, frail, and filthy—to show the wonders of His grace that are the foundation of hope for this world.


Be encouraged today, knowing that your flaws do not disqualify you from God’s purposes. He is building hope for our world by pouring His glorious grace into and out of cracked earthen vessels like us! The broken pots of our lives are forming the foundation of a Kingdom that is hope for all.




PRAYER: Heavenly Father, I am encouraged to know that You have chosen people like me to display Your grace in a fallen world for broken people. Grant me grace today to show Your mercy to those who doubt You could love them by telling them that You even love sinners like me.
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And as he was setting out on His journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17)





Remember this rich young ruler who wondered what he should do to gain Heaven? Jesus gives the young man an opportunity to understand the grace of the Gospel by first reminding him, “Only God is good.”


The man is too intent on proving his own deserving to listen. He tells Jesus, “I have kept all of God’s commandments since I was a child!”


Jesus had just said, “Only God is good,” and moments later the spiritually deaf man gives himself that same distinction, as if he is as good as God.


God’s Word teaches that none of us is completely righteous. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).


That’s why moral and doctrinal instructions that make no mention of the necessity of grace lead away from God—just as the young man who was so intent on touting his goodness ultimately walked away from Jesus.


We are most determined to live for God when we know He provides care despite our undeserving it, not because we have qualified for His love. After all, who needs God or His grace if you think you’re already good enough without Him?




PRAYER: Lord, help me to remember that I really am a sinful person who falls short of Your glory, so that I will live in thanksgiving for the grace and forgiveness You have offered to me through Jesus Christ.
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Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24–25)





During a youth event, a group of teens gathered in a circle for devotions. But one girl sat alone, feeling dejected. Her life seemed unbearable, and she sobbed that nobody loved her. The other kids began to read encouraging Scripture verses to her, reminding her of God’s love.


So, when she asked, “Why doesn’t God really talk to me that way?” the youth pastor replied, “He does. He just did. God talked to you through the truths of Scripture as your friends encouraged you with His Word.”


That’s so helpful for us to remember: God can still speak to us from His Word, encouraging us with its truths. Sometimes God simply brings His Word to mind. Other times He comforts us by using understanding friends or family to bring His Word into our work, worship, and relationships.


Whether we are recipients of God’s encouragement or dispensers of it, the eternal promises of His Word are always our greatest source of assurance in a broken world until the great day when Jesus returns to make all things right.




PRAYER: Father, thank You for encouraging me through Your Word, as it echoes in my heart and as I receive it through brothers and sisters in Christ. Help me today to hear You and to be an instrument of sharing the comfort of Your Word with those around me.
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Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. (John 16:23–24)





It’s easy to pray to God in a moment of desperation, or politely tell someone, “I’ll pray for you.” We offer such prayers when we see no alternative or as a simple courtesy. But such habits can obscure the real purposes of prayer.


Prayers to God in Jesus’s name are powerful instruments of divine blessing. When we pray in Jesus’s name, we are asking God to do whatever is necessary in our lives to bring maximum glory to His Son and maximum good for His purposes.


A prayer in Jesus’s name is not simply a prayer for our personal benefit—that would be a prayer in our name. Prayer in Jesus’s name submits our finite understanding to God’s infinitely good plan to show Christ’s character and care. Whenever we pray in Jesus’s name we are praying as Jesus did: “Yet, not My will, Father, but Your will be done.”


So, the next time you pray, do so with confidence that God will always honor prayers truly offered in Jesus’s name—even if the answer is according to His perfect will, rather than our human wisdom!




PRAYER: Father, may my daily prayers be focused on Your good plan for Christ’s name and not just my selfish desires. Thank You for the confidence I can have that, when I pray in Jesus’s name, You hear and answer for infinite, eternal good!
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Before they call, I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. (Isaiah 65:24)





For many years, George Müeller never asked anyone for money to help fund his orphanage. He simply relied on prayer for the children’s needs, and God had always provided. But on March 9, 1842, things took a turn, and resources the orphanage needed ran out.


Just when all had seemed lost, a special-delivery letter arrived. Inside that envelope was a sizeable gift that had been mailed several days earlier. Though originally misdirected, the timely arrival of the letter meant that the Lord had begun answering Müeller’s prayers days before he asked.


God had interwoven the thoughts, events, and timing of all the details, so that the donation would arrive at the crucial moment it was needed.


The point of this is not that we should never ask for support from others—the Apostle Paul asked and taught us how (2 Corinthians 8). Rather, when we ask God for help, we do so with the confidence that the One who knows the end from the beginning will do precisely what is best. He is not guessing at outcomes. God is weaving everything together for good, even before we know what to ask. So ask!




PRAYER: Father, thank You for always providing what is best for my greatest needs. Thank You for arranging all things so that Your blessings are being prepared even before I ask or know to. Help me to trust Your wisdom enough to ask for Your supply even when the wells of my wisdom run dry.
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No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)





In my youth, I took comfort from my understanding that this verse taught that there was no struggle in my life that others somewhere in the world did not share. Misery loves company. But that poor-me view does not do justice to the verse.


The apostle’s observation is far more comprehensive. He reminds us that there is no temptation in the world that is not common to us all (see also James 2:19). No, we have not all murdered or robbed others, but, “the seed of every sin is in every heart” (John Owen).


Jealousy, lust, pride, anger, self-righteousness, and greed have roots in all of us. Acknowledging our common vulnerability should stir us all to seek God’s pardon, to sympathize with others’ struggles, and to seek the path of escape God always promises.


Yes, next time you’re feeling tempted, take comfort because you’re not alone. But, the next time you face someone who has yielded to temptation, replace pride in your righteous resistance with proclamation of Christ’s righteous provision for all who are vulnerable to temptation—including you.


Never will we find power against sin in our pride, but only in the humility that acknowledges our need for spiritual strength from daily grace.




PRAYER: Lord, help me not to face the temptations of this day with the thought that I am invulnerable or alone. Please provide the way of escape that I need by turning my heart from pride to seeking You for the daily grace that I—and all others—need, and that You are faithful to supply.
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All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)





God’s Word is perfectly inspired by the Holy Spirit to reveal His eternal truth and our daily purposes. But we can read the words and still miss the intentions of God’s heart. For that reason, whenever we read a passage of Scripture, we need to put on our “Gospel glasses!”


We will read God’s true intention by reading every biblical text through lenses formed by two key questions. The first is, “What does this passage tell me about the nature of the God who provides redemption?” And the second is, “What does this passage tell me about the nature of humanity that requires redemption?”


Or, more simply, “What does this text tell me about God?” And, “What does it tell me about myself?” The answers to those questions will ultimately reveal a gap between us and God that only the grace of God can span to cover our sin and enable us to love Him.


Anyone can read the words of the Bible, but to see God’s heart, you have to put on your Gospel glasses!




PRAYER: Lord, as I read the Bible, make the truths inspired by Your Holy Spirit be more than mere words on a page. Enable me to see the dimensions of Your heart by helping me consistently put on the Gospel glasses that reveal the grace You provide and I require.
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My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the righteous one. He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world. (1 John 2:1–2 CSB)





It’s almost too pat to say, “If you get off God’s path, the Bible will get you back on.” But what exactly does that mean? What exactly is this path?


Scripture tells us that God’s path is His instruction. He writes in His Word what is right and wrong so that we would not wander into sin and experience its miseries. But, if you don’t understand the heart behind that instruction, then you may look at God’s path through worried eyes. You become anxious that God is watching for any opportunity to punish you for straying from His path.


But that’s not the message of the Bible. Yes, there is a path to walk but if we step off, we have an Advocate with the Father who paid the penalty for our sin. His sacrifice is sufficient to pay for the sins of the whole world, so we can be confident there will be enough grace for any of us who seek His provision.


The love that laid the path is from the heart that provides pardon for those who have Jesus as their Advocate. Knowing that His love does not depart when our steps do draws us back to the path that blesses all who walk according to His instruction!




PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for instructing me daily through Your Word. And when I sin, help me to realize that Jesus paid the penalty for all my sins, so that I will have no fear of returning to You and to Your path of instruction!
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Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 40:4–5)





A family driving toward a Colorado vacation got excited as the mountains came into view. The father had been waiting for the moment. He took out a topographical map, showing his children how high the mountains rose and how deep were their valleys.


The display caused everyone to get even more excited about the natural wonders ahead, except the youngest daughter. Observing how high the mountains and how deep the valleys, she shrieked, “Oh daddy, we’re going to fall off!”


The father quickly assured his child that someone had gone before them building bridges.


That’s what Jesus did for us, too. Our holy God is high and lifted up, and we would only fall in our attempts to reach Him. So, He went ahead of us, bridging the gap between us and Himself.


The valleys of our sin have been filled with Christ’s righteousness. Across the gap between God’s holiness and our lowliness is Jesus’s cross.


We need not build another bridge to God, only have faith to travel to Him on the One He has laid.




PRAYER: Lord, thank You for bridging the gap between us and You through the cross of Christ. May my faith be in His work, not mine, so that I journey through this life with the confidence and joy of one who is eternally safe.
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He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. (Psalm 18:16–17)





Sometimes we think that we need a hero to drop from on high to save us from whatever calamity or evil we’re facing! But however our rescue comes, the one who ultimately rescues is God.


We don’t need to deny that a human person may physically rescue us, but we should understand that the presence and willingness to save came from the plan and provision of God.


Jesus said that apart from Him we could do nothing. That means all human resources, wisdom, courage, opportunities, and resolve ultimately come from our God. He is the ultimate rescuer, and His ultimate rescue was eternal, even though it was accomplished by sending His Son from on high to a cruel cross.


Because God sent Jesus to rescue us by taking the penalty of our sin on His cross, we do not have to suffer that penalty ourselves. But our blessings are not only spiritual. As those so loved by God, we are also protected from all that would damage our souls or endanger our eternity.


We were rescued from the eternal consequences of our sin, and are rescued daily from all that would jeopardize God’s perfect plan for our earthly lives.




PRAYER: Father, this world is filled with dangers, threats, and calamities. Thank You for rescuing me for eternity, and for assuring me now that nothing in Heaven or Earth can separate me from Your love. You are my daily hero!
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He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5–6)





Leaving home for the first time can be an exciting but overwhelming experience. My own trip to college was such. At first, I was bubbling with excitement as my father drove me to the school I had never visited, in a town I did not know. Then, anxiety crept over me.


As my bubbling conversation ceased, my father read the anxiety signaled by my silence. He pulled the car off the road, looked me in the eye, and said, “I don’t know if you will do well or if you’ll do poorly at this school, but you are my son, and that will never change. There’s always a place for you in my home.”


Such are the assurances of the Gospel of grace that God has given to you. His love will not be determined by what you do—but by Whose you are.


We are children of our Heavenly Father, and because we are His children, His love will never leave or forsake us. There will always be a place for us in His heart. That doesn’t make all earthly challenges go away, but we face them without crippling anxiety, knowing nothing can sever us from His eternal care!




PRAYER: Father, thank You for the promise that You will never leave me or forsake me! Give me courage to face every trial by remembering that earthly challenges are no match for my eternal security in Your heart.
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“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15 NIV)





There are not many places in the Bible where God addresses Satan, and this one is crucial. If we’re going to understand how grace unfolds throughout Scripture to culminate in Christ’s work, we must grasp the power of this first prophecy of Jesus. It is God’s earliest war cry declaring Satan’s ruin.


After Satan’s temptation resulted in sin that corrupted our world, God immediately revealed His rescue plan. He promised to send an offspring of Eve who would ultimately crush the power of Satan. That offspring is Jesus!


God also tells us that the offspring of Eve will suffer injury from battling Satan, but Jesus’s victory is sure. Satan will be destroyed, and many people will be made righteous (Isaiah 53:11). So, God tells us from the beginning, “You are not your Redeemer, but I will send Him to suffer and save you.”


Not all subsequent texts teach this grace in the same way. Sometimes the Bible reveals aspects of grace through prophecies like this, but also through poetry, history, proverbs, and inspired letters.


As different as these Bible passages are, they have a common denominator: they show how God provides for those who cannot provide for themselves. The many facets of the diamond of grace are polished on every page of Scripture until we can see and treasure the jewel that Jesus is.


Through this jewel of grace, we not only understand how God’s plan of salvation unfolds but how we should live in response to Christ’s victory.




PRAYER: Father, thank You for promising the victorious grace of Jesus and revealing it with the divine patience needed for my heart. May the grace You unfold throughout Scripture capture my heart and change my life for His glory.
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9)





I have a friend who traverses the world helping corporations turn around their company culture. One day, he let me in on the secret of his success: to effect healthy transformation, the most important words you can say to another are I am proud of you.


It’s often much easier to see flaws and point out messes when someone hasn’t measured up to our standards. Honest critiques have their place but saying that you’re proud and thankful for others is spiritual fuel without which positive energy dies.


The Apostle Peter knew that as he addressed oppressed and distressed Christians. Despite their struggles, he described them in precious terms made possible by the realities of God’s grace toward them.


The apostle put on his Gospel glasses to tell people how he saw them through the lens of God’s love. He could have cited many failures and shortcomings—and would offer correction in his letters—but affirmation came first.


After telling me his secret, my friend paused and then made his own confession: “I haven’t told my struggling son that I am proud of him in years.” The confession transformed his family relationships and helped change his son.


If you can withhold your criticism long enough to extend God’s grace, then life-transforming power you’ve been given is yours to give to another.




PRAYER: Lord, I pray that You will enable me to look beyond human flaws and see people as you see them, extending to them such grace as You have lavished upon me.
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Thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. (Romans 6:17–18)





There is a math of the mind that reasons, “If God will forgive all my sin, and substitute Christ’s good work for my bad behavior, then I might as well keep sinning!” But that’s not the only way our thoughts can function.


The Apostle Paul counters the shady math of such thinking with a leading question: “Are we to continue in sin so that grace may abound? By no means!”


Why? Because, as Paul explains, no one wants to be “enslaved to sin.” Does anyone who has been “set free” from slavery really want to go back to it?


Paul makes clear the enslaving power of sin to caution us against any mental math that would try to take advantage of God’s grace to subject our lives and loved ones to sin’s ravages.


The apostle never waters down the Gospel of God’s grace to turn us away from the horrors of sin. Nothing could be clearer than him saying, “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Romans 5:20).


Yet, as a preacher said long ago, “Grace is not sweet, if sin is not bitter.” So, Paul makes us face the reality of enslavement to the guilt and power of sin so that we will treasure our freedom from its chains and embrace the life secured by the grace of Christ.




PRAYER: Father, thank You for freeing me from the slavery of sin and making me a servant of righteousness. May I never presume on Your grace but rather respond in gratitude and obedience to the life without chains secured by Your grace.
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By this we know love, that he laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers…. Little children, let us not love with words or talk but in deed and in truth (1 John 3:16, 18)





Local news reported on two brothers who decided to play on mounded sandbanks formed by the dredging that keeps our local river channel clear. When the young boys were late for dinner, a search began.


Searchers found the younger brother unconscious—buried up to his shoulders in sand. He had stepped on a crust of sand hiding a large void formed by the dredging of wet sand from the river bottom. When the crust gave way, the boy fell in the void with its sand walls collapsing upon him.


When he was roused to consciousness, rescuers frantically asked, “Where is your brother? The child replied: “I’m standing on his shoulders.”


With the sacrifice of his own life, the older brother had saved the life of the younger. With similar selflessness, Jesus, who is not ashamed to call Himself our brother, saved us. We were rescued from the pit of our sin by standing on the sacrifice of our elder Brother—who gave His life that we might live!


He now calls us to honor His love by sharing it with others, not just with words but with deeds as selfless as His own.




PRAYER: Lord, as I consider again what it means for You to have laid down Your life for me, give me a fresh appreciation of Your love. Then, fill my heart with Your love to give me a renewed desire to tell and show the world Your grace.
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You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. (John 15:16 NIV)





Why do we finish our prayers with the refrain “In Jesus’s name?” Is this just a religious way of saying, Roger wilco… over and out?


No, we pray in Jesus’s name because of the assurance that the Father will give us whatever we ask that most honors Jesus’s name. That is the secret to our fruitfulness as Christians. We submit ourselves and our prayers to the glory of our God more than to selfish gain.


You see, by God’s grace and the goodness of the Son’s and Spirit’s work, believers were chosen for the glorious purpose of fulfilling aspects of God’s eternal plan. We tend to see our lives only in the context of our daily goals and concerns, but God is weaving our lives—the good and the bad, the easy and the hard—into His infinitely good and lasting plan.


So, when we pray in Jesus’s name, we are not coming to God to demand blessings based on our limited wisdom and merits, but we are confessing our need of God’s wisdom and Christ’s merits to bear fruit that is infinitely good and eternally blessed!




PRAYER: Father, thank You for the assurance that anything I truly ask in Jesus’s name and for His glory will be granted. Please help my prayers to bear the fruit that You intend because I am yielding my desires to Christ’s purposes!
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For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life. (Romans 5:10)





Many of us have heard a well-meaning Sunday school teacher or parent saying to children, “If you’re a good little boy or girl, Jesus will love you.” That may sound sweet, but it is spiritual poison. Telling children that Jesus loves them because of their behavior is totally contrary to the Gospel.


Jesus does not love any child, young or old, because the child is good. Jesus loves His children because He is good. The child trained to obey Jesus in order to secure His love will become the adult who doubts Jesus’s love—especially when life’s challenges make it clear that we are not always good little boys and girls.


Jesus really does love you, not because you are good but because He is good! Trust His goodness more than your own and teach your children to do the same.




PRAYER: Jesus, thank You for loving me, not because I am a good person but because You are a good, gracious, and merciful God. Help me today to respond to Your grace by loving You more deeply and helping all of the children that You place in my life to do the same.
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. (Philippians 2:5–7)





Hearts open to the message of Scripture soon recognize that God never commends nor commands selfishness. Instead, He uses the example of His Son’s willingness to empty Himself of Heaven’s glory to serve our needs as a way of calling us to serve others’ needs sacrificially.


That can sound like a dreary calling and a sad life until we remember that Jesus also said, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39).


Living a life with a willingness to serve to others frees us from the bondage of our self-serving appetites and selfish ambitions. In this new freedom, our lives become more fulfilling, less driven; more purposeful, less self-absorbed; more glorifying to the God we love, less a burden to those we love—and more a delight to live!




PRAYER: Lord, as Your glory was fulfilled and Your joy was made full when You were willing to become a servant to humanity, please help me to find the glory and joy of serving You by serving others.
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The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound. (Isaiah 61:1)





Imagine a man in jail, sitting there with men who are far more hardened than he is. This man is middle-aged but mentally on the level of a frightened and confused eight-year-old.


And now imagine another man in that same cell who sees this man weeping in terror. So, he gets up, goes over, and quietly whispers to the one in tears: “I don’t know what you are facing, but whatever it is, Jesus will help you through it if you trust Him.”


Soon after, that middle-aged man with an eight-year-old mind comes to Christ and is changed forever. That man is my brother. He’s still in jail for now, but his soul is free forever from God’s condemnation—even as is the soul of the man who answered God’s call to witness to him in that cell.


Prison bars did not keep God’s grace from reaching my brother. They also will not keep him from freedom—from any impairment of mind, any limitation of body, or any guilt of sin in his ultimate heavenly home with Jesus.


Jesus promises the same freedoms to you, when you bind your heart to Him by faith, claiming the exhilarating liberty of His provisions for this life and the life to come. Trusting Jesus for pardon from our sins liberates our souls from guilt on Earth and liberates soul, mind, and body from all this world’s pain in eternity!




PRAYER: Lord, I know that I was in spiritual prison because of my sins, but You set me free! Now please help me to live in the freedoms that are mine forever and to tell others of how they can be free from their prisons of guilt and shame.
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We have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. (Hebrews 12:9–10)





Obedience to God’s standards is not a condition of His love for us, though it does affect our daily experience of His joy and peace. If we walk off His path of spiritual safety, we shouldn’t be surprised that there are consequences. Those consequences are actually an indication of His love rather than the absence of it.


If God didn’t love us, He would simply let us wander off and face even greater harm. In discipline, the divine hand is simply turning us back to the path designed by hands that will hold us eternally.


So, remember that even when we are in the throes of the harshest correction, God is showing His grace to us and turning us toward a great love that would shield us from the greater dangers and consequences of our sin!




PRAYER: Heavenly Father, I know that You discipline me not out of arbitrary anger but rather out of love that only intends good and never damage to my soul. Help me today not to mistake a severe mercy for a capricious hand, and to grow in my desire and ability to follow Your loving will.
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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (John 14:27)





What is the peace that the world gives? It is a slice of time without pressure, problem, or threat. We can know such times but, in a fallen world, such peace never lasts. Knowing that, our hearts are never really at peace amidst the world’s inevitable troubles.


Christ’s peace can be distinguished from that of the world by paintings produced for an art competition. The prize was promised to the artist who best depicted peace.


One artist painted a pastoral scene: sheep in a rich pasture of green, a flowing stream, and a cloudless sky on a beautiful sunny day.


The other artist painted a storm at sea, with waves crashing, winds blowing, and the sea foaming. Yet, in the middle of the raging sea was a pelican calmly riding the waves through the storm.


Who won the competition? The one representing what Jesus wants us to understand: Real peace is not the absence of trouble, but confidence in the midst of trouble.


True peace in this world will never come through the perfection of our circumstances, but through confidence in the eternal security our Savior graciously provides.




PRAYER: Father, when the storms of life surround me, may I experience the peace that passes understanding through confidence in my Savior’s gracious provision of eternal care.
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What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Romans 6:1–2)





Here, the Apostle Paul strongly cautions against using the grace of God to continue to sin by figuring, “All will be forgiven.” This is not because there isn’t enough of God’s grace to forgive mounting sins.


Instead, Paul reminds believers that grace has destroyed the sinful life that once enslaved us. No one should want to go back to living in slavery. If we truly understand how powerful and profound is the grace of God that has made our slavery a thing of the past—an existence that is dead to us now—then we will never want to go back to that life.


Yes, God will always forgive those who confess their sin and need of Him. But, once we understand how incredibly gracious, generous, and loving is His pardon, then we increasingly desire to turn from the sin that grieves Him and enslaves us!


Resting on God’s grace does not relieve our obligation to honor Him but powerfully stimulates our love to live for God’s glory and in our freedom!




PRAYER: Father, thank You for setting me free in Christ from the slavery of sin. Keep me today from returning to sin’s slavery as I live to glorify You and to rejoice in the freedom from sin’s guilt and power that Jesus provides!
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I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD. (Hosea 2:19–20)





From the outside their life seems ideal. The house is beautiful, the kids are sweet, and they are an attractive pair. But inside their home, things are far from ideal. The wife has an addiction, and nothing seems to help. Yet, her husband continues to love and help his wife, despite her failures.


Such love and care are not original. The biblical prophet Hosea was commissioned to show such love to his wayward wife to display God’s covenant-keeping care for the habitually sinful people of Israel.


God loved, and kept loving, sinful people to show us that His grace is not dependent on our performance. Now, we who have received such grace are also called to show it—even to those who have damaged and disappointed us.


Hosea and this modern husband fulfill their biblical calling by turning a deaf ear to the voices of friends and family telling them to abandon their marriages and to move on to better wives. As a covenant-keeping God has loved us, we love.




PRAYER: Lord, even though I have been unfaithful to You in many ways, thank You for betrothing Yourself to me with covenant-keeping love. Help me so to respond in gratitude and obedience for those You call me to love.
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You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. (James 4:2–3)





Faithful prayer hinges on how well we understand the meaning of believing prayer. We can get confused when well-meaning people bombard us with examples of praying for something they wanted to happen—displayed unwavering belief that it would happen—and then sat back and watched it happen.


Trouble looms whenever we make God subject to the wisdom and whims of our human desires. We need to reconsider any approach to prayer that requires God to provide all our wants, that allows us to sidle up to God with our finite wisdom and human desires in order to say, “Now, God, I believe that I have figured out what You need to do for me!”


Such prayer is not truly believing in God’s infinite wisdom and perfect will, but in ours. Our confidence is to be that if we ask anything “according to God’s will,” He answers (1 John 5:14–15). Yes, we are to believe that God always answers biblical prayer, but such prayer trusts more in God’s designs than our desires. We believe He is wise enough to answer yes, no, not yet, or above all that we would ask or even think.




PRAYER: Heavenly Father, teach me to pray for the things You desire. Help me to trust You enough to ask for what I need and to believe that You know better than I what that is.
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Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers. (Luke 22:31–32)





We can make terrible decisions that damage us and those around us. A pastor friend went down such a path. It started as he began viewing the Bible as more a cultural document of human invention rather than as the inspired Word of God. That led him to question Christ’s ministry just as Simon Peter did.


The questioning led him to honor only the parts of the Bible that he liked in the moment. The results destroyed his marriage, his ministry, and most that was dear to him in life.
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