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Introduction







A lifelong New Yorker, Rudolph “Rudy” Giuliani was born, raised, and educated in New York, which he served for two terms as mayor, 1994–2001. Fiercely committed to New York since growing up a New York Yankee fan in the shadow of the Brooklyn Dodgers’ Ebbets Field, Giuliani attended Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn on an academic scholarship, graduating in 1961 with the title of “Class Politician.” He moved on to Manhattan College, and, after briefly considering the priesthood, decided on a career in law. He was selected to the prestigious Law Review during his first year at New York University Law School, from which he graduated magna cum laude in 1968.

After serving as assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, executive assistant U.S. attorney, and then associate deputy attorney general, Giuliani was appointed associate attorney general in 1981, the number three position in President Ronald Reagan’s administration.

Returning to New York in 1983 to an appointment as U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, Giulianiforged a reputation as a “no regrets” prosecutor, earning noteworthy prosecutions against Wall Street’s inside traders, the Mafia, and corrupt government officials.

Never one to give up a battle, Giuliani was elected 107th mayor of the city of New York on November 2, 1993, after first being defeated by David Dinkins by less than fifty thousand votes four years earlier in 1989.

Giuliani delivered on his campaign promises to clean up the streets of New York and to improve the quality of life, ridding the city of intimidating squeegee men who had become a city fixture, graffiti vandals, drug dealers, and perpetrators of the highest levels of crime. During his two terms, crime dropped by about 64 percent. He called the idea that New York City was unmanageable, ungovernable “politically incorrect.”

Accusations of police misconduct and an unsuccessful battle to abolish the city’s Board of Education plagued his term, but his record of remarkable crime reduction and improvements to quality of life earned him reelection on November 4, 1997, in a landslide victory over Democratic challenger Ruth Messinger. Not since Fiorello LaGuardia’s reelection in 1941 had New York City elected a Republican mayor to a second term.

New York City was again livable, crime had been reduced dramatically, jobs were being created, more and more people were moving off welfare, and even Times Square had become family-friendly after a ban on sex shops. The mayor was eyeing a New York Senate race in 2000, in which he was to challenge First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, the first wife of a sitting president to run for public office. Calling the potential race “terrific,” Giuliani withdrew his bid on May 19, 2000, after announcing that he had been diagnosed with a treatable form of prostate cancer. “It brings up very painful memories,” he said, recounting his father’s death from the disease in 1981. He vowed to make the most of his remaining eighteen months in office and to put his health before further political pursuits.

His battle against cancer, however, would not be his last while in office. On the morning of September 11, 2001, just three months shy of the end of his term, the life of the mayor, the life of the city he proudly called the “capital of the world,” and the life of the nation would forever be changed after simultaneous terrorist attacks on the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and the twin towers of the World Trade Center, which both collapsed after two hijacked aircraft crashed into them.

Giuliani narrowly escaped death himself after being trapped briefly in a nearby building as the first tower collapsed. In the worst terrorist attack ever on American soil, New York City was devastated by the loss of almost 3,000 innocent victims of terror—including 343 firefighters, 23 police officers—and the change in its skyline.

For his immediate resilience and determination, for his strong leadership of a stunned city and country, for his compassion to a city in mourning, he was recognized as a great leader in the face of crisis and affectionately labeled “America’s Mayor.” His father’s advice “to remain calm and to actually become calmer as things around you are getting more and more out of control” was never more needed and heeded. Giuliani urged the city to get back to business and to rise above terror, even when that seemed impossible amid such incomprehensible devastation. Determined to rid the world of terror, the tough prosecutor also showed that it was okay to cry, to grieve, to react.

Though barred by term limits to run again for mayor, Giuliani considered seeking legislation to extend his term or to run for a third term on the Conservative Party ticket. Deciding instead that he did not want to divide the city, he endorsed Michael Bloomberg, elected the 108th mayor of the city of New York and sworn in by Giuliani in an historic Times Square ceremony as 2002 and the rebuilding of New York officially began under Bloomberg.

Chants of “Rudy! Rudy! Rudy!” greeted Giuliani as he left office with a high approval rating. The city of New York recognized not just a great leader in time of crisis but also a mayor who had worked so hard for the city and the people he so loved throughout his eight years in office.

“I think the first thing he did is make New York believe in itself again,” observed close friend and former deputy mayor Peter Powers.

And now, the “Mayor of America” remembers his life, his career, his time as mayor to the city and the country, in his own words.







PART I
GIULIANI ON SEPTEMBER 11
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The Morning of September 11








Giuliani was having breakfast at the Peninsula Hotel on Fifth Avenue in midtown Manhattan on the morning of September 11 when his aide Dennison Young, Jr., received the phone call that the World Trade Center had been attacked. Giuliani remembers:*My first thought is sort of a rejection: How could this happen? Airplanes don’t hit the World Trade Center. What are we talking about?


*How could anyone do this to my city?


Shortly after arriving at the disaster site, the mayor recounts the tragedy he witnessed.*I get the first real view of the building and see that, no matter how it was described, it’s much worse. The top of the building is totally in flames. I look up, and for some reason my eye catches the top of the World Trade Center, and I see a man jump—it must have been at least one hundred stories up. . . . When I look around, what I see is something close to a nuclear bomb. I see dark smoke.


On arriving at the World Trade Center collapse:*Just pray to God that we can save a few people.


Recounting his route to safety:*We were on a ground floor that had windows and you could look outside. All of a sudden, it became black, and then white. And things were pelting down. I heard things hitting the building. We went down to the basement to exit. We tried one exit. It was locked. We tried another exit. That was locked. And then [a security guard] decided to come back upstairs. He said, “There’s an exit upstairs. We can go out through the upstairs area.” When we came upstairs, back into the area we had been in originally, things had gotten worse. There was smoke outside; it was much heavier. There was much more debris falling. And the exit on the main floor was closed. A security guard then came up to us and said, “I think we can go out through the adjoining building. I think that’s open.” So we all went back downstairs, tried another exit. That didn’t work. And then, finally, he went to an exit and he opened it. And we walked through into the lobby of 100 Park Place, which is an adjoining building that faces east. When that door opened, I think all of us breathed a sigh of relief, although when we got into the lobby, I wasn’t sure we were better off, because when we looked outside, it looked like Armageddon. It was black and white, and there was no visibility at all.


To Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik on the morning of September 11:*How the hell did they get the Pentagon?


At the base of the World Trade Center moments before the towers collapsed, Giuliani encountered New York City Fire Department Chaplain and close friend Father Mychal Judge, one of the first killed in the collapse while administering last rites to a firefighter.*“Pray for us,” asked Giuliani.

“I a
lways do,” assured Judge.


Soon after, Judge was killed by debris after removing his hat to pray. Giuliani later said of Judge, “He was a saint, a wonderful man.”
September 11, 10:54 A.M.:

*I’ve never seen anything like this. I was there from shortly after it happened and saw people jumping out of the World Trade Center. It’s a horrible, horrible situation, and . . . every resource that we have is attempting to rescue as many people as possible. And the end result is going to be some horrendous number of lives lost. I don’t think we know yet, but right now we have to just focus on saving as many people as possible.


*It was the most horrific scene I’ve ever seen in my whole life. We saw the World Trade Center in flames, a big, gaping hole all the way to the top of it.


*I think what horrifies me the most is that moments after the attack you saw people jumping out of the window. It’s an image that I keep getting . . . that I saw a man jumping out of the top of the World Trade Center, just hurl himself out the window and come down a . . . hundred floors. When I saw that . . . I said to myself, “We are in something now that is totally different than anything that we’ve ever imagined before.”


On being asked by ABC News’s Barbara Walters in the days after the attacks to recount his most “searing” memories of September 11:*I don’t even know what comes first. Seeing a man jumping from the top of the World Trade Center, being trapped for a while . . . in the basement, being told that the World Trade Center was collapsing, which was something you couldn’t possibly believe would happen. Hearing an airplane overhead, and first having someone yell out, “There’s another airplane attacking,” and then have someone else say, “It’s one of ours.” Going to the morgue now and seeing what they’re going through, or to the site where people there are just hoping and hoping and hoping that they’re going to find some . . . people that are alive, with the hope of that diminishing.


On being asked by Barbara Walters if he thought he was going to die on the morning of September 11:*Now I do, when I think back on it. That night and the next day, now when I think back on it, I realize that we were in a lot of danger. But at the time, there really wasn’t time to think about it. And I don’t think until we walked out into the Park Place building—I don’t think I realized how bad it was . . . We were right behind 7 World Trade Center. And 7 World Trade Center absorbed the biggest hit from the fallen building, and probably saved our life.


On being asked in a September 11 press conference what went through his mind as he was trying to escape to safety earlier that morning:*I don’t think anything went through my mind, other than making sure that we all remained calm and found an exit and just tried to figure out the most intelligent thing to do, probably the same thing that went through the minds of ten thousand other New Yorkers who I could see on the streets.


Giuliani became the voice of the nation as the Secret Service rushed to assure President Bush’s safety at a secure location. Giuliani was both fierce at the terror attack and comforting to a nation in mourning. In a September 11 press conference, Giuliani addressed the nation and became the “Mayor of America.”*And we will strive now very hard to save as many people as possible, and to send a message that the city of New York and the United States of America is much stronger than any group of barbaric terrorists; that our democracy, that our rule of law, that our strength and our willingness to defend ourselves will ultimately prevail.


*This has been a very, very difficult and traumatic day for the people of the United States and the people of the city.


*This is a tragedy that we thought would never happen.


*People tonight should say a prayer for the people that we’ve lost and be grateful that we’re all here. And tomorrow, New York is going to be here. And we’re going to rebuild and we’re going to be stronger than we were before.


*The city is going to survive. We’re going to get through it. It’s going to be a very difficult time. I don’t think we yet know the pain we’re going to feel when we find out who we lost. But the thing we have to focus on now is getting the city through this and surviving and being stronger for it.


*Nobody should blame any group of people or any nationality or any ethnic group.


*If you really want to know what New Yorkers are all about, you just watch the way in which they handled themselves. They didn’t panic. They moved deliberately. They moved swiftly. But they didn’t hurt each other; they helped each other. I mean, these are just the most wonderful people in the world.


*This is a vicious, unprovoked, horrible attack on innocent men, women, and children. It’s one of the most heinous acts certainly in world history.


*I believe that the people in New York City can demonstrate our resolve and our support for all of the people that were viciously attacked today by going about their lives and showing everyone that vicious, cowardly terrorists can’t stop us from being a free country and a place that functions. And we’ll do everything we can to make that point.


*Everybody should in their own way say a prayer and ask God for help and for assistance, and also ask God to give us the strength to overcome this, because I know we’re going to need strength to overcome it.


*And I want the people of New York to be an example to the rest of the country and the rest of the world, that terrorism can’t stop us. American democracy is much stronger than vicious, cowardly terrorists, and we’re going to overcome this.


*And as the governor said and I said to the president, we fully and completely support him in any action that he has to take in order to make an example out of the people who are responsible for this.
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“America’s Mayor”—Leading a City and a Nation Through Crisis








Just three months before the end of his term, Giuliani was lauded for the strength and courage he displayed and encouraged in others in the days, weeks, and months following the attacks.
From a September 12, 2001, press conference:*The best way they can deal with this right now is not only to deal with their own grief, which we all feel and have, but to show that we’re not going to be in any way affected by this. That we’re not going to be cowarded by it. That we’re not afraid. That we’re going to go about our business and lead normal lives and not let these cowards affect us in any way like they’re trying to do, which is to instill fear in us.


On being asked during the briefing about the search efforts for survivors of the World Trade Center collapse the day after the attacks:*We still have not given up hope.


Forty-eight hours after the attacks:*The terrible reality of this is we may never be able to recover everyone. We’re going to try.


At a press conference announcing the reopening of the New York Stock Exchange following September 11:*We understand even more the value of our democracy. We appreciate even more a nation that’s ruled by law and decency and concern for human life, and we understand what’s necessary to defend ourselves, our values, and our children. And the American people are united as never before.


On the September 13, 2001, reopening of the New York Stock Exchange:*It’s going to be difficult, but I believe we can do it, and I believe it would be a good thing to do, a really good thing to do.


En route to the New York Stock Exchange opening following the attacks, the mayor spoke of the building where President George Washington was inaugurated.*This was the first capital of the United States. All of those . . . buildings were in the Wall Street area. So in addition to being the financial capital of the United States and the world, Wall Street is a monument to our liberty.


At a September 15 news conference:*And I think people should be mournful and sorrowful, but they should also be very encouraged that we have tremendous courage in New York, we have tremendous courage in America, and the courage will be there in our generation as it was in prior generations.


*We’re going to try to save human life until we’re told that that’s impossible.


At a September 18 news conference, preparing people for the grim loss:*We have to prepare people for the overwhelming reality that the chance of recovering anyone alive is very, very small. We still hope and pray.


*I was so proud of the people I saw on the street. No chaos, but they were frightened and confused, and it seemed to me that they needed to hear from my heart where I thought we were going. I was trying to think, “Where can I go for some comparison to this, some lessons about how to handle it?” So I started thinking about Churchill, started thinking that we’re going to have to rebuild the spirit of the city, and what better example than Churchill and the people of London during the Blitz in 1940 who had to keep up their spirit during this sustained bombing? It was a comforting thought.


When told that it would take ten days to clean up one of the buildings at the World Trade Center wreckage, Giuliani rallied his troops.*It took God seven days to create the earth. So we can do better than that, don’t you think?


On leading New York City out of tragedy:*You just get up and do it. You find that you don’t want to sleep; you want to get up and do things that have to be done.


*I can’t think of a city or of a place that could have been attacked the way New York City was and responded as quickly, with as much resoluteness and determination and patriotism as the people of New York City. And I’ve always been proud of them and loved them, and I think I’m even prouder of them than I’ve ever been before. And they’ve more than exceeded my expectations of how they would have reacted to something like this.


*Whatever strength I have is from the people of New York.


*We’re going to take care of this. We’ll make things right.


On combining leadership in the September 11 recovery effort:*We all have different resources and different things that we can bring to this. If we all work together, the city is going to get through this, the people of the city are going to get through it, and the city of New York is going to demonstrate that a free democratic society can absorb this kind of blow and become stronger by it, and we’re going to foil the desires of these cowards who attacked us.


Addressing President George W. Bush in the days following the World Trade Center collapse:*The work you’ve done for us we all eternally appreciate. You’ve been a terrific leader and we’re taking direction from you and we’re following your example. You’ve done a terrific job, Mr. President.


On Washington, D.C.’s assistance following the attacks:*There hasn’t been a single thing that we have needed and asked for that we haven’t gotten, and more.


Putting politics aside, Giuliani praised President George W. Bush during his November 11 tribute to the victims of September 11.*Mr. President, this city is united. As Americans, we’re also united behind you as our leader. I want you to know that this city that didn’t vote for you is in love with you and you’re doing an absolutely great job.


On learning Queen Elizabeth II had selected him for honorary knighthood:*I feel it is for everyone. I am sure I speak for the police commissioner and the fire commissioner when I say that this award, and these awards, are really for the actions of the people of our city. We are very gratified by this but we see it as an award being given to all the people of New York City.


*Please convey to the queen that I’m humbled and that we feel the awards are really for the reaction of all the people of New York City who handled the worst attack on America with great bravery and dignity and helped to inspire an entire country.


On being asked if he wanted to be called “Sir Rudolph”:*Just call me Rudy.


Giuliani then went on to praise the efforts of England following the September 11 attacks.*From the moment this happened, we could not have had a more loyal friend or a stronger support than the British government. It has been a great support for us.


In October 2001, on receiving the Cavaliere di Gran Croce, Italy’s highest civilian honor, from deputy prime minister of Italy, Gianfranco Fini, for his leadership following the September 11 attacks:*I’m very humbled.


On his leadership style in the wake of tragedy:*You have to try to be what you have to be in order to be a leader. . . . There are times in which you have to be combative, and there are times in which you have to be controversial if you believe in something. And then there are times in which you have to try to unify. And there’s no choice now. . . . I can be pretty combative if you point me in the right direction, right now. But when they attack us, we’re all together. And right now, we’re all together.


On defending his reduction in the number of World Trade Center recovery workers after protests by firefighters:*There is something that I have to worry about that, no matter all the screaming, yelling, distortion, or lying that is going on . . . and that is the safety of the people undertaking this mission.


On being asked by Barbara Walters if the time following September 11 was his finest hour:*It’s my most difficult time . . . I have no doubt that it’s the finest hour for the city of New York . . . I have no question about that. I think that it’s its worst hour and its finest hour. And I have no doubt that the city’s going to build on that strength that it’s acquired from this and be even a much greater city in the future than it’s been in the past.


From his November 2001 weekly column:*As mayor, I have never been more proud to represent this great city, and I am confident that our perseverance and determination will bring us even more success in the years to come.


*They really don’t know how badly they were attacked. Two of our largest buildings get destroyed, thousands of people dead, more than that injured. And here they are, back on track with their lives—enthusiastic, exceedingly patriotic, more united, defiant. And I just reflected that. People ask me how I do it: I just reflect the way they are.


*I don’t believe that I’ve changed. On September 11, 12, 13, I did the same things . . . the same things I’ve done when we’ve had fires and catastrophes . . . except it was on a different scale.


*I’d feel very bad if I were described as a hero. I’m just a reflection of the real heroes who have risked their lives for others.
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The Heroes of September 11








In praise of the New York City Fire Department, New York City Police Department, Port Authority police, EMS workers, court officers, and other emergency personnel who helped in September 11 rescue efforts:*We will never know all the details of the heroism that occurred on September 11. But we know that because of the actions of our fire department, police department, Port Authority Police Department, EMTs and court officers, twenty-five thousand more people are alive today. In tribute to the memory of these patriots, we should always remember that ground zero does not just mark the site of tragedy, but the greatest and most successful rescue operation in American history.


*Not a single one of those heroes died in vain. Their courage, selflessness, and professionalism saved more than twenty-five thousand lives that day. . . . These were true American patriots. They gave their lives in defense of liberty.


*They’re the people who deserve all the credit, all the praise, and all the support.


*They saved us on Tuesday. They brought us back on Wednesday. And they’re protecting us today.


*The rescue efforts are nothing short of miraculous.


*The men and women who are doing this rescue effort are very dedicated and they’re terrific. . . . They are literally putting their lives at risk to try to find people and save them. . . . So, when you see them operating and working, realize how dedicated they are.


When asked about the determination of the firefighters and World Trade Center rescuers during an October 2001Larry King Liveappearance:*. . . They’re amazing. Absolutely amazing.


*What happened here is enormously personal. There are . . . different emotions that emerge. Sorrow and mourning, anger, tremendous anger, and then pride, tremendous pride at what those firefighters accomplished. . . . They did not die in vain. They saved over twenty-five thousand people, and they defended freedom and gave us an example of how far we’re going to have to defend ourselves and fight back and end terrorism. No ifs, ands, or buts about it. We have to end it.


*The greatest single rescue mission in America’s history: They knew what they were up against, but they went in anyway. That’s what heroes do.


*Inspired by their examples of bravery, we need to move forward—in defiance of terror—to show the world that a free, inclusive, and civil society will triumph over all forms of tyranny.


*We’ve had fire departments from Chicago, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Sacramento, and so many other places help us . . . it really is quite impressive, and it’s a wonderful outpouring of care and concern for the city of New York.


*The magnitude of the horror is still hard to comprehend. Those proud twin towers that crowned our skyline for a quarter century no longer stand. Even more devastating is the loss of thousands of individuals who were killed in the attacks. All were innocent. All were heroes.


*These people didn’t die so that we would let terrorists control our lives. That isn’t the reason they died. Terry Hatton and Ray Downey and Pete Ganci . . . didn’t die so that . . . we wouldn’t go on airplanes anymore or we’d be afraid to walk around the streets or afraid to go to restaurants. They died so that America would be free, America would have the ability to function . . . that’s what they want.



OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/0743454170-001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/0743454170-Cover.jpg
QUOTABLE
GIULIANI

*

The Mayor of America

in His Own Words

LDITED BY
BILL ADLER
AND

BILL ADLER. JR.

&

POCKET BOOKS

New Yook Lomdon Torento Syimey Sinpapore





