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How to Use This Book

This book is designed for people who are comfortable with basic crochet stitches (chain, single crochet, double crochet). Before you start the projects, please review the basic techniques in the back of the book.

If you have not done Tunisian crochet before, now is the time! I hope you will give these projects a try. Anyone with basic crocheting skills can pick up Tunisian in a jiffy. Basic Tunisian techniques are explained in the back of the book as well.

I also encourage everyone to read the section on stuffing and closing pillows. Follow the recommendations to get the best results.

The main part of the book has twenty patterns: ten that use traditional crochet techniques and ten patterns that use mainly Tunisian crochet techniques. In each section, the patterns are arranged in order of increasing difficulty. Step-by-step photos are included throughout this book to supplement the detailed instructions.

Reference material, including supplier information for yarn and hooks, appears at the end of the book. There is also a visual index in which you can see all of the projects at a glance.
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Springtime Miters

SKILL LEVEL
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Mitered squares are like magic. They look complicated but are actually quite simple to make. Using a variegated yarn with long color runs, like this one in a pastel palette from Jojoland, allows the color changes to develop gradually, much like the hues of a spring sunrise. The contrasting solid color balances the lighter colors and emphasizes the shape—one big square on one side, four smaller ones on the other.
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MEASUREMENTS

Finished size: 17 inches (43.2 centimeters) square

MATERIALS

Jojoland Rhythm, 100% wool, 1.76 ounces/50 grams, 110 yards/100 meters

Color A: M05 (pink, blue, green, purple), 3 skeins

Jojoland Baritone, 100% wool, 1.76 ounces/50 grams, 110 yards/100 meters

Color B: 269 (logan berry), 2 skeins

Crochet hook size H, 5.0 mm or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch markers

Tapestry needle

Sewing thread to match darker yarn

Sewing needle

Pillow form, 17 inches (43.2 centimeters) square

STITCHES AND ABBREVIATIONS

Chain stitch (ch)

Fasten off (fo)

Loop (lp), loops (lps)

Right side (RS)

Single crochet (sc)

Skip (sk)

Slip stitch (sl st)

Stitch (st), stitches (sts)

Wrong side (WS)

Yarn over (yo)

GAUGE

17 stitches and 17 rows in sc/4 inches (10.2 centimeters)

For gauge swatch, ch 26.

Row 1: Sc in second ch from hook and in each ch across (26 sc). Turn.

Row 2: Ch 1. Sc in each sc across (26 sc). Turn.

Repeat Row 2 until swatch measures at least 4.5 inches (11.4 centimeters).

Pillow Front (Make 4)

With A, ch 2. Work 3 sc into second ch from hook. Mark as RS.

Row 1: Ch 1, turn. Sc in first st, 3 sc in next sc, sc in last st.


NOTE Each row is worked with a sc in each st up to the middle, 3 sc in the middle st, then 1 sc in each remaining st. The photo shows the center st marked.
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Continue through row 14 (29 st). When 2 lps remain in last sc, switch to B. Do not fasten off A.

Work 2 rows B in pattern, switching to A in last st of second row.

Continue 2 rows A, 2 rows B. When there are three stripes of B (49 sts), continue with A only. Cut B. Continue with A, finishing with a WS row that has 77 stitches. Fo.

For each square, use tapestry needle to weave in ends. Lightly steam block the square. With RS facing, join B in one corner. Ch 1. Sc all the way around, working 2-3 sc in corners so they are flat and square. Join to first st with sl st. Fo. Weave in ends. Block again if necessary.

Pillow Back

Work as for the front with the following changes: Use only A through Row 24 (49 sts). The dark stripes will begin here, corresponding to where the stripes ended on the front squares. Once you start the dark stripes, do 2 rows B, 4 rows A, and repeat, ending with A on row that has 157 stitches. Fo.

With tapestry needle, weave in ends. Lightly steam block.

With RS facing you, join B in corner. Ch 1. Sc evenly around, working 2-3 sc in corners so they are flat and square. Join to first st with sl st. Fo. Weave in ends. Block again if necessary.

Assembly

Arrange the four small squares in a pattern you like. The photo shows one idea; you could also line up the dark stripes or put them all toward the outside corners.

Using matching thread and sewing needle, sew squares together with RS up and the squares lying next to each other. Pick up one loop from each side. Knot thread; weave excess through to wrong side.

Lay the pillow top and bottom together, RS outward. Join B in one corner. Ch 1. Sc around 3 sides. Insert pillow form. Sc around remaining side. Join to first st with sl st. Fo. Weave in ends.
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Sophisticated Chevrons

SKILL LEVEL
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Classic neutrals—black, white, pewter, linen—in fine-gauge yarn elevate this simple chevron pattern to a high level of elegance. Use this pillow with others in similar colors for an eye-catching grouping.

The pillow is made in one piece, starting and ending on the back.
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MEASUREMENTS

Finished size: 14 inches (35.6 centimeters) wide by 11 inches (27.9 centimeters) high

MATERIALS

Louet Gems #2 fine/sport weight, 100% merino wool, 3.5 ounces/100 grams, 225 yards/205 meters

Color A: Black (80-2223-29/9), 1 skein

Color B: Pewter (80-2433-18/10), 2 skeins

Color C: Linen Gray (80-2363-19/02), 1 skein

Color D: White (80-2703-18/8), 1 skein

Crochet hook size F, 3.75 mm or size needed to obtain gauge

Tapestry needle

Pillow form 11 inches (27.9 centimeters) by 14 inches (35.6 centimeters)

STITCHES AND ABBREVIATIONS

Chain stitch (ch)

Fasten off (fo)

Loop (lp), loops (lps)

Right side (RS)

Single crochet (sc)

Skip (sk)

Stitch (st), stitches (sts)

Yo (yarn over)

GAUGE (BLOCKED)

Three complete chevrons (apex to apex) and 22 rows/4.5 inches (11.4 centimeters). For gauge swatch, ch 46. Work in pattern until swatch measures 5 inches (12.7 centimeters) blocked. It is important to block your swatch to obtain a correct measurement.

Pillow

With A, ch 112.


NOTE The chevron stitch is made by working 3 sc in one st at the apex of the chevron and skipping 2 sts to create a trough at the base. The diagram below shows the placement of the stitches.




	Row 1: Work 2 sc into second ch from hook. *Sc into each of next 4 ch, sk 2 ch, sc into each of the next 4 ch, 3 sc into next ch. Repeat from * ending with only 2 sc into last ch. Turn.
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	Row 2: Ch 1. Work 2 sc into first st. *Sc into each of next 4 sts, sk 2 sts, sc into each of next 4 sts, 3 sc into next st. Repeat from * ending last repeat with 2 sc into last st. Do not work into turning ch. Turn.
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Rows 3–8: Repeat Row 2, changing to B when 2 lps remain at end of Row 8.

Rows 9–36: Work 6 rows in B, 2 rows in C, 4 rows in D, 2 rows in C, 6 rows in B, 8 rows in A.

Repeat Rows 9–36 twice more.
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Concluding rows: Work 6 rows in B, 2 rows in C, 4 rows in D, 2 rows in C, 6 rows in B. Fo.
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Finishing and Assembly

With tapestry needle, weave in ends. Lightly steam block.

To prepare pillow for assembly, fold with the RS inside. The first and last rows should be touching, with the chevrons nestling together. The color stripes on the front and back should line up. The place where the first and last rows meet may not be across the exact center of the pillow (as measured from top to bottom); that’s okay. With tapestry needle and yarn C, sew side seams together. Weave in ends.

Turn pillow RS out. Insert pillow form. With tapestry needle and yarn B, sew beginning and last row together to close pillow.
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Woven Floor Pillow

SKILL LEVEL
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This pillow is perfect for lounging. It works up quickly with chunky yarn and a large hook.

Customize your pillow by choosing your own arrangement of colors for the woven stripes. Stick with one color for a subtle look, or use multiple colors in each channel to add punch.
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MEASUREMENTS

Finished size: 17.5 inches (44.5 centimeters) wide by 21.5 inches (54.6 centimeters) high.

MATERIALS

Plymouth Yarn Encore Chunky, 75% acrylic 25% wool, 3.5 ounces/100 grams, 143 yards/130.7 meters

Color A: 204 (dark green), 4 skeins

Color B: 1385 (hot pink), 1 skein

Color C: 1382 (yellow), 1 skein

Color D: 1386 (red), 1 skein

Color E: 133 (blue), 1 skein

Crochet hook size I, 5.5 mm or size needed to obtain gauge

Tapestry needle

Pillow form or dense foam, 17.5 inches (44.5 centimeters) wide by 21.5 inches (54.6 centimeters) high. If you use dense foam, it should be approximately 2 inches (5.1 centimeters) thick.

STITCHES AND ABBREVIATIONS

Chain stitch (ch)

Fasten off (fo)

Half double crochet (hdc)

Loop (lp), loops (lps)

Right side (RS)

Single crochet (sc)

Skip (sk)

Slip stitch (sl st)

Stitch (st), stitches (sts)

Wrong side (WS)

Yarn over (yo)

GAUGE

10 stitches and 10 rows in hdc/4 inches (10.2 centimeters)

For gauge swatch, ch 16. Hdc in third ch from hook and in each remaining ch. Turn.

Row 1: Ch 2 (counts as hdc). Sk base of ch. Hdc in each st across. Turn.

Repeat Row 1 until swatch is at least 4.5 inches (11.4 centimeters).

Pillow Top (Make 2)

With A, ch 60.

Row 1 (RS). Sc in second ch from hook and in each ch across. Total 59 sc. Turn.

Row 2 (WS). Ch 1. Sc in each st across.

Row 3. Ch 3 (counts as 1 hdc and 1 ch). Sk base of turning ch and next sc. *Hdc in each of next 3 st, ch 1, sk 1 st. Repeat from * across, ending with hdc in top of turning ch. Total 15 windows. Turn.

Row 4. Ch 2 (counts as 1 hdc). *Hdc in window space, hdc in each of next 3 sts. Repeat from * across, ending with hdc in top of turning ch. Total 59 hdc. Turn.

Repeat Rows 3 and 4 until pillow measures approximately 20 inches (50.8 centimeters), ending with Row 4. There should be 15 window rows from bottom to top.

Final row (RS): Ch 1. Sc in each st across. Total 59 sc. Fo.

Finishing

With tapestry needle, weave in ends. Lightly steam block.

Weaving

Cut lengths of contrasting-color yarn approximately 30 inches (76.2 centimeters). Cut the following number of lengths:

16 B

16 C

16 D

12 E

If the yarn is curly, lightly steam block it before weaving.

Weave a pair of yarn lengths through each set of windows, starting and ending with yarn coming out the top of the RS.
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Use this order:

A, B, C, D, A, B, C, D, A, B, C, D, A, B, C.

Don’t knot the yarn yet; just leave the ends hanging out.
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Assembly

Place pillow top and bottom together with RS out, being sure to match up woven colors (unless you purposely don’t want to). Join A in corner through both thicknesses. Sc around three sides, moving the fringe out of your way as you go. Insert pillow form. Sc around remaining side. Fo. Pull end through to inside of pillow.

Tie top and bottom of fringe together in a knot at each end. Trim to an even length.
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Loop-de-loop

SKILL LEVEL
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The loop stitch is a variation on single crochet, with the yarn pulled up to the desired size in the middle of the stitch. Variegated green yarn from Kangaroo Dyer adds to this loopy pillow’s three-dimensional look. Pair it with the Furry Fun pillow (page 16) for an exotic set.
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MEASUREMENTS

Finished size: 10 inches (25.4 centimeters) square
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