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Chapter One


HOW WE SEE THE LAND


All people have told stories about how the world came to be. The Native people of North America had their own stories. These stories explained why the world is the way it is. They also taught people how to live.


A CREATION STORY FROM THE NORTHWEST


After the creation of the world, there were no people or animals. The first man hung curled up inside a peapod for four days. Then, he stretched out his legs and pushed his feet through the end of the peapod. He fell out onto the ground and stood up.


After a while, he started to feel strange. He bent down and drank some water from a small pool. The water ran down his throat and he felt better.


When Man stood up, he saw a dark thing coming toward him. It stopped and looked at him. This was Raven. Raven pushed his beak up onto his forehead like a mask and became a man.


“Where did you come from?” Raven asked. “I’ve never seen anything like you.” He was surprised to see how much the man looked like himself.


“I came from that peapod,” Man said, pointing at the vine with the broken pod still hanging on it.


“I made that vine!” Raven exclaimed, “but I didn’t know anything like you would grow from it. Wait here.” He became a Raven again and flew away.
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