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  Welcome to Portland




  Compared with cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco, or even Seattle, Portland is small. But we like it that way. Though Portland contributes its share to cyberspace, it is also concerned with human space. Portland is the home of groundbreaking biomedical research and world-class firms for animation, advertising, and athletic wear. Yet it is also renowned for its amiable, everyday civility, for its dedication to wise planning and public transportation, for its charming neighborhoods, for its bookstores, sidewalk cafes, and pubs. The parks contain more forest than any city in the nation. People ride their bikes or walk to work. The library serves coffee. Portland is a city where the fire department will still come to your block party.




  Portland is an attractive city with a friendly skyline in a beautiful region of the country. Its setting, in a fertile valley ringed by mountains and bordered by the Columbia and Willamette Rivers, shapes the character of the city in ways that residents tend to take for granted. But the beautiful country surrounding us and within the city itself commands great loyalty—a loyalty that extends to the way we live and work. Many local businesses, for example, are consciously devoted to growing and creating products that draw from our regional abundance, and many others are devoted to using and promoting these products. We work hard to maintain our quality of life.




  We are also a playful city. Citizens prize their parks and libraries. Neighborhood coffee shops and brewpubs are busy long into the night. Workers may leave the downtown area at 5:00 p.m., but they are soon replaced by recreators attending the theater, the movies, the ballet, the symphony, or the opera, strolling the boulevards, stopping for dinner or a glass of wine. On the weekends, crowds gather at the Saturday Market, at the Farmers’ Market, at the river. Or people head up to the mountains or to the coast. We know how to have a good time.
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  i Area Codes and 10-Digit Dialing: Due to a proliferation of telephone numbers, Portland, like most metropolitan areas, has added area codes in recent years. The area codes that serve Portland are (503) and (971). When you make a call in the Portland area, you will need to dial the area code first, then the number—all 10 digits. It won’t be a long-distance call unless you dial a “1” first, which would make 11 digits.




  This appealing mixture of nature and culture, of sophistication and friendliness, draws people from all over the world, and sometimes when they have visited, they want to stay. Who can blame them?




  Overview




  The Portland Metropolitan area comprises Multnomah, Washington, and Clackamas Counties, as well as the southern edge of Clark County in Washington State across the Columbia River to the north. The area is home to nearly two million people who live, work, and play in one of the most beautiful urban areas in the country—at least, that’s what we think.




  Portland sits just to the south of the confluence of the Willamette and Columbia Rivers; it is indeed a port city. It is situated approximately 70 miles from the Pacific Ocean and connects to the Pacific via the Columbia River. Its busy shipping schedule makes it the third-leading commercial maritime center on the West Coast. A significant portion of its freight is eastern Oregon grain, barged down the Columbia, loaded into huge grain elevators, and poured into freighters heading for Asia. On the receiving end, Portland is the third-largest West Coast port for ships bringing Japanese cars into the United States.




  Portland is known as the “City of Roses,” and it possesses the ideal climate in which to grow these lovely flowers. Each June, they are celebrated with a party called the Rose Festival, an event that includes three parades, a carnival, the crowning of a queen, and a visit from a dozen ships from the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, and the Canadian Navy and Coast Guard.
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  Part of what makes those roses grow, of course, is rain. While Portland has 82 days per year when the sky is blue and the sun is shining, it also has, on the average, 82 partly cloudy days and 220 cloudy days per year, with 165 of those coming with at least some precipitation.




  Another element that defines the essence of Portland is the 40-mile Willamette River Greenway, a network of pedestrian and bike trails on both sides of the Willamette that will eventually stretch into a 140-mile-long system connecting 30 parks. Currently it is a paved trail that can take you from Oaks Park in Southeast Portland north along the Willamette to the Steel Bridge. From there you can cross the river to Northwest Portland and follow it south through Tom McCall Park to Willamette Park off Macadam Avenue.




  Walking in Portland is one of its chief pleasures. Miles of paths line the waterfront, inviting pedestrians to ramble. Not only is the downtown area clean and well maintained, but the little villagelike neighborhoods that make up the city encourage residents to walk to the store, the bank, the library, dinner, even work. The city has found that promoting foot traffic is a smart business move. And moving your legs to get to your business can also be a smart move; on any given morning, you will find pedestrians strolling across downtown bridges, taking advantage of their commute time to exercise their legs, minds, and souls as they prepare for their day. If you’re thinking of relocating, you might consider the walking potential of any prospective neighborhoods. You might even find a great job in your own neighborhood and be able to walk to work.




  Planning Your Itinerary




  Whether travelers come as part of a group or independently, they find a full array of activities in Portland—all of which are explored throughout this guide. We will let you plan your own itinerary, but first you need to understand the lay of the land.




  Portland is divided into eastern and western halves by the Willamette River. It is further divided by Burnside Street, which runs east and west, into four quadrants: Southwest, Northwest, Southeast, and Northeast. A fifth “quadrant,” North Portland, the portion west of Williams Avenue, extends from the Broadway Bridge to the Columbia River; however, for the purposes of this book, listings in North Portland and Northeast Portland have been kept together.




  i Portland has a number of colorful nicknames: the City of Roses, Puddletown, and Bridgetown, as well as PDX, our airport code. And we are still known as Stumptown, from the hundreds of fir stumps left in the streets by hasty 19th-century builders. Hinting at our future commitment to good public transportation, early city officials painted them white to warn wagoneers out after dark.




  Few things define Portland as much as its neighborhoods, however, and so to these we now turn.




  Southwest Portland




  Southwest Portland encompasses the downtown area, stretching west beyond Washington Park and south along the Willamette River. The result is an urban village cradled by a friendly wilderness. The downtown area is composed of short blocks, platted in the 19th century to contain lots of little stores and cross streets, thus limiting the size and height of new construction.




  iPortland’s Washington Park MAX station is the home of the deepest light-rail stop in the nation, at 260 feet below Earth’s surface. En route to the elevators that take you to the zoo, stop to look at the core rock samples and read about the geology of the West Hills.




  A good place to start a tour of the Southwest is Pioneer Courthouse Square (www.pioneercourthousesquare.org), which is bordered by Yamhill Street, Morrison Street, 6th Avenue, and Broadway. This is the piazza that anchors the city, full of tourists, office workers eating lunch, families with children, and all the characters that city plazas attract. It is also noted for its waterfall fountain, its imaginative sculpture, and an echo chamber—if you face the steps of the small amphitheater while standing on the round marble stone, you can create a cascade of sound by just saying hello.




  Northwest Portland




  Northwest Portland is characterized by its creative energy, both in its industrially chic Pearl District and in its beautiful Victorian district, Nob Hill. Northwest Portland is also the home of Old Town on the north side of Burnside Street and Chinatown and the Skidmore District. Chinatown, with its entrance at 4th Avenue and Burnside Street, is an Asian-American neighborhood with grocery stores, restaurants, and art galleries. The Portland Classical Chinese Garden, a standout in the district, is one of the few authentic classical-style Chinese gardens in the United States.




  Southeast Portland




  Southeast Portland is a sprawling district characterized by parks, funky residential neighborhoods, alternative-lifestyle shops, Reed College, a riverfront industrial area, and an emerging indie business scene. Lower Burnside is the epicenter of new urban energy and its attendant development.




  North/Northeast Portland




  Northeast Portland and its neighbor North Portland are home to the same blend of industry, commerce, culture, and houses that characterize the rest of the city. Beautiful older houses line tree-shaded streets in neighborhoods such as Laurelhurst, Irvington, and Alameda. Attractive shopping areas draw people from around the region. The popular Lloyd Center is the largest single shopping destination in the area (see Shopping). By light rail, Lloyd Center is just minutes from downtown.
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  Getting Here, Getting Around




  Bordered by mountains, flanked by rivers, surrounded by fertile farmland, the Portland Metro area is well known for its beautiful setting. But don’t let those high mountains fool you: Portland accommodates many modes of transportation and allows easy travel once you arrive. The territory is well served by trains, planes, and buses, and its public transportation system is comprehensive.




  Portland International Airport, or PDX, is the regional airport for all of Oregon and much of southwestern Washington. From here, in addition to its national and international service, commercial air service provides flights to Eugene, Salem, and Medford. Feeder and regional airlines also serve Pendleton and Klamath Falls in eastern and southern Oregon, in addition to providing flights to Newport and North Bend on the Oregon coast. Flights to the airport in Redmond, Oregon, will take you to the popular resorts and natural attractions of Bend and the rest of central Oregon.




  Portland’s Amtrak station operates trains to and from Seattle, Los Angeles, and Chicago, as well as nearby towns such as Corvallis and Eugene. Greyhound buses provide ground transportation in all directions, and buses run regularly to and from Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia; Boise; Denver; Salt Lake City; and major cities in California.
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  Two interstate highways intersect Portland. Interstate 84 runs east and west through the Columbia Gorge from Portland to Idaho and beyond, and Interstate 5 runs through Portland on its way from Canada to Mexico. Often you’ll hear references to the I–5 Corridor, the stretch of I–5 that runs from Portland to Eugene.
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