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    Introduction




    Although another team of authors wrote the original edition of Wyoming Off the Beaten Path, when the offer to update the book came my way, I jumped at the opportunity. Wyoming, you see, is in my blood.




    I was raised in Iowa, where I always felt special because I was born in Wyoming. Among the wannabe cowpokes in my neighborhood—which included just about every boy under the age of 11—saying you were from Wyoming was rather like saying Roy Rogers was your uncle. Don’t ask me how or why, but for a while there, when I was three or four, I even believed I was the cowboy gracing the Wyoming license plate. Today, although my mailing address reads “Idaho,” the first thing I see every morning when looking out my east-facing windows is the Wyoming Tetons.




    My time spent residing in Wyoming doesn’t add up to much—a grand total of six or seven years—but I’ve worked and/or lived in practically every corner of the state. I was born in Wheatland, I graduated from the university in Laramie, and I got married in Grand Teton National Park. I’ve spent time as a National Park Ranger at Devils Tower, cooked shrimp and steaks at Grand Targhee Ski Resort, and worked archaeological projects out of Rock Springs, Worland, Rawlins, Casper, and other towns. I’ve hiked, bicycled, and/or cross-country skied in Yellowstone, the Great Divide Basin, the Wind Rivers, the Tetons, the Absarokas, the Wyoming and Salt River Ranges, the Medicine Bows, the Laramie Range, the Big Horns, the Gros Ventres, the Black Hills, and lesser-known ranges like the Owl Creek and Green Mountains and the Rattlesnake Range. I’ve played pool or horseshoes and drunk beer with cowboys in places you’ve heard of and others you probably haven’t, including lone-pony towns like Hyattville, Jeffrey City, Woods Landing, Hulett, Bondurant, Savery, and Manderson.




    If I’ve learned one thing about Wyoming during my ramblings, it is this: The old state-line greeting signs weren’t stretching the truth when they told you it’s LIKE NO PLACE ON EARTH. Thanks to the sparsity of vegetation covering much of the state, passersby actually have opportunities to study the earth instead of a bunch of grass and trees. Wyoming reveals more about its inner self than just about any state of the Union, which explains why in the Tetons, the Big Horns, the Wind River Canyon, and other locations you’ll see camps and buses teeming with geology students from colleges throughout the United States. And the long list of critters you can see afoot and on the wing in Yellowstone and other parts of Wyoming makes the state one of the great wildlife viewing areas of the world. Then there’s the sky: endless and unfathomably blue. Even the mindset of Wyoming’s human residents is different. Difficult as it is to believe in this era of contracts, litigation, scams, and red tape, in Wyoming there really are folks who still seal business deals with a handshake. Those involved know—corny as it may sound—that a promise from a fellow honest man or woman is worth more than a bunch of words on a piece of paper, any day.




    Today’s traveler can still capture a sense of the hardy individualism and its bipolar companion, spirit of community, which hand in hand built the West as we know it. In Wyoming you can ferret out and follow historic trails penetrating a countryside little changed in the last 150 years: the Oregon-Mormon, California, Bridger, Bozeman, Nez Perce, and Pony Express Trails, for starters. These pioneer Wyoming paths, some of which hosted tens of thousands of travelers in the 1800s, have largely reverted to “unbeaten” status, and by following them you will experience a wild sort of country visited by few pilgrims today.




    Wyoming by its very nature is off the beaten path. That’s obvious. Therefore, many of the attractions featured in this guide are really off the beaten path. Be aware when traveling through broad-shouldered Wyoming that services are often few and far between. Prepare accordingly by always carrying plenty of food and water; by being equipped for minor emergencies, such as a flat tire, so that they don’t become major problems; and by always topping off your gas tank before leaving a town for the wide-open spaces. Know, too, that the weather is unpredictable; it can be fierce in a dozen different ways and can change in less than a moment’s notice. In winter take along a sleeping bag for each person, a snow shovel, snacks, and water. And if you get stranded in the snow somewhere, stay with your car. The climate can be extremely pleasant, too, but take precautions even then: Because of the intense, high-elevation sunshine, you should always apply a high-SPF sunscreen to your exposed skin and wear a hat and sunglasses to protect your head and eyes.




    The Wyoming Division of Tourism has done a logical job of dividing the state into six travel regions, three of which I’ve borrowed for use in this book: Medicine Bow–Flaming Gorge Country (southern Wyoming), Devils Tower– Buffalo Bill Country (northern Wyoming), and Oregon Trail–Rendezvous Country (central Wyoming). The other three Division of Tourism regions—Jackson Hole–Jim Bridger Country, Grand Teton Country, and Yellowstone Country—I’ve combined into one region called Bridger–Yellowstone Country, which comprises most of western Wyoming.




    After experiencing the grandeur and emptiness of Wyoming’s landscapes and the forthright qualities of her people, don’t be surprised to find yourself changed on returning home. And please, don’t resist it: The world would be a lot better off if everyone added even a small piece of Wyoming to their character.




Wyoming at a Glance




	
Nicknames: Cowboy State, Equality State, Big Wyoming





    	
Capital: Cheyenne





    	
Motto: Equal Rights





    	
Demonym: Wyomingite





    	
Highest Elevation: 13,809' (Gannett Peak, Wind River Range)





    	
Lowest Elevation: 3,101' (where the Belle Fourche River flows into South Dakota)





    	
Land Area: 97,914 square miles (ranked 10th in US)





    	
Population: 579,315 (ranked 50th in US)





    	
Statehood: July 10, 1890 (44th state)





    	
State Song: “Wyoming” by Charles E. Winter & George E. Knapp





    	
State Bird: Western meadowlark





    	
State Coin: Sacagawea dollar





    	
State Emblem: Bucking horse and rider





    	
State Grass: Western wheatgrass





    	
State Insect: Sheridan’s green hairstreak butterfly





    	
State Flower: Indian paintbrush





    	
State Tree: Plains cottonwood





    	
State Mammal: American bison





    	
State Gemstone: Wyoming nephrite jade





    	
State Fish: Cutthroat trout





    	
State Reptile: Horned toad





    	
State Dinosaur: Triceratops





    	
State Fossil: Knightia fish





    	
State Sport: Rodeo





    	
Time Zone: Mountain





 

    	
Average Annual Precipitation: 14.5 inches





    	
A Sampling of Radio Stations: Casper: KTWO-AM, 1030 kHz (“the Voice of Wyoming”); Cheyenne: KFBC-AM, 1240 kHz; Cody: KODI–AM, 1400 kHz; Evanston: KEVA-AM, 1240 kHz; Gillette: KIML-AM, 1270 kHz; Green River: KUGR-AM, 1490 kHz; Jackson: KMTN-FM, 96.9 MHz; Kemmerer: KMER-AM, 940 kHz; Laramie: KUWR-FM, 91.9 MHz (National Public Radio, available throughout the state); Rawlins: KRAL-AM, 1240 kHz; Riverton: KVOW-AM, 1450 kHz; Rock Springs: KRKK-AM, 1360 kHz; Sheridan: KWYO-AM, 1410 kHz; Worland: KWOR-AM, 1340 kHz





    	
Major Newspapers: Casper Star Tribune, Daily Boomerang (Laramie), Jackson Hole News & Guide, News-Record (Gillette), Northern Wyoming Daily News (Worland), Rocket-Miner (Rock Springs), Sheridan Press, Wyoming Tribune-Eagle (Cheyenne)





    	
Travel Information: The “Wyoming Vacation Guide” and the “Wyoming Vacation Planner” are both available through the Wyoming Division of Tourism, (307) 777-7777. On the internet, information can be found at wyoming.gov or wyomingtourism.org.





    	
Area Code: There is one area code for the entire state of Wyoming, 307.






  




  



     Southern Wyoming







    Southern Wyoming is the region responsible for the state’s reputation as a windblown, God-forsaken desert. Even here, however, impressive mountains occasionally jut out of the dry land, offering surprisingly verdant, protected havens teeming with wildlife and forests of aspen and pine. And the deserts themselves hold a host of surprises that will delight those intrepid souls willing to spend the time and effort required to earn a closer look.




    Your journey begins in the southeastern corner of the state, then leads along the I–80 corridor, with plenty of side trips taking you off that major thoroughfare. As you cross the state from east to west, you’ll visit cities and settlements with names and appearances that bring to mind the Wild West: places like Cheyenne and Laramie, Rock River and Medicine Bow, Green River and Fort Bridger. Finally, at Evanston, near the Utah border, you’ll turn north to continue on to Bridger–Yellowstone Country.




     Laramie County




    Entering southeast Wyoming from the east, you’ll intersect prehistoric Native American trails and newer trails, too, such as the 19th-century Texas Cattle Trail. Consider forsaking I–80 and crossing the Nebraska–Wyoming border on US 30, the old Lincoln Highway (it’s located just north of I–80).





     SOUTHERN WYOMING
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    The area around the border town of Pine Bluffs served as a crossroads for prehistoric peoples, pioneer sodbusters, and cattle drovers early on the scene. The nearby pine hills provided the Native American inhabitants excellent campsites with plentiful water, firewood, and small game. More than 600,000 cattle were driven through the Pine Bluffs crossroads area during the heyday of the Texas Cattle Trail in 1871, and the Pine Bluffs rail station became the largest cattle-shipping point along the Union Pacific rails. The Texas Trail Museum (housed in Pine Bluffs’s original 1915 power plant/firehouse) illustrates the important role played by the town in the development of the West, with its numerous displays on the area’s cattle ranches and homesteads, early firefighting techniques, cowgirls of the West, Native American cultures, and the Lincoln Highway. The museum is a 4½-acre complex located in the Texas Trail Park downtown at the corner of Third and Market Streets. There you can investigate a caboose, railroad boardinghouse, blacksmith shop, homesteader’s log cabin, bunkhouse, and the first schoolhouse in Laramie County. The Texas Trail Park and Texas Trail Museum are open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wed through Sat, and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sun, from Memorial Day through Labor Day, or by appointment. Call (307) 245-3713 for information or visit their website at pine bluffswy.gov.




    wyomingtrivia




    General John Joseph “Black Jack” Pershing was given an honorary degree of doctor of law by the University of Wyoming. Pershing had roots in the state, having been married to Helen Frances Warren, daughter of Wyoming’s Senator Frances Warren.




    OTHER ATTRACTIONS WORTH SEEING IN SOUTHERN WYOMING





    

    Carbon County Museum


 

    Rawlins




    (307) 328-2740





    Cheyenne Depot Museum




    Cheyenne




    (307) 632-3905





    Killpecker Sand Dunes




    Rock Springs




    (307) 382-2538





    Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests




    (307) 745-2307





    Natural History Museum at Western Wyoming Community College




    Rock Springs




    (307) 382-1666





    Piedmont Charcoal Kilns State Historic Site




    Piedmont




    (307) 782-3842





    Roundhouse & Rail Yards




    Evanston




    (307) 783-6300





    Wyoming House for Historic Women




    Laramie




    (307) 721-2919





    Wyoming Frontier Prison




    Rawlins




    (307) 324-4422





    Uinta County Museum




    Evanston




    (307) 789-8248





    

    


    



    The Lincoln Highway




    The idea for the Lincoln Highway originated at a dinner meeting of automobile industry tycoons in Indianapolis in 1912. At the time, the nation’s two million miles of roads were largely unconnected, and railroads represented the only practical means of coast-to-coast travel. Within three years of the meeting, a patchwork made from existing roads wound its way across the country from Times Square in New York City to Lincoln Park in San Francisco, creating the first transcontinental highway. Wyoming residents lit bonfires along the route across the state on November 13, 1913, to signal the opening of the new Lincoln Highway.




    Later improvements made the Lincoln Highway one of the premier roads of its day. The federal government took over the road system in the late 1920s; to mark the event, on September 1, 1928, the Boy Scouts of America installed more than three thousand Lincoln Highway markers along the route.




    For the most part, the Lincoln Highway ran parallel to the Union Pacific Railroad, which preceded the highway west. Today, fiber-optic cables transport modern-day telecommunications along this historic travel corridor. It is important to note that much of this historic route is dirt and gravel and is impassible for most of the year.













    The High Plains Archaeology Museum and Field Lab—with a museum in town at 211 Elm St. and nearby excavation sites and interpretive center—is open to summer visitors on weekdays and most weekends. The University of Wyoming conducts the archaeological dig; crews of students under the direction of Charles Reher have discovered artifacts dating back 10,000 years, many of which are included in dozens of displays at the museum. The excavation site and new interpretive center can be reached by a five-minute walk along a cement path from the Pine Bluffs information center and rest area south of I–80, or you can drive into town and park at the center. It is open from early June to late Aug.


    wyomingtrivia




    The land comprising Wyoming was acquired by the United States from France as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. The western part of the territory was obtained in the 1946 Oregon Treaty with Great Britain, resulting in the end of the Mexican War.




    The Windows on the Past (1003 Muddy Creek Dr.) interpretive center has been built over the excavations to allow easy access for the public. The excavations go down 20 feet and have revealed 20 distinct cultural levels occupied by ancient peoples over a span of 100 centuries. For more information, and directions to the site and museum, stop at the Pine Bluffs Visitor Center on the south side of I–80, call the Center at (307) 245-3695, or call the archaeology museum in town at (307) 245-9372. During the off-season, Reher welcomes queries at his university office in Laramie by e-mail at arrow@uwyo.edu.


    wyomingtrivia




    Wyoming is an Indian word meaning “a wide prairie place.” The total population of the state, as of 2019, is 572,381 (roughly 5 people per square mile), making it 50th in population. Men make up 51 percent of the population and the medium age is 36.


    If you get parched on your journey, stop in at Freedom’s Edge Brewery (1509 Pioneer Ave.; 307-514-5314; freedomsedgebrewing.com). This family-and dog-friendly brewery features brews such as High Noon Chili Ale, Wild Bliss Cream Ale, Street Weiss, Baby Got Bock, and Hulk Smash IPA.




    Take time to enjoy a trail walk around the archaeological dig and rest area with the aid of a brochure (available at the visitor center). Interpretive trail signs point out wildlife habitat areas, bird sites, and native grasses and other vegetation found in the Pine Bluffs Nature Area.




    If you’re in the area during the first weekend of August, check out the Texas Trail Days, replete with wagon trains, cowboy poetry readings, melodramas, parade, rodeo, street dance, and western barbecues. For information call the Pine Bluffs Visitor Center at (307) 245-3695. Alternatively, on most Friday evenings from Memorial Day through late July, you can take in the town’s summer rodeo series (307-632-3626), with its full slate of bull riding, barrel racing, team roping, bareback riding, and more.




    Finally, before leaving town don’t miss (truth be told, it would be tough to miss) the Our Lady of the Peace Shrine, the largest Marian Statue in the United States. The 30-foot-tall (5 stories), glimmering white statue, created by Cheyenne-based sculptor Robert Fida, was commissioned in 1998 by Ted and Marjorie Trefren. It can be found by taking the I–80 exit at Pine Bluffs and following the signs. More information can be found on their website at ourlady of peaceshrine.com.




    Forty-five miles west of Pine Bluffs, after passing through high plains rippling away in every direction from I–80, you will arrive at the capital city of Cheyenne and catch your first glimpse of the Rocky Mountains rising from the plains to the west. Cheyenne derives its name from the Shey’an’nah, an Algonquin Indian tribe. The city’s wild early days began with the arrival of the Union Pacific Railroad and the establishment of Fort D. A. Russell (now F. E. Warren Air Force Base), built for the protection of the railroaders in 1867. Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, a Union Pacific surveyor, plotted the city as a major rail terminus situated just east of the long pull over the Laramie Range.






    BEST ANNUAL EVENTS IN SOUTHERN WYOMING









JANUARY


Sierra Madre Winter Carnival
Encampment
(307) 327-5501




    


Saratoga Lake Ice Fishing Derby
Saratoga Lake, Saratoga
(307) 326-8855




    


MARCH




    Ceili at The Roundhouse Celtic Festival
Evanston
(307) 679-2348




    


MAY




    Cheyenne Depot Days
Cheyenne
(307) 632-3905




    


JUNE




    Woodchoppers Jamboree and Rodeo
Saratoga/Encampment
(307) 326-8855




    


Flaming Gorge Days
Green River
(307) 679-2348 or 
(800) 354-6743 
info@flaminggorgedays.com




    


Wyoming Brewers Festival
Cheyenne
(307) 632-3905




    


JULY 




    Cheyenne Frontier Days
Cheyenne
(307) 778-7222 or
(800) 227-6336




    


Laramie Jubilee Days
Laramie
(800) 445-5303




    


National High School Rodeo Finals
Gillette
(303) 452-0820




    


Stock Car Races and Fireworks
Rock Springs
(307) 362-3771




    


Wyoming’s Big Show
Rock Springs
(307) 352-6789
info@sweetwaterevents.com




    


AUGUST




    Latino Fest
Rawlins
(307) 324-3020




    


Steinley Cup Microbrew Festival and Chili Cook-off
Saratoga 
(307) 326-8855 or
(800) 228-3547




    


Carbon County Fair & Rodeo
Rawlins
(307) 328-7811
















    In addition to railroaders, early residents included mule skinners, soldiers, rustlers, stagecoach hands, outlaws, and other opportunists. The railhead made Cheyenne a natural base for numerous cattle barons, who established the elaborate Cheyenne Club, where they conducted cattle business and hosted lavish parties. A marker for the Cheyenne Club stands at the northwest corner of Warren Avenue and Seventeenth Street.


    wyomingtrivia


    Wyoming’s first television station was KFBC out of Cheyenne. It began broadcasting on March 21, 1954.


    

    In the 1870s, Cheyenne also became an important center for outfitting miners headed to the goldfields of the Black Hills, and a stagecoach line soon ran between the two areas. The Cheyenne–Fort Laramie–Deadwood Trail started at the corner of Capital Avenue and Sixteenth Street and ran north through Fort Laramie, ending 266 miles later in Deadwood, South Dakota. You can see a trail marker at the corner of Capital Avenue and Twenty-second Street.








    There’s plenty to see and do around Cheyenne. The city is home to the rodeo known as the “Daddy of ’em All,” Cheyenne Frontier Days, in July. Most visitors to Cheyenne flock in to see the world’s largest outdoor rodeo and western celebration (running since 1897)—and you should too if it fits your schedule—but be sure also to visit the excellent Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West Museum, located in Frontier Park at 4610 Carey Ave. This fine museum is a must stop for those interested in exploring the essence of the Old West. An extensive collection of horse-drawn vehicles includes stagecoaches, a hearse, and a range chuck wagon. Native American clothing, rodeo memorabilia dating back to the first Cheyenne rodeo in 1897, a rustic saloon, a Union Pacific exhibit, exhibits on Cheyenne history, and a wonderful collection of western art make up additional displays. Among other tidbits, you’ll learn about Will Pickett, the African-American cowboy and bulldogger known for throwing a steer using only his teeth. Year-round the museum is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., longer hours during the Frontier Days in July. Admission is $7 for adults and free for children 12 and under. Call (307) 778-7290 or visit oldwestmuseum.org for additional information.


    wyomingtrivia




    Wyoming was the first state to have a county public library system. The Laramie County Public Library System was organized in August of 1886 and runs currently.


    

    



    High-Tech Scratching Post




    “The first issue of N. A. Baker’s Daily Leader appeared [in Cheyenne] on September 16, 1867, and on October 25 the telegraph line came in from Laporte, Colorado. Difficulties encountered by the telegraph line crews have a place in Wyoming folklore. Indolent buffalo still roamed the treeless prairie between Omaha and the Laramie Mountains in great herds. They regarded the newly set poles as scratching posts, and several bison could rub a pole out of the ground in a few hours. The line boss decided to spike the poles, points out, to discourage them. This, from the buffalo’s point of view, added greatly to their value. Within a few hours, according to the legend, a waiting line of 30 buffalo had formed at every telegraph pole between Cheyenne and Omaha. And when a lone bison lumbered east from Cheyenne, oldsters allowed they had heard of a vacant pole ‘somewhere this side of Omaha.’” (From Wyoming: A Guide to Its Highways, History, and People, published as part of the Federal Writers’ Project in 1941.)







    



    Another fun diversion that’s part of Cheyenne Frontier Days is the Indian Village, located near the entrance to Frontier Park at Eighth Street and Carey Avenue. Award-winning Native American dancers give free dance performances several times daily during the week’s celebration. Also, authentic Native American jewelry, clothing, and other items are available for sale. Frontier Days runs in mid-to late July for 10 days. For information call (800) 227-6336 or visit the website cfdrodeo.com.








    Nearby, the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens (710 S. Lions Park Dr.; 307-637-6458; botanic.org)—“where sustainability is not just a buzzword”—offers a pleasant contrast to the loud, dusty grounds of Frontier Park. Sit outside among the flowers, take a stroll along the garden pathways, or investigate the exotic plants in the 6,800-square-foot greenhouse conservatory, which constitutes one of the West’s most unusual solar energy demonstrations. See, smell, and touch; the inviting oasis is truly a feast for the senses—particularly during the often bleak, blustery Wyoming winter. Not simply for show, the botanic gardens offer social services, education, and therapy to seniors, youths at risk, and handicapped individuals, and grow food year-round for distribution to the gardens’ volunteers and for low-income programs. The gardens are open 365 days a year during daylight hours. The conservatory hours are Tues through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed some holidays. Admission is free, but donations are welcome.






    For such a sparsely populated state, Wyoming showcases a surprisingly grand state capitol. Its 24-carat gold-leaf dome commands the skyline from all entrances to the city. Built in 1887, expanded in 1890 and 1917, and then remodeled and updated in 2019, the capitol features Corinthian columns and sandstone quarried at Rawlins and in Colorado. A statue commemorating Esther Hobart Morris, America’s first woman justice of the peace, graces the entrance to the capitol. (A replica of the statue is also located in Statuary Hall in the US Capitol in Washington, D.C., along with a statue of Chief Washakie, added in 2000.)


wyomingtrivia




    On November 8, 1904, Wyoming voters went to the polls to determine where the state capitol should be located and to approve the state constitution. While they approved the constitution 6,272 to 1,923, a majority was never achieved on where to locate the capitol, so it remained in its “temporary” spot—Cheyenne. Another vote was never held and to this day Cheyenne remains the “temporary capitol” of Wyoming.


    Partly thanks to Morris, a true pioneer of women’s rights, Wyoming has been designated the Equality State. Its first territorial legislature granted women the right to vote in 1869, and later the legislature required that women be allowed to vote in Wyoming as a condition of Wyoming’s entrance into the Union in 1890. (The Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution, giving all female citizens of the United States the right to vote, would not be passed for another 29 years.) Wyoming also swore in the country’s first all-female jury and elected the first female governor, Nellie Tayloe Ross, in a 1924 special election held to replace her husband, Governor William B. Ross, who had died in office. In 1933 Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Nellie Tayloe Ross as the first female director of the US Mint, a post she held until her retirement in 1953.




    The Spirit of Wyoming, a bronze statue on the plaza between the capitol and the Herschler Building (named after Governor Edgar “Ed” Jacob Herschler), stands more than 18 feet high and depicts a cowboy and his horse seemingly at odds with the elements. The statue is the work of international award-winning sculptor Edward J. Fraughton.






    The Death of Mr. T




    Early in April 1994, the legendary bucking bull, Mr. T, passed away at the John Growney ranch in Red Bluff, California, where he’d spent his last four years. Mr. T, who was 16, was the most feared and revered rodeo bull in the nation during a stretch of nearly six years when not one cowboy managed to stay aboard him for the eight seconds required to earn a score. Mr. T was named Bucking Bull of the Year once and Bucking Bull of the National Finals Rodeo twice. His perfect string, during which he threw 188 cowboys, ended at the 1989 Cheyenne Frontier Days rodeo, when Marty Staneart of Sanger, California, hung on and rode out the eight seconds. Staneart earned a score of 93, then the highest-scoring bull ride in Frontier Days history.





     



    Tom Horn




    Tom Horn, one of the last of an ultra-independent breed, was a free agent hired gun, a man who would do just about anything to earn his keep. Among other things, he was a highly skilled stock detective, working for the Wyoming Stock Growers Association. Raised by Apache Indians for part of his youth, Horn later served as an Indian scout, did a stint with Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders in the Spanish-American War, and worked for the Pinkerton Agency as an investigator. He was also a murderer... or was he?




    After being found guilty of killing 14-year-old Willie Nickell, Horn was hanged in Cheyenne on November 20, 1903. The debate about whether he was guilty of murder, however, continues to this day. A lot of folks believe that Nickell was actually shot and killed by a feuding neighbor who mistook young Nickell for his father. The pro-Horn faction maintains that Tom Horn never was the bloodthirsty murderer he was made out to be.




    On September 20, 1993, in the same courthouse where Horn’s first trial took place, a mock trial was held using the original evidence gathered at the time of the killing. He was found innocent of murder. And still, the debate continues.





    Inside, note the eight large murals in the Senate and House of Representatives chambers. Illustrating early Wyoming life, they’re titled Chief Cheyenne, Frontier Cavalry Officers, Pony Express Rider, Railroad/Builders/Surveyors, Cattlemen, Trappers, Homesteaders, and Stagecoach. The ceilings of both chambers are inlaid with striking Tiffany stained glass, crafted with the Wyoming state seal as the focal point. From there proceed to Room 302, where a 1982 mural, Wyoming: the Land, the People, by Mike Kopriva depicts Wyoming’s past and present culture and lifestyles. Before exiting the capitol, have a look at the mounted elk and bison to get an up-close perspective of the size of some of Wyoming’s common wildlife. The capitol is open to the public Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is closed on weekends. Tours are available year-round. For information on access and in-session activities, call (307) 777-7220 or visit state.wy.us. The capitol is located on Capitol Avenue and Twenty-second Street.




    After you’ve seen where the legislature works, take a short walk over to the 1904 Historic Governors’ Mansion (300 E. Twenty-first St.; 307-777-7878). The mansion housed 19 Wyoming first families until being replaced by a new residence in 1976. In 1925 it became the first governor’s mansion in the United States to be occupied by a female governor, Nellie Tayloe Ross. Designed by Omaha architect Charles Murdock, the building features colonial revival architecture, with a portico supported by four Corinthian columns flanking the main entrance. A tour video is available for viewing. The Historic Governors’ Mansion is open June 1 through Aug 31, Mon through Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun from 1 to 5 p.m. Sept 1 through May 31, hours are Wed through Sat (closed holidays) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free.




    The Wyoming State Museum (2301 Central Ave.; 307-777-7022; wsm@state.wy.us or wyomuseum.state.wy.us), which celebrated its centennial in 1995, houses major collections covering territorial days, Wyoming’s first families, Native Americans, western art, Hollywood westerns featuring movie star Tim McCoy (once an adjutant general of the Wyoming National Guard), and Wyoming fossils and petroglyphs. One of the museum’s treasures is the Historic Photographic Collection, comprising some 250,000 images dating back to the 1860s, from such legendary photographers as Joseph E. Stimson and W. H. Jackson. Photo subjects range from cattle brands to stagecoach robberies and from the Teapot Dome to Yellowstone National Park. Located in the Barrett Building (just south of the capitol), the Wyoming State Museum is open Mon through Sat from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sat hours vary with the season; closed Sun and holidays. Admission is free.




    Your visit to Cheyenne will be historically enhanced with a trip to the evocative Lakeview Cemetery (2501 Seymour Ave.), in operation for nearly 140 years. Among the more interesting and unusual fatalities recorded in cemetery records are an 1887 death attributed to drinking ice water, an 1892 execution of a 17-year-old, and a 1902 death from flypaper poisoning. More common were deaths caused by railroad-related accidents, shootings, and flu epidemics. The first documented hanging by a mob occurred in 1883, the first streetcar death in 1903, the first automobile death in 1915, and the first airplane fatality in 1923. Wander among the tombstones to discover your own historical oddities. Cheyenne’s rich cultural background is evidenced by the deceased of many early ethnic groups—Germans, Poles, Italians, Scots, Basques, and others—concentrated in certain areas of the cemetery. Spend an hour or so taking the Historical Walking Tour that features 22 stops along the way. A tour booklet and pamphlet can be obtained from the cemetery complex office. Lakeview Cemetery is still an operational cemetery, so take care not to interfere with funeral services. The cemetery gates are always open, but the office is only open Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.




    If you’re a fan of unique architecture, take the Historic Downtown Walking Tour (W. 15th St. and Capitol Ave.) featured on the city map available at the visitors bureau (307-778-3133). Three popular favorites are the 1886 Union Pacific Depot, the Tivoli Building, and the Dineen automobile dealership, with its imposing lions hanging out near the roof. Another must-see is the recently renovated Historic Plains Hotel (1600 Central Ave.; 307-638-3311; theplainshotel.com), located across the street from the Union Pacific Depot. Built in 1911 when Cheyenne was known as “The Magic City of the Plains,” to host “visiting celebrities, dignitaries, business titans, and other luminaries,” this hotel boasts the distinction of being the first to have a phone in every room. The hotel is also rumored to be haunted.








    Cheyenne also boasts several top-notch art galleries and western clothing stores, which you’ll pass during the walking tour.




    

    By now the digestive juices should be flowing. You can’t beat The Albany (1506 Capital Ave.; 307-638-3507; albany cheyenne.com) for substantial evening fare, such as steaks, seafood, and other favorites. The building that houses the restaurant was built in 1905 by Charles Becker as The Hotel Becker. While the restaurant has passed through many hands since then, it has been owned by the same family since 1942. Food prices are moderate. The Albany is open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and then from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Mon through Sat (closed major holidays).


wyomingtrivia




    Before the Plains Hotel, the leading hotel in Cheyenne was the Inter-Ocean Hotel, which was the first hotel in the world to have electricity. It was built in 1875 by Barney Ford, a former slave. Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Ulysses S. Grant stayed there. The very thing that gave the hotel its fame caused its demise when on December 17, 1916, a fire started on the third floor woman’s bathroom as a result of shorted wires.


    

    The Terry Bison Ranch was formerly the southern headquarters of the huge land holdings of Wyoming’s first governor, F. E. Warren. Presidents, generals, and senators were among those who found it a pleasant retreat. Early visitors to Warren’s Terry Ranch included President Theodore Roosevelt and Warren’s son-in-law, Gen. John “Black Jack” Pershing. Today you can overnight in a log cabin or bunkhouse room, or park your RV, and enjoy horseback riding, fishing on a private lake, and motorized tours to view a bison herd of roughly 2,500 head roaming 30,000 acres (there are also longhorns, camels, llamas, and other critters)—all within minutes of downtown Cheyenne. Other facilities on the Terry Bison Ranch include the Senator’s Steakhouse and Brass Buffalo Saloon. Take the Terry Ranch exit off I–25, 7 miles south of Cheyenne, and follow the signs. The season runs from early Apr through Sept, but the cabins and RV facilities are available year-round. Prices for accommodations vary depending on the time of year. For more information call (307) 634-4171 or visit terrybisonranch.com.


 



    Another item to add to your Cheyenne “to-do” list is a guided tour of F. E. Warren Air Force Base (warren.af.mil), conducted by appointment. You can make one by calling (307) 773-3381; alternatively, you can take a self-guided cell-phone (hands-free headsets only) audio historic tour in your own vehicle. Notice: Tours are subject to change and inclement weather or mission requirements can cause them to be cancelled with little to no notice. To get there, at the west end of town take Randall Avenue to the base main entrance. The tour includes an excellent museum depicting the fort’s early military history. Many of the older buildings, some dating back to 1885, are constructed in the colonial style, with red brick and imposing white columns. Also of interest is the Archaeology Interpretive Center, which showcases Native American artifacts uncovered by the base’s excavation program.








    Originally a frontier army outpost, the base now controls a dwindling arsenal of Atlas intercontinental ballistic missiles, as well as overseeing a fleet of Minuteman III missiles in Wyoming, Colorado, and Nebraska. In 1930 President Hoover renamed Fort Russell in honor of Francis Emory Warren, Wyoming’s first governor and a US senator for 37 years. Warren came to Wyoming in 1868 at age 23, taking a job with A. R. Converse, owner of a mercantile store. The two became partners in the mercantile business and later in livestock operations. The Warren Mercantile Company grew into the largest supplier of furniture and hardware in Wyoming, and Warren’s livestock holdings grew to 3,000 cattle and more than 60,000 sheep. By 1909 Warren was the richest person in Wyoming.
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    On February 1, 1958, F. E. Warren Air Force Base was transferred to a Strategic Air Command, becoming the first Atlas ICBM base in the world.


    

    During Frontier Days, the base hosts Fort D. A. Russell Days, with living history demonstrations, footraces, and an ice-cream social, followed by a dance where you may—if you are able—do the Virginia reel under lantern light. Guests are asked to come attired in Victorian-period costumes or western wear. Other activities include artillery demonstrations and infantry and cavalry horse drills of the 1800s. If you plan to attend this event, access the base through Gate 1 off Randel Ave., and be sure to bring your identification. In addition, vehicles are subject to random searches.




    From Cheyenne take Missile Drive to Happy Jack Road (WY 210) heading west. This scenic back road to Laramie rises from Cheyenne’s elevation of 6,062 feet to more than 8,640 feet, before beginning the descent into Laramie. The terrain changes dramatically as rolling grasslands give way to the craggy outcroppings of the Laramie Range foothills, and the scent of pine supplants the smell of grass and sage. Keep alert for antelope, coyotes, deer, elk, and other critters.




    Happy Jack Road derives its name from Happy Jack Hollinsworth, who started ranching in the foothills of the Laramie Range in 1884. Hollinsworth was said to be always singing and whistling while working his ranch and hauling wood for sale into Cheyenne.




    Twenty-four miles out of Cheyenne you’ll come upon the entrance to 1,645-acre Curt Gowdy State Park, a great spot for camping, hiking, and fishing. The park encompasses Crystal and Granite Reservoirs, the water supply for Cheyenne. The park is named after a native son and renowned American sportscaster. Born in Green River, Wyoming, Curt Gowdy went on in the 1950s and ’60s to serve as the “voice of the Boston Red Sox.” After that he worked as an announcer for ABC and then NBC sports and, finally, CBS sports. He also hosted the long-running fishing and hunting show The American Sportsman on ABC. He passed away in 2006.




    Across Happy Jack Road to the north and less than a mile west is Hynds Lodge, built by Cheyenne business executive and philanthropist Harry P. Hynds and donated to the Boy Scouts of America in 1922. The building is a conference and accommodations lodge that is open to groups large and small on a reservation-only basis from May 1 through Oct 1. (The office is open beginning the first work day of Oct for reservations the next year.) The lodge includes sleeping accommodations for 30; a large kitchen complete with appliances, pots and pans, and dishes; a dining area; and recreational facilities. For information on Hynds Lodge, call Curt Gowdy State Park headquarters at (307) 632-7946.




    Coyote, an Omnivore with Few Peers




    Coyotes inhabit both the basin and the range country throughout Wyoming. Certainly a diverse diet is one thing that helps the crafty canid adapt to different environments. A biological study conducted in Yellowstone in the late 1930s documented the following “miscellaneous food and nonfood items” found in a sampling of more than 5,000 coyote droppings, in addition to the more common remains of large and small mammals, birds, cold-blooded vertebrates, invertebrates, and vegetable matter: horse manure, garbage, muskmelon, corn refuse, paper, rag, canvas-leather glove, butter wrapper, twine, banana peel, orange peel, leather (one piece containing a rivet), cellophane, steak bone, grape seeds, mouse nest material, 7 inches of curtain, pear, prune seed, match, 2 square inches of rubber, tinfoil, shoestring, mud, paint-covered rag, 8 inches of rope, 3 square inches of towel, lemon rind, bacon rind, two pieces of shirt, canvas, gunny sack, isinglass, and botfly larvae.





    



    



    You may want to stay and poke around this uncommonly beautiful area for a day or two. If you prefer relaxing in style to roughing it, for an outstanding base of operations check into Windy Hills Wyoming Bed and Breakfast (393 Happy Jack Rd.). The enterprise features suites in the main home, a two-bedroom guest house, a three-bedroom log house, and a spa house. For reservations, pricing, and precise directions, call (307) 632-6423 or visit windyhillswyo.com.




    Another overnight option is the Nagle Warren Mansion Bed and Breakfast (222 E. 17th St.; 800-811-2610; naglewarrenmansion.com). Built in 1867 by grocery merchant Erasmus Nagle when Cheyenne was the richest city of its size in the world. It was also once home to Senator F. E. Warren, for whom the Air Force base was named.




    Albany County




    Continuing west on Happy Jack Road, you’ll soon be greeted by the otherworldly Sherman granite rock formations of the Vedauwoo (pronounced VEE-dah-voo) area. The name means “earthborn spirits” in Arapaho, and Native Americans regard the area as a particularly sacred place. With a little imagination, you can have a lot of fun transforming the 1.4-billion-year-old rocks sculpted by eons of water and weather into familiar objects. Seal Rock, for instance—just north of the highway and a few hundred yards before you reach the large Medicine Bow National Forest sign—quickly reveals the source of its name. A few hundred yards beyond the forest sign, turn left (south) to find other intriguing rock formations and to reach the Vedauwoo picnic area. (From there, Happy Jack Road continues on to the Lincoln Monument.)




    Try to discover Bison, Loaf of Bread, Hawk, and Dinosaur Bone Rocks on your own. Be sure also to look to the west for the precariously balanced cube as you head south on the winding dirt road. The long-range vista encompasses Twin Mountain, Green Mountain to the east, and Pole Mountain to the west. Vedauwoo offers a refuge in which simply to relax and contemplate your place in the universe (or something less weighty if the mood dictates). The nimble and properly equipped can scale rock outcrops and faces with difficulty ratings ranging from an easy 5 to an experts-only 5.14. There’s also great hiking, mountain biking, camping, and other activities. To learn more about Vedauwoo’s special attributes, activities, weather, and more, visit the website vedauwoo.org.




    Continue on the Vedauwoo road until you encounter I–80; but before joining the rush of traffic westward, take a brief detour at exit 329 to the unexpected Ames Monument. Proceed through the underpass and bear left; a 2-mile trip beyond will take you to a 60-foot pyramid of native granite created in 1882 for $65,000 as a monument to Oliver and Oakes Ames, who helped finance the construction of the first transcontinental railroad.




    The monument demonstrates the heavy stonework characteristic of the Romanesque-influenced style made famous by its designer, the noted architect Henry Hobson Richardson. The pyramid appears to have been intentionally placed in the middle of nowhere. That’s because originally it stood next to the Union Pacific tracks and the now-abandoned town of Sherman, where the trains were safety-inspected before the steep descent into Laramie from Sherman Hill. Around the turn of the century, the railroad moved the tracks a few miles south in order to follow a more desirable grade. As a result, Sherman died a ghost town’s death. US Senator Oakes Ames did not fare much better: He was indicted for bribery in connection with the infamous Credit Mobilier Scandal, dying before he could be brought to justice.




    Some years after the monument was finished, an enterprising local politician discovered it was in the wrong place. A certain Mr. Murphy, justice of the peace in Laramie, found the pyramid was located not on Union Pacific land but on federal land—not a surprising mistake given the strange pattern of railroad land grants in the West. (Railroads were granted land along their routes in a 40-mile-wide strip of alternating square-mile sections. Each railroad section lies next to a government section in a checkerboard pattern that continues to plague land managers today.) When Mr. Murphy discovered that the monument was in fact on a government section, he promptly filed a homestead claim on it and told the railroad to get its big stone pile off his land. Railroad lawyers threatened him with impeachment for conspiracy, however, and he backed off.




    The Ames brothers may have helped link the country by rail, but the next monument on the tour commemorates Abraham Lincoln, the man who kept the nation united and who posthumously lent his name to the country’s first transcontinental highway. To find it, complete the loop back to I–80 and proceed west to exit 323 and the summit of Sherman Hill, the highest spot on the coast-to-coast highway at an elevation of 8,640 feet. Built in 1959, the Lincoln Monument originally stood alongside the Lincoln Highway, the first road across America, but was moved in 1969 to its present site. University of Wyoming art professor and sculptor Robert Russin crafted the 12½-foot bronze bust, which rises 42½ feet on a granite pedestal built with Vedauwoo-area granite. Also, located here is the Henry Bourne Joy and the Lincoln Highway marker commemorating the first president of the Lincoln Highway Association (1913). The marker was originally located at the I-80 Continental Divide exit west of Creston Junction, but is now found here. Joy was president of the Packard Motor Company and a major force in the Lincoln Highway movement as the first president of the Lincoln Highway Association. The 1939 monument is surrounded by a fence anchored by four concrete Lincoln Highway markers.




    At the summit you’ll find a visitor center, rest area, and picnic sites. Happy Jack Road also terminates here, joining I–80 at the summit. Backtracking about a mile on Happy Jack Road takes you to Tie City Campground Trail Head, where tie hackers once fashioned railroad ties out of logs. Today it is a trail-head for cross-country skiers in the winter and hikers and mountain bikers the rest of the year. There are several trails in the area: 9 “easy” totaling 7.4 miles; 12 “moderate” totaling 12.8 miles, and 10.2 miles of “difficult” trails.




    Prepare for a spectacular descent into the notoriously windy, mountain-ringed Laramie Basin through a canyon lined on both sides by glorious red rock. Ancient tepee rings, buffalo kill sites, and unearthed artifacts in the basin indicate that nomadic peoples frequented this area for at least 10,000 years, but it was not until the Union Pacific Railroad arrived in 1868 that a permanent settlement took hold. Named after Jacques LaRamie, a French-Canadian fur trapper and the first white man thought to have visited the area (LaRamie shipped out furs from 1815 to 1827), the city was selected by the Wyoming Territorial Legislature as the site of the Wyoming Territorial Prison and the University of Wyoming.








    The Overland Trail traversed the Laramie Basin, where it was served by a large station complete with blacksmith shop, roadhouse, and toll bridge crossing the Laramie River. Westbound travelers used the trail heavily between 1862 and 1868 before the Union Pacific Railroad made the journey more convenient and less treacherous. Overland Trail ruts can still be seen stretching out across the prairie along WY 130 at a point approximately 11 miles west of Laramie.
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    Laramie, Fort Laramie, Laramie Peak, the Laramie Range, Laramie County, and the Laramie River all were named after Jacques LaRamie, a well-known fur trapper of the 1820s who was reportedly killed by Indians along his namesake river.


    

    An “end of the tracks” town, Laramie garnered a reputation as one rough place. In October 1868, for example, a fierce gun battle broke out in town between outlaws and vigilantes. The criminals fled, but not before four were caught and hanged: Asa Moore, Con Wager, “Big Ed,” and “Big Steve,” a foursome suspected of some 50 murders combined.




    The first all-woman jury in the nation sat in Laramie in 1870, an event that moved King William of Prussia to send President Grant a congratulatory message. The breakthrough proved short lived, however, and women did not serve on juries in Wyoming again until 1950. On another suffrage front, Laramie’s Eliza A. “Grandma” Swain went to the polls on June 6, 1870, and earned the distinction of becoming the first woman in the United States to vote in a general election.








    Restored to its original condition, the Wyoming Territorial Prison lives on as a State Historical Site under the name of Wyoming Territorial Prison State Historic Site (975 Snowy Range Rd.; 307-745-6161; wyoparks.wyo.gov). In operation since the early 1990s, the park has earned the reputation as a class attraction. The prison here once incarcerated notables such as Wild Bunch leader Butch Cassidy (Robert Leroy Parker), who did time for horse thievery. Gov. William A. Richards pardoned Cassidy in January 1896, before he’d served out his two-year sentence—but not before Butch gave his oath as a gentleman that he would do no more thievin’ of horses or cattle or banks in Wyoming. (Butch kept his word, but unfortunately the governor forgot to include train robberies in the bargain.) Here you’ll also learn about infamous prisoners, such as Clark “The Kid” Pelton, Minnie Snyder, and other evildoers of nearly every imaginable sort.
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    Wyoming’s distinction as the “Equality State” is well earned. Wyoming had the first women governor (Nellie Tayloe Ross, 1925-27), the first woman justice of the peace (Ester Hobart Morris, 1970), the first woman elected to a statewide office (Estelle Reel, 1895), the first woman mayor (Susan Whissler, 1911), the first woman bailiff (Martha Symons-Boies-Atkinson, 1870), the first all-women jury (1870), and the first all-women city council (1920).


    In addition to the prison, which was built in 1872 and restored in 1989, the 190-acre grounds hold a number of other exhibits. The Horse Barn Theatre highlights the colorful history of Laramie and its surroundings, while the Ranchland exhibit honors Albany County settlers with a furnished log homestead, schoolhouse, and outbuildings. The attraction is open year round May 1 through Sept 30 from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. seven days a week. From Oct 1 to 6, it is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. From Oct 7 to Apr 30, the hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wed through Sat (closed Thanksgiving and Christmas). Admission is $7 for adults, $3.50 for those 12 to 17, and free for kids 11 and under.




    Besides featuring a gorgeous, tree-lined campus, the University of Wyoming (UW) (founded in 1886, four years before Wyoming became a state) holds some real treasures tucked away in its buildings of native sandstone. Your first stop should be the visitor information center at 1408 Ivinson Ave., where you can pick up a campus map and obtain a parking permit. Next, find your way to the Geological Museum, located on the northwest campus near the corner of 9th St. and Lewis, in the east wing of the S. H. Knight Geology Building. It is one of few such museums in the Rocky Mountains, and its fossils exhibit rivals the best found in the country. In the 1960s Samuel H. Knight hand-hammered copper sheets into a life-size Tyrannosaurus rex that now guards the entrance to the museum. Inside, the museum is dominated by two dinosaurs: a 70-foot-long skeleton of a Brontosaurus (more properly, Apatosaurus excelsus) discovered about 75 miles northwest of Laramie in 1901, and a cast of a skeleton of a juvenile Allosaurus discovered in northern Wyoming in 1991. Both date from the Jurassic period, around 145 million years ago. The Apatosaurus is one of only six on display in the world. Roughly 50 types of dinosaurs have been unearthed in Wyoming, and new varieties still turn up from time to time. The museum has dozens of displays that tell the dinosaur story and interpret the state’s geology. Other highlights include the skeleton of a 50-million-year-old garfish, the largest complete freshwater fossil fish on display in the world. It is open Mon through Sat (except holidays) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 307-766-2646 for the latest information.




    Moving from fauna to floral biodiversity, the Rocky Mountain Herbarium on the UW campus represents one of the foremost plant collections in the nation. Located on the third floor of the Aven Nelson Memorial Building (9th St. at University Ave.; 307-766-2236; rmh.uwyo.edu), the herbarium houses more than 540,000 dried plant specimens, including all of Wyoming’s known flowering plants. It is the largest collection of central Rocky Mountain plants in existence. Although the herbarium is primarily a research facility, the public can visit during summer Mon through Fri from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or by special arrangement. Fall, winter, and spring hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri.




    Your University of Wyoming tour would not be complete without getting creeped out at the Insect Gallery in Room 4018 of the Agriculture Building. The collection, started in 1894 by zoology professor Frank Niswander, features live displays of creatures such as hermit crabs, Madagascar hissing cockroaches, and tarantulas, as well as thousands of mounted insects from the world over. In all, the collection includes more than a quarter of a million insect specimens. The gallery is open Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. To schedule a visit call (307) 766-5338.




    Another site not to miss while on campus is the Anthropology Museum (307-766-5136), located inside the Anthropology Building. The four-story museum is located on the north side of the campus at 12th and Lewis. Start on the first floor and follow the “Human Odyssey,” from its roots in Africa several million years ago to the spread of the human species throughout the world. Features include the Colby Mammoth Site, the Vore Buffalo Jump, and other archaeological sites specific to Wyoming. The first and second floors have displays featuring bison evolution, archaeological research, and world cultural diversity. The hunter-gatherer heritage in the northern Plains, Alaska, Africa, and others is also celebrated, as you progress, concluding with the award winning Wyoming Archaeology month posters on the fourth floor. The Anthropology Museum is open Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. summers.




    The University of Wyoming American Heritage Center & Art Museum (2111 E. Willett Dr.; 307-766-4114; ahc.uwyo.edu) is also a must-see. The mission of the center is to maintain the university’s archives and to collect, preserve, and disseminate historical documentation at the local, state, national, and international level. Here can be found the papers of such notables as Stan Lee, Barbara Stanwyck, Hugh Downs, and the famous horse Desert Dust. The American Heritage Center and Art Museum is housed in the UW Centennial Complex, designed by internationally acclaimed architect Antoine Predock. It’s open Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.




    Being a university town, Laramie has its share of good restaurants and coffeehouses. A downtown favorite is Altitude Chophouse & Brewery (320 S. Second St.; 307-721-4031; altitudechophouse.com). Altitude is open for lunch and dinner and features good sandwiches, soup, and specials. Dinner specialties include choice steaks, fresh fish, and hand-tossed pizzas. Prices are moderate; enjoy the pool tables and banquet room and the beer and ale brewed onsite with such names as High Plains Pale Ale and 7200 Stout—a heady nod to Laramie’s lofty elevation.




    Laramie in Film and Television




    The town of Laramie has been the subject of several different movies including Laramie (1949) and The Man from Laramie (1955) starring Jimmy Stewart. In 1959, NBC launched a television series—called Laramie—set in Laramie, Wyoming Territory, during the 1870s. In the series, starring John Smith and Robert Crawford Jr., Slim Sherman (Smith) and his 14-year-old brother Andy (Crawford) try to hold onto the family ranch after their father is shot by a dastardly land grabber. The show also starred Robert Fuller as Jess Harper and Hoagy Carmichael as Jonesy. It ran until 1963.




    Today you can take a self-guided tour of the historic downtown where much of the series was based. You can find buildings such as Lovejoy’s Novelty Works, the site where Elmer Lovejoy built Wyoming’s first automobile in 1898 out of his bicycle shop or the Connor Hotel which, when it opened in 1913, was Laramie’s most luxurious hotel. You can even visit the spot where notorious outlaw Asa Moore and two of his henchmen were hanged by the townsfolk, after declaring themselves in charge. Don’t forget to stop by St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church with its Gothic Revival–style architecture and clock tower—complete with chimes—and the Wyoming House for Historic Women that celebrates Wyoming’s distinction as the Equality State and Laramie’s part as being the site where the first woman—Grandma Swain—cast a ballot in a general election. You can find more information about this self-guided tour at visit laramie.org/historic-downtown-laramie-tour.
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