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First for Piet, who told me about Kisscula,

and now for Emma and Aidan



Cast of Characters


Miss Mallard: World-famous ducktective

Inspector Willard Widgeon: Miss Mallard’s nephew and inspector with the Swiss police

Effie: Relative of Abigail Spoonbill

Mario Sprig: Lawyer in charge of reading the will of Abigail Spoonbill

Abigail Spoonbill: Also known as Great Aunt Abby, recently deceased owner of Duckinbill Castle, whose will is being read

Jillie, Millie, and Tillie Butterball: Sisters, and relatives of Abigail Spoonbill

Count Kisscula: A kisspire who is said to haunt Duckinbill Castle

Josie and Amy Eider: Sisters, and relatives of Abigail Spoonbill

George and Bernard Scaup: Brothers, and relatives of Abigail Spoonbill

Bill, Bob, and Jim Teal: Brothers, and relatives of Abigail Spoonbill



What’s in Miss Mallard’s Bag?


Miss Mallard has many detective tools she brings with her on her adventures around the world.

In her knitting bag she usually has:

• Newspaper clippings

• Knitting needles and yarn

• A magnifying glass

• A flashlight

• A mirror

• A travel guide

• Chocolates for her nephew
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A Stormy Night
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A flash of lightning ripped across the night sky. Miss Mallard, the world-famous ducktective, paid the carriage driver and hurried up the stairway that led to Duckinbill Castle.

Lightning struck again, and there was a crash of thunder.

“Stop that!” Miss Mallard quacked at the sky. “You act as if doom awaits me at the castle, not a simple reading of a will!”

Miss Mallard came to the front entrance of the castle. She rapped a rusty iron knocker against the heavy wooden door.
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