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Words to Understand
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innovator: Someone who comes up with a new and creative way of doing things.


practical: Useful; not silly.


discrimination: Unfair treatment of a group.


artificial intelligence: A computer program that pretends to act like a human in some way.


simulate: Imitate.





CHAPTER ONE


Distant Beginnings


The year 2013 was a very important one for Google because the company celebrated its fifteen-year anniversary. In just a decade and a half, Google’s founders had transformed an amazing idea into an Internet reality.


The Google Search Engine first entered the world in 1998. It quickly expanded in all senses of the word. The company hired more employees, moved to a larger building, and eventually started looking into other areas of business.


Google’s methods to success have never been a secret, as the company’s leaders believe in being honest with the public and their employees about what goes on in the Google headquarters. When visiting an Internet page, though, it’s easy to forget how much work goes into it. Large warehouses with powerful computers are required to keep up with all the Google searches from people around the world—and that is only for the main Google website. Dozens of extra projects have been released under the Google name, and they are all free to use.
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Sergey (left) and Larry (right) have changed the world with their work together. Today, Google is one of the most important companies on the planet.
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Millions around the world use Google every day to search the Internet and learn more about their favorite subjects.





Google’s story is a fascinating one. It begins with two men, Larry Page and Sergey Brin.


Both Larry and Sergey became interested in technology from an early age, although their childhoods were very different. They grew up in very different areas of the world. Larry Page started his life in Michigan, while Sergey Brin spent his childhood in Russia. After many years of working on their own, they found each other at Stanford University when they were much older. By that time, they were both already well on their way to changing the world.
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Larry learned about computers at the University of Michigan, where his parents were computer science teachers.





LARRY PAGE


Larry Page was born in 1973, eight years after his father became one of the first people to earn a Ph.D. in computer science. Computer scientists study how a computer works and know how to tell a computer what to do. The way they do this is through special codes known as computer languages. Carl Page, Larry’s father, was known as a computer expert before Larry was even born.


Gloria, Larry’s mother, was also interested in computers. She and her husband taught computer science classes at Michigan State University. Their interests greatly influenced young Larry, who started playing with computers at the age of six. He wanted to learn everything he could about computers. According to Larry, the house he grew up in “was usually a mess, with computers and Popular Science magazines all over the place.” Various electronics scattered around the house provided an endless playground for the tech-savvy youngster.
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