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Texas Parks and Campgrounds






	1.


	Abilene State Park







	2.


	Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation







	3.


	Amistad National Recreation Area







	4.


	Anahuac Parks







	5.


	Andrews:







	 


	Florey Park







	 


	Municipal Trailer Park







	6.


	Angelina National Forest







	7.


	Atlanta State Park







	8.


	Austin: Emma Long Municipal Park







	9.


	Ballenger City Park







	 


	Ballenger Lake Park







	10.


	Balmorhea State Park







	11.


	Bastrop State Park







	12.


	Bay City: Riverside Park







	13.


	Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park







	14.


	Big Bend National Park







	15.


	Big Bend Ranch State Park







	16.


	Big Lake: Reagan County Park







	17.


	Big Spring:







	 


	Comanche Trail Park







	 


	Moss Creek Lake Park







	 


	Big Spring State Park







	18.


	Big Thicket National Preserve







	19.


	Black Kettle National Grassland







	20.


	Blanco State Park







	21.


	Boca Chica State Park







	22.


	Bonham State Park







	23.


	Borger: Huber Park







	24.


	Bowie City Parks







	25.


	Brady: Lake Brady Park







	26.


	Brady: Richard’s Park







	27.


	Brazos Bend State Park







	28.


	Bridgeport: Wise County Park







	29.


	Brownfield: Coleman Park







	30.


	Brownsville: Adolph Thomae, Jr. Park







	31.


	Buescher State Park







	32.


	Buffalo Lake National Refuge







	33.


	Caddo Lake State Park







	34.


	Caddo National Grasslands







	35.


	Camp Wood: Wes Cooksey Park







	36.


	Canyon Lake







	37.


	Caprock Canyon State Park







	38.


	Castroville Regional Park







	39.


	Cedar Hill State Park







	40.


	Childress: Baylor/Childress Lakes







	41.


	Chinati Mountains State Natural Area







	42.


	Choke Canyon State Park







	43.


	Cleburne State Park







	44.


	Colorado Bend State Park







	45.


	Colorado City: Ruddick Park







	46.


	Copper Lake State Park







	47.


	Copper Breaks State Park







	48.


	Corpus Christi:







	 


	Padre Balli Park







	49.


	Daingerfield State Park







	50.


	Dalhart: Rita Blanca Lake Park







	51.


	Davis Hill State Park







	52.


	Davis Mountains State Park







	53.


	Davy Crockett National Forest







	54.


	Devils River State Natural Area







	55.


	Devils Sinkhole State Natural Area







	56.


	Dinosaur Valley State Park







	57.


	Dumas: Texoma Park







	58.


	E. V. Spence Reservoir







	59.


	Eagle Mountain Lake State Park







	60.


	Eisenhower State Park







	61.


	Enchanted Rock State Natural Area







	62.


	Fairfield Lake State Park







	63.


	Falcon State Park







	64.


	Ft. Boggy State Park







	65.


	Fort Griffin State Historical Park







	66.


	Fort Parker State Park and Old Fort Parker State Historical Park







	67.


	Fort Richardson State Historical Park and Lost Creek Reservoir State Trailway







	68.


	Franklin Mountains State Park







	69.


	Fredericksburg: Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park







	70.


	Freeport:







	 


	Quintana Beach County Park







	 


	San Luis County Park







	71.


	Galveston:







	 


	Galveston Island State Park







	72.


	Garner State Park







	73.


	Goliad State Historical Park







	74.


	Gonzales:







	 


	Independence Park







	 


	Lake Wood Recreation Area







	75.


	Goose Island State Park







	76.


	Government Canyon







	77.


	Guadalupe Mountains National Park







	78.


	Guadalupe River State Park and Honey Creek State Natural Area







	79.


	Haskell City Park







	80.


	Hill Country State Natural Area







	81.


	Hueco Tanks State Historical Area







	82.


	Huntsville State Park







	83.


	Inks Lake State Park







	84.


	Iraan: Alley Oop Park







	85.


	Joe Pool Lake, Lloyd Park







	86.


	Kerrville-Schreiner State Park







	87.


	Kickapoo Cavern State Park







	88.


	Kingsville: Kaufer-Hubert Memorial Park and SeaWind RV Resort







	89.


	Lake Arrowhead State Park







	90.


	Lake B. A. Steinhagen







	91.


	Lake Bardwell







	92.


	Lake Bastrop Recreation Area







	93.


	Lake Belton







	94.


	Lake Benbrook







	95.


	Lake Bob Sandlin State Park







	96.


	Lake Brownwood State Park







	97.


	Lake Buchanan: Black Rock Park







	 


	Canyon of the Eagles Lodge and Nature Park







	98.


	Lake Casa Bianca International State Park







	99.


	Lake Colorado City State Park







	100.


	Lake Corpus Christi State Park







	101.


	Lake Cypress Springs







	102.


	Lake Fayette







	103.


	Lake Georgetown







	104.


	Lake Granger







	105.


	Lake Grapevine







	106.


	Lake Hords Creek







	107.


	Lake Houston State Park







	108.


	Lake Jacksonville Park







	109.


	Lake Lavon







	110.


	Lake Lewisville







	111.


	Lake Livingston State Park







	 


	Wolf Creek Park







	112.


	Lake Meredith National Recreation Area and Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument







	113.


	Lake Mineral Wells State Park and Trailway







	114.


	Lake O’ the Pines







	115.


	Lake Pat Mayse







	116.


	Lake Proctor







	117.


	Lake Rita Bianca







	118.


	Lake Sam Rayburn







	119.


	Lake Somerville (Corps of Engineers Parks)







	 


	Lake Somerville State Park







	120.


	Lake Stillhouse Hollow







	121.


	Lake Tawakoni State Park







	 


	Wind Point Park







	122.


	Lake Texana:







	 


	Lake Texana Mustang Wilderness Park







	 


	Lake Texana State Park







	123.


	Lake Texoma







	124.


	Lake Travis:







	 


	Arkansas Bend Park







	 


	Cypress Creek Park







	 


	Mansfield Dam







	 


	Pace Bend Park







	 


	Sandy Creek Park







	
125.



	Lake Waco







	126.


	Lake Whitney (Corps of Engineers Parks)







	 


	Lake Whitney State Park







	127.


	Lake Wright Patman







	128.


	Littlefield: Waylon Jennings Free Campground







	129.


	Llano and Robinson City Parks







	 


	Llano River Bank Park







	130.


	Lockhart State Park







	131.


	Lost Maples State Natural Area







	132.


	Lubbock: Buffalo Springs Lake Park







	133.


	Lyndon B. Johnson National Grassland







	134.


	Marlin: Falls on the Brazos







	135.


	Martin Creek Lake State Park







	136.


	Martin Dies, Jr. State Park







	137.


	Mason: Fort Mason City Park







	138.


	Matagorda Island State Park







	139.


	McClellan Creek National Grassland/Lake McClellan







	140.


	McKinney Falls State Park







	141.


	Meridian State Park







	142.


	Mission Tejas State Historical Park







	143.


	Monahans Sandhills State Park







	144.


	Mother Neff State Park







	145.


	Muleshoe National Refuge







	146.


	Mustang Island State Park







	147.


	Navarro Mills Lake







	148.


	O. H. Ivie Reservoir







	149.


	Padre Island National Seashore







	150.


	Palmetto State Park







	151.


	Palo Duro Canyon State Park







	152.


	Pampa:







	 


	Hobart Street Park







	 


	Recreation Park







	153.


	Pedernales Falls State Park







	154.


	Perryton: Wolf Creek Park







	155.


	Port Aransas: Nueces County Park







	156.


	Port Lavaca Lighthouse and Bird Sanctuary/Port Lavaca Fishing Pier







	157.


	Possum Kingdom State Park







	158.


	Purtis Creek State Park







	159.


	Queen City: County Park (Moore’s Landing)







	160.


	Quitman







	 


	Governor Hogg Shrine State Historical Park







	 


	Lake Quitman Park







	161.


	Ray Roberts Lake State Park







	162.


	Rusk-Palestine State Park/Texas State Railroad







	163.


	Sabine National Forest







	164.


	Sabine Pass Battleground State Historical Park







	165.


	Sam Houston National Forest







	166.


	San Angelo:







	 


	Spring Creek Marina Park







	 


	San Angelo State Park







	 


	Lake O. L. Fisher







	167.


	San Antonio:







	 


	Braunig Lake Park







	 


	Calaveras Lake Park







	168.


	Sea Rim State Park







	169.


	Seminole Canyon State Historical Park







	170.


	Sheldon Lake State Park







	171.


	Silverton: Lake Mackenzie Park







	172.


	Sonora: Caverns of Sonora







	173.


	South Llano River State Park







	174.


	South Padre Island:







	 


	Isla Blanca RV Park







	175.


	Stephen F. Austin State Park and Sam Felipe State Historic Site







	176.


	Stephenville City Park







	177.


	Sweetwater: Lake Sweetwater Park







	178.


	Tyler State Park







	179.


	Victoria:







	 


	Coleto Creek Regional Park







	 


	Victoria RV Park







	180.


	Vidor:







	 


	Claiborne West Park







	181.


	Village Creek State Park







	182.


	Wellington: Collingsworth County Pioneer Park







	183.


	Yoakum County Park







	 


	Yoakum Hub City RV Park











INTRODUCTION



For people who like the great outdoors, Texas has a lot to offer. Each year more than 20 million people visit the state parks system and 2 million camp overnight. To help you explore the great outdoors in this vast state, this book lists about 415 public parks with campgrounds. In addition, historical parks without camping are listed.


The immense size of Texas gives it more than just impressive numbers, it gives it diversity—there is something for everyone. From the dense pine-hardwood forests of East Texas to the 8,000-foot-high mountains and Chihuahuan Desert west of the Pecos, Texas has a phenomenal diversity of natural habitats. In addition to the flat coastal prairies and a crescent-shaped coastline, this state includes the rocky Hill Country of Central Texas, the broad prairies of the Panhandle, and a subtropical climate in the lush Rio Grande Valley in the south. The Big Thicket, the most ecologically diverse woodlands in North America, and Big Bend National Park, a million acres of unspoiled wilderness that encompasses an entire mountain range, are two examples of Texas’ rich natural heritage.


The diversity of habitats in Texas and its southern locale make camping enjoyable throughout the year, not just in the spring and summer. In the winter, visitors from the north flock to the salubrious climate of South Texas by the tens of thousands. Spring and fall are delightful just about anywhere in the state. The mountains offer a respite from the simmering summer heat, and despite unpredictable weather in the winter, we often find Big Bend National Park warm and sunny in December and January.


Texas encompasses ten distinct vegetational zones, each with its own characteristic plant and animal communities. The Piney Woods, Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes, Post Oak Savanna, and Blackland Prairies make up the eastern half of the state. South Texas is mostly plains or brush country. Central Texas includes the Edwards Plateau and the Cross Timbers and Prairies. The Panhandle has the Rolling Plains and the High Plains, also called the Llano Estacado, or Staked Plains. In West Texas, the Trans-Pecos includes mountain ranges and desert flats.


The diversity found in Texas is due, in part, to its size, 276,000 square miles or 7.5 percent of the land area of the United States. To say that Texas is large is an understatement. Anyone traveling across the state, which stretches 830 miles from Beaumont to El Paso and 780 miles between Brownsville and Amarillo, can identify with the old saying, “The sun has riz, the sun has set, and here we is, in Texas yet.”


No matter where you go, however, you will be close to some public camping facility. This guidebook provides information to help you decide where to spend your vacation and how to better understand and enjoy the area upon arriving. We explain the ecological and historical significance of each major area and present the facilities available and noteworthy nearby attractions. Our hope is that this book will enhance your outdoor experience and make your vacation, whether a weekend or extended holiday, more meaningful and enjoyable.




WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THIS BOOK





This book includes all state parks, national parks, national forests, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers parks with public camping facilities. Many of the state parks that do not have campgrounds are mentioned in the relevant descriptions under “Nearby Attractions” and in the section on historical parks.


In addition, we included many noncommercial and concession-operated campgrounds that have decent camping facilities and some recreational interest. As resources, we used a statewide outdoor recreation inventory compiled by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, as well as questionnaires mailed to each park. We visited all the state and national parks and forests and the majority of the Corps of Engineers reservoirs, but not all of the county and regional parks. We relied on the questionnaires obtained from the parks not visited to determine whether or not to include them. If the park was very small and had few facilities, we omitted it from the book. However, we did include a few parks that, though they had minimal camping facilities, were interesting places to visit as natural areas or that provided a good overnight stop.


We did not include the hundreds of privately owned campgrounds and RV parks existing across the state. They are adequately listed in directories published regularly by Woodalls and other commercial directories. Refer to the bibliography for those books.




HOW TO USE THE BOOK





For ease of reference, each campground is designated by number on a map of the state. The campgrounds are listed in the text in alphabetical order. If you desire to visit a specific area, find the campground numbers on the map, and refer to the detailed information found in the text. Alternatively, the vacationer could first read the comprehensive descriptions, decide on an interesting spot, and locate it on the map by its map number. Once you have visited a park and are ready to move on, use the map to select your next stop—attractive and interesting areas are available in every direction.


Besides providing a list of the numbers and types of campsites and recreational facilities, each write-up describes features of special interest to the visitor. The ecological and historical significance of the park is discussed, and nearby attractions are usually noted. This will help you plan your trip around, say, spring dogwood blooms or songbird migration, summer wildflowers, fall hiking, and winter hunting. Knowledge of the camping facilities, recreational opportunities, and natural attractions should greatly enhance vacation planning. Refer to the appendixes for lists of parks with cabins and motels and group facilities.


Before you load up your car or van, we suggest you take advantage of the addresses and phone numbers listed in this book. Write or call the parks for reservations and information about current conditions. Ask the rangers to send maps and brochures to help you make the best use of your precious vacation time.




PRESERVING FOR THE FUTURE





Texas has been tamed. The outdoor experience in Texas has changed vastly in the last two or three generations. Our forefathers, and mothers, saw vast herds of bison ranging across the Texas plains, and piney woods so dense that they repelled Indians and whites alike. Now, the prairies have been converted into farmland, cities, and suburbs. In large areas of West Texas, desert brush now grows on overgrazed land where vast grasslands once held the precious soil in place. The deep piney woods have been logged to such an extent that only 10 percent of the Big Thicket remains. The waterways of Texas have been impounded and channelized, and the underground water reservoirs have almost been pumped dry.


When Texas joined the Union, it retained possession of its vast land resources. Unfortunately, the money-poor but land-rich state gave away practically all of its inherent wealth. The citizens of Texas themselves raised the funds to buy Big Bend National Park and donated it to the federal government. The state park system, since its beginning in 1923, has preserved some of Texas’ most scenic areas. Private concerns are racing developers, speculators, and clear-cut forest operations to preserve unique areas, which, once lost, can never be replaced. The Nature Conservancy alone has purchased more than 202,000 acres of the state’s pristine natural areas to preserve for future generations, and it has identified over 500 more critical areas that need protection.


Will the outdoor experience of our children and grandchildren be as dramatically different from ours as ours was from our grandparents’? We hope that our descendants will know more than vast freeway complexes and crowded picnic parks. As population pressures increase, the preservation of portions of our irreplaceable natural heritage becomes more imperative.




CAMPING ETIQUETTE





With more and more people using our natural areas, each recreationist’s actions must reflect a basic consideration for others. This goes beyond simply obeying the rules concerning quiet times in the evening and not littering the campsites and trails. Each of us must consider not only the individual’s impact on the natural condition of an area but also our collective impact. For instance, the scenic Twin Falls area in Pedernales Falls State Park had to be closed because overuse was compacting the soil so much that the bald cypress trees were dying.


Common violations of the outdoor ethic include gathering firewood in public parks, chopping off live limbs for firewood, picking flowers, and cutting across switchbacks on mountain trails. Each of those actions may seem harmless when done once, but they are devastating when repeated continually by dozens of park users. The results are denuded trees and unsightly scars caused by erosion along the trails.


The goals of preserving wilderness, scenic beauty, and sensitive ecological areas while providing outdoor recreation for thousands, even millions, of people can be mutually exclusive if we are not aware of our individual responsibilities. Our personal impact on our environment, whether in a neighborhood park or on a remote trail, must be as neutral as possible. Better yet, we can often have a positive impact by picking up litter and assisting in the preservation of natural areas.




PERSONAL COMMENTS





We occasionally have included our own editorial comments on the suitability of some areas for camping. For some of the county and regional parks that we visited, we have added a few words about the quality of the areas. A few of the smaller local parks have exceptionally good facilities, but many have minimally adequate facilities and can be thought of as little more than overnight stopping places.


In general, in our years of camping in Texas, we have found the campgrounds to be pleasant and our fellow campers to be friendly and helpful. However, in an unsupervised park, people driving in for a late-night beer-drinking party can be loud, inconsiderate, and threatening. In parks likely to be a locally popular party spot, it is advisable to camp in a supervised area or in a section of the park where the campers out-number the day users. More and more of the parks around lakes now lock the gates to the camping areas at night to avoid such problems. The state parks are supposed to be closed to all except campers after 10 P.M., but the gates are usually open all night. We have experienced late-night harassment only in parks that were close to large cities or in the Panhandle where small-town youths presumably have little to do after dark but cruise the parks. After a sleepless night at Lake Meredith, we questioned park personnel the next day to find that the park budget didn’t provide for adequate supervision of the grounds. The next night, at Fort Griffin, we were relieved to see the park ranger make his rounds several times before we went to sleep.




RESERVATIONS





The national parks and most national forests do not take reservations, except for group facilities and campgrounds leased to concessionaires. The Corps of Engineers and National Forests now accept reservations at the toll free number 1-877-444-6777; TDD: 1-877-833-6777 or on the Internet at www.reserveusa.com. Reservations are accepted from sixteen to ninety days in advance for developed campgrounds at the following lakes: B.A. Steinhagen, Bardwell, Belton, Benbrook, Georgetown, Granger, Grapevine, Hords Creek, Lavon, Lewisville, Navarro Mills, O’ the Pines, Pat Mayse, Proctor, Sam Rayburn, Somerville, Stillhouse Hollow, Texoma, Waco, Whitney, and Wright Patman. Sam Houston National Forest accepts reservations for Double Lake Recreation Area and McClellan Creek National Grassland for Lake McClellan. Credit cards are accepted. More parks may be added in the future.


The Texas State Park system has a centralized reservation number for all day-use and overnight facilities, including cabins, screened shelters, and some tours. Call 512-389-8900 (Austin) between 8 A.M. and 5 P.M. (See the listings for the Indian Lodge in the Davis Mountains and the Texas State Railroad, which have separate reservation numbers.) You can expect most parks to fill up on weekends and during the busy season, which is summer for north Texas and winter for south and west Texas. Reservations must be made at least two days prior to arrival, and may be charged on Visa or MasterCard. For general park information, call 1-800-792-1112, or in Austin, 389-8950 or visit the State Park website on the Internet at www.tpwd.state.tx.us.




STATE PARKS





The 123 state-owned parks in Texas are classified as state parks, natural areas, historical parks and partnership parks. As of spring 2003, about 10 of the parks were unopened or open only for limited use until funding and/or master plans can be developed, another 5 are undeveloped beaches with no facilities, and 32 are day-use only. So Texas has approximately 80 state-operated parks with developed camping facilities. State parks preserve areas of outstanding ecological or geological importance and offer noteworthy recreational opportunities. Except for a few undeveloped parks and beaches, they all provide tent and RV camping facilities and restrooms with hot-water showers.


The designation “recreation area,” used for some state and national facilities, indicates that the main attraction of the park is not as a natural area. In Texas, the term is generally used for parks that are built on man-made reservoirs or on the Gulf Coast. Boating and fishing, rather than hiking and exploring nature, are the dominant forms of recreation at those parks.


State historical parks are just what the term implies, areas where a particular aspect of Texas history has been preserved and displayed. Some parks not designated as historic do, nevertheless, have interesting exhibits on Texas’ past.


The “natural area” designation indicates that the state is maintaining a biologically unique area in a natural condition, while still allowing camping and hiking in restricted areas. This book describes each park’s natural environment, nature trails, and backpacking opportunities, as well as camping and recreation facilities.


Parks in the state system generally have the best camping facilities of any public parks in Texas. In recent years, many of the older parks have upgraded their facilities, installing modern restrooms with hot showers, and many now have recently added sewage hookups to the RV sites.


We were disappointed to discover that few state parks have interpretive exhibits or ranger-led programs. The historical parks, such as Goliad and the forts, have historical structures and displays, but in many of the parks, little information is available on the ecological and historical importance of the area. Some notable exceptions are the wonderful exhibits at Seminole Canyon, Dinosaur Valley, Brazos Bend, Enchanted Rock, and Lost Maples. In our write-ups, we have noted whether the park has interpretive exhibits.


Many state parks have free bird lists and trail-guide brochures available. Some do not display their pamphlets; you have to ask for them. Interpretation of the natural habitats of the state parks has a low priority for funding in Texas. In many parks, the supervisor has to act as park manager, security guard, ticket taker, phone answerer, and perform a variety of other time-consuming jobs. Since this guidebook was first published in 1984, the state has added more than 30 new parks; however, the number of employees has not increased proportionally. Please, let your state representative know if you would like to see more emphasis on interpretation in your state parks.


Few public parks have adequate facilities for people confined to wheelchairs. However, a few state parks have installed special camping pads and nature trails for wheelchair access. The best facilities are at the state parks. A Texas Parks and Wildlife brochure lists parks with facilities for the handicapped. Inquire at any state park for a copy.




STATE PARK FEES





Per-person entrance fees range from $1 to $5 with children under 13 free. In addition, some parks charge extra facility, activity, land use, lake use, boat, fishing, and group sponsored fees. Camping varies from $4–$9 for primitive sites, $6–$12 for sites with water nearby, $9–$16 for RV sites with water and electricity, $10–$17 for RV sites with water, electric, and sewer hookups, $15–$32 for screened shelters, and $35–$100 for cabins. Activity fees cover special activities such as rock climbing and tours. Some parks with lakes charge for boats, per fishing pole, and any object placed in the water, such as a swim float. An excess vehicle overnight fee applies when more that two vehicles, counting trailers, use a designated campsite. Historical parks may charge for museum entrance and tours. Some parks charge higher rates with minimum stay requirements during holidays and peak visitation periods, and some offer premium, preferred facilities at increased prices.


The Texas Conservation Passport costs $50 per year and allows free entry for everyone in the vehicle and one free tour per historical park. Members receive advance notice of park events in the Texas Conservation Passport Journal. Texas residents over 65 can obtain a Texas Parklands Passport good for 50 percent discount in entry fee. Residents with disabilities may be eligible for a reduced entry fee. For more information on state park fees, call TPWD information, 800-792-1112.




NATIONAL PARKS





Texas has two national parks—Guadalupe Mountains and Big Bend; Padre Island National Seashore; the Big Thicket National Preserve; two national recreation areas—Amistad and Lake Meredith; and two national historical parks—Missions, in San Antonio, and Lyndon B. Johnson. The National Park Service operates these facilities. The national recreation areas are impounded reservoirs, which attract those interested in fishing and water sports. In contrast, the national parks, preserve, and national seashore are rare areas of fascinating ecological diversity. They provide superb opportunities to learn about the natural vegetation and wildlife of Texas and to experience the wilderness that once covered this vast state.


The national parks in Texas have few exhibits. Most have pamphlets on the vegetation and wildlife of the areas. Refer to the write-ups on the parks for information about the ecology and history of these unique areas. For general information on National Park Service Parks on the Internet, see www.nps.gov/parks.html.





STATE FORESTS





Texas has five state forests—Fairchild, near Rusk; Jones, near Conroe; Kirby, near Woodville; Masterson, near Buna; and Siecke, near Kirbyville—all located in the piney woods of East Texas. The forests, varying from 600 to 2,900 acres, are managed by the Texas Forest Service as part of the Texas A&M University System to study modern forestry techniques. Picnicking, hiking, nature study, and limited fishing are allowed. Since camping is prohibited in state forests, they are not included in this book. For information on hiking in state forests, see the Texas Forest website, http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/.


The woodlands of East Texas include longleaf, shortleaf, and loblolly pines; a wide variety of oaks, hickory, magnolia, beech, sweetgum, and American holly; and numerous species of understory trees, shrubs, vines, wildflowers, and mushrooms. Dwarf palmetto, bald cypress, and water tupelo thrive in the lush swamplands. Many birds make their home in the forests, including the large pileated woodpecker, the rare red-cockaded woodpecker, the brown-headed nuthatch, and many warblers and vireos. See the bibliography for field guides to the trees, wildflowers, reptiles, birds and amphibians of this luxuriant area of the state.




NATIONAL FORESTS





Texas has four national forests operated by the U.S. Forest Service: Angelina, Davy Crockett, Sabine, and Sam Houston. All are managed from a central office in Lufkin. Camping facilities in the national forests are not as well-developed as in the state parks in Texas. Many camping areas have only primitive sites with a water hydrant nearby and pit toilets. Some have flush toilets and cold showers. None of the national forest parks have electric hookups. For information on the Internet, see www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/texas/.


The four national forests, each covering more than 150,000 acres, have private land scattered throughout their boundaries. The U.S. Forest Service manages them with a multiple-use philosophy that includes lumbering, grazing, oil production, hunting, and recreation. The timber is managed primarily to maximize pine growth. Portions of the forests are clear-cut and seeded with pine trees; other areas are selectively logged, with the hardwoods culled and mature pines removed for market. Timber is sold to private logging operations, and there is occasional poaching of timber. The trees are considered a cash crop, such as corn, and the land is managed to produce the maximum yield.


The woodlands you see today may have been logged two or three times. Sections thousands of acres in extent are now pine plantations that are as ecologically barren as a wheat field. Fortunately, a few areas have been set aside to preserve the rich diversity of plant and animal life for this and future generations to enjoy.


Deer and squirrel hunting are popular activities in the fall. During deer season in November and December, camping is permitted only in designated campgrounds. At other times, camping is permitted throughout the forests, unless posted otherwise. Hikers are advised to wear regulation orange hunting vests or other highly visible apparel during hunting season.


Logging operations, hunting, and off-road-vehicle use are not conducive to enjoying a quiet walk in the woods. However, the national forests have plenty of areas that allow you to get away from it all. The Lone Star Hiking Trail traverses 140 miles of the Sam Houston National Forest. Developed with the assistance of the Houston Group of the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, the trail offers hikers a rare opportunity to explore the forest. Refer to the descriptions of individual forests for information on other hiking trails in the Davy Crockett National Forest.


The national forest trails and regulations often are abused by thoughtless users. Policing the forests is difficult, to say the least, because of the vast area and the limited number of rangers.




NATIONAL GRASSLANDS





The U.S. Forest Service operates four national grasslands in Texas: Caddo, Lyndon B. Johnson, Black Kettle, and McClellan Creek. The grasslands are available for public hunting and fishing. The few camping areas available have minimal facilities.


During the thirties, millions of acres of valuable farmland in a vast area, including much of Kansas, Oklahoma, North Texas, and the Panhandle, became a wasteland. Decades of poor soil-conservation practices in the dry central and southwestern prairies left the soil denuded of vegetation. The thirties brought year after year of drought and howling winds. The ravaged area became known as the Dust Bowl. By the end of the decade, more than 20 million acres had lost two to five inches of topsoil, and thousands of farmers in five states had deserted their land.


In the mid-thirties, the federal government began purchasing eroded cropland for rehabilitation. The national grasslands, scattered from Texas to Montana, became a part of the restoration program. At one time the home of bison, prairie dogs, and longhorns, the grasslands today provide pastures for cattle, lakes for fishing, and woods for hunting.




ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS RESERVOIRS





Texas has virtually no naturally occurring lakes, but man-made reservoirs abound throughout the state, particularly in the northern and eastern portions. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has impounded every major river and stream in the state. Even Caddo Lake, which was originally formed by a natural logjam, has been dammed. The Corps of Engineers homepage, www.swf-wc.usace.army.mil/index.htm, lists information on selected lakes.


The reservoirs serve the two main functions of flood control and storage for the water normally carried to the Gulf of Mexico by rivers and streams. A reservoir is designed to be filled to a level below its maximum capacity; this extra capacity is necessary for flood protection. Each year, dams on Texas rivers and streams prevent millions of dollars in flood damage. Some of the dams also provide hydroelectric power.


A few of the reservoirs were built adjacent to natural areas that offer interesting habitats for exploration. However, most of the lakes we visited were extensively cleared of natural vegetation and did not offer much of interest to the nature lover. Nonetheless, many of the lakes provide pleasant relief from the hot summer temperatures. Lakes near large towns may receive as many as five million visitors annually.


Many of the lakes have campgrounds, day-use parks, and wildlife management areas where hunting is allowed. For ease of reference, a matrix itemizing the camping facilities accompanies each write-up. Fishing and water sports are the dominant recreational activities at the reservoirs. All have boat ramps; many have fishing piers and marinas. Campgrounds vary from primitive, with pit toilets and a few water hydrants, to concessionaire-operated parks with full RV hookups, flush toilets, and hot showers.


Parks with high visitation have suffered from vandalism and rude and rowdy visitors. Many of the parks now have full-time gate attendants that lock the gates at 10 P.M. We applaud that security precaution and encourage park users to continue the tradition of politeness that makes camping so enjoyable.


Most of the state has little naturally occurring surface water. Municipalities, agriculture, and industry must depend on ground water or impounded streams and rivers. Surface water is cheaper and easier to obtain than ground water, so many Texas cities rely on reservoirs for their water supply. In West Texas, some towns, such as Coleman, resorted to importing water by train before a local reservoir was built.


Many of the lakes in Texas were built for flood protection and have prevented millions of dollars worth of damage. However, harnessing a river has many ramifications beyond preventing floods and providing a source of water. Those dependent on the land, both humans and wildlife, must pay the price. While providing downstream flood protection, a reservoir destroys many thousands of acres above the dam. That has resulted in the destruction of entire towns, important archaeological sites, prime farmland, and a major loss of wildlife habitat.


Over the years, silt, which normally would have been deposited in floodplains and deltas, accumulates behind the dam. After several decades, the silt can build up to such high levels that protection from flooding is severely limited. The problem can be particularly acute in shallow lakes, and most Texas reservoirs averaged only 10 to 15 feet deep when formed.


While the trapped water supplies an immediate need for local towns, the lake, by exposing a larger surface area to the sun, increases water loss due to evaporation. In West Texas the rate of evaporation may be ten times greater than the annual rainfall. In addition, the change in the speed of water flow, the increased temperature, and reduced oxygen content of the water makes it an inhospitable habitat for many native fish.


One of the greatest economical and environmental problems created by impounding Texas rivers is the detrimental effect on the bays and estuaries. To the inland user, every drop that reaches the ocean is a wasted drop. To coastal fish and wildlife, fresh water means life. With less fresh water entering the bays, the estuaries and marshes become increasingly saline. The marshes can become more than twice as salty as the ocean, particularly in periods of drought. These delicate areas are some of the most biologically productive habitat in the state and the nursery grounds for fish that support a multimillion-dollar fishing industry. The health of the coastal fisheries depends on the health of the estuaries, which depends on an adequate inflow of fresh water from the rivers.




USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND INTERNET WEB SITES





TELEPHONE NUMBERS


Texas state park information


Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 1-800-792-1112.


State park reservations for campsites and park tours


512-389-8900.


Commercial campgrounds information


Texas Association of Campground Owners, 1-800-657-6555.


State highway map and Travel Guide with listings of cities, calendar of events, and parks


800-8888-TEX.


Corps of Engineers and National Forest reservations at selected locations


National Recreation Reservations System, toll-free 1-877-444-6777.


Sabine National Forest reservations and information


866-235-1750.



FEDERAL WEB SITES


National parks and seashores:


www.nps.gov/parks.html


U.S. Forest Service and National Grasslands in Texas:


www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/texas/


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-operated lakes in Texas:


www.swf-wc.usace.army.mil/index.htm


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:


http://southwest.fws.gov/refuges/


To reserve selected campsites at COE lakes and National Forests:


www.reserve.usa.


STATE WEB SITES


Texas Parks and Wildlife—all state park facilities, seasonal events, tours


www.tpwd.state.tx.us


Texas Department of Commerce—comprehensive information about places, events, tours, and areas of interest


www.traveltex.com


Wild Texas home page lists parks, nature, and travel information


www.wildtexas.com


Lower Colorado River Authority parks (Travis County)


www.lcra.org/lands/parks.html


Texas State Forests


http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/





TEXAS PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS






1. ABILENE STATE PARK





LOCATION


[image: image]


Longhorn, Abilene State Park


Taylor County. 16 miles south of Abilene on FM 89.


Mailing address: 150 Park Road 32, Tuscola, Texas 79562.


Phone: 325-572-3204.


For all state park reservations, call 512-389-8900.


FACILITIES


Camping: 83 back-in, RV/tent sites with electricity and water, 12 campsites with water, 3 tent sites, 8 screened shelters, group trailer sites with water and electricity, 2 air-conditioned group recreation halls for day or overnight use. Modern restrooms, showers, trailer dump station. Fees charged.


Recreation: picnic areas and playgrounds, 1 mile hiking trail, swimming and wading pools (summer only), fishing and boating in nearby Lake Abilene, state longhorn herd, Texas State Park Store. Open 7 days a week year-round except for Pecan Grove, which is closed December through February.


WEATHER


July high averages 95 degrees, January low 31 degrees.



MAIN ATTRACTIONS


The heavily wooded drainage of Elm Creek provides a scenic contrast to the semiarid prairie grasslands of the surrounding area. The dense groves of trees provide a pleasant setting for picnicking and camping. The park swimming pool is open in the summer, and fishing is popular on the 675-acre Lake Abilene, which borders the park. A trail loops around the campgrounds and along Elm Creek. A portion of the state longhorn herd is maintained in the park.


PLANTS AND ANIMALS


The 490-acre park is located in an area known since pioneer times as Buffalo Gap, named for the many bison that moved through the natural pass between two flat-topped buttes northeast of the park. The hills form the Callahan Divide, separating the headwaters of the Brazos and the Colorado rivers.


The Callahan Divide is characterized by lowlands broken by mesas up to 400 feet high. The hills are capped with Comanchean limestones and underlaid with soft sandstones and shales. The limestones, resistant to weathering in the dry climate of West Texas, have prevented the buttes from eroding away. The red clay soil of the park is the result of the weathering of the shales.


The Permian sedimentary layers beneath the lowlands of the area were deposited in shallow seas 280 million years ago. These same geologic formations are 6,000 feet beneath the surface farther west and have yielded some of the richest oil fields in Texas.


The forested areas of the park are composed of Ashe juniper, live oak, and mesquite trees; yuccas and prickly pear cacti are scattered through the grassy savannas. Groves of pecan trees shade the banks of Elm Creek. Soaptree, elm, Texas oak, and hackberry trees grow in the creek drainage. Poison ivy is common throughout the camping and picnic grounds—arriving in the park late one night, we mistakenly pitched our tent in the midst of a patch!


The most common wildlife in the park are armadillos, squirrels, and rabbits. Deer, raccoons, skunks, and coyotes also occur. Many species of birds are attracted to the groves of trees.


HISTORY


The dense woodlands surrounding Elm Creek have attracted both wildlife and humans since early times. The southern herds of bison passed through the divide, giving the area the name “Buffalo Gap”; today the settlement of Buffalo Gap is popular for its restaurants and its Historical Village, which has a number of original and facsimile pioneer buildings. Tonkawa and Comanche Indians lived in the area, and artifacts are often found in the vicinity of the park.


In the 1870s, in an attempt to eradicate a major food source for the Indians, buffalo hunters were encouraged to eliminate the massive herds of bison, selling their hides for $2 each. Soon cattle dominated the grasslands and great drives passed through the gap. In 1858, the Butterfield State Route from St. Louis to San Francisco passed near the park. When the Texas and Pacific Railroad reached Abilene in 1880, the town became the county seat and the center of activity in the area.





2. ALABAMA-COUSHATTA INDIAN RESERVATION





LOCATION


Polk County. 17 miles east of Livingston on U.S. 190.


Mailing address: Route 3, Box 640, Livingston, Texas 77351.


Phone: 936-563-1221, 800-926-9038.


FACILITIES


Camping: 147 back-in RV/tent sites with water and electricity (77 with sewage), 10 screened shelters, 4 cabins and a tipi, modern restrooms, showers, trailer dump station. Fees charged.


Recreation: picnic areas, covered pavilion, hiking and nature trails, lake swimming, bathhouse, fishing.


MAIN ATTRACTIONS


At the campgrounds surrounding the 26-acre Lake Tombigbee, fishing, swimming, and canoeing are popular activities. Except on a 2-hour hiking trail, hiking outside the tourist area is not permitted.


The reservation, located in the Big Thicket, encompasses 4,600 acres. The Big Thicket is biologically unique and has the greatest plant and animal diversity of any area in North America. See the write-up of that area for a description.


HISTORY


The first historical record of the Alabama and Coushatta tribes comes from 1541, when they were attacked by Hernando de Soto in what is now Mississippi. These peaceful Indians lived in accord with the French during the French occupation of the area, which ended in 1763. In 1807, a group of Alabama Indians and the Coushatta tribe established a village on the Trinity River in Texas.


The Indians fled into Louisiana rather than side with either Texas or Mexico during the Revolution. When they returned, their lands had been preempted by white settlers. Finally, in 1854, the state legislature purchased 1,280 acres as the initial unit of the reservation, to be held by the Indians “inalienable forever.”





3. AMISTAD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA





LOCATION


Val Verde County. Northwest of Del Rio on U.S. 90 and U.S. 277.


Headquarters: western edge of Del Rio on U.S. 90, 2 miles west of Plaza del Sol Shopping Center.


Mailing address: HCR-3 Box 5J, Del Rio, Texas 78840-9350.


Phone: 830-775-7491. E-mail: amis_interpretation@nps.gov.


Internet: www.nps.gov/amis.


FACILITIES


Camping: Amistad has primitive camping, with no water and is accessible only by boat, anywhere along the shore below the 1,144-foot contour line except in restricted areas. Camping is on a first-come basis, except in the commercial campgrounds.


There are campsites with tables, grills, and chemical toilets but no water at San Pedro Flats off U.S. 90 on the south shore, Old 277 North Campground off U.S. 277 on the north shore, Spur 406 Campground off U.S. 90 on the north shore, and Governors Landing off U.S. 90 on the south shore.


Group camping is available at Rock Quarry, Old 277 North, and San Pedro Flats campgrounds. Reservations are accepted for groups.


Commercial campgrounds are at Diablo East off U.S. 90 on the south shore, Rough Canyon, 830-775-8779, off U.S. 277 to RR 2, and the Pecos River off U.S. 90.
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