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  PUBLISHER’S NOTE




  Liu Bang, also known as Gaozu, began from humble peasant roots and served as a police officer under china’s Qin dynasty. He rose through the ranks, first receiving control of western China, and eventually becoming the ruler of China as the founder and first emperor of the Han dynasty (206 BCE – 220 CE). The histories of kings and rulers often provide valuable lessons about the universal principles that can be applied to today’s management, entrepreneurship, and all types of large undertakings. As this spiritual interview has shown, Liu Bang’s strengths and achievements are marked by a strong global element. Everyone who aspires to lead a large organization can learn from his ability to win people’s hearts. You may be surprised to discover that this long-ago emperor of China is living today in the United States as one of the world’s most famous film directors, Steven Spielberg.




  What Are Spiritual Messages?




  Since 2010, Master Ryuho Okawa has published over two hundred spiritual messages in Japanese, from the spirits of historical men and women to the guardian spirits of today’s living figures. With this Spiritual Interview Series, Master Okawa is now making these important messages available in English. The books in this series are messages from the spirits or guardian spirits of people who have a great deal of influence over world affairs. These messages reveal the hidden intentions of these powerful figures and disclose facts that even news reporters would have difficulty drawing out. Master Okawa’s in-depth analyses of these messages give us the tools that we need to understand and confront the dangers that lie ahead of us. Master Okawa hopes to show readers that the spirit world and spirits are real, and that by understanding spiritual truths, we can bring a peaceful end to international conflicts and create solutions to a variety of global crises.




  Master Ryuho Okawa, through his enlightenment, is capable of summoning any spirit from anywhere in the world, including the spirit world. The spirits that he has summoned have included founders of world religions, political leaders, and prominent economists. These messages are taped in front of live audiences, and many are eventually published. He has also given more than 2,200 lectures on his teachings.




  Master Okawa’s way of receiving spiritual messages is fundamentally different from that of other psychic mediums who undergo trances and are thereby completely taken over by the spirits they are channeling. Master Okawa’s attainment of a high level of enlightenment enables him to retain full control of his consciousness and body throughout the duration of the spiritual message. To allow the spirits to express their own thoughts and personalities freely, however, Master Okawa usually softens the dominancy of his consciousness. This way, he is able to keep his own philosophies out of the way and ensure that the spiritual messages are pure expressions of the spirit he is channeling.




  When Master Okawa channels spirits who do not speak Japanese, they are sometimes able to use vocabulary from his language center to communicate their spiritual messages in Japanese. In some cases, recently deceased spirits are only able to speak in their native language. In other cases, spirits who begin by speaking their native language gradually gain the ability to use Master Okawa’s speech center and speak in Japanese. Finally, there are also instances in which Master Okawa asks for the help of a translator spirit who then mediates the conversation to him. Since the essence of our being is the soul, our words can be translated into other languages through thoughts.




  Some spirits who lived long ago are well-informed about the events of today. This is because in the afterlife, some spirits take on the duty of guiding people who are currently alive. These spirits, therefore, continue to watch over the events of this world so that they can gain valuable information about current events.




  Spiritual Messages from Guardian Spirits




  You will notice that the spiritual messages of people who are currently living come from their guardian spirits. This is because guardian spirits have detailed and precise knowledge of the brother or sister soul who is living on Earth. Guardian spirits are like designated mentors for their brother or sister soul on Earth. Each one of us has a guardian spirit who watches over our actions, words, and thoughts and provides us with spiritual guidance throughout our lives. We who are living on Earth are connected to our guardian spirits at the innermost subconscious level. They are a part of our very souls, and therefore, they are exact reflections of our personalities and philosophies. They speak very openly and honestly about the deepest ideas and philosophies of their soul-siblings on Earth. At the same time, we, the living, are not necessarily conscious of everything that our guardian spirits think because their thoughts lie at the deepest levels of our subconscious. You can find out more about guardian spirits in Master Ryuho Okawa’s book The Laws of the Sun or by visiting global.the-liberty.com.




  




  PREFACE




  Liu Bang is an extremely elusive figure. He thinks on such a large scale that, in some ways, he transcends good and evil. He is a master of oratory, with exceptional skills in verbal meandering and in baffling others. At first glance, his archrival, Xiang Yu seems more single-minded, but Xiang Yu may have been more intelligent and more sincere than Liu Bang. Liu Bang was not without ambition. Behind this all-too-human figure, who was both bold and cowardly, was a strength that enabled him to swim across the seas of worldly desires.




  This book clarifies, for the first time, why the Jodo Shinshu, the “True Pure Land” sect of Buddhism, persistently carried out a series of long-term uprisings against its perennial nemesis, the warlord Oda Nobunaga. At first glance, Jodo Shinshu appears to contain no precepts and to be the opposite of the original Buddhism. Yet in a rebellion known as the Ikko-ikki, the Jodo Shinshu kept fighting and left the land littered with corpses.




  This book also provides a new perspective on the nature of global hegemony in today’s world. Like our spiritual interview with Xiang Yu,[1] this book is not to be missed.




  


  Master and CEO


  Happy Science Group


  April 3, 2014




  




  LIU BANG


  (256 BCE – 195 BCE)





  Liu Bang was the founder and first emperor of the Han dynasty (206 BCE – 220 CE) in China. He participated in the anti-Qin rebellion after the death of the Qin emperor Shihuangdi in 210 BCE, and he brought about the surrender of the Qin capital, Xianyang. Although Liu Bang temporarily gained control of Guanzhong (the central region of the Qin), the de facto rebel leader, Xiang Yu, divided the land among his generals and demoted Liu Bang to the position of King of Han (Hanzhong) in western China. Subsequently, Liu Bang and Xiang Yu, the two warlords and former allies during the rebellion, turned against each other. In the Chu-Han Contention (206 – 202 BCE), Liu Bang was repeatedly defeated by Xiang Yu’s overwhelming military power. However, aided by his brilliant commander-in-chief, Han Xin, Liu Bang finally gained revenge on Xiang Yu at the Battle of Gaixia and established the Han dynasty.




   




  Interviewers:[2]




  Eiichi Satomura


  Senior Managing Director


  Happy Science Public Relations and Marketing




  Hidekazu Morikuni


  Associate at Happy Science


  Institute of Government and Management




  Ryoko Shaku


  Party Leader of the Happiness Realization Party




  The opinions of the spirit do not necessarily reflect those of Happy Science Group.




  




  OPENING COMMENTS




  




  1


  Introductory Remarks about Liu Bang, Founder of the Han Dynasty




  
Chinese Leaders Have Been Refining Strategies and Tactics Since Ancient Times




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  Our attempt today is a bit ambitious. In Japan, Chinese historical tales of Xiang Yu and Liu Bang and of the Three Kingdoms are well known, and many historical dramas and films have also been produced in China in recent years. The eighty-episode historical drama series King’s War: Legend of Chu and Han [see Figure 1], perhaps produced with the intention of lifting China’s morale in terms of its military ambitions, aired on television in Japan, and I myself watched it.




  [image: ]


  Figure 1.


  Legend of Chu and Han, also known as King’s War and Chu Han Chuanqi, is a Chinese drama series first broadcast on December 28, 2012, by Anhui TV, Zhejiang TV, Jiangxi TV, and Tianjin TV.




  I find the Chinese military action movies interesting to watch. Actual members of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army appear in these movies, so the fighting scenes are quite realistic. I feel as though I am watching their military drills, and they are much more intense than Japanese sword-fighting movies. The impact of battle scenes that use thousands of extras is beyond words.




  In the case of Japanese movies, the Japan Self-Defense Forces [JSDF] appear in the Godzilla movies, but they repeatedly lose to Godzilla. In Kadokawa Pictures’ G.I. Samurai [1979], JSDF members travel in a tank back in time to the Sengoku [Warring States] period[3] and fight against samurai warriors of that era. However, this film does not feature large-scale battle scenes with tens of thousands of extras. In terms of scale, the Chinese movies are spectacular. The military action movies and kung fu movies produced in Hong Kong and China are very impressive, and these films may also bring practical benefits to the Chinese government.




  We recently discovered that the former president of Taiwan, Lee Teng-hui, was [Oliver] Cromwell in a past life [see Figure 2]. By coincidence, my secretary found a DVD of a film about the life of Cromwell at about the same time [that we conducted the spiritual interview with Lee Teng-hui]. This film, set in seventeenth-century England, featured battle scenes in which Cromwell’s forces fight against royalist forces. As I watched this film, I couldn’t help but feel that Oda Nobunaga was much stronger than Cromwell, even though Oda was a feudal warlord who lived about fifty years earlier than Cromwell. I also felt that even the forces of Xiang Yu and Liu Bang could have been stronger than Cromwell’s forces. The presence of the modern Chinese People’s Liberation Army in the film may have played a part in giving me this impression. In any case, the English troops looked weak by comparison.
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