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Knot-Tying Tips
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Simplify. Learn to tie a few knots well. One of the goals of this book is to not only provide you with the best connections, but to also help you simplify your system.

[image: image]  All knots should be lubricated with water before you pull them tight. Most anglers use saliva, though this has been shown to be unhealthy and may cause you to contract the Giardia parasite from contaminated water. Lip balm works very well for lubricating knots tied with larger diameter tippets, such as when tying blood knots in leader butt sections.

[image: image]  When seating knots, pull them tight firmly and smoothly. Do not jerk them tight.

[image: image]  After you seat the knot, test it with a slow, steady pull. It’s better to know right then and there if an improperly tied knot is going to fail.

[image: image]  When closing the knot, make sure that none of the turns overlap one another. These will weaken the knot.

[image: image]  Knots are one weak point in a leader system, nicks and abrasions another. Periodically check your leader for abrasions or nicks by running your hands along it, especially after catching a fish or freeing a snag.

[image: image]  Practice your knots before you get on the water. Use two pieces of large rope (climbing rope is best because it is slick) or two pieces of old fly line to learn the knot and then repeat with larger (1X to 3X) tippet.

[image: image]  Trim all knots tightly, but take care not to nick them with your nippers. If you leave the tag ends long, they pick up moss, are more prone to tangling, and present a bulkier profile to the fish.

[image: image]  Until you master a knot, use plenty of tippet. Don’t hobble your efforts trying to save a few cents.

[image: image]  Discard trimmings and used rigs properly. Several manufacturers sell miniature “garbage cans” that attach to your vest or lanyard, or you can make something similar. Either way, pack out your trimmings and trash.



Terminology
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All tying steps in this book are for right-handers.
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Standing part. The section of line that is not used to tie the knot itself. Generally speaking, not much of the standing part will be shown.

Crossing loop. A circle of line that passes over itself. (In some knot books, this is referred to as a “loop.”)

Loop. A section of line that forms a U shape and does not cross itself. (In some knot books, this is called the “bight.”)

Working end. The end of the line opposite the standing part.

Knot. The final configuration of line.

Tag. The end of line used to tie the knot, and the end of the line remaining beyond the knot that is usually trimmed away.
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