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Who Is Barack Hussein Obama?

Oh, what a tangled web we weave

When first we practise to deceive!

—Sir Walter Scott, Marmion, Canto VI, XVII (1808)

Who is Barack Hussein Obama?

Nothing in the last fifty years—make that the last 235!—has demonstrated the phenomenon of social mania, the madness of crowds, or the forces of irrational behavior as clearly as the events that led to the election campaign of Barack Hussein Obama.

Obama was the political equivalent of whatever made one feel better, whether it was another cup of coffee or another shot of cocaine. Obama was the “pause that refreshes!”—or at least that was the way he was marketed to the American public. No matter what it was that made a person feel refreshed and alive, it could be experienced by plugging into the cool vibes of Barack Obama.

Weary of George W. Bush, perhaps even more weary of the relentless sniping campaign waged daily against Bush by the Corporate Mainstream Media (CMM), Americans were just plain fatigued and looking for a quick pick-me-up. Barack Hussein Obama and his campaign took full advantage of that mood. They would have said anything; hell, they did say anything. One suspects Team Obama and the CMM would have claimed that support for Barack Obama would result in minty-fresh breath if they could have gotten away with it.

Whatever one was “into”—a run on the beach, a walk in the park, a moonlight stroll, uppers, downers, another beer, or a shot of rye—the feelings of all those things would be duplicated and reproduced merely by listening to the cool, jazzy, rhetorical stylings of Barack Hussein Obama.

Obama had no past, no record, no documents? No problem! Who needed details? The words of Obama were all one needed to discover the truth. What truth one wanted to discover wasn’t a problem either: the truth about Bush, about good and evil, about love? Getting behind Barack Obama was the answer to every problem; he would provide relief, soothe anxieties, calm the storm. Barack Obama was going to heal the earth, lower the sea levels. He said so himself—on TV!

Obama was the answer to financial worry. As one excited supporter proclaimed on election night, Obama was going to pay for her mortgage, her car—even her gas!

A vote for Barack Obama would prove to the world that America had thrown off its ugly racist past and was a brand-new country. Casting a vote for Obama was a chance to be one of the cool kids: to vote as famous Hollywood stars and celebrities—as seen on TV!—would vote. A vote for Barack Obama was obsessive-compulsive behavior made man and woman.

In 2008, Barack Obama was the electoral equivalent of the Hula Hoop; a political Pet Rock; a craze, a fad, an irrational gadget. The latest have-to-have, must-vote-for candidate. Suppose a goldfish-swallowing, disco-dancing smart-phone salesman in a paisley shirt had met a polyester-bell-bottom-jeans-wearing female flagpole-sitter, complete with platform shoes and a Dorothy Hamill haircut, during the intermission at a midnight showing of The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Further suppose that the enthralled couple had tripped out to the parking lot, climbed into his Muscle Car, compared mood rings, and then leaped into the backseat to celebrate the Age of Aquarius. Finally, imagine that nine months later that groovy union produced a boy.

That boy couldn’t possibly have been a bigger poster child for the power of temporary fad and fashion than Barack Obama during 2008. Barack Hussein Obama became something never before seen in American politics: the presidential impulse-buy item.

Who is Barack Hussein Obama?

He had answered to many names. Was he Barry Soetoro, Barry Obama, Barack Dunham, Barry Dunham, or Barack Hussein Obama? It’s no wonder the Corporate Mainstream Media didn’t do much investigation into the man: Who knew to which name he’d answer? The number of possibilities might have driven Stephen Hawking mad. Besides, who wanted to know? Hey, Barack Obama’s mom spoke twelve different languages, and BHO had a pet monkey when he was a kid!

Pulitzer Prize–winning author Chris Hedges has written about Brand Obama and captured the true flavor of the marketing fraud that was the official Obama Narrative™. Hedges claims Barack Obama is nothing more than “a brand.”

And the Obama brand is designed to make us feel good about our government while corporate overlords loot the Treasury, our elected officials continue to have their palms greased by armies of corporate lobbyists, our corporate media diverts us with gossip and trivia, and our imperial wars expand in the Middle East.

Hedges argues that Brand Obama “entertains,” makes us feel “hopeful,” and gives us a feeling that the president is “like us.” Hedges finishes with a chilling reminder: “But like all branded products spun out from the manipulative world of corporate advertising, we are being duped into doing and supporting a lot of things that are not in our interest.”

Which is all true—with one important difference. If Brand Obama had been an inanimate object instead of flesh and blood, all of the campaign’s leaders would have been thrown in jail for false advertising. If Barack Obama had been a prescription drug, he never would have made it out of the clinical trials.

Barack Obama was not the product to cure all ills—but that didn’t stop his campaign from spinning it that way. The illusion that Barack Obama could be whatever a person desired him to be didn’t stop with his election. After the election Barack Obama continued to be (fill in the blank). However, after the campaign was over, it was the CMM that took over running the con. Before he was inaugurated, according to the CMM, Obama was the reincarnation of any number of past American presidents.

Obama was the “New Teddy Roosevelt” and the “New FDR” (Time and various newspapers). Obama was the “New Abraham Lincoln” (Washington Post, Huffington Post, Pravda). Obama was compared and contrasted with Ronald Reagan (Washington Post, Chris Matthews). A T-shirt even proclaimed that Obama was “the New Black.” As during the campaign, Obama was still whatever one wished him to be—at least for a little while longer.

Who is Barack Hussein Obama?

Hedges contends that it was the “image” of Barack Obama that appeared “radically individualistic and new”—not the candidate himself. Because all high-level political candidates are products of the corporations and the “vast military-industrial complex,” there are no longer different products (candidates); there are only different brands (the way those cookie-cutter candidates are marketed to the voting public, e.g., Brand Obama, Brand Bush). Brand Obama was demanded because the Bush brand had “collapsed.” What new brand will be demanded after the relatively quick collapse of the Obama brand is anyone’s guess.

Who is Barack Hussein Obama?

Maybe the CMM should have interviewed Chris Hedges before the election; he had Brand Obama nailed. Maybe someone should have quizzed Hedges; it might have been helpful. No one else had the answers.

It hasn’t much helped to ask the voters who supported Obama. They didn’t know and, in many cases, didn’t care. It wasn’t much help to look at the meager Obama record. Obama has ensured that most of his records have been impossible to access.

His Occidental College, Columbia University, Harvard University, and medical records have all been sealed by the president himself. In addition, the April 2011 release of a document alleged to be Obama’s long-form birth certificate has raised more questions than it has answered. Before Obama’s election, his campaign refused to release relevant records, and the CMM declined to press him on the issue.

Private investigations have revealed that Barack Hussein Obama has used more than one Social Security number—and that the SSN currently used has a prefix reserved for residents of Connecticut, a state in which Barack Obama has never resided. This information has not sparked, in a decidedly uncurious press, any inquiries into such curious circumstances.

It hasn’t done any good to ask members of the press. While they’ve provided plenty of opinions, most haven’t provided many real answers to Obama’s past—because they never asked the hard questions themselves and never followed up on those asked by others outside their ranks. During the campaign, the CMM exhibited a singular lack of curiosity about their Fab Fave candidate and his past, preferring instead to quote from Obama’s two memoirs or the campaign’s canned answers from the Obama Narrative™.

Inquiries about actual records, which would’ve helped shed light on Obama’s background, were a subject—much like the John Edwards scandal—that remained off-limits in the polite little pieces the CMM substituted for election news. Who wanted hard news anyway? For the corporate media reporters covering Obama, Tiger Beat was much more fun than the political beat. Why dig for the hard facts when it was so much easier to provide “Fun Facts”?

It did no good to ask former White House press secretary Robert Gibbs. According to published reports, questions about Obama’s post–Columbia University employment with Business International Corporation (BIC) have been strictly verboten—as well as any questions about Obama’s withheld records while he was a student at Occidental College or Columbia.

And it hasn’t helped to ask Barack Obama himself. Whenever it has been impossible for the CMM to ignore some aspect of Obama’s record that has surfaced, he has run from it or insisted that he was unaware of what the record revealed.

Reverend Jeremiah “God Damn America” Wright? After vigorously defending Wright, Obama ran from him, claiming that he sat in Wright’s church for twenty years and never heard him say any of those unpleasant things about America.

Former domestic terrorist Bill Ayers? At first, Obama claimed Ayers was “just some guy from the neighborhood” or “one of the thousands of people I know.” Bill O’Reilly bought it.

Others didn’t. It was shown that Obama had a years-long relationship of working with Ayers, whose views on America (“Every time I think of America, it makes me want to puke”) were well-known. Obama spokesmen claimed that Obama didn’t know about Ayers’s past. Even some in the CMM had trouble swallowing that one.

Obama’s relationship with ACORN? The subject was something that Obama spoke of proudly—until ACORN’s record of massive voter fraud became better known. Then the Obama camp’s position became that Obama “never worked for ACORN.”

Who is Barack Hussein Obama?

In 2008, Barack Obama was The Hope; he was The Change. To his opponents, BHO represented the triumph of wishful thinking, the belief that unicorns existed and fairy dust was a real-world commodity. “Who is Barack Obama?” was a new national parlor game in which there was no wrong answer. Barack Obama was more than the sizzle that sold the steak: He was the sizzle all by itself. Who needed steak anyway? Obama would feed anyone who got hungry—probably with steak.

The Obama campaign naturally encouraged this “promise of the empty vessel.” In The Audacity of Hope, Obama wrote: “I serve as a blank screen on which people of vastly different political stripes project their own views.” Barack Obama truly was whatever supporters wanted him to be—even he knew it.

With few records to actually consult and with little relevant experience in public service—Obama had served only 143 working days in the U.S. Senate before announcing his campaign for president—Barack Obama offered the American public few clues to who he actually was. Those interested in learning more had nowhere to go other than the Obama campaign. The CMM churned out a steady stream of puffery. An examination of the hyped hagiography, slobbering puff pieces, and messianic ballyhoo seldom revealed much that proved helpful.

In the end, Barack Obama became electoral Silly Putty for 2008. But Obama’s fifteen minutes of marketing fame ended, not with warehouses full of unsought knickknacks or toys that consumers no longer wanted; it ended with a neophyte with no real-world, practical experience in the White House.

At a little before 10:30 P.M. local time on November 4, 2008, CNN declared Barack Obama the winner of the presidential election. A self-congratulatory celebration then began around the country. It erupted into a national three-piece toga party, as Obama Nation celebrated not so much the election of Obama himself as the Idea of Obama—and it was captured live on national television so all the world could watch and feel part of the fun.

The festivities were narrated by many of the same media commentators who had worked so hard the previous twenty-one months in order to ensure that this long-imagined magic moment became a reality. Network coverage revealed a night when Hope! reigned triumphant over Reality. For 52 percent of the American electorate, November 4, 2008, was the Wild Night Out, the Last Great Fling, the Ultimate Bachelor Party, a One-Night Stand, and Girls Gone Wild all rolled into one.

On January 21, 2009, the country woke up with what looked to be a four-year-long national hangover. The CMM has already suggested a little “hair of the dog” for 2012. All of which might or might not have been prevented, if only some enterprising members of the press had resolved to answer the question: Who is Barack Hussein Obama?
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Twenty Things Most Americans Don’t Know about Barack Hussein Obama

The Obama Quiz

Whether one was warning family and friends of the coming Barackalypse or was a True Believer chanting “Yes We Can!” in the front row of a Hope and Change rally, one has to admit: There’s not much that’s undisputedly known about our forty-fourth president. Even the most basic of Barack Obama’s records have been fodder for speculation—because no one, outside of the president and a few choice insiders, has seen them.

There are, however, some things that are known about Obama—though the press coverage of our president’s peccadilloes has been spotty at best. A random sample of twenty such items—from among the hundreds of presidential tidbits considered—has been collected in this chapter for the reader’s entertainment or education.

Because there is so little room and there are so many Obama idiosyncrasies, some that didn’t make this list appear elsewhere in this book. After settling on twenty items for this list—because twenty is a nice, round number—it was decided to present them in the form of a quiz. Thus, the Obama Quiz was born.

Sure, an Obama Quiz is so—corny. But go on: Who can resist matching wits or even halfwits with other collectors of Obamalania? How many of the following items was the reader previously aware of? Scoring is simple: If aware or even semiaware of an item, the reader scores one point. Easy, huh?

And yes, as with most quizzes, there is a scoring chart at the end to allow readers to gauge their level of Obamafication.

1. Luck is where you find it. Many people are superstitious and carry good luck charms. Barack Obama apparently believed he could use all the luck he could get. During the 2008 presidential campaign, BHO depended on more than one talisman to bring him good fortune. It was reported that the president carried two such charms with him: a tiny Madonna-and-child statue and a bracelet that belonged to a soldier in Iraq.

These weren’t the only Obama charms. A photograph published in September 2008 displayed the contents of Obama’s pocket the day the photo was taken. One item in the photo was a small statue of the four-armed Hindu monkey god, Lord Hanuman. Hanuman means “broken jaw,” and he is described as a mischievous god who “ignited his stretched prehensile monkey tail and thrashed it around Rakshasas’ city.” Hindu Blog explained, “Millions of Hindus worship Hanuman. But those alien to Hindu culture, especially the Western media and Christian Missionaries, quite often use Hanuman to ridicule Hindu culture and malign it.”

The discovery of Lord Hanuman brings the number of Obama good luck charms to three—which is itself considered a lucky number by some. Perhaps that brings the total to—four?

Maybe all of those good luck charms really worked. Two days before the photo of Obama carrying the small Hindu monkey god appeared, polling data reported that Barack Obama’s “bump” from the Democratic National Convention was gone. After months of being in the lead, Obama was tied with Senator John McCain. Subsequent polling had BHO falling behind—until a once-in-a-generation financial crisis at the end of September. Which, luckily for Obama, propelled him back into a lead he maintained until election day. The president has never publicly attributed his good luck to any particular charm.

2. Barack Hussein Obama was elected president on November 4, 2008. The next day, the announced winning number in Obama’s home state of Illinois Lottery Pick Three evening contest was 666. Of course, this number is the “number of the Beast” in the Bible’s “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” In Revelation, the Beast is associated with Satan and the end of the world as we know it.

But Obama’s 666 was not the best-known 666 winning lottery pick. Probably the most famous 666 winning lottery number was the infamous “Triple Six Fix,” the 1980 Pennsylvania Lottery Scandal. That event involved an elaborate scheme in which lottery insiders, who included lottery show announcer Nick Perry, placed weights in all of the balls except those with the numbers six and four. The lighter balls with sixes and fours were the only balls the vacuum machine was able to pick up.

According to Wikipedia, “The scheme was successful in that 666, an expected result, was drawn on April 24, 1980; however, the unusual betting patterns alerted authorities to the matter. The chief conspirators were sent to prison, and most of the fraudulently acquired winnings were never paid out.”

There was no scandal involved in the Illinois Lottery 666. In fact, it was the fourteenth time that particular combination of numbers had been drawn in the history of the game. It’s just one of those coincidences that stick in people’s memories—particularly those compiling lists of little-known Barack Obamalania.

3. Is that a Constitution in your pocket or are you just happy to see me? When he was sworn in, photos of the ceremony showed that there was a bulge in Obama’s pants pocket. It was later reported that the bulge was caused by a white kata (silk scarf) “blessed by his holiness the Dalai Lama.” Reportedly, Richard Blum, the husband of California senator Dianne Feinstein, offered the scarf to the president-elect before the ceremony and Obama stuffed it into his pocket.

According to the website DharmaShop, which specializes in Tibetan goods, the kata “lends a positive note to the start of any enterprise or relationship and indicates the good intentions of the person offering it. Katas are offered to religious images, such as statues of the Buddha, and to lamas and government officials prior to requesting their help in the form of prayers or other services. The offering of the kata indicates that the request is not marred by corrupt thoughts or ulterior motives.”

Perhaps America’s forty-fourth president wanted to hedge his bets: His hand may have been on the Bible, but just to be sure, he had a kata in his pocket.

4. In 2010, Obama became the first president to set up his reelection campaign outside Washington, D.C. If America has a city that’s known for corruption, sweetheart deals, and scandal—other than Washington, D.C.—Chicago is the clear winner. The city is also Barack Obama’s adopted hometown. Coincidentally, Chicago is where former Obama chief of staff Rahm Emanuel is the city’s mayor.

Corporate media reported that Chicago is also the “likely” headquarters of Barack Obama’s reelection campaign. This would mark the first time that a sitting president has located his campaign headquarters outside the Washington, D.C., area. The move has been attributed to a desire by Team Obama to portray the president as an “outsider” in 2012.

The move has already been trumpeted in the Corporate Mainstream Media (CMM) as a savvy ploy. It remains to be seen how many Americans will believe that the president of the United States, one of the world’s most powerful men, will be transformed into an “outsider” by virtue of his campaign’s being centered in the ultimate City of Insiders.

5. Wild thing. In the days leading up to Barack Obama’s inauguration, various lists of information about the incoming president appeared in newspapers all over the world. Most of these pieces featured headlines on the order of “50 Fun Facts about Barack Obama” or “Barack Obama: 25 Interesting Facts.” These articles were reminiscent of those found in publications—such as Tiger Beat—that feature objects of teen affection. While none of the Fun Facts revealed Obama’s favorite color, quite a few of those lists were rife with the mundane.

Several of the most often repeated facts concerned Obama’s boyhood in Indonesia. Obama’s time in Indonesia wasn’t often taken up by the CMM before the election. Actually, the subject was consigned to the “birther pile,” as it was assumed that anyone who asked questions about that period was only attempting to stir up trouble over Obama’s citizenship. However, once the election was safely over, “Obama in Indonesia” morphed into appropriate fodder for “Fun Facts.”

One of the most popular Fun Facts from Obama’s days in Indonesia: “Whilst living in Indonesia he ate local delicacies such as dog meat, snake meat, and roasted grasshopper.” Another was: “He kept a pet ape called Tata.” Before the election, these Fun Facts would have been a sign that the writer was trying to paint Barack Obama as an unknown foreigner. After the election, they were signs that Barack Obama came from an exciting, exotic, and—dare it be said?—fun world.

6. Obama is related to everybody else. The family tree of Barack Obama revealed that our forty-fourth president is truly a part of some grand mosaic. According to various genealogists, including one from Utah-based Ancestry.com, Obama’s the ninth cousin of Brad Pitt and eighth cousin of former vice president Dick Cheney.

Obama’s also the relative of a number of well-known conservatives, if such reports are to be believed. Both Sarah Palin and Barack Obama are tenth cousins through a common ancestor named John Smith, a pastor and early settler in seventeenth-century Massachusetts. Obama is related to Smith through his mother, as is Palin, according to Anastasia Tyler, the genealogist at Ancestry.com.

Obama’s bête noire, Rush Limbaugh, is also a tenth cousin of the president—one time removed—“through a common ancestor named Richmond Terrell” from Virginia. The site also reported that President George W. Bush is related to both Obama and Palin. The two presidents are eleventh cousins through common ancestor Samuel Hinckly, John Smith’s (remember him?) father-in-law. Bush and Palin are tenth cousins once removed.

To those conspiracy theorists who write on the subject of “Illuminati bloodlines” (if this term draws a blank, a quick Google search will provide enlightenment), this information is confirmation of their idea that the world’s leaders don’t really have a family tree—it’s more like just a few family branches. The news that President Obama is also distantly related through his mother to U.S. president Harry S. Truman and Wallis Simpson (who married King Edward VIII of England) can’t be of any comfort to the conspiracy-minded.

7. A CMM first. If the following remark had been uttered by conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh, one can only imagine the media mayhem that would have ensued. Since it issued from former CBS Evening News anchorman Dan Rather, the CMM assumed that, though his quotation was colorful, his motives were pure. Rather’s observation may have been the first flat-out declaration by an important CMM personality that a human flaw had been discovered in our forty-fourth president.


Listen, he’s [Obama] a nice person, he’s very articulate—this is what’s been used against him, but he couldn’t sell watermelons if … you gave him the state troopers to flag down the traffic.

—Dan Rather, on syndicated
Chris Matthews show, March 9, 2010



8. Ice Cream Man. Remember those “Fun Facts” so favored by publications, both in the United States and abroad, around January 20, 2009? One fact featured the claim that Obama “doesn’t like ice cream.” What likely made this particular fact “fun” was the additional claim that his dislike of the popular tasty treat stemmed from a job he once held in a Baskin-Robbins as a teenager. Supposedly, it was “fun” that ordinary common people can savor the joys of ice cream, while our president, due to the evils of capitalism during his formative years, was prevented from joining in the fun. Or something.

What’s less fun—at least for the Fun Fact–finding people—are the many published photos showing the president enjoying not only ice cream cones but the sugary goodness of snow cones as well. Maybe this is confirmation that when a narrative of a person’s history has to be created almost from scratch, no one can keep track of all the details.

9. Sorcerer’s Apprentice. The Telegraph (UK) reported that President Obama “has read every Harry Potter book.” In addition, it’s been widely reported that “every night when he is at home he reads the Harry Potter books to his oldest daughter, Malia.” While this may be just another Fun Fact for some, it’s not helpful to his standing in the fundamentalist Christian community—where the Harry Potter books are synonymous with witchcraft, the occult, and other evil. The next item isn’t likely to help with that particular problem either.

10. Indisputable evidence that Obama is sinister. It’s undisputed that Barack Obama is left-handed—the sixth postwar president to be so digitally inclined. One of the meanings of the word sinister is “on the left side” or “left-handedness.” According to Wikipedia, “In the Middle Ages it was believed that when a person was writing with their left hand they were possessed by the Devil. (This was uncommon, particularly as there were fewer literate people.) Left-handed people were therefore considered to be evil.”

If ever, in the midst of a heated debate, additional proof is needed to illustrate the Evil of Obama, here it is: indisputable evidence that Barack Hussein Obama is sinister—which is just another word for “evil.” Remember where you heard it first.

11. Have teleprompter, will travel. Obama’s reliance on his teleprompter (the device the president reads from when speaking) is legendary; it’s the subject of jokes, and many people are well aware of this particular Obama dependency problem. However, what many may not be aware of is the unprecedented extent to which the president relies on the device.

Obama’s teleprompter accompanies him everywhere. Obama was the first president to use a teleprompter when addressing a gathering of grade-school children. Obama also took along his teleprompter for its historic debut in India’s parliament building. When Obama addressed India’s parliament, he reportedly was the first person in the building’s history to use a teleprompter.

“Used to the machine-gun delivery of Indian politicians who are never at a loss for words, officials here were a bit perplexed when the U.S. embassy broached the topic,” says the Calcutta Telegraph. “We assumed that Obama, being such a brilliant orator, delivers speeches extempore,” said one official. Another speculated that the president was “probably” asking for electronic help “to avoid Bushisms.”

USA Today explained the grade-school teleprompter incident by suggesting that the device was at the school for the president’s remarks to the media afterward. One wag then rhetorically wondered, “What’s the difference between a bunch of sixth-graders and an adoring White House press corps?” There are some pundits who refer to Barack Obama as the “TOTUS—Teleprompter of the United States.” While that may be uncharitable, the above events show that the charge is not totally baseless.

12. Those days are long gone. In the summer of 2008, a series of stories appeared in the media reporting the nation’s comedians had a perplexing problem: There was no way to make a joke about Barack Obama. Various reasons were given. Comedian Damon Wayans went so far as to claim that it’s hard to joke about Obama because “he’s trying to do good.”

“The thing is, he’s not buffoonish in any way,” said Mike Barry, a writer for David Letterman who started writing political jokes during the Johnny Carson days. “He’s not a comical figure,” Barry said.

Those days are long gone. Barack Obama is now a staple in all of the late-night comics’ repertoire. Because it’s unlikely that readers have heard all of these (mostly) one-liners, here are ten random jokes taken from the late-night talk shows:

• President Obama lit the national Christmas tree, a forty-foot Colorado spruce. Republicans don’t believe it’s really from Colorado, and they want to see a birth certificate.

—Jay Leno

• It’s been reported that President Obama’s speech on Tuesday about Afghanistan helped give NBC its best ratings in a long time. So look out this spring for NBC’s new shows: Afghanistan’s Got Talent, Law & Order: Kabul, and The Tonight Show with Hamid O’Karzai.

—Conan O’Brien

• Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner had to go to the hospital today because of a kidney stone. On the bright side, the stone was the first thing in months passed by a member of the Obama administration.

—Jimmy Fallon

• A lot of people don’t understand why President Obama won the Peace Prize. You know something, look around you. Peaceful. Went to the mall this week. Peaceful. Open house by my house. Not one person came in. It’s a peaceful economy we live in.

—Jay Leno

• I’ve noticed fewer sidewalk Santas this year. Then I remembered that President Obama sent the Salvation Army to Afghanistan this year.

—David Letterman

• President Obama says that Congress is very close to getting a new health-care plan but due to compromises it “won’t include everything that everybody wants.” For instance, it covers everything except trips to the doctor or the hospital.

—Conan O’Brien

• President Obama met with the CEOs of top companies about creating more jobs for Americans. After the meeting, the CEOs went home to China.

—Conan O’Brien

• Two feet of snow in the Midwest. But the good news is, these are the first shovel-ready jobs Obama has come up with since becoming president.

—Jay Leno

• A new food bill has been signed into law. It’s part of our war against doughnuts. If we’re not vigilant, the doughnuts will win. After signing the law, President Obama said our government shows it is serious about setting a good example for children’s health. Then he went outside to smoke a cigarette.

—Craig Ferguson

• Because of a printing error, a billion new hundred-dollar bills have to be destroyed. They’re going to burn $100 billion—just like they did with the last stimulus program.

—Jay Leno

The United States has been running deficits of more than $1 trillion per year since Obama has been in office—with no end in sight. But at least a solution for the Obama comedy deficit seems to have been found.

13. Marlboro Man. The press has always had time for one more story about Obama’s battles with his smoking habit. The topic has been the subject of many a press report. The reports run along the lines of girls whispering in the restroom: Is he or isn’t he?

Obama has quit, wants to quit, has started smoking again, has quit—this time for real—or has resolved to quit again. It seems a bit strange that a White House press corps that has never gotten around to asking the president exactly what his intentions were with his civilian defense force always had time for one more “Obama is smoking again” story. One question they’ve forgotten to ask the president: “Mr. President, are you breaking White House regulations?” After all, there is a nonsmoking policy in the White House.

While there’s been no mention of the president’s favorite smokes from the White House press, according to a 2004 Chicago interview, Obama smokes Marlboro Reds.

14. Scrooge lives at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. Reportedly any day at the Obama White House is a good excuse for a party or celebration—unless that day is Christmas. In a July 2008 People magazine interview, it was revealed that Obama “and his wife, Michelle, do not give Christmas or birthday presents to their two young daughters.” In fact, this tradition wasn’t just a guideline; Barack Obama said that it’s a “steadfast rule.”

Obama had earlier admitted that he and his wife do spend “hundreds” of dollars on birthday slumber parties—but nothing for Christmas. The then-senator told People that the First Couple adhere to their unusual custom because they “want to teach some limits.” Another Christmas custom not on the list of those celebrated by the Obama family is a visit to Christmas Eve church services.

All the White House Christmas news wasn’t grim: Obama did admit that Santa Claus was permitted to deliver “seasonal [note that he didn’t call them “Christmas”] gifts.” The First Lady then confided: “Malia says, ‘I know there is a Santa because there’s no way you’d buy me all that stuff.’”

15. Isn’t there someone who is supposed to check on these things? According to city regulations, the cottage that President Obama rented for his 2010 Christmas vacation in Hawaii was an illegal rental. Obama did not break the law by staying at the house, but according to local reports, “The property owner who rented his house to the Obamas does not have the permit that would allow a stay of fewer than thirty days.” Which begs the question: Who is in charge of making sure the president doesn’t break any laws and regulations, even one of the thousands that his administration enacted during his first two years in office? Is that same person in charge of enforcing the White House no-smoking policy?

16. Gone in sixty seconds. The story was widely publicized: Barack Obama walked out of a D.C. press conference in December 2010 and let Bill Clinton “take over.” What wasn’t widely reported: This was the first time in history that a president walked out of his own press conference—because he was afraid of being late for a party.

On December 9, 2010, the president held a press conference to explain his agreement to extend the Bush tax cuts for another two years. After speaking with reporters, Obama turned the press conference over to former president Bill Clinton. About halfway through Clinton’s remarks, Obama left, saying that he had several holiday parties to attend. More than one publication ran headlines that included the word “weird” to describe the unprecedented happening.

A more sober observation might be that Barack Hussein Obama was “a man on a mission” that evening—and leave it at that.

17. Bet the committee didn’t include the Obama Girl. While at Harvard Law School, Barack Obama applied to appear in a black pinup calendar. He was rejected by the all-female committee. Any number of possible comments to this news were auditioned for inclusion here—and rejected—by the author. The decision was finally made to leave that task to the imagination of the readers.

18. Notable quotable Michelle Obama! Few presidents have had a wife as consistently quotable as Michelle Obama. Many readers may have heard several “outrageous” Michelle quotations. But who can keep up with them all? Any readers familiar with all seven of these statements by the First Lady may award themselves one bonus point to their score at the end of this chapter.

“The truth is, in order to get things like universal health care and a revamped education system, then someone is going to have to give up a piece of their pie so that someone else can have more.”

“America is just downright mean.”

“The realities are that, you know, as a black man, you know, Barack can get shot going to the gas station, you know.” (Gas station security in the tony Chicago neighborhood where the Obamas live must be a lot tougher than it is in most locales around the country. One bonus point to those who picked up on Michelle’s three “you know” tics.)

“Even if we give parents all the information they need and we improve school meals and build brand-new supermarkets on every corner, none of that matters if, when families step into a restaurant, they can’t make a healthy choice.”

“For the first time in my adult lifetime, I am really proud of my country.”

“Because sometimes it’s easier to hold on to your own stereotypes and misconceptions. It makes you feel justified in your own ignorance…. That’s America.”

“When we took our trip to Africa and visited his home country in Kenya, uhh, we took a public HIV test—for the very point of showing folks in Kenya that there is nothing to be embarrassed about in getting tested.” (Michelle Obama, speech to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender Democrats, August 28, 2008. This last quotation includes source information because of its importance to later chapters.)

19. An egg in the hand is worth … Barack Obama keeps a carving of a wooden hand holding an egg on his desk. Several reports have stated that the carving is Kenyan and represents the “fragility of life.” But that is not a universal interpretation. Another description of a similar carving from Ghana suggests a hand holding an egg symbolizes “that leadership is fragile and, like an egg, it must be handled with care.”

So, there’s some discussion about what the egg in the hand on the desk of Barack Obama really symbolizes. This author, after a fair amount of research, can state that reports that “Barack Obama has the heart of a small child” are true. It’s rumored he keeps it in a little box in that same desk.

20. Pick ’em. For the last item on this list there are two candidates. The reader gets full credit if he is familiar with either. If familiar with both, add one bonus point to the score.

a. In high school he was known as O’Bomber for his skill at basketball. At least that was the way the “Fun Factsters” presented this bit of information to the world. People who had actually played alongside Barack Obama confirmed that, yes, the O’Bomber moniker was correct. But as one former teammate put it, “It was because he stood outside the circle and threw up a lot of shots.”

b. He’s a travelin’ man. Barack Obama didn’t spend a lot of time in the White House during his first two years, compared with every other president before him. According to figures compiled by Ed Morrissey, at the website Hot Air, Obama spent 48 percent of the first half of his term outside Washington, D.C. This means that during his time in office, President Obama has frequently been someplace other than that office. Some would note that when the president’s away from Washington, less gets done—which is a good thing.

How many of these was the reader previously aware of? Be honest. Here’s how to score.

0–3 Woefully ignorant: You’ve lived in a cave or have had no contact with the outside world over the last three years. However, your lot is improving: In spite of past history, you now hold this book in your hands!

4–9 Average news consumer: Most likely, you gather most of your information through one of the Corporate Mainstream Media organizations. Again, your progress is apparent because you’re reading this!

10–14 Political junkie: You regularly surf the Internet and frequent political websites and blogs. You generally know what’s going on, and why—or at least you vaguely remember something about it. Most people you know consult you when Obama news breaks to get your “take”!

15–18 Confirmed: You are either a confirmed Obamaphobe or a confirmed Obamaphile. The guy fascinates you either in a “Bringer of Light” or “God Who Failed” sort of way. Regardless, you’re the local king of Obama trivia!

19–20 Paid investigator: Most likely you’re employed as either a private investigator, an opposition researcher, or a member of the White House staff. Chances are you’re reading this book to find out how much more Obama information has been discovered!
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The Media and the Messiah

In the past, radio shock jock Howard Stern has jokingly referred to himself as “the King of All Media.” After 2008, Stern had to vacate his title: There was a new “King of All Media” and his name was Barack Obama. Obama was on every channel, on every TV; his face beamed from every magazine; his voice dripped from every speaker. During Campaign 2008, every medium was the message—and that message was Barack Hussein Obama, broadcasting 24/7 around the dial.

Every channel became the Obama Channel, a televised part of a CMM whole that continually celebrated their chosen candidate. Former media favorites—such as Hillary Clinton during the Democratic primaries—were tossed aside, but only after a good and proper bruising from the malicious minions of the CMM overlords.

Barack Obama received the blessing of every large corporate media empire. Those readers who believe that Fox News was particularly hard on Barack Obama are wrong: Fox News didn’t attack Obama with the same savagery that MSNBC, CBS, and the rest of the CMM attacked either Sarah Palin or Hillary Clinton. But maybe the CMM deserves a break. After all, religion has never been its strong suit, and with Barack Obama, corporate media thought it had a real-life political messiah on its hands. That’s a once-in-a-lifetime bonanza. Think of the ratings!

Even Fox News featured a steady diet of Barack Obama: You can’t bash him unless you rehash him. Fox News’s coverage of Obama was certainly less friendly, but in fall 2008, even Fox featured Brand Obama every hour, on the hour. Regardless, the CMM’s multimillion-dollar ad campaign worked: On November 4, 2008, Brand Obama became President Obama.

The Obama Channel: Broadcasting 24/7 on Every TV

Without a doubt, Barack Obama has been the most televised president the United States has ever had. Really, could it have happened any differently? The media gets a messiah only once in a blue moon. President Obama appeared on more than sixty different television shows in his first twenty-two months in office. During his first nine months, Obama appeared on TV more times than most sitcom stars.

For those magical first nine months in office, the White House motto seemingly was “All Obama, All the Time.” During that nine-month period, Barack Obama outperformed every previous president by a wide margin in the number of televised interviews given by participating in sixty-six televised interviews—including appearances on five political talk shows on the same Sunday in September 2009.

By comparison, George W. Bush, over the same period, had given sixteen interviews and Bill Clinton, six. If TV interviews were jobs, the United States would have had full employment by October 2009. The president’s favorite venue has been NBC’s the Today show, with sixteen appearances. Three shows are tied for second with five Obama appearances each: The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Late Show with David Letterman, and NBC Nightly News.

While not seen as much as Vince, the ShamWow guy, or now-deceased pitchman Billy Mays, Obama was on the tube. A lot. The following is a list of the shows on which Barack Obama has made guest appearances. Most occurred during his first two years in office; four appearances were as a candidate from May 2007. A single TV appearance occurred in May 2006, on Face the Nation.

Anderson Cooper 360°

Teen Choice Awards

Meet the Press (three times)

60 Minutes

Fox Saturday Baseball Game of the Week

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart (five times)

Channel One News

WWE Monday Night RAW King of the Ring

WNBA on NBA TV

TMZ on TV

The Tonight Show with Jay Leno (with Maggie Gyllenhaal and Taylor Hicks)

The Rachel Maddow Show

The View

The Colbert Report

NCAA March Madness

NBA on TNT

MLB Tonight

Late Night with Conan O’Brien

Countdown with Keith Olbermann (three times)

Face the Nation (two times)

Late Show with David Letterman (five times)

NBC Nightly News (five times)

Saturday Night Live (two times)

The Ellen DeGeneres Show (three times, appearing once with Reese Witherspoon and Jim Cramer, and appearing once with Jimmy Fallon, Kelli Williams, and Trace Adkins)

Tavis Smiley (three times)

This Week (three times)

Today (sixteen times)

In addition, according to CBS News’s Mark Knoller, Barack Obama gave fifty-two addresses or statements specifically on his health-care proposals during his first year in office and used a teleprompter 177 times. He conducted forty-two news conferences, gave 158 interviews (including ninety that were televised), and was out of the public eye only twenty-one days.

If one didn’t see Barack Obama on television during his first two years in office, it wasn’t because the president wasn’t trying.

Cover Boy

Television wasn’t the only medium that crammed BHO down the throats of consumers. Dozens of magazines featured Obama on their covers. Barack Obama made it onto ten Time covers in the forty-two weeks preceding October 16, 2008, and fourteen in all during 2008—twenty-five if you count the skybox at the top of the magazine. This was almost half of the Time covers in 2008.

Time might have been the publication most guilty of Obamaphilia, but it was hardly alone. Newsweek had Obama on the cover twelve of forty-nine issues in 2008. By contrast, Obama’s opponent, John McCain, appeared on five Time covers—including one with Obama in 2008. Obama and his family were also featured on the cover of People magazine.

While Obama was also a cover boy for Rolling Stone, GQ, Vanity Fair, and Men’s Vogue, he dominated the covers of Time. How often was Barack Obama on the cover of Time in 2008? Plenty: He appeared on the cover of Time roughly once every four weeks during the last ten months before the election. Was Time biased? No way! All one had to do was ask them.

The media were miffed at the charges of bias. They pointed out that much of their coverage had a simple explanation: They were biased toward whoever had the most commercial appeal. They were featuring Barack Obama on nearly every issue’s cover because the public demanded it.
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WHO IS BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA?

008, the left wing and the Corporate
Mainstream Media (CMM) fell head over
heels in love with a cool, charming, and attractive
smooth talker. His social security number (one
of several, incidentally) identified him as Barack
Hussein Obama. Over the next four years, he
would repeatedly lie to, cheat on, and deceive his
liberal lovers as they closed their eyes and ears
to the truth, refusing to recognize the shameless,

Frazier also reveals four years of Obama’s out-
rageous, egregious, sometimes hilarious, and
always very telling public gaffes that the CMM
conveniently and deliberately chose to ignore.

SO, WHO IS BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA?

Anyone with guts who tries to answer that
question truthfully risks being routinely
disparaged and condemned by the CMM as a
Nazi, a racist, or a crazy conspiracy theorist.
Mondo Frazier courageously turns a blind eye
to those foolish generalizations to provide

deviously calculated. and
seeping from the White House.

GOD HELP AMERICA,
IT'S TIME FOR A SEPARATION.

In The Secret Life of Barack Hussein Obama,
uncompromising journalist and political com-
mentator Mondo Frazier raises unsettling
questions about the man elected to the highest
position in this country. Frazier takes what he
calls The Obama Narrative™, the crowd-pleasing
myths perpetrated by Team Obama and the
CMM to market and sell their Messianic savior,
and fearlessly rips it to shreds. He explores the
many mysteries of Obama’s past, including his
ever-shifting religious affiliations and political
leanings. the facts of his mother’s background.
and Obama’s suspiciously “missing” laundry
list of records and licenses—including college.
marriage, medical, and many, many more. He
lays out the facts regarding Obama's shady
associations with such negligible headliners as
the controversial Reverend Jeremiah Wright,
ACORN, and former domestic terrorist Bill
Ayers—and Obama’s actual with

rupulously researched. eye-opening answers
in The Secret Life of Barack Hussein Obama.
Frankly, they will astonish readers. And
they serve as warnings of Obama’s insidious
and sinister ambitions, ones that should be
faced now so as to move America away from
the "Barackalypse” and toward a future that is
safer, genuinely righteous, and one-hundred-
percent Obama-free.

MONDO FRAZIER.
the founder and editor of
Deathby1000 Paper Cuts,
has published more than 2.000 articles online,
including for Andrew Breitbart's Big Journalism,
Bloggers News Network, and RadarOnline. He's a
native of Moundsville, West Virginia.

those who stumbled into his creepy inner circle.
He sheds light on Obama’s personal "Hate List,
and the man’s dark deceptions, broken promises,
and the hypocrisies of his current administration.
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WELCOME TO
BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA’S
AMERICA

Trillion-dollar-plus deficits every year: Social Security out of money
years before the “experts” predicted; millions of houses lost in an
automated roboforeclosure system: billions for cronies who traffic in
make-believe jobs “saved or created:” real jobs that disappeared, some
never to return; food and energy prices on the rise; the IRS empowered to
ensure that every American has approved health insurance; crackdowns
on Internet freedoms; a war against contrary thought: billions of dollars
to help Brazilian and Chinese energy companies while the extraction and

production of American-based energy is stifled—and the list goes on.

Every speech delivered by Barack Obama is still his “greatest speech
ever!” in the reports of a drooling Corporate Mainstream Media (CMM).
An ever-skeptical public hasn't been convinced and are tuning out the

constant drone of the CMM noise machine.

Life is lived not in the pages or sets of the CMM, but out in the real-world
America that has resulted from the policies and rhetoric of Barack Obama

and his administration. The Barackalypse is already upon us.
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