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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  


  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  Globe Pequot Press




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  246 Goose Lane, Suite 200




  Guilford, CT 06437




  Thanks for your input!
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  Arizona’s generally dry weather makes camping under the stars possible year-round.






  
How to Use This Guide





  




  If you’re looking for a concise, easy-to-use guide to the public campgrounds in Arizona, this is your book. This FalconGuide is divided into seven major geographic divisions, each of which has its own unique characteristics—deserts, mountains, lakes, etc. Within the divisions, campgrounds are covered by areas. Each area has a map showing the campground locations, a quick reference table showing the campground facilities, and a description of each campground in the area. Photos of each area help you visualize the type of country you’ll be camping in.




  Use the overview map on page vi to choose the type of area appropriate to the season and your preferences, and then use the map of that particular division to pick the area you’d like to camp in. Refer to the quick reference chart and descriptions to get information on a specific campground and compare it to others. Finally, use the campground map in each chapter to locate the campground. Or you can riffle through the book until a photo catches your eye and then look for campgrounds in that area.




  This book covers Arizona public campgrounds with developed sites that are accessible by vehicle. Reservation-only group campgrounds are not included, but if group camping is available in or near public campgrounds, it is mentioned in the campground description. Backcountry hike-in campgrounds, informal campsites, and campgrounds without developed sites are not included. Neither are the numerous private campgrounds and RV parks found in the state.




  Organization of This Guide




  




  The campgrounds in this book are divided into sections for each of the seven major geographic divisions of the state developed by the Arizona Office of Tourism. Each division has a map showing the overall area and a general description of the division. Most of the divisions are further divided into regions based on a city or town within the region. Each region has a map that shows the locations of all the campgrounds covered in that region. There is also a description of the region, its recreational opportunities, and the nature of the camping in that part of the state. A list of contact addresses, phone numbers, and websites for additional information is also included.




  Next there is a campground chart that summarizes the facilities at each campground in an easy-to-read format. Items listed include the campground number and name; its elevation; its season of use; the availability of RV and trailer sites; the total number of sites; the availability of drinking water, an RV dump (sanitary disposal station), fishing, hiking trails, boating, and boat launch; wheelchair accessibility; whether there is a fee; and the stay limit. Toilet facilities are not mentioned, since all the campgrounds included in this book have restroom facilities of some type. Please note that tent camping is available at all campgrounds listed in this book.




  The campground number is keyed to the regional map and the detailed campground description chart. The campgrounds are more or less listed starting at the northwest corner of each region and then proceeding east and south across the region. There are a few exceptions to this order, mainly when terrain and campground access make it reasonable to change the order. Official agency campground names are used, but some maps and publications may show different or incorrect names.




  The elevation of the campground, shown in feet on each campground chart, is useful for determining the climate and best season for camping. Campgrounds below about 4,000 feet are generally hot in summer but pleasant in winter. Campgrounds above approximately 7,000 feet are usually snowbound in winter and cool in summer. The “Season” column gives the official agency season that the campground is open. Not all facilities may be available during the open season. The “RV/Trailer” column is marked in the campground description if RV and/or trailer sites are available. If this column is blank, only tent camping is available in the campground. The “Sites” column lists the total number of sites, which may be divided between tent and RV/trailer sites. Drinking water is not available in all campgrounds. If it is, the “Water” column is marked. The water system may be turned off during cold weather or during the off-season, even though the campground is open. If a sanitary disposal station is available at the campground or nearby, the “RV dump” column is marked. In some cases a separate fee may be charged for this service.




  If either lake or stream fishing is available at or near the campground, the “Fishing” column is marked. Of course, the type and quality of fishing varies with the season and other conditions; check with the local Arizona Game and Fish Department office for more information. A mark in the “Hiking trails” column means that nature and/or hiking trails are available at or near the campground. A nature trail is an interpretive trail with signs or a brochure that explains local nature features. Such trails are great for getting to know the local flora and fauna. Hiking trails are generally longer trails that can be used for day hikes and/or backpack trips. The “Boating” column indicates whether boating is available at or near the campground. This may be either river or lake boating; the campground description will have detailed information. The “Boat launch” column indicates whether a public boat ramp and launching facility is available. “Wheelchair access,” if marked, means that at least one campsite is wheelchair accessible.




  A mark in the “Fee” column means that a fee is charged for each night’s stay. The specific campground fee, if any, is not shown, since fees are subject to change. Campground fees generally vary with the amount and quality of the facilities provided, with more developed campgrounds charging more. Even different sites within the same campground may have different fees. Some campgrounds have very basic facilities and charge no fee. Finally, the “Stay limit, days” column shows the length of time you’re allowed to camp at the site.




  
Campground Description




  Campground descriptions follow the campground services chart and are listed in the same order as the chart. An at-a-glance section gives several items of information about the campground.




  The location gives the campground’s location in relation to the nearest town and appropriate natural features.




  Sites gives the number of tent and RV sites, the maximum RV or trailer length, and the number and type of hookups. If no maximum length is listed, the campground has no length restrictions.




  Road conditions describes whether the access roads are paved, all-weather dirt, dirt, or a combination. Paved and all-weather roads are normally passable in all kinds of weather, but some roads may be closed for the winter season. Dirt roads vary greatly in their condition and degree of maintenance and are likely to become impassable in wet weather. Most dirt roads to campgrounds in this book are passable to ordinary vehicles in dry weather, if you drive with care. Exceptions are mentioned in the text.




  Management gives the name of the agency or unit that manages the campground, along with a phone number and internet address for obtaining current information. Many public campgrounds are now managed by private companies under contract. In some cases the contact number is for the private company.




  Reservations lists whether reservations are available or if the site is first come, first served only.




  Finding the campground provides directions to the campground from a nearby town. Usually this is the same town that the section is based on.




  About the campground gives such information as nearby attractions, vegetation at the campground, the type of hiking trails, angling information, and the availability of group camping and showers.




  Finally, the nearest services are described. “Limited services” means that the described town or location does not have all the services you would expect from a city, such as repair garages and large supermarkets. You can expect to find small gas stations with limited hours and small convenience markets in such places. “Full services” means that repair shops, supermarkets, and other city amenities are available.









  
Camping in Arizona





  




  Arizona is a fascinating place in which to camp because of the state’s variety of topography and ecosystems. You’ll find high, forested plateaus, alpine mountains, deep canyons, and spacious deserts, as well as rivers, streams, and lakes.




  Because of its large range of elevation, Arizona always has delightful weather somewhere, year-round. By picking your destination, you can enjoy perfect weather for your camping trip during any season.




  During summer the low deserts in the central and southwest portions of the state are very hot. Temperatures often climb above 110ºF and sometimes surpass 120º in the lowest, hottest locations. Camping in these conditions is enjoyable only by a lake or a river, where you can enjoy water sports. For that reason, most summer camping in the desert regions is done along the Colorado River and the reservoirs along the river and its tributaries and reservoirs.




  Most campers head for the mountains of southeast, central, northern, and eastern Arizona during summer. Here you can camp in the shade and majesty of the world’s largest ponderosa pine forest. In July the hot, dry weather of early summer gives way to the North American monsoon season, when seasonal moisture moves into the state from the southeast and commonly triggers afternoon thunderstorms. Monsoon mornings in the mountains are usually clear and cool, but by late morning, cumulus clouds begin to fill the sky, often developing into thunderstorms by afternoon. The storms are usually brief, lasting an hour or so, but the rainfall may be intense and accompanied by lightning and sometimes hail. After the rain showers stop, the mountain air is cool and sweet, and monsoon evenings are usually delightful.




  During the autumn season, you can camp nearly anywhere in the state and enjoy good weather. The monsoon season normally ends around mid-September as dry, cool air moves into the state. The mountains are still warm and pleasant during the day, although nights will be cold. As fall colors start to appear in the quaking aspen, Arizona sycamore, and other deciduous trees, the mountain forests take on their most striking appearance of the year. In the deserts the hot temperatures of summer moderate to merely warm, and the nights are cool.




  In November the first winter storms signal the start of the winter wet season. These storms drop snow in the mountains and rain in the desert but seldom last more than a couple days. Between storms there is often a dry period of a week or more, and camping in the desert and mountain foothills up to about 5,000 feet elevation is usually very pleasant. Though winter nights in the desert can verge on cold, the warm southern sun makes the days pleasant and enjoyable. The mountains above 7,000 feet often have snow on the ground, and back roads are usually muddy or snowy and impassible. Nevertheless, a few campgrounds in the mountains stay open year-round to accommodate those who want a snow-camping experience.




  Snowstorms are possible in the mountains as late as May, but usually the weather dries out in April. By mid-May most of the mountain high country is free of snow, and the back roads are dry and passable. After wet winters, the desert country is a riot of wildflowers, starting as early as January in the lower desert areas and continuing into May in the higher deserts and grasslands. It’s a show you don’t want to miss. In spring, desert temperatures are still moderate, and the mountains have warmed up, so you can camp nearly anywhere in the state.




  Public Campgrounds




  




  Public campgrounds in Arizona are run by several government agencies. Federal agencies include the National Park Service (NPS), the USDA Forest Service (USFS), and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The State of Arizona maintains a number of campgrounds through the state park system. In addition, several counties and cities operate public campgrounds.




  The BLM has designated several Long Term Visitor Areas (LTVAs) in Arizona. These are special areas where camping is allowed for longer periods than the usual fourteen-day limit. LTVAs do not generally have developed facilities and are intended for self-contained RVs or trailers.




  Group Camping Areas




  




  Some campgrounds have special group areas; others are set aside for groups only. These areas usually require advance reservations. Call the managing agency well in advance to ensure getting your preferred dates.




  Reservations




  




  Some campgrounds accept reservations; others are first come, first served. Reservations can be made for many campgrounds by calling the National Recreation Reservation Service at (877) 444-6777 or online at recreation.gov. Otherwise, contact the managing agency at the number listed in the campground description.




  Dispersed Camping




  




  Dispersed camping—camping away from developed campground facilities—is permitted on some federal lands, primarily those administered by the USDA Forest Service and the BLM. There are large areas of the state, especially in the western deserts, where there are no developed campgrounds, so going out on your own is the only way to enjoy camping in these beautiful areas. The experience can be very rewarding, and it usually gets you away from the crowds.




  Access to many dispersed sites is via unmaintained back roads. You may need a high-clearance vehicle to reach these sites, and possibly even four-wheel drive. Back roads may become impassible after a storm, and high-country back roads are usually snowpacked or muddy during the winter.




  Dispersed campers have special responsibilities. Certain areas such as designated recreation areas may be closed to dispersed camping. National parks and monuments and Arizona state parks do not usually allow dispersed camping. In areas that do allow it, you must be completely self-contained. It may be many miles to the nearest point of resupply. Since there is no trash disposal or site maintenance other than that provided by users, each camper must minimize his or her impact. Use the following guidelines to ensure that the next camper will find your campsite as good as or better than you found it.






	Cook on a camp stove—it’s cleaner and more convenient than a campfire.




	Keep your campfire small.




	Use existing fire rings rather than building new ones.




	Pick up dead wood from the ground. Don’t saw or chop on standing dead trees. Many species of wildlife depend on dead trees for homes.




	Carry out all trash, but do not burn it. Most plastics give off toxic fumes when burned. Many food packages are lined with aluminum, which does not burn—it just melts into silvery blobs that remain forever.




	Don’t bury trash. Animals will smell it and dig it up soon after you leave.




	Pick a tent site with natural drainage—on a slight slope or slightly domed patch of ground—so that you don’t have to dig ditches.




	Don’t drive or camp on meadows. Arid-land vegetation is fragile, and scars last many years.




	Carry and use a portable toilet, unless you’re in a self-contained RV or trailer.




	If you have to answer the call of nature where there are no facilities, go well away from your campsite. Pick a spot at least 300 feet from open water and away from dry washes. Avoid dry, sandy areas if possible. Dig a small “cat hole” about 6 inches deep. Double-bag and carry out used toilet paper (baking soda helps control odor). When you’re finished, re-cover the hole and restore the surface cover.







  Camping with Kids




  




  Why camp with your kids? There are a lot of good reasons. First of all, kids like to camp. I know I did when I was a kid. What may be a pretty ordinary campground to you is a world full of adventure to a child. If you can choose a campground with special appeal to your kids, so much the better. A kid who is interested in dinosaurs will be fascinated by fossil dinosaur tracks or a dinosaur quarry. Don’t overlook kid attractions in nearby towns either. A trip to a hands-on science or natural history museum will make a camping trip memorable for kids, even though the trip takes you a few miles from your campsite.




  Camping gets your kids into nature. If they grow up camping, they’ll grow up being comfortable in the outdoors. They might even take up other outdoor sports on their own as they get older. And what’s good for the kids is good for the whole family. Today’s pace of life and the demands on us make it hard for families to spend time together. Camping naturally brings families together. Finally, camping is an inexpensive way for the family to vacation together. Even the most expensive campground is low cost compared to lodges and motels. You’ll save even more money cooking your own camp meals. And if your kids are teenagers, it doesn’t hurt to be away from malls and other shopping temptations.




  Planning a camping trip with kids is a little different from planning a trip for adults. Because most kids naturally like camping, you have an advantage right from the beginning. Your challenge is to keep it interesting. Start by easing into camping. Take the kids on a few weekend outings before committing to a monthlong camping vacation. Find campgrounds near home to avoid long drives. Look for campgrounds that will be especially interesting to your kids. Make the trip comfortable for kids and adults.




  In Arizona you have the luxury of picking the climate to camp in because of the great range of elevation in the state. Choose a campground where the weather will be pleasant—neither extremely cold at night nor excessively hot during the day. Also avoid camping where there are a lot of insects, such as mosquitoes. Generally bugs are only a problem in the mountains the first couple weeks after snowmelt.




  Remember your children’s limited attention spans. Lounging around all day in a camp chair with a good book may be your idea of paradise, but your kids will get bored in about a minute. Include such physical activities as games or nature explorations. Let your kids help with camp chores. Because there are hazards in the outdoors that kids have to learn to recognize, you’ll need to set rules that are different from those used at home.




  What age is old enough to camp? That depends on you. Some parents take infants; others wait until the kids are in school. Younger kids might be more work for you, but you’ll make a greater impression on younger kids. In Scandinavia kids are taken out on sleds by their cross-country-skiing parents before they can walk. They learn to ski and walk at almost the same time. No wonder the Scandinavian countries produce so many winter sports Olympians!




  Camping with your kids takes more effort, but your reward is the wonder of watching them discover nature and the outdoors.




  Safety Precautions




  




  While camping in Arizona is a very safe activity, a few precautions will ensure that your camping experience is an enjoyable one.




  
Fire Hazard




  Fire danger is highest during late spring and early summer (May, June, and July) and early fall (October and November). When fire danger reaches extreme levels, wildfires start easily and spread explosively. Land managers may close certain areas to all public access during these periods. Don’t be tempted to violate such fire closures. Not only are you risking your life if a fire should start nearby, but you will also very likely be cited and fined if caught in a closed area. Luckily, most fire seasons do not reach such extreme levels, although campfires are often restricted during June and July. Sometimes campfires are prohibited for dispersed campers but still allowed in official campgrounds. Occasionally campfires are prohibited everywhere. Please observe all campfire restrictions—for your own safety and to preserve the beauty of the forests and deserts.




  Smoking may also be prohibited on public lands during times of high fire danger. In extreme fire danger situations, smoking while traveling on foot or on horseback may be prohibited in national forests. During these situations, USDA Forest Service regulations require that you stop and clear a 3-foot-diameter area down to mineral soil before smoking and that you extinguish all smoking materials before moving on. The Forest Service encourages you to do so year-round, because Arizona forests and grasslands can be dry any time of year. In addition, Arizona state law makes it illegal to throw burning materials, including cigarettes, from a moving vehicle. There are fire scars along most highways in Arizona that graphically show why these rules are necessary.




  Weather




  Hot weather is a serious hazard during summer months in the desert. Even in the mountains, the intense sun and extremely dry air can lead to heat-related injuries such as heat exhaustion and sunstroke.




  Water is precious and scarce in the desert, and even the mountains are not as well watered as you might expect. Because of this, many campgrounds do not have water supplies. (Water availability is listed in the campground charts.) In the off-season, campground water supplies may be turned off to prevent freezing or because of a lack of funds to maintain them. If you plan to stay in a campground without a water supply, make sure you carry enough water in your vehicle to last your stay. During the hot half of the year (April through September), wise Arizona travelers carry at least a couple gallons of water in their vehicle in case of breakdown or becoming stranded. This is especially important for travel off paved highways. During hot weather in the desert, your survival time without water is measured in hours.




  Late summer brings thunderstorms to the state. The accompanying lightning is dangerous, and you should take refuge in a safe place, such as your vehicle, during thunderstorms. If you’re caught in the open, avoid lone trees and high ground. Find the lowest nearby area, and then squat on the ground with your feet together until the lightning passes. Heavy rain from thunderstorms can cause normally dry washes to suddenly flood, often miles from the storm, so never camp or park your vehicle in dry washes.




  Winter weather is a hazard in the Arizona mountains from November through mid-April. A major winter storm can quickly cause highways to become snowpacked and icy, and make back roads completely impassible even to four-wheel-drive vehicles. Expect highway delays due to snow plowing and accidents. If you do travel and camp in the mountains during the winter season, be prepared with extra clothing, blankets or sleeping bags, extra food and water, and tire chains or a four-wheel-drive vehicle. Keep a close eye on the weather forecast. A small weather radio that picks up broadcasts directly from the National Weather Service is a good investment and often works in areas without cell phone coverage.




  Mine Shafts




  Arizona has always been attractive to miners and prospectors because of its vast expanses of bare, sometimes-mineralized rock. As a result, abandoned mine shafts and prospect holes are common in many areas. While land managers and mining authorities are making an attempt to secure dangerous sites, the sheer size of the problem leaves a lot of hazards.




  Never enter any mine shaft. Besides the obvious hazards of collapse, old mines often contain poisonous or radioactive gases as well as unstable explosives and dangerous equipment. Report any explosives or other unusual hazards to the land management agency after your trip. The presence of an old road, even if closed and now part of a designated wilderness, may be a sign that there are old mines in the area. Be especially alert for old mine shafts in heavy brush and at night. In areas that have attracted a lot of prospecting, miners often dug numerous small pits. Even though these pits are usually only a few feet deep, coming upon one unaware can result in ankle or leg injuries or worse. In mined areas, stay away from the edges of vertical shafts, even if covered. The edges of shafts often continue to crumble for years after abandonment. Also avoid depressions in the ground—these may mark shafts or pits that have been covered with wood or metal that is rotting or rusting away.




  Animals and Other Creatures




  




  Many Arizona campgrounds provide special opportunities for viewing wildlife. (These opportunities are mentioned in the campground descriptions.) Enjoy the wildlife, but please remember that you’re a visitor in the outdoors when you’re camping. What is a temporary outdoor home for you is the only home for wild animals and plants. Treat all wildlife with respect and caution. Most hazardous encounters with wild animals are a direct result of an irresponsible person.




  Never approach or attempt to handle any wild animal. All animals will defend themselves if they feel threatened or cornered. Even rabbits will bite to protect their young. By approaching or harassing wildlife, you are placing great stress on the animal and endangering yourself. Never feed any wild animal, no matter how cute it seems. Human food is not good for them. Animals that become used to handouts lose their natural fear of humans and become camp robbers, endangering both you and your equipment.




 
[image: frn_fig_007]





 Mountain lions are found mainly in remote, rugged mountains and canyons.




  Mountain Lions




  Arizona mountain lions are rare and elusive creatures in the remote country where they still survive. You’ll be lucky to see tracks, let alone the animal, and mountain lion encounters usually result in just a fleeting glimpse of this magnificent animal. The only cases of attack have been when the human aroused the lion’s predatory instincts by appearing to be prey. Running and mountain biking in lion country seem to have a slight chance of evoking the same response that a running deer causes. If you do encounter a mountain lion, avoid prey-like reactions. Make yourself appear as big and threatening as possible, and make unnatural sounds by rattling metal pots or the like. Don’t turn your back on the animal—and don’t run.




  Wolves and Coyotes




  The native Mexican gray wolf has been reintroduced into the mountains of eastern and central Arizona. They are not a hazard to humans. Neither are coyotes. The thrilling nocturnal howl of coyotes is as much a part of the Arizona backcountry as are the clear, starry nights. We can only hope that the wolves are successful in their former ranges and that we will be lucky enough to hear their song as well.




  Domestic Cattle




  Public land, especially national forest, BLM, and state land, is often used for grazing, so you’re likely to encounter cattle. Generally cattle are used to humans and will either avoid you or move away. It’s possible that a bull could be dangerous, so it’s a good idea to give cattle a reasonable margin. Grazing is generally not allowed in national parks and monuments.




  Snakes and Other Reptiles




  Arizona rattlesnakes are fascinating animals, well adapted for life in the harsh environment. Rattlesnakes do not attack people unless they feel threatened, although they may accidentally crawl in your direction if they’re not aware of your presence. Rattlesnakes are more sensitive to ground vibrations than to sound, and they ordinarily move quietly away from an approaching large animal, such as a hiker. If surprised, they usually coil into a defensive posture and back slowly away. The snake creates its unmistakable buzzing rattle by shaking its tail so fast it blurs. When you hear the rattle, stop immediately and spot the snake before moving carefully away.




  Never handle or tease any snake. Bites usually occur on the feet or hands, so never step or put your hands in places you can’t see. Most rattlesnake bites are suffered by collectors, and it’s very rare for a camper to be bitten. Rattlesnake bites can be distinguished from nonpoisonous snakebites by the two puncture wounds left by the venom-injecting fangs, in addition to the regular tooth marks.




  Never kill rattlesnakes. They’re a vital part of the desert ecology and should be treated with respect, and not feared unnecessarily. Don’t handle a dead rattlesnake; it can strike by reflex for some time after death.




  The Sonoran coral snake is found only in the deserts of southern Arizona and northwestern Mexico. While extremely poisonous, it is reclusive and very small and would have difficulty biting a human.




  All other snakes in Arizona are nonpoisonous, although they may bite if handled. Snakes prefer surfaces at about 80ºF, so during hot weather they prefer the shade of bushes or rock overhangs and in cool weather will be found sunning themselves on open ground. During cold weather they are inactive. Any time lizards are active, rattlesnakes probably are active as well. Use a flashlight when moving around camp after dark, at least in the warmer months when snakes are active mainly at night. Never walk around camp barefoot or in sandals during that time of year.




  A large lizard, the Gila monster, possesses venom similar to that of rattlesnakes, but it clamps onto its victim and grinds the venom into the wound with its molars. A rare and elusive reptile about a foot long that is protected by state law, the Gila monster is likely to bite only if handled or molested. Don’t let its torpid appearance fool you—it can move very fast.




  If someone in your party is bitten by a poisonous snake or a Gila monster, keep the victim calm and transport the person to a hospital as soon as possible.




  Insects




  Poisonous insects and spiders are actually a greater hazard in Arizona than rattlesnakes. The small, straw-colored bark scorpion likes to lurk under rocks and logs and can give a sting that is life threatening to children and the elderly. Black widow spiders, identifiable by the red hourglass-shaped mark on the underside, can inflict a dangerous bite. The brown spider (sometimes called the brown recluse) is pale tan or yellow and often has a violin-shaped mark on its head. It inflicts a bite that can cause extensive tissue damage at the site but is not generally life threatening. These bites seem minor at first but may become very painful after several hours. There is no specific field treatment; young children should be transported to a hospital as soon as possible.
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