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			PREFACE

			After the time of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, scholars represented the truths he brought and conveyed them to people. For this reason, scholars have been called “the heirs of Prophets.” Many scholars have come since the time of the Prophet and served humanity in different areas. This chain continues today. However, there are some scholars who have made important marks on history due to the service they have done. Fethullah Gülen has both fulfilled the sacred duty of being an “heir to the Prophet” with the altruistic service he has initiated and he has been a vehicle for much voluntary service to others that will leave a mark in history.

			After the decline of the Ottomans, Muslims ceased to be a nation with a voice in things and became groups that listened and took orders in many areas. This situation bothered Gülen, as it did many other people who were sensitive about their honor. 

			Religions losing its effectiveness in social life during the past several centuries, the youth being led to stray and lose their ideal, and peace and serenity in the world being replaced with conflict and insecurity have led Gülen to want to “do something” since his youth.

			Gülen grew up in a family environment where every individual was enthusiastic with the love of God; not only God Almighty but the Prophet and his Companions were also constantly mentioned. With the training he received, he was virtually able to live in the time of the Prophet. 

			Taking up ideals in the name of Islam while still a child, in a short period of time Gülen completed an Islamic education that normally takes many years, thanks to his studiousness and intelligence. In addition, not satisfied with just religious sciences, he studied many fields from literature to philosophy. He earned the approval and astonishment of everyone not only with his knowledge, but with his high virtues and sensitivity as well. Although materially great opportunities were put before him, he chose a difficult path and lived a life full of troubles in order to serve humanity and stand up for the youth. It is possible to see in many facets of his life the agony he has suffered for Islam and his efforts to stand behind the nation. 

			Teacher in a Foreign Land: M. Fethullah Gülen

			In this respect, Fethullah Gülen Hocaefendi (pronounced as “Hodjaefendi”, respectful title, which means “a man of high education” or “scholar”) is not just a scholar, but a leader of ideas who has activated the nation for pious works and who has given the whole world messages of peace and happiness and striven for this end. An enlightened person who knows well many issues related to literature, art, philosophy and science, he is a man of action who has not wasted his life, but struggled to serve his people. He is tolerant of mankind and sensitive enough to cry when he sees an ant drown. He is a great person altruistic enough to say, “Regardless of where the fire falls, it burns my heart” instead of saying, “Fire burns where it falls.” 

			Even knowing Gülen in regard to these several qualities will contribute many things towards giving direction to us in life. He will be a model for us with the life he has lived in the footsteps of the Prophet. For this reason, knowing and understanding his life will gain us a distinct and virtuous personality.

			I hope that this work, which has been written in a language and style that everyone can easily understand, and which presents cross-sections of Fethullah Gülen’s life, will be beneficial.

		

	
		
			A FAMILY ON THE MOVE

			Ahlat is the name of a region where Islam entered Anatolia and, taking root, spread to the whole world. One of the hundreds of families that left their homelands for the ideal of spreading Islam settled in Ahlat; however, due to an unpleasant event they experienced there, they had to emigrate again. Halil Agha was sad due to leaving this region. He was migrating with the hope of returning one day. He traveled in the direction of Erzurum. 

			Erzurum was another garden where the flower of Islam bloomed in Anatolia. It is a city where religion has always been lively since the moment it was honored with Islam. Halil Agha settled his family first in Erzurum and then in the village of Korucuk which lies between Erzurum and Hasankale.

			He had the idea of staying here for a short time and then returning to Ahlat. However, destiny had drawn a different path for them. The family would never return to Ahlat, and like a plane tree, it would take root in the village of Korucuk. 

			Halil Agha had two grandsons named Molla Ahmet and Süleyman from his son Hurşid Agha. Süleyman’s livelihood was trade. Molla Ahmet, on the other hand, dedicated himself to living his religion in an impeccable manner. Molla Ahmet was the first fruit of the tree Halil Agha had planted in Korucuk. 

			Molla Ahmet’s family was like a garden of paradise in this world. One of the flowers that bloomed in this garden was his son Şamil Agha.

			Like his forefathers, Şamil Agha wove his life around sensitivity towards religion. This Ottoman man who was respected by all never wasted his time; he was busy every moment with work, worship and remembering God. Although no one saw him cry, Şamil Agha actually had a very sensitive heart.

			The tears he shed when he was separated from his grandchildren showed that he had a deep heart alongside his serious countenance. When Şamil Agha would be separated from one of his grandchildren, he would miss the child so much that when he saw him again, he would hug him, and crying, repeat this couplet:

			The rose has gone, so has the nightingale
It is up to you, you can cry or smile

			These people who lived their religion impeccably were not only distinct from others in their religious lives, but in the world of their heart as well. 

			Şamil Agha had great respect for scholars. He tried to benefit from true scholars at every opportunity. One of the scholars he respected was Mehmet Efendi, the imam of the village of Korucuk. 

			There was a great earthquake in the region of Erzurum a short time before World War I. Many places were destroyed in the quake. One of the places greatly harmed by the earthquake was the village of Korucuk. The people were afraid to enter the damaged houses so they spent the nights in large areas called harman (threshing floor). However, winter had come and it was no longer possible to sleep outside. On such a day Mehmet Efendi, the village imam, met Şamil Agha on the road: 

			“Şamil Agha, where are you going?” asked Mehmet Efendi.

			When Şamil Agha replied, “To the harman,” the imam said, 

			“Go home and sleep. If even one rock falls, bring it and throw it at my head.”

			Surprised at the imam’s certainty, Şamil Agha asked, “Why are you speaking with such certainty?”

			Then the imam told about a dream he had:

			“Last night the Prophet came to our village. The Four Righteous Caliphs were behind him. Ali ibn Abi Talib had many stakes in his hands. I immediately ran to them. Turning to me, the Prophet asked, “Is this village yours, Molla Mehmet?” I said, “Yes, O Messenger of God, it is mine.” Then the Prophet turned towards Ali and said, “O Ali! Pound a stake in this village so it will not shake again.” Ali pounded one of the stakes in his hands over there.”

			Having listened to the dream, Şamil Agha immediately returned to his house. His respect for the imam had increased even more.

			The name of Şamil Agha’s wife was Munise. She possessed a personality that reflected Islam in every way. Her heart was so sensitive that she cried when she heard the name of God and His Messenger. 

			There was a very special bond of love between Munise Hanım and Şamil Agha. They loved each other very much and frequently prayed in regard to one another:

			“My Lord, do not allow me to live a moment without him/her.”

			As a matter of fact, they died within one hour of one another.
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			The graves of Fethullah Gülen’s grandfather Şamil Agha and his grandmother Munise Hanım in the village of Korucuk

			The name of one of Şamil Agha’s sons was Ramiz. He had put worship, virtue and knowledge in the center of his life. The years in which he was being raised coincided with the decline of the Ottomans. Due to the lack of opportunities, Ramiz Efendi was not able to have the education he wanted. But because of his lively make-up, he evaluated even the smallest opportunities that presented themselves and he gained a high level of knowledge in spite of the many obstacles that confronted him. 

			Ramiz Efendi was very sensitive in his life. So much so that he would tie shut the mouths of his animals when bringing them from pasture. His neighbors asked, “Why are you tying their mouths like this?” Ramiz Efendi replied:

			“When returning from pasture the animals pass by the pastures of others. If I do not tie their mouths, they can eat the grass from other’s pastures, even if a little. Thus they will have eaten what is forbidden. Part of our food and sustenance will have been unlawful. In addition, we will have violated the rights of other people. In order not to eat anything haram (forbidden) and not to eat anything that belongs to someone else, I tie the mouths of my animals with a piece of cloth.”

			Ramiz Efendi’s answer is just one indication of how sensitive he was regarding the matters of not violating others’ rights. In fact, it is possible to find dozens of examples similar to this in his life. 

			One of the prominent characteristics of Ramiz Efendi was his great respect towards scholars. His house was like an assembly of scholars. Scholarly discussions were held in his house every day. 

			Another of his characteristics was his great respect and love for the Companions of the Prophet. He read books that related the lives of the Companions so many times that their pages became worn. He always arranged his life according to the lives of the Prophet and the Companions. He never wasted even a moment. When he came home from the fields, he would open a book and take advantage of the time until dinner was ready. In spite of growing up in a village and not receiving a regular education, Ramiz Efendi possessed great knowledge and very pure virtues.

			In relation to his character, Mehmet Kırkıncı—a respectable scholar from Erzurum—made this evaluation: 

			“I’m amazed by this man! In spite of being raised in a village, he is a refined person like an aristocrat who has been trained in palace manners. Knowing when and where and how long to speak really requires a distinct set of virtues and good manners.”

			Ramiz Efendi’s wife, Refia Hanım, also arranged her life according to the commands and prohibitions of God and her heart was filled with love for God. At the same time she was idealistic enough to teach the whole village to read the Qur’an. The approval of God was more important than anything for Refia Hanım. 

			Also giving great importance to the religious training of her children, Refia Hanım both taught them to read the Qur’an at an early age and tried to instill a high moral sensitivity in them. A new member joining this family environment was a means for a real joy.
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