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			INTRODUCTION: 
PROPHETHOOD AND WHY MUHAMMAD 
WAS UNIVERSALLY PROMISED1

			God Almighty has created every community of beings with a purpose and a guide or a leader. It is inconceivable that God Almighty, Who has given bees a queen, ants a leader, and birds and fish each a guide, would leave us without Prophets to guide us to spiritual, intellectual, and material perfection.

			Although we can find God Almighty by reflecting upon natural phenomena, we need a Prophet to learn why we were created, where we came from, where we are going, and how to worship our Creator properly. The ultimate purpose for the creation of human beings is that they know and worship God Almighty with all the dimensions of their existence. And thus, “belief in God is creation’s highest aim and most sublime result; humanity’s most exalted rank is knowledge of Him that is contained in this belief. The greatest happiness of humanity lies in love of God contained within knowledge of God. The purest joy of the human spirit and heart is the spiritual happiness and pleasure contained within the love of God. All true happiness, pure joy, and unclouded pleasures are contained within knowledge and love of God.”2 Thus, God sent Prophets to teach people the meaning of creation, leading them to knowledge of and belief in God and worship of Him. He also sent them to teach people the truth of things, to unveil the mysteries behind historical and natural events, and to inform us of our relationship, and that of Divine Scriptures, with the universe. 

			Without Prophets, we could not have made any scientific progress. While those who adopt evolutionary approaches to explain historical events tend to attribute everything to chance and deterministic evolution, Prophets guided humanity in intellectual—and thus scientific—illumination. Thus, farmers traditionally accept Prophet Adam as their first master, tailors accept Prophet Enoch, shipmakers and sailors accept Prophet Noah, and clock makers accept Prophet Joseph. Also, the Prophets’ miracles marked the final points in scientific and technological advances, and urged people to accomplish them.

			Prophets guided people, through personal conduct and the heavenly religions and Scriptures they conveyed, to develop their inborn capacities and directed them toward the purpose of their creation. Had it not been for them, humanity (the fruit of the ‘tree of creation’) would have been left to decay. As humanity needs social justice as much as it needs private inner peace, Prophets taught the laws of life and established the rules for a perfect social life based on justice.

			Whenever people fell into darkness after a Prophet, God sent another one to enlighten them again. This continued until the coming of the Last Prophet. The reason for sending the Prophets Moses and Jesus required that Prophet Muhammad should be sent. As his message was for everyone, regardless of time or place, Prophethood ended with him. 

			Due to certain sociological and historical facts, which require a lengthy explanation, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was sent as “a mercy for all the worlds, all the creatures.”3 For this reason, Muslims believe in all of the Prophets and make no distinction among them:

			The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and so do the believers; each one believes in God, and His angels, and His Books, and His Messengers: “We make no distinction between any of His Messengers (in believing in them).” And they say: “We have heard (the call to faith in God) and obeyed. Our Lord, grant us Your forgiveness, and to You is the homecoming.” (al-Baqara, 2:285)

			That is why Islam, revealed by God and conveyed to humanity by Prophet Muhammad, is universal and eternal.

			A Prophet inculcates the Creator’s grandeur in the minds and spirits of human beings. The Divinely revealed Religion he communicates requires regular worship, which enables people to continuously and increasingly feel the Creator’s grandeur and omnipresence. Worship directs thoughts and feelings to the Creator, which, in turn, lead to obedience to Him. Obedience to the Creator, Who is also the Supreme Author of the universal, magnificent order, secures the perfect public order in human life. This perfect public order is based on God’s Wisdom. The essence of God’s Wisdom is that nothing in the universe is purposeless and meaningless. The universal order, beauty, and harmony bear witness to this Wisdom.

			The Universally-Promised Prophet

			The Qur’an says:

			And when God took compact with the Prophets (and people through them): “That I have given you a Book and Wisdom; then there will come to you a Messenger confirming what (of the Divine Revelations) you already possess—you shall certainly believe in him and you shall certainly help him.” So saying, He asked: “Have you affirmed this and agreed to take up My burden (that I lay upon you) in this matter?” They answered: “We have affirmed (it).” He said: “Then bear witness (you and your communities), and I will be with you among the witnesses.” (Al-‘Imran, 3:81)

			A covenant was taken from all peoples of the world through their respective Prophets, that when a Messenger (ar-rasul) who would confirm their truth and corroborate what (of the Divine Revelations) they already possessed came to them, they should believe in him and help him. In a general sense, a Prophet (an-nabiyy) is one who receives Revelation from God and has the duty of communicating it to people. In this sense, Messengership (ar-Risala) is included in the meaning of Prophethood (an-Nubuwwa). In a more particular sense, a Prophet is one who receives Divine Revelation, and follows the Book and the Law that the Messenger prior to him brought, or follows a contemporary Messenger, without himself having received a separate Book. What is meant by the Book in the verse must be the Book, or the part of it, to which a Prophet becomes heir. Every Messenger is also a Prophet, but not vice versa.

			Prior to Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, in former communities, there used to be several Prophets at the same time, even in the same place. When circumstances required a Messenger to come with a new Book, or Law, or some amendment, God sent one. Since Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, there has been no need for a new Messenger and Book because the Qur’an has been preserved intact and meticulous, pure scholars and great spiritual masters have carried on the mission of the Prophets, without, of course, receiving Revelation, and great “revivers,” who have combined both scholarship and spiritual mastery, have become heirs to the mission of Messengership. The saying, “The scholars of my community are like the Prophets of the Children of Israel,” attributed to Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, expresses this reality. That is, great Muslim scholars and spiritual masters have done what the previous Prophets and Messengers did, with the exception that there is no longer any need for a new Book to be sent and that they do not receive Revelation. No scholar or spiritual master, however great and virtuous he or she may be, can be on the same level as a Prophet in virtue.

			The Qur’anic verse whose translation has been given above, also clearly indicates that since Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, is the final Prophet and Messenger and therefore heir to all the previous Prophets (and Messengers) as he was sent to all peoples with a universal Message, one who confirmed all the previous Revelations, Prophets and Messengers as the two of the pillars of belief in his Message, and declared the absolute freedom of all the previous Prophets and Messengers from the blames that their peoples charged on them later, God had taken covenant from all the previous Prophets (and Messengers) and their peoples through their agency that they would give the glad tidings of his advent and confirm him when he appeared. This covenant was in all the previous Divine Scriptures.

			The condition in which the previous sacred Scriptures of the world are found today is not pleasing. No Scripture of any religion was found in its original form and pristine purity at the time of the holy Prophet’s advent, nor is one found today. Such Books, therefore, cannot prove the truth of the Religion, nay, their own Prophets stand in need of vindication. So many suspicions and misgivings have sprung up about the figures of Zoroaster, Buddha, Abraham, Krishna and Christ that many look upon them as mere fictitious persons. So many differences are found regarding the name, place, and period of the ancient Prophets that their very existence is being doubted. Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, has, thus, put all the Prophets under obligation by testifying to their truth. Indeed he had done for them what their own present-day Books or followers could not do. In this way, by the collective evidence of them all, he has also established and evinced the truth of the Religion.

			Although the previous Divine Scriptures have suffered alterations and interpolations during history, in the present interpolated form of the Old Testament, for example, scores of prophecies about the holy Prophet can be found. The Divine purpose must have preserved these so that the great World Prophet or the universal Prophet, who is the testifier of all foregoing Prophets and Scriptures, may also have corresponding confirmation of his truthfulness from the lips of those Prophets. Just as the Divine Being is a common factor and central point among all the nations of the world on which the unity of the various world religions can be founded, likewise among the world Prophets, the personality of Prophet Muhammad occupies a position in which the diverse religions of the world find a common converging point. Every great Prophet of the world has foretold his advent and exhorted his followers to rally around this “mercy for all the nations.” There may be numerous points of difference among the various religions of the world, but they are all agreed on the advent of this World Teacher, who has been mentioned by various epithets by various Prophets, such as “the Lord with ten thousand saints” by Enoch, Moses and the Rishis of the Vedas, as “the saviour of the barque” in time of the Flood by Noah, as “a Prophet like himself” by Moses, as “a beloved” by David, as “Mahamaddim” by Solomon and as “Paraclete” by Jesus.4

			The words of the present Torah, Gospels, and Psalms do not have the Qur’an’s miraculous perfection. Moreover, many alien terms and ideas have entered them because the translations became removed from the original texts. Furthermore, the sayings and mistakes, whether intentional or not, of their many interpreters have been confused with the original verses, and the distortions of ignorant people and various enemies have been incorporated. However even now, after so many alterations, the celebrated nineteenth–century Ottoman scholar Allama Husayn Jisri still could extract from them many pieces of evidence concerning Muhammad’s Prophethood, which he included in his Risala al-Hamidiya.

			Many Jewish and Christian scholars acknowledge that Muhammad’s characteristics are recorded in their Scriptures. In his own time, the famous Roman emperor Heraclius and the high priest with him admitted: “I agree that Jesus predicted Muhammad’s advent.”5 Another Roman ruler named Muqawqis, the governor of Egypt, and such well-known Jewish scholars as Ibn Suriya, Ibn Akhtab and his brother Ka‘b ibn Asad, and Zubayr ibn Batiya, although remaining non-Muslims, admitted: “Our books mention him and his qualities.”6

			On the other hand, many famous Jewish scholars and Christian monks have converted after seeing that Muhammad had the attributes mentioned in their Scriptures concerning the Last Prophet. They silenced some of their former co-religionist scholars by showing them the references in the Torah and the Gospels. Among them were the famous ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, Wahb ibn Munabbih, Ibn Bunyamin, Mukhayriq, Ka‘b al-Akhbar Abu Yasir, Shamul, and Asid and Tha‘laba (the two sons of Sa‘ya).7 Shamul lived during the reign of Tubba, ruler of Yemen, and both believed in Muhammad’s Prophethood even though his birth was still some time in the future.

			Ibn Hayaban, a Jewish scholar, once visited the Bani Nadir tribe in Madina before the proclamation of Muhammad’s Prophethood. He told them: “The emergence of a Prophet is close, and he will emigrate here.” Ibn Hayaban died there. Later, when that tribe fought God’s Messenger, Asid and Tha‘laba publicly called out to their tribe: “By God, he is the one whose coming was promised by Ibn Hayaban.”8 But they ignored the call, and so earned what they earned. 

			Some Nestorians in Abyssinia as well as Negus (the Abyssinian ruler) embraced Islam together after they found the Prophet described in their Scripture.9 The famous Christian scholar Daghatr also found the Prophet described in the Christians’ books and accepted Islam. When he openly declared his conversion to the Byzantines, he was martyred.10

			A few other examples of such conversions are Harith ibn Abi Shumar al-Ghassani (a Christian leader), Ibn Natur and al-Jarud (prominent religious leaders of Damascus), the ruler of Ilia (in present-day Greece) and Heraclius (Emperor of Byzantium). Heraclius concealed his conversion for the sake of the worldly kingdom.11 Salman al-Farisi, a Christian, set out to search for the Prophet after hearing his description. He found him in Madina and became a Muslim.12

			In this book we have tried to introduce Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, with some aspects of his character and Prophethood. However, much of the study has been assigned to his being promised in the previous Scriptures. With a meticulous study Maulana Abdul-Haq Vidyarthi (1888–1977), who was an Indian scholar of Hebrew, Sanskrit, and other ancient languages, and a writer and researcher on Islam and comparative religion, in his book Muhammad in World Scriptures, brought to light prophecies from all major world Scriptures relating to the coming of Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings. In addition, Allama Husayn Jisri (1845–1909), an Ottoman scholar, also found in the Bible numerous pieces of evidence concerning Muhammad’s Prophethood and included them in his Risala al-Hamidiya. In this humble study of us, we have revised this important subject both based on such studies and in light of new researches and discussions.

			Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, is the pride of humanity. For the past fourteen centuries, hundreds and thousands of Muslim thinkers, philosophers, scientists, statesmen, and scholars, each a radiant star in the intellectual world of humanity, have stood behind him in respect and admiration and taken pride in belonging to his community, while a further thousand people from among the non-Muslims have studied his unparalleled personality, character and achievement. It is enough to appreciate and understand his greatness that even after so many attacks on him and his Religion, and setbacks of his Community, we still hear the words “I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God” from minarets five times a day together with the proclamation of the absolute Oneness of God. We hope by the grace of God Almighty that this humble study can be a contribution to the cognizance of him.

			— Writers
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			Chapter 1: 
INTRODUCING PROPHET MUHAMMAD13

			The Dark Period of Ignorance 

			Every period of history characterized by associating partners with God, whether by worshipping idols, deifying individuals, or attributing creativity to anything other than God Almighty, is wholly dark. When belief in God’s Unity or Oneness is removed from people’s hearts, their minds and souls darken, standards change, and the world and its inhabitants are judged from false points of view. The Qur’an defines this moral, spiritual, social, even economic and scientific state as ignorance (jahiliyya):

			Or like darkness covering up an abysmal sea down into its depths, covered by a billow, above which is a billow, above which is a cloud: veils of darkness piled one upon another, so that when he stretches out his hand, he can hardly see it. For whomever God has appointed no light, no light has he. (an-Nur, 24:40)

			So, if we were to imagine ourselves in the world, particularly in Arabian peninsula, more than fourteen centuries ago when Prophet Muhammad was born (571 CE), we would find a different world. The opportunity to exchange ideas would be scanty, and the means of communication limited and undeveloped. The people of that time had a narrow outlook, and their ideas of humanity and things were confined to their limited surroundings. Darkness lay heavier and thicker in one land than in any other. The neighboring countries of Persia, Byzantium, and Egypt possessed a glimmer of civilization and a faint light of learning, but the Arabian peninsula, isolated and cut off by vast oceans of sand, was one of the culturally and intellectually backward areas. The Hijaz, birthplace of the Prophet, had not experienced any social evolution. Although their highly developed language could express the finest shades of meaning, a study of their literature’s remnants reveals the limited extent of their knowledge. People had lost their knowledge of the true Religion and would worship idols of stones, earth, bread, and even cheese. As stated in the Qur’an: They worship, apart from God, things or beings that can neither harm nor benefit them, and they say: “These are our intercessors with God.” (Yunus, 10:18) They were so degraded in thought and morals that they would cut their idols into pieces and eat them when they were left without food. The only excuse offered was that they were following in the steps of their forefathers: When it is said to them, “Follow what God has sent down,” they say: “No. But we follow that wherein we found our forefathers.” (al-Baqara, 2:170)

			Steeped in ignorance and superstition, their unbelief was so strong and widespread that they refused to consider anything as lofty and sublime unless it appeared in the garb of the supernatural. They had barbarous and ferocious customs, and uncouth and degraded moral standards and conceptions. They buried their daughters alive: When any of them is given the glad tidings of the birth of a girl, his face becomes overcast, and he in choking inwardly with suppressed anger. He hides himself from the people because of the evil of the glad tidings that have been given to him, whether he shall keep her in humiliation, or bury her in earth. (an-Nahl, 16:58–59)

			Women were despised, not only in pre-Islamic Arabia but also in the Roman and Sassanid lands, the two “superpowers” of the time. The Qur’an openly declares that men will be questioned concerning this: When the female (infant) buried alive is questioned—for what crime was she killed? (at-Takwir, 81:8–9).

			After Muhammad had declared his Prophethood, a Companion told him what he had done to his daughter:

			O Messenger of God, I had a daughter. One day I told her mother to dress her, for I was taking her to her uncle. My poor wife knew what this meant, but could do nothing but obey and weep. She dressed the girl, who was very happy that she was going to see her uncle. I took her near a well, and told her to look down into it. While she was looking into the well, I kicked her into it. While she was rolling down, she was shouting: “Daddy, Daddy!”

			As he was recounting this, the most illustrious Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, sobbed as if he had lost one of his nearest kinsfolk.14

			Hearts had become hard. Every day a pit was dug in the desert for an innocent girl to be buried. Human beings were more brutal and cruel than hyenas. The powerful crushed the weak. Brutality was taken for humanity, cruelty received approval, the bloodthirsty were exalted, bloodshed was considered a virtue, and adultery and fornication were more common than legal marriage. The family structure had been destroyed.

			It was a land without a government, for every tribe claimed sovereignty and considered itself independent. The only law recognized was that of the jungle. Robbery, arson, fightings, and the murder of innocent and weak people were the norm. Life, property, and honor were constantly at risk, and tribes were always at daggers drawn with each other. A trivial incident could engulf them in ferocious warfare, which sometimes developed into a decades-long and country-wide conflagration. As one scholar writes: 

			These struggles destroyed the sense of national unity and developed an incurable particularism; each tribe deeming itself self-sufficient and regarding the rest as its legitimate victims for murder, robbery and plunder.15

			They reveled in adultery, gambling, and drinking. They stood naked before each other without shame, and women circumambulated the Ka‘ba in the nude. Their prestige called for female infanticide rather than having someone “inferior” become their son-in-law and eventual heir. They married their widowed stepmothers and knew nothing of the manners associated with eating, dressing, and cleanliness. Worshippers of stones, trees, idols, stars, jinn, and spirits, they had forgotten the earlier Prophets’ teachings. They had an idea that Prophets Abraham and Ishmael (Isma‘il), upon them be peace, were their forefathers, but almost all of these forefathers’ religious knowledge and understanding of God Almighty had been lost. 

			Prophet Muhammad’s Life before His Prophethood

			This was the homeland of Prophet Muhammad when he came to the world. His father ‘Abdu’llah died before he was born, and his mother died when he was six years old. His grandfather ‘Abd al-Muttalib and after him, his uncle Abu Talib took him under their protection. During his childhood, he tended flocks of sheep and goats with other Bedouin boys. He had no opportunity to learn how to read and write.

			Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, left the Arabian peninsula only twice prior to his Prophethood. His uncle Abu Talib took him to Syria in a trade caravan when he was at the beginning of his adolescence. The other time was when he led a trade mission to the same region for the widow Khadijah, a wealthy Makkan merchant several years his senior. They got married when he was 25, and lived happily together until she died about 25 years later. 

			Not knowing how to read and write, he read no Jewish or Christian religious texts nor had he any appreciable relationship with them. Makka’s ideas and  customs were idolatrous and wholly untouched by Christian or Jewish religious thought. Even Makka’s hanifs,16 who rejected idolatry, were not influenced by Judaism or Christianity. No Jewish or Christian thought is reflected in these people’s surviving poetic heritage. Had the Prophet made any effort to become acquainted with their thought, it would have been noticed. 

			Moreover, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, avoided the locally popular intellectual forms of poetry and rhetoric even before his Prophethood. He was engaged in trade and commerce for years, but never entered into a dishonest transaction. Though he lived a very simple life, together with some extraordinary events happening around him, he had many characteristics foretelling his Prophethood. Some of these are as follows:

			The extraordinary events on the night of his birth, the different character he displayed even as a child, and the meaningful signs people of insight observed on him all meant that he would undertake a great mission.17 

			Prophet Muhammad’s childhood and youth were a prelude to his Prophethood. Besides his other exalted and laudable characteristics, everyone agreed upon his truthfulness, trustworthiness, honesty and integrity. He never lied, cheated, broke his word, or participated in pagan rituals. He talked politely and never used obscene or abusive language. His charming personality and excellent manners captivated the hearts of those who met him. He was called al-Amin (the Truthful, Trustworthy One) even by his bitterest enemies. People would say:

			If you have to travel and need someone to look after your wife, entrust her to Muhammad without hesitation, for he will not even glance at her face. If you want to entrust your wealth for safeguarding, entrust it to this trustworthy, honest man, for he will never touch it. If you look for someone who never tells a lie and never breaks his word, go directly to Muhammad, because whatever he says is true.

			Born and raised among people who regarded drunkenness and gambling as virtues, he never drank alcohol or gambled. Surrounded by heartless people, his own heart overflowed with the milk of human kindness. He helped orphans, widows, and the poor, and was hospitable to travelers. Harming no one, he exposed himself to hardship for their sake. Avoiding tribal feuds, he was the foremost worker for reconciliation. He never bowed before any created thing or partook of offerings made to idols, even when he was a child, for he hated all worship devoted to that which was not God. In brief, his towering and radiant personality, when placed in the midst of such a benighted and dark environment, may be likened to a beacon of light illumining a pitch-dark night, to a diamond shining among a heap of stones.

			What Was His Message?

			A remarkable change came over him when he was 40. With his heart, illuminated with Divine Light, he received the first Revelation in the cave of Hira in the mountain of Nur (Light) outside Makka. He left the cave’s confinement, went to his people, and began addressing them in the following strain as guided by the consequent Divine Revelations:

			The idols that you worship are mere shams, so stop worshipping them. No person, star, tree, stone, or spirit deserves your worship. Do not bow your heads before them in worship. The entire universe belongs to God Almighty. He alone is the Creator, Nourisher, Sustainer, and thus the real Sovereign before Whom all should bow down and Who is worthy of your prayers and obedience. So worship Him alone and obey His commands.

			The theft and plunder, murder and any kind of illicit sexual relations, disrespect for parents, injustice and cruelty, telling lies and deception, gambling and drinking alcohol, interest-involving and usurious transactions, and all other vices in which you indulge in are sins in God’s eyes. Leave your evil ways. Speak the truth. Be just. Do not kill anyone, for whoever kills a person unjustly is like one who has killed all humanity, and whoever saves a person’s life is like one who has saved all humanity (al-Maeda, 5:32). Do not rob anyone, but take your lawful share and give that which is due to others in a just manner.

			Do not set up other deities with God, or you will be condemned and forsaken. If one or both of your parents reaches old age and lives with you, speak to them only with respect and, out of mercy, be humble with them. Give your relatives their due. Give to the needy and the traveler, and do not be wasteful. Do not kill your children because you fear poverty or for other reasons. Avoid adultery and fornication, for it is indecent and evil. Leave the property of orphans and the weak intact.

			Fulfill the covenant, because you will be questioned about it. Do not cheat when you measure and weigh items. Do not pursue that of which you have no knowledge, for your ears, eyes, and heart will be questioned about this. Do not walk around arrogantly, for you will never tear earth open or attain the mountains in height. Speak kind words to each other, for Satan uses strong words to cause strife. Do not turn your cheek in scorn and anger toward others or walk with impudence in the land.

			God does not love those who boast, so be modest in bearing and subdue your voice. Do not make fun of others; they may be better than you. Do not find fault with each other or call each other by offensive nicknames. Avoid most suspicion, for some suspicion is a sin. Do not spy on or gossip about each other. Be staunch followers of justice and witnesses for God, even though it be against yourselves, or your parents and relatives, regardless if they are rich or poor. Do not deviate by following caprice. Be steadfast witnesses for God in equity, and do not let your hatred of others seduce you to be unjust toward them. 

			Restrain your rage and pardon the offences of others. Good and evil deeds are not alike, so repel the evil deed with a good one so that both of you can overcome your enmity and become loyal friends. The recompense for an intentional evil is a similar evil; but whoever pardons and amends the evildoer with kindness and love will be rewarded by God. Avoid alcohol and games of chance, for God has forbidden them.

			You are human beings, and all human beings are equal in God’s eyes. No one is born with the slur of shame on his or her face or the mantle of honor around his or her neck. The only high and honored people are the God-conscious and pious, true in words and deeds. Distinctions of birth and glory of race or color are no criteria of greatness and honor.

			On a day after you die, you will appear before a Supreme Court and account for all your deeds, none of which can be hidden. Your life’s record will be an open book to God Almighty and your own selves. Your fate will be determined according to your good or bad actions. In the Court of the True Judge—the All-Knowing and All-Powerful God—there can be no unfair recommendation and favoritism. You cannot bribe Him, and your pedigree or parentage will be ignored. True faith and good deeds alone will benefit you at that time. Those who have done them will reside in the Heaven of eternal happiness, while those who did not will reside in the fire of Hell.

			Prophet Muhammad’s Life during His Prophethood

			For forty years, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, lived among his people as the one renowned for his exceptionally sublime character. He was not known as a statesman, preacher, or orator. No one had heard him put forth, advocate or discuss principles of metaphysics, ethics, law, politics, economy, or sociology. He had no reputation as a soldier, not to mention being a great general. He did not talk about Divinity, angels, revealed Books, early Prophets, bygone nations, the Day of Judgment, life after death, or Paradise and Hell. No doubt he had an excellent character and charming manners and was well-behaved, yet there was not anything extraordinary in him which marked him out as one who would accomplish something great and revolutionary. His acquaintances knew him as a demure, calm, gentle, and trustworthy citizen of good nature. But when he left the cave of Hira with a new message, he was a completely new man.

			When he began preaching, his people stood in awe and wonder, bedazzled by his wonderful eloquence and oratory. It was so impressive and captivating that his worst enemies were afraid to listen to it, lest it penetrate their hearts or very being and make them abandon their traditional religion and culture. It was so beyond compare that no Arab poet, preacher, or orator, no matter how good and eminent, could equal its beautiful language and splendid diction when challenged to do so. Although they put their heads together, they could not produce even one line like the ones he recited.

			Facing immediate and severe opposition, he confronted his opponents with a smile and remained undeterred by their criticism and coercion. When the people realized that their threats did not frighten this noble man and that the severest tribulations directed toward him and his followers had no effect, they played another trick —but that, too, was destined to fail.

			A deputation of the leading members of the Quraysh (his tribe) offered him a bribe to abandon his mission:

			If you want wealth, we will amass for you as much as you wish; if you aspire honor and power, we are prepared to swear allegiance to you as our overlord and king; if you have a fancy for beauty, you shall have the hand of the most beautiful maiden of your choice.

			The terms were extremely tempting for any ordinary person, but they had no significance in the Prophet’s eyes. His reply fell like a bomb upon the deputation, who thought they had played their trump card: 

			I want neither wealth nor power. God has commissioned me to warn humanity. I deliver His Message to you. If you accept it, you shall have felicity and joy in this life and eternal bliss in the life hereafter. If you reject it, God will decide between you and me.18

			On another occasion he said to his uncle, who was being pressured by the tribal leaders to persuade his nephew to abandon his mission: 

			O uncle! Should they place the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left so as to make me renounce this mission, I shall not do so. I will never give it up. Either it will please God to make it triumph or I shall perish in the attempt.19

			The faith, perseverance, and resolution with which he conducted his mission to ultimate success is an eloquent proof of the supreme truth of his cause. Had there been the slightest doubt or uncertainty in his heart, he would never have been able to brave the storm that continued in all its fury for twenty-three long years. 

			The unlettered Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, spoke with a learning and wisdom that no one had displayed before and none has ever been able to show after him. He expounded the intricate problems of metaphysics and theology; delivered speeches on why nations and empires rise and fall and supported his thesis with historical examples; taught ethical canons and principles of culture; and formulated such laws of social culture, economic organization, group conduct, and international relations that even eminent thinkers and scholars could hardly grasp their true wisdom only after life-long research and vast experience. Their beauties, indeed, unfold themselves progressively as humanity advances in theoretical knowledge and practical experience.

			This silent and peace-loving trader who had never handled a sword, who had no military training, and who had participated in only one battle but without taking any weapon in his hand, turned into such a brave soldier that he never retreated in the fiercest battles, and became such a great general that he conquered Arabia in nine years at a time of primitive weaponry and very poor means of communication. His military acumen and efficiency developed the military spirit to such heights that he infused a motley crowd of Arabs with the training and discipline necessary to overthrow the two superpowers of his day: Sassanid Persia and the Eastern Roman Empire. These Arabs became the masters of the greater part of the then-known world within a few decades.

			This reserved and quiet man, who, for fourty years, had given no indication of political interest or activity, suddenly appeared on the world stage as such a great statesman that, without the aid of modern media or telecommunications, he united the scattered inhabitants of a two million square miles desert—people who were warlike, ignorant, unruly, uncultured, and plunged in internecine tribal warfare—under one banner, law, religion, culture, civilization, and form of government. Sir William Muir, no friend of Islam, admits:

			The first peculiarity, then, which attracts our attention is the subdivision of the Arabs into innumerable bodies... each independent of the others: restless and often at war amongst themselves; and even when united by blood or by interest, ever ready on some significant cause to separate and give way to an implacable hostility. Thus at the era of Islam the retrospect of Arabian history exhibits, as in the kaleidoscope, an ever-varying state of combination and repulsion, such as had hitherto rendered abortive any attempt at a general union... The problem had yet to be solved, by what force these tribes could be subdued or drawn to one common center; and it was solved by Muhammad.20

			He changed people’s modes of thought, habits, and morals. He turned the uncouth into the cultured, the barbarous into the civilized, the evildoers and bad characters into pious, God-conscious, and righteous persons. Their unruly and stiff-necked natures were transformed into models of obedience and submission to law and order. A nation that had produced no great figure worth the name for centuries gave birth, under his influence and guidance, to thousands of noble souls who went to far-off lands to preach and teach the principles of religion, morals, and civilization.

			In the cavalcade of world history, this sublime figure towers high above all the great people and heroes of all nations. None of them possessed the degree of genius that would allow them to make a deep impression on more than one or two aspects of human life. Some are exponents of theories and ideas but deficient in practical action, people of action who suffered from paucity of knowledge, or renowned only as statesmen; others were masters of strategy and maneuvering, totally focused on one aspect of social life so that others were overlooked, devoted their energies to ethical and spiritual verities but ignored economics and politics, or took to economics and politics but neglected morals and spirituality. 

			In short, one comes across heroes who are adepts and experts in only one walk of life. The Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, is the only person in which all excellences are blended into one personality. He is a man of wisdom, a man of the keenest insight and sagacity, and a living embodiment of his own teachings; a great statesman as well as a military genius; a legislator and a teacher of morals; and a spiritual luminary as well as a religious guide.

			His vision penetrates every aspect of life, and he adorns whatever he touches. His orders and commandments cover a vast field, from regulating international relations to such daily habits as eating, drinking, and cleanliness. On the foundations of his teaching, he established a civilization and a culture and produced such a fine equilibrium among life’s conflicting aspects that no flaw, deficiency, or incompleteness can be found therein. Can anyone point to another example of such a perfect personality?

			He ruled his country, but was so selfless and modest that he remained very simple and sparing in his habits. He continued to live poorly in his humble thatch-and-mud cottage, sleeping on a mattress, wearing coarse clothes, eating the simplest food of the poor, and sometimes experiencing the pangs of hunger. He spent whole nights standing in the Prayer (salah) before his Lord, helped the destitute and penniless, and worked like a laborer when necessary, never considering it beneath his dignity.

			Even when he lay dying, he showed not the slightest taint of royal pomp or hauteur so enjoyed by the rich. Like an ordinary man, he sat and walked with people and shared their joys and sorrows. He mixed and mingled with crowds so easily and naturally that a stranger or an outsider found it hard to recognize him as his nation’s leader and ruler. Once a Bedouin came and asked for Muhammad while he was serving his Companions. His answer enshrines an eternal principle: “The master of the nation is the one who serves it.”21

			This is the tribute of Alphonse de Lamartine, the French historian, to the person of the holy Prophet of Islam: 

			Never a man set himself, voluntarily or involuntarily, a more sublime aim, since this aim was superhuman: to subvert superstitions which had been interposed between man and his Creator, to render God unto man and man unto God; to restore the rational and sacred idea of divinity amidst the chaos of the material and disfigured gods of idolatry then existing. Never has a man undertaken a work so far beyond human power with so feeble means, for he had in the conception as well as in the execution of such a great design no other instrument than himself, and no other aid, except a handful of men living in a corner of desert. Finally, never has a man accomplished such a huge and lasting revolution in the world, because in less than two centuries after its appearance, Islam, in faith and arms, reigned over the whole of Arabia, and conquered in God’s name Persia, Khorasan, Western India, Syria, Abyssinia, all the known continent of Northern Africa, numerous islands of the Mediterranean, Spain, and a part of Gaul.

			If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the three criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great men to Muhammad? The most famous men created arms, laws, and empires only. They founded, if anything at all, no more than material powers which often crumbled away before their eyes. This man moved not only armies, legislation, empires, peoples, and dynasties, but millions of men (and women) in one-third of the then inhabited world; and more than that, he moved the altars, the gods, the religions, the ideas, the beliefs and the souls. On the basis of a Book, every letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual nationality which has blended together peoples of every tongue and of every race.

			He has left to us as the indelible characteristic of this Muslim nationality, the hatred of false gods and the passion for the One and immaterial God. This avenging patriotism against the profanation of Heaven formed the virtue of the followers of Muhammad: the conquest of one-third of the earth to his creed was his miracle. The idea of the unity of God proclaimed amidst the exhaustion of fabulous theogenies, was in itself such a miracle that upon its utterance from his lips it destroyed all the ancient temples of idols and set on fire one-third of the world.

			His life, his meditations, his heroic revilings against the superstitions of his country, and his boldness in defying the furies of idolatry; his firmness in enduring them for thirteen years at Makka, his acceptance of the role of public scorn and almost of being a victim of his fellow-countrymen: all these and, finally his incessant preaching, his wars against odds, his faith in his success and his superhuman security in misfortune, his forbearance in victory, his ambition which was entirely devoted to one idea and in no manner striving for an empire; his endless prayer, his mystic conversations with God, his death and his triumph after death; all these attest not to an imposture but to a firm conviction. It was his conviction which gave him the power to restore a creed. This creed was two-fold, the Unity of God and the immateriality of God; the former telling what God is; the latter telling what God is not. Philosopher, Orator, Apostle, Legislator, Warrior, Conqueror of ideas, Restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial states and of one spiritual state, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: Is there any man greater than he?22

			In spite of his greatness, the Prophet behaved as an ordinary man with all people. He sought no reward or profit to compensate him for his life-long struggles and endeavors, and left no property for his heirs, for he lived to serve all humankind. He did not ask that anything be set aside for him or his descendants, and forbade his progeny from receiving Zakah (Prescribed Alms) so that, in addition to several other instances of wisdom, they would not be a burden upon the community. 

			He was deeply loved by his Companions, as evidenced by this historical episode: A group from the Adal and al-Qarah tribes, who were apparently from the same ancestral stock as the Quraysh and who lived near Makka, came to the Prophet during the third year of Madinan period of Islam: “Some of us have chosen Islam, so send a group of Muslims to instruct us what Islam means, teach us the Qur’an, and inform us of Islam’s principles and laws.”

			The holy Messenger selected six Companions to go with them. Upon reaching the Hudhayl tribe’s land, the group halted and the Companions settled down to rest. Suddenly, a group of Hudhayli tribesmen fell upon them like a thunderbolt with their swords drawn. The members of the mission—those from the Adal and al-Qarah tribes—also sided with the attackers and sought to seize the six Muslims. As soon as the Companions were aware of what was happening, they grabbed their arms and got ready to defend themselves. Three were martyred, and the rest were tied up and taken to Makka, where they were to be delivered to the Quraysh.

			Near Makka, ‘Abdullah ibn Tariq managed to free his hand and reach for his sword. However, his captors saw what he was doing and stoned him to death. Zayd ibn Dasina and Hubayb ibn ‘Adiyy were carried to Makka, where they were exchanged for two Hudayli captives. Safwan ibn Umayya al-Qurayshi bought Zayd from the person to whom he had been sold so that he could avenge the blood of his father, who had been killed in the Battle of Badr. He took him outside Makka to kill him, and the Quraysh assembled to see what would happen.

			Zayd came forward with a courageous gait and did not even tremble. Abu Sufyan, a spectator who wanted to use this chance to extract a statement of contrition and remorse or an avowal of hatred of the Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, stepped forward and said: “I adjure you by God, Zayd, don’t you wish that Muhammad was with us now in your place so that we might cut off his head, and that you were with your family?” But Zayd replied “By God, let alone wishing that, I do not wish that even a thorn should hurt his foot.” Abu Sufyan, astonished, turned to those present and said: “By God, I swear I have never seen a man so loved by his followers as Muhammad.”

			After a while, Hubayb ibn ‘Adiyy was taken outside Makka for execution. Requesting the assembled people to let him perform two rak‘as of Prayer, to which they agreed, he did so in all humility, respect, and absorption. Then he spoke to them: “I swear by God that if I did not think that you might think that I was trying to delay my death out of fear, I would have prolonged my prayer.” 

			After condemning Hubayb to crucifixion, his sweet voice was heard, with a perfect spirituality that held everyone in its spell, entreating God with these words: “O God! We have delivered the message of Your Messenger, so inform him of what has been done to us, and tell him my wish of peace and blessings upon him.” Meanwhile, in Madina, God’s Messenger was returning his peace, saying: “Upon you be God’s peace and blessings, O Hubayb!”23

			The following account shows the indelible mark that God’s Messenger imprinted on people of every age:

			One of Abu ‘Ali ibn Sina’s (Avicenna) students told Ibn Sina that his extraordinary understanding and intelligence would cause people to gather around him if he claimed Prophethood. Ibn Sina said nothing. Some time passed and when they were travelling together during winter, Ibn Sina woke up one morning at dawn, woke his student, and asked him to fetch some water because he would take ablution for the Dawn Prayer. The student procrastinated and made excuses. However much Ibn Sina persisted, the student would not leave his warm bed. At that moment, the cry of the muezzin (caller to the Prayer) called out from the minaret: “God is the All-Great... I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God.”

			Ibn Sina considered this a good opportunity to answer his student, so he said: 

			You, who averred that people would believe in me if I claimed to be a Prophet, look now and see how the command I just gave you, my student for years who have benefited from my lessons, has not had the effect of making you leave your warm bed to fetch me some water. But this muadhdhin strictly obeys the 400-year-old command of the Prophet. He got up from his warm bed, as he does every morning together with hundreds of thousands of others, climbed up to this great height, and bore witness to God’s Unity and His Prophet. Look and see how great the difference is!

			The Prophet’s name has been pronounced five times a day from minarets together with that of God for fourteen centuries in a great part of the world.
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			Chapter 2: 
DIVINE PURPOSES FOR 
SENDING THE PROPHETS24

			To Illuminate Humanity’s Way 

			God Almighty sent Prophet Muhammad, as He sent all previous Prophets, to illuminate our way. God says in the Qur’an:

			We have sent among you a Messenger of your own, reciting to you Our signs and Revelations (ayah), and purifying you (of false beliefs and doctrines, and sins, and all kinds of uncleanness), and instructing you in the Book and the Wisdom, and instructing you in whatever you (must but) do not know. (al-Baqara, 2:151)

			God sent Messengers to guide people to the truth in all aspects of life and so they could be purified of sin and false belief and doctrines. Those who have been enlightened by the Messengers have found the way to the Divine Presence and attained the highest rank of humanity. Those who follow their guidance are touched by Him in their innermost selves, whether it is called heart, soul, or conscience. 

			To Guide People to the Service of God

			God declared in the Qur’an:

			I have not created jinn and humanity except to (know and) worship Me. (adh-Dhariyat, 51:56)

			We were not created only to eat, drink, and reproduce; these are natural facts of our life and natural needs. Our main purpose is to recognize and worship God Almighty. All Prophets were sent to show us how to do this:

			We never sent a Messenger before you except that We revealed to him: “There is no deity but I, so worship Me.” (al-Anbiya, 21:25) 

			And certainly, We have raised within every community a Messenger (to convey the primordial Message): Worship God alone, and keep away from false deities and powers of evil (who institute patterns of faith and rule in defiance of God). (an-Nahl, 16:36)

			God sent Prophets to guide us to His service. Their missions were the same. However, whereas the earlier Prophets were sent to their own people and for a set period, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was sent as a mercy for humanity and jinn, and for all time.

			To Teach People God’s Laws

			Another purpose for sending Prophets is to reveal Divine Commandments (i.e., the five daily Prayers, fasting Ramadan, paying Zakah, pilgrimage, and not indulging in any illicit sexual relations, alcohol, and gambling, etc.). This function is called Messengership. According to the Qur’an:

			They who convey God’s Messages and feel great awe of Him; and they hold none but God in awe. God suffices as One Who reckons and settles the accounts (of His servants). (al-Ahzab, 33:39)

			In addition, God told Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings:

			O Messenger! Convey and make known in the clearest way all that has been sent down to you from your Lord. For, if you do not, you have not conveyed His Message and fulfilled the task of His Messengership. And God certainly protects you from the people. God will surely not guide the disbelieving people (to attain their goal of harming or defeating you). (al-Maeda, 5:67)

			The holy Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, was sent to enlighten humanity about all dimensions of human life. Any neglect in delivering God’s Message would amount to leaving humanity in darkness. For this reason, he continually sought unadulterated minds and hearts to which he could impart God’s Message.

			God’s Messenger was entirely focused on his mission. As a result, the circle of light broadened day by day, and the party of unbelief became more and more frustrated:

			They seek (with renewed plans and stratagems) to extinguish God’s light (as if by the breath issuing) from their mouths, whereas God refuses but to complete His light, however hateful this may be to the unbelievers. (at-Tawba, 9:32)

			When it was clear that no further step could be taken in Makka, the Messenger emigrated to Madina and continued his mission there. In the twenty-third year of his mission, he began to feel that death was drawing near. He performed the major pilgrimage (hajj). Ascending Mount ‘Arafat on the back of his camel, he preached what has become known as the Farewell Sermon. In it, he stressed that feuds and interest-based transactions were forbidden and that women have certain rights, and talked about family ties as well as tribal and national relationships. 

			A huge, tearful congregation listened to him. While speaking, he frequently asked them if he had communicated God’s Message. With each positive reply, he raised his index finger toward the heavens and said: “O God, be witness!”25 In deep consciousness of Divine service, he might have thought: “God sent me to perform the duty of Messengership. Just as these people bore witness that I fulfilled this duty, I hope I may be regarded as having truly done it.” He was prepared to meet his Lord in perfect satisfaction.

			To Be Examples

			Prophets were sent to serve as examples who must be followed consciously. After mentioning many Prophets in Sura al-An‘am, God told His last Messenger: “Those are they whom God has guided, so follow their guidance.” (al-An‘am, 6:90) That is, God’s Last Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, followed the same path as his predecessors, which is the Straight Path laid down by God Almighty for humanity to follow in their worldly life. And, we are told to follow Prophet Muhammad’s example, upon him be peace and blessings:

			Assuredly you have in God’s Messenger an excellent example to follow for whoever looks forward to God and the Last Day, and remembers and mentions God much. (al-Ahzab, 33:21)

			To Establish Balance

			At a time when some people lived in monasteries and others drowned in luxury, Prophet Muhammad came with the Qur’anic instruction: Seek, by means of what God has granted you, the Abode of the Hereafter, but do not forget your portion in the present world (al-Qasas, 28:77). 

			All Prophets came to establish balance between the material and spiritual life, reason and soul, this world and the next, and indulgence and abstinence. While we should declare everything that God has bestowed on us to show our gratitude and due praise for Him (And as for your Lord’s blessing and bounty, declare it! [ad-Duha, 93:11]), we must not forget that we will have to account for every good we enjoy (And on that Day, you will most surely be questioned as to all the favors (bestowed on you) [at-Takathur, 102:8]).

			The holy Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, inculcated this principle so deeply in his Companions’ hearts that it could be seen in every aspect of their lives. For example, once when breaking fast during Ramadan, Abu Bakr, the Prophet’s closest friend and the first Caliph after him, was offered a glass of cold water. He had just taken a sip when he suddenly burst into tears and stopped drinking. When asked why, he replied:

			Once I was with God’s Messenger. He acted as if he were pushing something with his hand and saying to it: “Keep away from me!” I asked him what he was doing, and he replied: “The world appeared to me with all its pomp and luxury. I pushed it away, saying: “Leave me. You cannot seduce me.” It withdrew and said: “I can’t conquer you, but I swear by God I will captivate those who come after you.”

			After narrating this Tradition, Abu Bakr, may God be pleased with him, concluded: “Just now, I thought that the world tempted me with a glass of cold water, and I wept.”26

			Abu Bakr and most Companions, may God be pleased with them, lived a balanced life, despite the fact that they had every chance to live in comfort especially after the Prophet.

			To Be God’s Witnesses

			Prophets were also sent so that people cannot plead ignorance in the Hereafter. Regarding this, the Qur’an says: Messengers bearing good tidings and warning, so that humanity might have no argument against God (an-Nisa’, 4:165).

			Humanity, who has followed many so-called guides or leaders only to be led astray, has received true guidance through the Prophets. These pure and chosen servants of God were created for a special mission. Their births were extraordinary; their lives resembled a beautiful symphony, perfectly harmonious and balanced. Their words were like sweet melodies that penetrated souls. Both living beings and inanimate objects acquired meaning through them and the Message they delivered, existence became a “cosmos” out of “chaos,” and each thing became a tongue glorifying God with praise: There is not a thing that does not glorify Him with praise, but you (are unmindful of and) do not understand their glorification (al-Isra’, 17:44). If the Prophets had not been sent, we might have had an argument against being punished in the Hereafter. But, as the Qur’an states: We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (al-Isra’, 17:15), God sent Prophets so that people would be able to distinguish good from evil. Thus, people cannot plead ignorance when they are left to defend their actions on the Day of Judgment.

			Three Cardinal Aspects of the Prophetic Mission 

			Scientific knowledge is unable to lead human beings to good on its own, for human beings are fallible, and they tend to follow their carnal desires. Therefore, in addition to scientific knowledge, every human being needs spiritual education. The first and foremost education necessary for human beings is that their carnal soul should be trained and educated to acquire high moral qualities. Among the most important and influential means of this education are acts of worship, such as Prayers, fasting, charity, remembrance of God, and pilgrimage, which also lead believers to due recognition of God and help to transform certainty of knowledge to certainty of vision. These and similar acts of worship or devotion train and educate human beings both individually and as members of a community. The following verse, which describes the duties of Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, or the three basic aspects of his Prophetic mission, and therefore, the essence and fundamentals of Islam, expresses these realities:

			We have sent among you a Messenger of your own, reciting to you Our signs and Revelations (ayah), and purifying you (of false beliefs and doctrines, and sins, and all kinds of uncleanness), and instructing you in the Book and the Wisdom, and instructing you in whatever you (must but) do not know. (al-Baqara, 2:151)

			The verse explains that, like all other Prophets, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, and hence the Divine Religion, has three basic duties or missions. One of them is reciting God’s signs and Revelations to people. The original word that we have translated as God’s signs and Revelations is ayah. The Qur’an uses the term ayah for both the verses of the Qur’an and for all the phenomena in the universe. Ayah literally means “sign,” meaning that each verse of the Qur’an and each phenomenon in the universe is a sign of God and other truths of the Divine Religion.

			Muslim scholars view both the universe (macrocosm) and humanity (microcosm), and even history, as books like the Qur’an and call the Holy Qur’an the “revealed universe” and the universe and humanity the “created Qur’an.” Whereas the Qur’an is the source of the religious sciences, the universe, humanity, and history are the sources of human sciences. Studying these two kinds of sciences is the means of realizing the Divine purpose for the creation of humanity and for appointing humanity as God’s vicegerent (viceroy) on the earth. Thus, the first and foremost mission of the holy Prophet, and therefore the basis of Islam, is instructing people in the Divine Scripture and the books of the universe, humanity, and history. The Divine Scripture is the translation of these other books, and these other books are the physical manifestations of the Divine Scripture. 

			The second duty of Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was to purify people. He was to purify their minds of wrong information, false beliefs, and false doctrines, and purify their hearts of sins and evil qualities. The first of these two aspects of purification occurs through scientific, true knowledge, and the other through worship, prayer, reflection, and struggling against sins and carnality.

			The third duty of Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, and therefore, the third basic mission of Islam, is to teach purified, learned minds and to establish in purified hearts the Qur’an, religious knowledge based on the Qur’an, wisdom, and whatever people need for their happiness in both worlds. “Wisdom” means to know the meaning of natural and historical phenomena, the Divine purposes for the existence of the universe and humanity and for the events in human life, and the ways to apply or practice the Qur’an in life. The Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, practiced the Qur’an both individually and in the life of his community and so laid down the principles of understanding and practicing it. With the many logical, scientific, and legal principles that the Qur’an and the practice of the Prophet gave rise to, such as consensus of scholars, ijtihad (deduction of new laws from the basic principles of Islam and Islamic life), analogy or syllogism, public benefit, and blocking harm, Islam has opened a practical way and a propitious ground for human intellect.27
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			Chapter 3: 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPHETS AND 
ESSENTIALS OF PROPHETHOOD28

			Prophethood Is Distinguished by Divine Revelation

			Although every Prophet had the highest caliber of intelligent and was endowed with a comprehensive understanding and a pure soul, they became Prophets just because God Almighty chose them as Prophets, upon them be peace. Most Prophets, including Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, were unlettered and therefore taught by God. Prophet Muhammad, despite his being unlettered, had, as a Prophet taught by God, knowledge of the past and the future, and insight into every branch of knowledge. He did not attend any school or have any human teachers, yet even his enemies admitted (and still do) that he displayed perfect justice in family affairs, perfect competency in state administration, and perfect command of armies, because his teacher was God.

			And thus have We revealed to you a spirit of Our command. You would not (otherwise) have known what the Book was, nor what faith was. But We have made it a light by which We guide whom We will of Our servants. And you, surely you guide unto a straight path. (ash-Shura, 42:52)

			As a result, Prophets never spoke on their own accord:

			He does not speak on his own. It is but a Revelation revealed. (an-Najm, 53:3–4)

			Prophet Muhammad, particularly when asked about something concerning the Divine Religion, would wait for Revelation. Sometimes the polytheists asked him to alter the Qur’an. But as it is a Divine Scripture whose wording and meaning belong completely to God, he would reply, as instructed by God, Say: “It is not for me to alter it of my own accord. I follow nothing, except what is revealed to me” (Yunus, 10:15). 

			Total dependence on Revelation and Submission to God

			The Prophets submitted themselves wholly to God, and fulfilled their mission solely because God commanded them to. They never compromised or deviated from their way in order to achieve success. When confronted with threats or seductive offers, they replied with words similar to those of Prophet Muhammad: “Should they place the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left so as to make me renounce this mission, I shall not do so. I will never give it up. Either it will please God to make it triumph or I shall perish in the attempt.”29 This was God’s strict order to them:

			O Messenger! Convey and make known in the clearest way all that has been sent down to you from your Lord. For, if you do not, you have not conveyed His Message and fulfilled the task of His Messengership. And God certainly protects you from the people. God will surely not guide the disbelieving people (to attain their goal of harming or defeating you). (al-Maeda, 5:67)

			They who convey God’s Messages and feel great awe of Him; and they hold none but God in awe. God suffices as One Who reckons and settles the accounts (of His servants). (al-Ahzab, 33:39)

			Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, knew with utmost certainty that the Qur’an is the Word of God, and so he bore all hardship and opposition in conveying it. His reliance on God made him fearless. He appeared in the heartland of a desert inhabited by one of the most uncivilized group of people. Despite their harsh treatment, and the strident hostility of one of his own uncles, he challenged the whole world, and through complete trust in God, carried his mission to victory. He had only a handful of supporters during many years of his mission, and his victory came in a very short period—an unparalleled achievement. We can understand his fearless nature, which developed out of his absolute confidence in God, through the following anecdotes:

			The Quraysh were so eager to kill him that just before his emigration to Madina they selected one man from each clan. These numbered roughly 200. Led by Abu Jahl and Abu Lahab, they besieged his house. God’s Messenger told his cousin ‘Ali to spend the night in his bed, and throwing some dust at the hostile men while reciting: We have put a barrier before them and behind them, and thus covered them so that they cannot see (Ya-Sin, 36:9), he departed without being seen.30 He left Makka with his closest friend Abu Bakr and reached the cave of Thawr, which is at the top of a steep mountain. Finding him gone, the Qurayshi chiefs sent out search parties. One of these parties climbed the mountain up to the cave. Abu Bakr became anxious, fearing for the life of God’s Messenger. However, the Blessed Prophet comforted him: “Do not be anxious, God is surely with us!” (at-Tawba, 9:40), and added: “What do you think of the two persons beside whom God is the third?”31

			In the Battle of Hunayn, the Muslim army was forced to retreat. All but a few thought they were about to lose. God’s Messenger spurred his horse forward and shouted: “I am a Prophet. This is not a lie! I am the son of ‘Abd al-Muttalib!”32 His courage and steadfastness were enough for his Companions to collect themselves and be victorious.

			As related through various channels, during the military campaigns of Ghatfan and Anmar, a courageous chieftain named Ghowras unexpectedly appeared beside God’s Messenger, who was lying under a tree. Unsheathing his sword, he asked him: “Who will save you from me now?" The Messenger of God replied solemnly and serenely, “God,” and then prayed: “O God, protect me against him as You will.” At that moment, Ghowras was knocked down and his sword slipped from his hand. God’s Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, picked it up and asked him: “Now, who will save you from me?” Ghowras began to tremble and pleaded for his life: “You are a noble, forgiving man; only forgiveness is expected of you.” God’s Messenger forgave him, and when Ghowras returned to his tribe, he said: “I have just come from the best of humanity.”33

			Prophets Were Specially Brought up by God

			To cite an example, the Last Prophet recalled: “I intended twice in my childhood to attend a wedding ceremony. On both occasions, I was overpowered by sleep half-way (and thus was protected against any sin I would later prohibit)”;34 and “While repairing the Ka‘ba, prior to my Prophethood, I was carrying stones. As everyone did, I wrapped my garment’s lower part over my shoulder to avoid injury. Part of my thigh was left uncovered. All of a sudden, the angel I had seen several times in my childhood appeared to me in all his majesty. I fell down and fainted. That was the first and last time I uncovered any part of my body that God ordered to be covered.”35

			The Prophets were protected by God against all sins, for they were created for a special purpose. They were protected from going astray, for even a minor deviation could result in humanity’s deviation.

			Utmost Truthfulness 

			Truthfulness is the cornerstone of Prophethood. No lies or deceit, whether explicit or implicit, were ever heard from them. The Qur’an declares: Mention Abraham in the Book: Surely he was a most truthful Prophet (Maryam, 19:41); Mention Ishmael in the Book; surely, he was a man of his word, and he was a Messenger, a Prophet (Maryam, 19:54); and Mention Idris (Enoch) in the Book; surely he was a most truthful Prophet. We elevated him to an exalted place (Maryam, 19:56–57). We also read in the Qur’an that a fellow prisoner addressed Prophet Joseph: “Joseph, O most truthful one!” (Yusuf, 12:46).

			The Prophets had to be endowed with truthfulness, for God wants everybody to be truthful and extols the truthful: O you who believe! Keep from disobedience to God in reverence for Him and piety, and keep the company of the truthful (those who are also faithful to their covenant with God)! (at-Tawba, 9:119), and: Only those are the believers who have truly believed in God (as the Unique Deity, Lord, and Sovereign), and (believed in) His Messenger (including all that he has brought from God), then have never since doubted (the truth of what they have testified to), and who strive hard with their wealth and persons in God’s cause—those are they who are truthful and honest (in their profession of faith). (al-Hujurat, 49:15).

			The Qur’an praises the believers who, without faltering, carry out their promises:

			Among the believers are men (of highest valor) who have been true to their covenant with God: among them are those who have fulfilled their vow (by remaining steadfast until death), and those who are awaiting (its fulfillment). They have never altered in any way. (al-Ahzab, 33:23)

			God’s Messenger was known as a truthful person even before Islam. The Makkans, even the unbelievers, called him al-Amin (the Truthful and Trustworthy One). Even his enemies did not accuse him of lying after he proclaimed his Prophethood. After the Treaty of Hudaybiya (6 ah), God’s Messenger sent letters to the rulers of neighboring countries. The Emperor of Byzantium received it in Syria at a time when a Makkan trade caravan headed by Abu Sufyan was in the area of Damascus. The Emperor summoned him, and the following conversation took place:

			“Do the elite or the weak mostly follow him?” asked the Emperor. 

			“The weak,” answered Abu Sufyan.

			“Has anyone apostatized after converting?” the Emperor continued. 

			“Not yet,” replied Abu Sufyan.

			“Do his followers increase or decrease?” inquired the Emperor. 

			“They increase daily,” responded Abu Sufyan.

			“Have you ever heard him tell a lie?” questioned the Emperor. 

			“No, never,” said Abu Sufyan.

			Struck by Abu Sufyan’s answers, who was at that time the bitterest enemy of Islam, the Emperor acknowledged Muhammad’s position: “It is inconceivable for one who has never told a lie during his whole life to invent lies against God.”36 He was right. Why would a person who had never told a lie, even in jest, suddenly begin to lie, especially against God, when he is 40 years old and getting closer to the grave? 

			God’s Messenger always encouraged truthfulness, as can be seen in his words as recorded in the following Traditions: 

			Promise me six things and I will promise you Paradise: Speak the truth, keep your promises, fulfill your trusts, remain (sexually) chaste, don’t look at what is unlawful, and avoid what is forbidden.37

			Abandon what arouses your suspicions and follow what is certain. Truthfulness gives satisfaction; lying causes suspicion.38

			Seek truthfulness even if it might bring you to ruin.39

			Always be truthful, for truthfulness leads to righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. If you are always truthful and seek truthfulness, God records you as such. Never lie, for lying leads to shamefulness and shamefulness leads to Hell. If you insist on lying and seek deceit, God records you as such.40

			Truthfulness is the pivot of Prophethood. It could not be otherwise, for if a Prophet were to lie, everything connected with the Divine Religion would be corrupt. All it takes is one lie to call a mission into question. Thus God declares: 

			If he (Muhammad) had dared to fabricate false sayings in attribution to Us, We would certainly have grasped him with might, and then we would certainly have cut off his life-vein, and none of you could have withheld Us from doing this. (al-Haqqa, 69:44–47)

			Trustworthiness

			Another most important attribute of Prophethood is amana, an Arabic word meaning trustworthiness and derived from the same root as mu’min (believer). Being a believer implies being a trustworthy person. All Prophets were the best believers and therefore perfect exemplars of trustworthiness. To stress this principle, God summarizes the stories of five Prophets using the same words: 

			The people of Noah denied (Noah and, thereby, meant to deny all) the Messengers. (Recall) when their brother, Noah, said to them (by way of timely warning): “Will you not keep from disobedience to God in reverence for Him, and seek refuge with His protection? Surely I am a Messenger to you, trustworthy.” (ash-Shu‘ara, 26:105–7)

			Replace the name Noah with those of Hud, Lot, Shu‘ayb, and Salih, and you have a summarized version of these five Prophets’ trustworthiness.

			Mu’min is also a Divine Name, for God Almighty is the ultimate Mu’min, the infinite source of security and reliability. We put our trust in, confide in, and rely upon Him. He distinguished the Prophets with their trustworthiness, and our connection to Him through the Prophets is based entirely on their trustworthiness and reliability.

			Trustworthiness is also an essential quality of Archangel Gabriel. The Qur’an describes Gabriel as one obeyed and trustworthy (at-Takwir, 81:21). We received the Qur’an through two trustworthy Messengers: Gabriel and Prophet Muhammad, upon them be peace and blessings. The former conveyed it to the latter, and the latter related it to us. 

			Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was completely trustworthy toward all of God’s creatures. He was loyal and never cheated anyone. He devoted himself totally to delivering the Message truthfully. As the Qur’an was given to him as a trust, he conveyed it to people in the best way possible. He dedicated his life to this sacred cause, constantly aware of his responsibility. In the last year of his life, when he was delivering the Farewell Pilgrimage’s sermon at Mount ‘Arafat, he reiterated the Commandments of God once more. At the end of each sentence, he told the people: “In the near future, they will ask you about me.” He then would ask them if he had conveyed the Message to them, to which they responded, each time, with great enthusiasm: “Yes, you have conveyed it!” He then would call upon God to witness their words.41

			God’s Messenger was perfectly trustworthy toward people as well, and encouraged others to follow his example. He warned his people against lying, breaking their word, and breaching their trust. All of these were condemned as “signs of hypocrisy.”42 He was so meticulous in this matter  that when he saw a woman call her child, saying: “Come on, I’ll give you something,” he asked her if she was telling the truth. She replied that she would give him a date, to which God’s Messenger responded: “If you don’t really give him something, you are a liar.”43

			His concern in this matter extended even to animals. Once, annoyed at seeing a Companion trying to deceive his horse, he said: “Stop deceiving animals. Instead, be trustworthy to them.” Another time, while returning from a military campaign, a few Companions took some baby birds from a nest to pat them. The mother bird returned after a short while, and finding her babies gone, began to fly around in distress. When God’s Messenger was informed, he was so upset that he ordered the babies to be returned immediately to their nest. Such an order was meant to show that representatives of trustworthiness should harm no living creatures.44

			His Companions were also embodiments of trustworthiness. By virtue of this and other laudable virtues, cities and states submitted to Islam. During ‘Umar’s caliphate, Abu ‘Ubayda, the embodiment of justice, commanded the Muslim armies in Syria. When the Byzantine Emperor set out to recapture Hims, Abu ‘Ubayda decided to evacuate the city, for his forces were vastly outnumbered. He had the non-Muslim population assembled and announced: “We collected the protection tax from you because we had to defend you. Since we cannot defend you against the coming Byzantine assault, we are returning the tax we collected.” This was done. Pleased with the Muslim administration, Christian priests and Jewish rabbis flocked to the churches and synagogues to pray that God would cause the Muslim army to be successful, and defended their cities together with the Muslims against the attack of the Byzantine Empire.45

			Such was the attitude of Muslim conquerors and administrators in the lands where they ruled. Muslims stayed in Spain for eight centuries. If there were enough Christians left to acquire enough power to expel the Muslims later on, it was because of the Muslim administration’s religious tolerance. Muslim rulers did not interfere with a conquered people’s religion, language, or culture. If they had done so, there would have been no Christians left to recapture Spain, no Jews left to found the state of Israel, and no Christians left in the Balkans to kill the Muslims there. 

			Islam emphasizes trustworthiness and security to such an extent that even suspicion and gossip are forbidden: 

			O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion, for some suspicion is a grave sin (liable to God’s punishment); and do not spy (on one another), nor backbite (against one another). Would any of you love to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would abhor it! Keep from disobedience to God in reverence for Him and piety. Surely God is One Who truly returns repentance with liberal forgiveness and additional reward, All-Compassionate (particularly toward His believing servants). (al-Hujurat, 49:12)

			God’s Messenger was so sensitive on this point that once when ‘A’isha, his beloved wife, commented about a woman in her absence: “Look how long her neck is,” he said: “You have backbitten against her and so ate of her flesh!”46

			He always prayed: “O God, I seek refuge in You from betrayal, for what an evil confidant it is!”47 He also had harsh words for those who betray and are disloyal: “When God gathers together on the Day of Judgment all the people preceding and to come, a banner will be raised on behalf of every disloyal person. It will be announced: ‘This is because of the disloyalty of so and so!’”48

			Trustworthiness is a cornerstone of belief: 

			God commands you to deliver trusts (including public and professional duties of service) to those entitled to them; and when you judge between people, to judge with justice. How excellent is what God exhorts you to do. Surely God is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (an-Nisa’, 4:58)

			According to God’s Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, breaching a trust is a sign of the end of time: “When a trust is breached, expect the end of time.” When his Companions asked how a trust would be breached, he answered: “If a job or post is assigned to the unqualified, expect the end of time.”49

			Assigning qualified people to jobs or posts is a social trust and plays a significant role in public administration and social order. Its abuse causes social disorder. If everyone in a society were to carry out their responsibilities, we would be living in a “society of trustworthy ones.” Trustworthiness is so essential an aspect of belief that God’s Messenger once declared: “One who is not trustworthy is not a believer,”50 and described a believer as one whom the people trust with their blood and property.51 

			Through his truthfulness, trustworthiness, and other laudable virtues, God’s Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, left an indelible mark on people of all ages. His every word and deed proclaimed his Messengership, that he was sent to guide people to truth, to bring them out of the darkness of ignorance and savagery, slavery and immorality, into the light of knowledge, high morality, love, compassion and true freedom.

			Complete Sincerity

			Another indispensable characteristic of Prophets is sincerity, which in this context means “purity of intention, to do everything solely for the sake of God.” We are told to worship God sincerely: But they were not enjoined anything other than that they should worship God, sincere in faith in Him and practicing the Religion purely for His sake, as people of pure faith; and establish the Prayer in accordance with its conditions; and pay the Zakah (Prescribed Purifying Alms). And that is the upright, ever-true Religion (al-Bayyina, 98:5). God also mentions sincerity as the foremost attribute of the Prophets: And mention Moses in the Book. He was one chosen, endowed with perfect sincerity in faith and practicing the Religion, and was a Messenger, a Prophet (Maryam, 19:51).

			We worship God only because we are His servants and He has told us to do so. Obeying Him allows us to secure His approval and be rewarded in the Hereafter. God’s Last Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, also worshipped God in utmost sincerity. He was as humble after attaining the height of his career as he was at its beginning. He is so great and sublime that we still stand out of respect for him, although he used to warn his Companions: “When I come upon you, do not stand up as the Persians do (for their elders).”52

			Although his Companions had complete respect for him, he considered himself a poor and needy slave of God. On the day he conquered Makka, he was the same person as when he humbly had begun his mission. At the outset of his mission, he would sit and eat with the poor and slaves. As he entered Makka in triumph, he rode a camel in such deep submission and humility before God that his forehead touched its pack-saddle. He was prostrating before God and taking refuge in Him from being a haughty conqueror.

			God’s Messenger had one intention: to please God and worship Him sincerely. He worshipped Him at a level of perfect goodness and sincerity, as he himself stated in a famous Tradition: “Perfect goodness or virtue (ihsan) is to worship God as if you were seeing Him; even if you see do not Him, He certainly sees you.”53 

			Calling People Wisely And with Kindness And Asking for No Wages

			The sun’s warmth and light are among the means of God’s manifesting His Mercifulness; likewise, He manifested His special mercy and compassion for humanity through the Prophets. He chose Muhammad, whom He sent as a mercy for all worlds, to establish eternally His Message of compassion and mercy. If he had not been sent to revive and revise the Messages of previous Prophets and then spread that knowledge throughout the world, we would be wandering in a terrifying desert of unbelief, misguidance, and ignorance.

			Philosophers, sociologists, and psychologists always have sought answers to such vital questions as: “Who am I?” “Where did I come from?” “What is my final destination?” “What is the purpose of life?” “What does our dying mean?” and “Is death absolute non-existence or only a door to a new, eternal life?” All of us wrestle with such questions. But only through the enlightenment of the Prophets we can find true satisfaction and peace of mind. Through them, we understand that this earthly life is just a way station on our perpetual journeying from the world of spirits to the world of eternity, a field to be planted with seeds for harvesting in the eternal world. This world is reached through the intermediate realm of the grave. With this realization, we are relieved of our anxieties, and the world is transformed into a flowery garden of recreation and a gathering place of friends. 

			The Prophets were sent to convey this Message and to illuminate the path to happiness in this world and the next. 

			While delivering God’s Message, the Prophets never resorted to demagogy and dialectics, but acted and spoke with wisdom. God ordered His Last and Greatest Messenger: Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair exhortation, and reason with them in the best way (an-Nahl, 16:125).

			People are more than just minds or hearts. We are complex beings with many faculties, including the mind, intellect, heart, and soul. All of our faculties, even the inner-most ones, require satisfaction. The Prophets addressed them all.

			Those taught by the Prophets acquired certainty, and their view of things differed from those with limited external sight and those devoid of insight and spiritual vision. Their conviction of religious truths was unshakable, and they were continually fed with Divine Revelation. They combined speech with action, knowledge with practice, and action with contemplation. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, among others, would say: “If the veil of the Unseen were lifted, my certainty (of the truths of faith) would not increase a single bit.”54 There was no further degree of certainty left for them to attain.

			The cornerstone of the Prophetic mission was to preach Divine Unity. All Prophets concentrated on this basic principle: O my people, worship God: You have no deity other than He (Hud, 11:84).

			God has sent at least one Prophet to every people. The fact that all of them, regardless of time or place, agreed on the same basic principles shows that they did not speak or act on their own; rather, they taught the Message they received from God. Philosophers and thinkers, no matter how great they may be, disagree among themselves because they depend on their own intellect and findings. Frequently, the same philosophical or sociological school contains different opinions. 

			There was no discrepancy among the teachings of the Prophets. This is because they were taught by a Single, Eternal Teacher—God —and not guided by defective human reasoning. Such a unity of belief is also a strong evidence of Divine Unity, the fundamental principle of their mission, as declared by the holy Prophet Muhammad: “The most meritorious of the words spoken by me and the Prophets before me is: ‘There is no deity but God, He is One, having no partners.’”55

			The Prophets were completely trustworthy and asked no wage for their services. This very important characteristic is mentioned five times in Sura ash-Shu‘ara’. All Prophets said the same thing: “Surely I am a Messenger to you, trustworthy. So keep from disobedience to God in reverence for Him, and obey me. I ask of you no wage for that (for conveying God’s Message); my wage is due only from the Lord of the worlds.” (ash-Shu‘ara’, 26:107–9, 125–27, 143–45, 162–64, 178–80).

			The Prophets never thought of material gain, spiritual reward, or even Paradise—they strove only for God’s good pleasure and to see humanity guided to the truth. The Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was the foremost in this respect. As he devoted his life to humanity’s welfare in this world, he will do so in the Place of Gathering. While everybody else will care only about themselves, he will prostrate before God, pray for people’s salvation, and intercede with God on behalf of others.56

			Those who intend to convey the perennial values of Islam should follow these practices. Any message based on an impure intention, regardless of eloquence, will have no effect on people. This point is frequently emphasized in the Qur’an: Follow those who ask of you no wage (for their service), and are themselves rightly guided. (Ya-Sin, 36:21).

			Imam Busiri57 expresses the altruism, sincerity, and patience of God’s Messenger in vivid language: “Mountains desired to run on either side of him in heaps of gold, but he refused.” The Messenger once said: “A day comes when I am hungry so as to endure it with patience; on another day I am full to praise my Lord, acquiring thus the reward of both patience and praising.”58

			‘A’isha reported that sometimes no food was cooked for four successive days in their house.59 Abu Hurayra also reports: “Once I went into the Prophet’s room. He  was praying while seated and groaning. I asked him if he was ill. He replied that he was too hungry to stand. I began to sob bitterly, but he stopped me, saying: ‘Don’t cry, for one who endures hunger here will be safe from God’s torment in the next.’”60

			One day he told Gabriel: “It has been several days since no one has lit a fire to cook food in the house of Muhammad’s family.” An angel appeared and asked: “O Messenger of God, God greets you and asks if you would like to be a Prophet–king or a Prophet–servant?” He turned to Gabriel, who recommended humility. The Prophet raised his voice and replied: “I wish to be a Prophet–servant, who entreats God in hunger one day and thanks Him in satisfaction the next.”61

			God’s Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings, used to eat with slaves and servants. Once a woman saw him eating and remarked: “He’s eating as if he were a slave.” God’s Messenger responded: “Could there be a better slave than me? I am a slave of God.”62

			God’s Messenger is, by virtue of being a slave of God, our master and that of creation, as eloquently stated by Shaykh Ghalib.63

			An exalted king, the King of the Messengers, O my Master. 
You are an endless source of help for the helpless, O my Master.
God honors you, swearing by your life in the Qur’an, O my Master.
In the Divine Presence, you are the greatest, O my Master.
You are the beloved, lauded and praised one of God, O my Master.
Our “eternal” king you are, sent to us by God, O my Master.

			Highest Caliber of Intellect

			Intellect is another important attribute of Prophethood. In this context, it has a specific meaning: a composite of reasoning power, sagacity, intelligence, sound judgment, and wisdom far surpassing the ability of ordinary people through a sublime power of understanding. It encompasses and coordinates all human abilities, whether of the heart and soul or of the mind.

			Under the influence of temporary trends, some reduce Islam to a rationalistic system. They regard reason as the ultimate authority, and make no distinction between the judgment of sound reason and the excesses and shortcomings of rationalism. All the principles of Islam, a revealed religion originating in God’s All-Encompassing Knowledge, can be confirmed by reason. However, a comprehensive understanding of Islam requires a Prophetic intellect to grasp the entire meaning of the universe, humanity, and events. Islam admits reason’s authority; not of human reason, which is limited by one’s capacity and usually conflicts with another’s, but of a Prophet’s universal reason, for Islam is the name of the Divine universal order.

			God Almighty raised the Prophets to communicate His Revelation. As we cannot receive Revelation directly, the Prophets functioned as a prism receiving and then reflecting Divine Revelation. They addressed people according to their intellectual ability and the prevailing circumstances. In other words, the Prophetic intellect allows a Prophet to understand everything about his people and thus to answer all their questions and solve their problems.

			If we study the Prophet’s achievements, we see that he is a statesman and commander of the highest order. As the embodiment or most comprehensive manifestation of the Divine Attribute of Speech, he is the most influential orator we have ever seen. His words, regardless of their apparent simplicity, affect everyone, regardless of their intellectual capacity. As human knowledge increases, we see that these apparently simple words are, in fact, like an ocean whose depth is only appreciated the more deeply one dives into it, or like a rose with petals one within the other, each full of meaning.

			His level of understanding was so sublime that Wahb ibn Munabbih, who was well-versed in the Torah and Gospels, said: “When compared to that of God’s Messenger, humanity’s total mental capacity and perception is like a single sand particle compared to all the sand in a vast desert.”64

			The Prophet solved problems, about which George Bernard Shaw remarked: “He (Muhammad) must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume the dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness.”65 Even when faced with the most unexpected emergencies, he remained calm and solved the problem to everyone’s satisfaction. His whole life shows that he was a man of perfect balance, and that this balance was never lost.  

			Another dimension of his intellect is the very concise nature of his speech. Remember that he is the leader not only of those who lived during his lifetime, but of every believer to come. He was sent to address people of every level, from ignorant seventh-century bedouins to those of the highest intellectual and scientific achievements, until the Day of Judgment. No one has yet been able to disprove what he said. Accordingly, after we scrutinize his Traditions and the Qur’an, we realize that they complement each other in style and content. Moreover, there is no contradiction between them and established scientific knowledge. Ever since the Revelation, billions of people have found in the Qur’an answers for their intellectual problems, cures for their spiritual diseases, and models for their behavior in all circumstances.

			The enchanting, captivating, and informative words of God’s Messenger that so enlightened his Companions intellectually and revived them spiritually have exerted the same influence on countless scholars, scientists, Qur’anic exegetes, traditionists, jurists, spiritual guides, and specialists in science and humanities. Such people, the vast majority of whom have been non-Arab, have used the Qur’an and Sunna as the foundational sources of their academic studies and endeavors. 

			Even today, his words are enough to cause people to reform themselves and embrace Islam. He acknowledged this as one of God’s blessings and, to emphasize it as so, said once: “I am Muhammad, an unlettered Prophet. No Prophet will come after me. I have been distinguished with conciseness of speech and comprehensiveness of meaning,”66 and, “O people, I have been honored with conciseness of speech and giving the final judgment in all matters.”67

			As his Prophethood is universal and will exist until the Last Day, his eloquence and linguistic style will never be surpassed. His words, together with the Qur’an, supersede all literary works. Their excellence is everlasting and becomes increasingly vivid as their deeper meanings are discovered over the course of time. His words and the Qur’an are of such extraordinary nature and so full of meaning that millions of saints and people seeking Divine knowledge have obtained perfect knowledge of the Divine Essence, Attributes, and Names through them. The hidden truths of the Unseen worlds (e.g., angels, jinn, the Hereafter, Paradise, and Hell) are unveiled through them.

			Infallibility or Sinlessness

			Infallibility is a necessary attribute of the Prophets. The original Arabic word translated here as infallibility is ‘isma, which means “being protected, saved, and sinlessness.”

			The infallibility of the Prophets is an established fact based on reason and tradition. This quality is required for several reasons. First, the Prophets came to convey the Message of God. If we liken this Message to pure water or light (ar-Ra‘d, 13:17; an-Nur, 24:35), Archangel Gabriel (who brought it) and the Prophet (who conveyed it) also must be absolutely pure. If this were not so, their impurity would pollute the Message. Every falling off is an impurity, a dark spot, in the heart. The hearts or souls of Gabriel and the Prophet are like polished mirrors that reflect the Divine Revelation to people, a clean cup from which people quench their thirst for the pure, Divine water. 

			Any black spot on the mirror would absorb a ray of that light; a single drop of mud would make the water unclear. As a result, the Prophets would not be able to deliver the complete Message. But they delivered the Message perfectly, and trough Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, God Almighty perfected the Religion and completed His favor upon humankind in the sense that there would be no need of a new Prophet and Divine Book.

			Today I have perfected your religion for you, and I have completed My favor upon you, and I have chosen and approved for you Islam as religion. (al-Maeda, 5:3)

			Second, the Prophets teach their people all the commands and principles of belief and conduct. So that the people learn their religion in its pristine purity and truth, and as perfectly as possible to secure their happiness and prosperity in both worlds, the Prophets must represent and then present the Revelation without fault or defect. This is their function as guides and good examples to be followed:

			Assuredly you have in God’s Messenger an excellent example to follow for whoever looks forward to God and the Last Day, and remembers and mentions God much (al-Ahzab, 33:21).

			Indeed, you have had an excellent example to follow in Abraham and those in his company… You certainly have in them an excellent example to follow for everyone who looks forward to God and the Last Day… (al-Mumtahanah, 60:4, 6)

			Third, the Qur’an commands believers to obey the Prophet’s orders and prohibitions, without exception, and emphasizes that it is not fitting for a believer, man or woman, when a matter has been decided by God and His Messenger, to have any option about their decision (al-Ahzab, 33:36). It also warns believers that what falls to them when God and His Messenger have given a judgment is only to say: “We have heard and obeyed.” (an-Nur, 24:51) Absolute obedience to a Prophet means that all of his commands and prohibitions are correct and beyond reproach.

			No Bodily or Mental Defects

			All Muslim theologians agree that the Prophets had no bodily or mental defects. As they were extraordinarily attractive in personality and conduct, they were also graceful and charming in outward appearance. They were perfect in bodily structure, handsome, and well-built.

			Anas ibn Malik, a Companion of the Prophet, says that God’s Messenger was the most handsome of people. Jabir ibn Samura remarks: “Once, during a full moon, we were sitting in the mosque and God’s Messenger came in. I looked first at the shining moon, and then at his face. I swear by God that his face was brighter than the moon.”68

			The Prophets must be free from all bodily defects, for their appearance should not repel others. In explaining the Divine wisdom of God’s Messenger living for 63 years, a 20th century Islamic scholar Said Nursi writes:

			Believers are religiously obliged to love and respect God’s Messenger to the utmost degree, and follow his every command without feeling any dislike for any aspect of him. For this reason, God did not allow him to live to the troublesome and often humiliating period of old age, and sent him to the “highest abode” when he was 63 years old. This was the average lifespan of the members of his community, thus making him the example in this respect as well.69
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			Chapter 4: 
PROPHET MUHAMMAD’S UNPARALLELED 
CHARACTER AND ACHIEVEMENT70

			The following points are worth considering to understand Prophet Muhammad with his exceptional achievement and see his Prophethood:

			•	If a man’s universally admired accomplishments, wealth and fame do not change him, and he remains as humble as he was at the beginning of his career, this shows an impressive strength of character, morality, and virtue. Despite his unparalleled achievements, which force even non-Muslims and atheists to consider him the greatest and most influential person of all times,71 Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was poorer and more humble when he entered Makka victoriously than he was at the beginning of his mission.

			He was the most modest person. As he attained higher ranks, he increased in humility and servanthood to God. He preferred being a Prophet–servant to being a Prophet–king. While building the Mosque in Madina, he carried two sun-dried bricks while everybody else carried one.72 While digging the trench around Madina to defend it during the Battle of the Trench or Allies, the Companions each bound one stone around their bellies because of hunger; the Messenger bound two.73 When a man began to tremble because of his awe-inspiring appearance, the Messenger calmed him, saying: “Don’t be afraid, brother. I am a man, like you, whose mother used to eat dry bread.”74 A mentally unbalanced woman once pulled him by the hand and said: “Come with me and do my housework.” God’s Messenger did as she asked.75 ‘A’isha, his wife, said the Messenger patched his clothes, repaired his shoes, and helped his wives with the housework.76 

			‘Ali, his cousin and son-in-law, describes the Prophet as follows:

			God’s Messenger was the most generous of people in giving out and the mildest and foremost of them in patience and perseverance. He was the most truthful of people in speech, the most amiable and congenial in companionship and the noblest of them in family. Whoever saw him first is stricken by awe of him but whoever knew him closely was attracted to him deeply, and whoever attempted to describe him (after he had seen him) would say: “I have never, either before him or after him, seen the like of him, upon him be peace and blessings.”77

			•	One’s face reveals one’s inner world and character. Those who saw Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, could not help but admire his appearance, and if unprejudiced, acknowledge his truthfulness. For example, ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, the most renowned Jewish scholar of the time, believed in him at first sight, saying: “One with such a face cannot lie.”78

			• 	If a firefly declares itself to be the sun, its lie lasts only until sunrise. Turkish people say that a liar’s candle only burns till bedtime, meaning that a lie is short-lived. So, a deceitful person pretending to be a Prophet would soon be unmasked, and no one would accept his or her claim. Therefore, every incident of his life demonstrates Muhammad’s Prophethood.

			•	Even an unimportant person in a small group cannot lie shamelessly and openly without somehow being discovered. And yet this person, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, while undertaking a tremendous task in the name of Divine Messengership and needing protection against his enemies, easily speaks about great causes before large congregations and the whole history without any anxiety or hesitation. Furthermore, no contradictions can be found in what he proclaims with such pure sincerity and great seriousness. What he speaks is nothing but Revelation revealed. The truth cannot be deceptive, and one who sees it cannot be deceived. His path, which is pure truth, contains no deception. 

			•	An unlettered person cannot speak on something requiring expert knowledge, especially to specialists in that area. However, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, spoke on every issue from theology and metaphysics to medicine and history, physics and biology, and has never been contradicted. He challenged his people’s strengths (literature, eloquence, and oratory), yet nothing they composed could compare with the Qur’an, which he received from God Almighty. Also consider how intriguing, attractive, necessary, and awesome the truths and matters that he expounds and communicates are. He talks of a Sovereign in Whose realm the moon, like a fly, orbits the moth (the earth), and the moth flutters around a lamp (the sun), which is just one of millions of lamps in one of the Sovereign’s countless guest houses. Also, he speaks truly of so wondrous a world—the other world—and predicts such a revolution that it would not be strange if the earth was a bomb and exploded. He speaks so truly of such a future that, in relation to it, the future in this world is like a trifling mirage. He informs us so solemnly of such happiness that all worldly happiness is like a flash of lightning in comparison to an eternal sun.

			• 	This most illustrious person of all time announces and brings good tidings of eternal happiness. He unveils and proclaims God’s infinite Mercy, observes and heralds the beauties of the realm of the Lord’s Sovereignty, and discloses and displays the Divine Names’ treasures. If you observe him as a devoted worshipper of God, you will see him to be a model of love and an embodiment of mercy, as well as the pride of humanity and the tree of creations’ most illustrious fruit. If you observe him as a Messenger, you will see him to be a proof of God, a lamp of truth, a sun of guidance, and the means of happiness in both worlds. Look! His light has lit up from the east to the west like dazzling lightning, and half of the globe and one-fourth of humanity have accepted his guidance and preserved it like their lives. His light can never be extinguished despite world-wide efforts to extinguish it from the very first day of its appearance until today.

			• 	If we look at the universe as a great book, we will see the light or essential nature of Muhammad as the ink of its Author’s pen with which He has written that book. If we look at the universe as a tree, we will see his light as originally its seed and consequently its fruit. If we look at the universe as an animate being, we will see his light as its soul. If we look at the universe as a macro-human, we will see his light as its intellect. If we look at the universe as a flower garden, we will see his light as its nightingale. If we look at the universe as a lofty, richly decorated castle with many rooms and apartments showing the splendor of the Eternal Sovereign’s Sovereignty and His Glory’s marvels, as well as the beauties of His Grace’s manifestations and the wonderful designs of His Art, we will see Prophet Muhammad’s light as the most appreciative spectator.

			• 	People do not risk their life, wealth, and reputation, and bear hardship and persecution for a lie, unless they want even more wealth and higher worldly position. Before claiming Prophethood, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was well off and respected. After Prophethood, he confronted great hardship and persecution, and spent all he had for his cause. His enemies slandered, mocked, and beat him. Finally forcing him out of his homeland, they took up arms against him. He bore all of this without complaint and asked God Almighty to forgive them, for all he wanted was to see everybody believing in and worshipping the One God exclusively, thereby prospering in both worlds and being saved from the torments of Hell.

			•	History is full of people who, saying one thing and doing another, have never attained a large and devoted following for a long time. Their ideas have not changed people permanently, nor have their systems outlived them for any length of time. However, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, sincerely and honestly practiced what he taught, and was the most obedient worshipper of the Creator and follower of the religious Law he brought from God. He has increasingly been loved from the very first day of his mission until today by ever-greater number of people. This shows his full conviction in his cause and that he is a Messenger of God sent to guide humanity to the True, Straight Path.

			•	People’s characters are usually established by the time they are 30, and do not change significantly after that. To change one’s character after 40 is practically impossible. If, God forbid, there had been any imperfection and blemish in Prophet Muhammad’s character, it certainly would have appeared before his Prophethood. Is it logical that a person recognized by his community as its most honest and upright member would suddenly, at age 40, assume the role of a great liar and fraud to his own people? 

			•	Liars can neither acquire nor maintain a large group of dedicated followers eager to sacrifice themselves. Even though they were Prophets who never lied, Moses and Jesus, upon them be peace, did not have such devoted followers. The Jewish people betrayed their Prophet, Moses, when he left them for 40 days to receive the Torah on Mount Sinai, by worshipping a golden calf made by the Samaritan.79 Even after so many years of intellectual and spiritual training in the desert, only two God-fearing men obeyed when Moses ordered them to fight the Amalekites.80 As for Jesus, one of his most devoted twelve followers (Judas Iscariot) betrayed him and delivered him to his enemies.81

			The Companions of Prophet Muhammad were so devoted that they willingly sacrificed everything for him. Although brought up among primitive, ignorant people with almost no positive idea of social life and administration or a Scripture, and immersed in spiritual and intellectual darkness, Prophet Muhammad soon transformed them into the masters, guides, and just rulers of the region’s most civilized, socially, and politically advanced people and states. Their subsequent rule has been widely admired ever since—even by those who continue to oppose Islam and Muslims.

			Also, innumerable universally acclaimed scholars, famous scientists, and pure, spiritual masters have been produced by the generations following the Companions. They established the most magnificent and advanced civilization of history in the footsteps of the Pride of Humanity, upon him be peace and blessings.

			During many centuries, scholars from all over the old world benefited from the centres of higher learning in Damascus, Bukhara, Baghdad, Cairo, Fez, Qairawan, Zeitona, Cordoba, Sicily, Isfahan, Delhi, and other great centres throughout the Muslim world. Historians liken the Muslim world of these ages, from the 9th to almost the 15th century, to a beehive. Roads were full of students, scientists and scholars travelling from one center of learning to another. Many world-renowned figures such as Jabir ibn Hayyan, al-Kindi, Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi, al-Farabi,  Abu ‘Ali Ibn Sina (Avicenna), al-Mas‘udi, Ibn al-Haytham, al-Biruni, al-Ghazzali, Nasir ad-Din at-Tusi, ar-Razi and many others shone like stars in the firmament of the sciences. In his monumental Introduction to the History of Science (1927–48), George Sarton divides his work, or the history of science, into fifty-year periods, naming each chapter after the most eminent scientist of the period in question. For the years from the middle of the 8th century (second century after Hijra—the holy Prophet’s emigration from Makka to Madina) to the 12th century, each of the seven fifty-year periods carries the name of a Muslim scientist. Thus we have ‘the Time of al-Khwarizmi, the Time of al-Biruni’, etc. In addition to these top-ranking scientists, Sarton lists more than one hundred other important Muslim scientists and their principal works belonging to each of these periods.

			•	Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, was the perfect exemplar of high moral conduct and virtue. He appeared among desert people possessing only the most rudimentary level of civilization and devoted to immorality. His father died before he was born; his mother died when he was six years old. He was then raised by his grandfather and uncle, but how could they give these perfections to him when they themselves did not embody them to such a degree? His teacher was God, as he himself said: “My Lord educated me and taught me good manners, and how well He educated me and how beautifully He taught me good manners.”82

			•	History has seen many virtuous people. However, no one has ever combined all virtues and good qualities in their person as perfectly as Prophet Muhammad. Many generous people cannot show enough courage when and where necessary, and many courageous people cannot be so lenient and generous. But Prophet Muhammad combined in his person all virtues and laudable qualities at the highest level. 

			Virtue and good morality require balance. Excessive generosity becomes extravagance, excessive thrift becomes miserliness, courage is confused with rashness, and dialectics or demagogy with intelligence. Virtue requires knowing how to act in certain conditions. For instance, the self-respect of the weak for the strong, when assumed by the latter, becomes self-conceit; the humility shown by the strong to the weak, when assumed by the latter, becomes self-abasement. A person’s voluntary forbearance and sacrifice (of one’s rights) is good and a virtue; when done on behalf of others, however, it is treason. People may bear their own conditions patiently and forgive any evil done to themselves, but they cannot do so on behalf of the nation. 

			Prophet Muhammad was perfectly balanced in all virtues and good moral qualities; perfectly courageous when necessary; perfectly mild, forgiving, and humble among people; perfectly dignified but gracious; and more generous than all others, but also thrifty and opposed to extravagance. In short, he was the most perfect balance of all virtues and good qualities.

			•	According to Muslim theologians, there are six essentials of Prophethood: truthfulness, trustworthiness, communication of God’s commands, intelligence, infallibility or sinlessness, and freedom from any mental and physical defect. History records that Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, had these six essential attributes in the most perfect fashion.

			•	People often have to make quick decisions that might cause them problems in the future. Prophet Muhammad’s great achievements, made during the relatively short time span of 23 years, are without parallel in human history. He never faltered, and his decisions always proved to be correct. Moreover, his actions and words were both for his own people and for all future generations, regardless of time and place. As none of his statements have ever been contradicted, no one can criticize his actions, words, and decisions. As a Prophet taught by God, the All-Knowing, he had the highest degree of intelligence, foresight, sagacity, insight, sound reasoning, and prudence.

			•	People usually consider their own occupations as more important, necessary, beneficial to social life, and more challenging than others. However, although every occupation has some degree of difficulty and social use, educating people is far more difficult and more necessary for a healthy social life.

			Raising really educated people requires true educators who have clear goals. But if such people are to succeed, they must embody what they teach and advise to their students; intimately know their students’ character and potential, as well as their desires and ambitions, shortcomings and strengths, and level of learning and understanding; and know how to treat them in all circumstances, approach their problems, and get them to replace their bad qualities with good ones. 

			People may not live according to their asserted “strong” beliefs, have only superficial good moral qualities, or have weak spots (e.g., open to bribery, insensitivity, hoarding). How should we view an educator who transformed his students by completely replacing their bad qualities with good ones, and then proceeded to establish a community to serve as a model for future generations; who transformed the base rock, copper, iron, and coal in his hands into silver, gold, precious stones, and diamonds? Would such an educator not be considered extraordinary?

			Not using force is another important dimension of a good education. Penal sanctions, coercion, military and police forces can only succeed in “guiding” people for a short while. If a transformation is to be permanent, people must undertake it willingly, meaning that they must be convinced of its truth. So see this person—Prophet Muhammad—and consider how he eradicated his people’s deep attachment to evil and savage customs and immoral qualities and managed to transform such a pitiless, crude, war-mongering, ignorant and unyielding people into a community that provides a perfect and complete life and moral example for all future generations, how he equipped them with all praiseworthy virtues. Besides, his domination was not outward; rather, he conquered and subjugated their hearts, minds, souls and spirits. He became the beloved of hearts, the teacher of minds, the trainer of souls, and the ruler of spirits.

			• 	A small habit like smoking can be removed permanently from a small community only with great effort by a a great power or a large board of eminent educators. But see how this most illustrious Prophet quickly removed numerous ingrained habits from large obsessed communities with little outward power and little effort, and then replaced them with exalted qualities and praiseworthy virtues. He accomplished many more such miraculous things. To those who refuse to see the testimony of that blessed time, we challenge them with Arabia’s present-day reality. Let them go there or to any part of the modern world with hundreds of philosophers, pedagogues, sociologists, and psychologists and try for a century and see if they can achieve even one-hundredth of what the Prophet achieved in twenty-three years.

			•	No one can guide people in every field of life. It is very difficult for anyone, however able and clever, to be an able statesman, an invincible commander, a brilliant scientist, and a successful moral, spiritual and intellectual educator simultaneously. However, Prophet Muhammad was the most perfect spiritual and intellectual master, the most able statesman and commander, the most efficient educator, and the greatest scholar history has ever seen.

			•	Prophet Muhammad was the foremost practitioner of all forms of Islamic worship, and the most God-conscious Muslim. He perfectly observed all details of worship, even when in danger. He never imitated anyone, and excellently combined the beginning and end of spiritual perfection. He is unparalleled in prayer and knowledge of God. In his supplications and prayers, he describes his Lord with such a degree of Divine knowledge that no one has ever attained a similar degree of knowledge and description of God. 

			•	His faith was so extraordinarily strong, certain, miraculous, elevated, and enlightened that no contemporary prevalent (and opposed) idea, belief, philosophy, or teaching ever caused him to doubt or hesitate. Moreover, every saintly person of all times, primarily his Companions, benefited from his faith, which they admit to be of the highest degree. This fact proves that his faith is matchless.

			•	Just as the Prophets’ consensus is a very strong proof of God’s Existence and Oneness, it is also a firm testimony of the truthfulness and Messengership of Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings. History confirms that all sacred attributes, miracles, and functions indicating the truthfulness and Messengership of Prophets are found in Prophet Muhammad to the highest degree. All the previous Prophets predicted his coming by giving good tidings of him in the Torah, the Gospels, the Psalms, and other Scriptures. Through their missions and miracles, they affirmed and “sealed” the mission of Prophet Muhammad, the foremost and most perfect Prophet.

			Thousands of saints have attained truth and perfection, performed wonders, gained insight into the reality of things and events, and made spiritual discoveries by following the Prophet’s example as their teacher and master. All of them are utterly convinced of his absolute truthfulness and Messengership, and unshakably believe in all the truths he conveyed. This unanimous testimony of them confirms his truthfulness, for they affirm the truth he proclaimed through the light of faith and the certainty that they have attained either through knowledge, or sight or observation, or experience.

			Thousands of exacting scholars of purity, meticulous scholars of truthfulness, and believing sages have reached the highest station of learning through the sacred truths brought by this unlettered man. The number of those who attribute their success to the truth brought by him prove and affirm the truth of his cause and his truthfulness.

			His family and pure, scholarly descendants, as well as his truthful Companions, whose insight, wisdom, and spiritual accomplishment made them the most renowned, respected, celebrated, pious, and intelligent people after the Prophets, declared that he was the most truthful, elevated, and honest person. This was their conclusion after having examined and scrutinized all of his thoughts and states, whether hidden or open, with the utmost attention to detail.

			•	He displayed such steadfastness, firmness, and courage while preaching and calling people to the truth that no hostility from the contemporary powers and great religions, or of his own people, tribe, and uncle, ever caused him to hesitate or feel anxiety or fear. He successfully challenged the world, and made Islam triumphant over all other religions and systems. 

			•	Let us go to Arabia in his Time of Happiness. That unlettered man, who had never set foot in a school for military or civil affairs, or for law or science, presented a religion and law that, when followed, ensure happiness in both worlds. People of all times listen to his words. He easily solves all social, political, and economic problems, and establishes such perfect rules that they leave permanent imprints everywhere. A considerable part of his life is spent on the battlefield, where he functions as the most able commander of all times. His behavior shows him as the best husband, the most eminent and yet most compassionate father, and the most amiable and loyal friend. He does all this in so short a time as 23 years.

			•	A leader must know his people thoroughly to educate them and lead them to realize a great cause. Alexis Carrel, a great twentieth-century French scientist and philosopher, still describes human beings as unknown, as the most complex and intricate of creatures. However, Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, had such comprehensive knowledge of his people that he could educate them in such a way that they transformed themselves willingly to realize his cause. Knowing how to act in every situation, his decisions never had to be changed or his appointments to office rescinded. He succeeded in bringing the most refined, well-mannered, and civilized society out of an extremely backward, uncivilized, and rough group of people.

			•	The Prophet met all of his detractors with a smile. When the Qurayshi leaders told Abu Talib to make his nephew abandon his mission, the Prophet answered:

			O uncle! Should they place the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left so as to make me renounce this mission, I shall not do so. I will never give it up. Either it will please God to make it triumph or I shall perish in the attempt.83

			On another occasion, a deputation of the Qurayshi elite offered him all the worldly glory they could imagine if he would abandon his mission: “If you want wealth, we will amass for you as much as you wish; if you aspire to win honor and power, we are prepared to swear allegiance to you as our overlord and king; if you have a fancy for beauty, you shall have the hand of the most beautiful maiden of your own choice.”

			The terms would be extremely tempting for anyone, but they had no significance in the eyes of the Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings. He responded:

			I want neither wealth nor power. God has commissioned me to warn humanity. I deliver His Message to you. If you accept it, you shall have felicity and joy in this life and eternal bliss in the life hereafter. If you reject it, God will decide between you and me.84

			The faith, perseverance, and resolution with which he carried his mission to ultimate success prove the supreme truth of his cause. Had there been the slightest doubt or uncertainty in his heart, he could not have withstood the opposition that continued for 21 long years.

			•	Great leaders have changed the course of history through their states, empires, or revolutions. However, almost none of them engendered so strong a unity of belief, thought, and ideal among their followers as Prophet Muhammad did. After 40 years of a completely apolitical life, he suddenly appeared on the world stage as such a great political reformer and statesman that, without any media or mass communications, he united the scattered inhabitants of Arabian deserts. From belligerent, ignorant, unruly, and uncultured tribes, he raised a Community under one banner, law, religion, culture, civilization, and form of government.

			•	A leader must know people very well in order to win them over to his or her cause. Most leaders promise power, wealth, position, or a bright future; instead, Prophet Muhammad conquered minds and hearts and promised his followers God’s good pleasure and Paradise. His followers sacrificed themselves willingly and preferred poverty and God’s good pleasure and Paradise. He set the example in his own family, always preparing them and his Companions for eternal peace and permanent bliss, and displaying it in his own life. 

			His daughter Fatima, may God be pleased with her, his most beloved family member and holy mother of his descendants, once came to him wearing a necklace. The Prophet asked: “Do you want people here and in the heavens to say that my daughter wears a chain from Hell?” These words were enough for her, for they were coming from the mouth of the one whose throne was established in people’s hearts and who had conquered their minds. She explains: 

			I immediately sold the necklace, bought a slave and emancipated him, and then went to the Messenger of God. When I told him what I had done, he rejoiced. He opened his hands and thanked God, saying: “All thanks to God, Who protected (my daughter) Fatima from the Fire.”85

			•	Suppose you are a school teacher or director who wants to raise students and employees according to your own ideal. Also suppose that you are prepared to undergo any hardship to realize this goal. Now, what would you do if they spit in your face when you pass by, place a tripe over your head while you pray, slap you in the face, throw stones at you and scatter thorny plants where you walk, ambush you with daggers, mock you in front of others, slander your wife, kill your relatives and mutilate their bodies, attack you many times and even injure you, and expel you from your native land? Could you bear such cruelty and continue on your way without hesitation? More than that, could you forgive and even pray for them, saying: “O God, forgive them and guide them to truth, for they do not know.” If you were taken to a Paradise-like place and could choose between living there or returning to resume your mission in such circumstances, would you choose to go back? The holy Prophet underwent all of this and still chose to return to his people and transform them into the best community known to history. 
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