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  PREFACE




  It’s infamous, it’s notorious, it’s beautiful, and it’s certainly unique. Welcome to Boulder. Nestled at the foot of the Flatirons—the great upthrust slabs of red rock that line the city’s western border—Boulder is a vibrant city in the midst of breathtaking natural beauty. Surrounded by gently rolling plains, glittering threads of creeks and streams that attract and sustain a remarkable wealth of wildlife, and the great Rocky Mountains to the west, Boulder is, well, Boulder.




  Why visit Boulder? It’s not exactly a tourist spot, nor a mountain resort—though it’s close to many of Colorado’s most popular ones. It takes about an hour or so to drive to Rocky Mountain National Park, the Indian Peaks Wilderness, and many of the ski areas, including Winter Park, Breckenridge, and Keystone. A couple of hours more takes you to Vail, Aspen, and Steamboat Springs. Just up Boulder Canyon, Eldora Mountain Resort, a smaller ski area, is less than an hour away. Visit because Boulder has all the attractions of a big city—art and culture, fine educational institutions, an interesting populace, many excellent restaurants, and points of attraction—but without the hassle of the big city.




  Most visitors to Boulder come to see family and friends—not your typical tourists on a vacation adventure—though adventure possibilities abound in the area. The University of Colorado attracts families for graduation, holidays, and ski vacations, with many of the graduates staying in the area. After its early days as a mining supply town—there was no gold discovered right in Boulder, but nearby in the mountains—Boulder’s identity became firmly established as a university town in the late 1800s and continues to be so, with the university comprising about one quarter of the city’s population. With its various scientific institutes, including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and the National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder attracts an international population of scientists and engineers.




  But Boulder is also an attraction unto itself. It’s a national model for municipally owned open space and controlled growth. It’s an inspiration for cities that want to preserve and revitalize their historic hearts, while nurturing commerce, the arts, and entertainment. It’s an outdoor recreation mecca for regular folks and professional athletes alike. Anyone who enjoys hiking, backpacking, bicycling, rock climbing, mountaineering, running, and skiing will love Boulder. The annual Bolder Boulder 10k foot-race is one of the nation’s largest.




  Many of us moved to Boulder because it’s such a great place to live. It has Colorado’s sunny dry climate, is close to the mountains, and is a manageable size. We enjoy the health-promoting attitude, good schools, recreational opportunities, and wholesome atmosphere for raising families and living the good life. Athletes from all over the world live and train in Boulder for many of the same reasons, plus the high elevation gives them a competitive edge.




  Boulder also hosts many annual events and festivals, such as the Colorado Dance Festival, Colorado Shakespeare Festival, and Colorado Music Festival, welcoming a whole entourage of performing artists and audiences each summer.




  So read on and explore all of Boulder’s fine offerings.




  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS




  This city constantly evolves, yet it remains the same. I know that may sound contradictory, but it’s true. And it also happens to be one of the reasons I love it. The famous Flatirons stand as sentinels over one of the most beautiful places imaginable; to see them dusted with snow on a winter’s morning still takes my breath away. They, like the surrounding foothills and other familiar landmarks and institutions, are the constants that frame the artsy, cosmopolitan, diverse, controversial, and crazy city that is Boulder. In writing this newest edition of Insiders’ Guide to Boulder, I was constantly reminded of just how much this place has to offer, and how much it has become a part of my life for the last 30 years.




  The help of the following people made my job easier and enjoyable, and for that I thank them wholeheartedly. My thanks to Pam Gonacha, friend extraordinaire, for her technical assistance with this book and in all areas of my life; to all of the people with the various organizations and businesses who provided information to make the guide a comprehensive resource, especially Kim Farin at the Boulder Convention & Visitors Bureau and Jennifer Pinsonneault at the Boulder Chamber of Commerce; to Kathryn Howes Barth for her love of history; to all the previous authors—going all the way back to Shelly Schlender, Claire Walter, Reed Glenn, Linda Cornett, and Roz Brown—who provided the excellent backbone text that makes this guide a success; and to my family and friends for putting up with all my craziness.




  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK




  Most people, even those who have never been to Colorado, believe they have a pretty clear image of the state. Chances are it involves a skier flying down a mountainside with a fan of lighter-than-air powder rooster-tailing behind. And many are surprised when they land at Denver International Airport that the ski slopes aren’t just outside the jetway.




  The fact is there’s a whole lot more going on here, geographically, socially, economically, and recreationally. Oh, the skiing is here, and it’s great. But Colorado is also a place of flat-as-a-pancake plains—upthrust tables that bear a geologic history of inundation and drought, rich alluvial plains that nourish fields of potatoes and onions, tomatoes and corn, and orchards heavy with apples and peaches. The Rockies draw a handy north-south line through the state, dividing Colorado into the Eastern Slope and Western Slope. Although the line is blurring somewhat, a shorthand description puts the state’s agriculture primarily on the West and its population and growing high-tech industry along the Front Range on the East.




  Boulder lies tight against the Front Range at an elevation just over a mile above sea level. Boulder is not an easy place to describe, but it is characterized by the arts, education, scientific research, and technological innovation that goes on here. It also has a well-deserved reputation for recreation and fitness, with kayaking, running, hiking, bicycling, hang gliding, fishing, in-line skating, and street skiing just the beginning of the list of popular activities. Boulder is considered part of the Denver metro area and is linked to Denver by the increasingly crowded U.S. Highway 36, but Boulder residents have spent upwards of $140 million buying a ring of undeveloped land (a “greenbelt”) to ensure that the city maintains a unique identity. And boy, does it. The generally liberal attitudes fostered by the presence of the flagship campus of the University of Colorado have won Boulder the nickname “The People’s Republic of Boulder” from others in this politically conservative state.




  This book is designed as a guide for visitors or newcomers to the unique, independent enclave that is Boulder. Chapters reflect logical areas of interest, from how to get around the place to where to eat, sleep, shop, listen to music, take a hike, worship, or find a good dentist. There are specialized chapters for children and for the elderly, for house hunters and for sports fans. All the chapters are independent and can be read in any order. They are cross-referenced where appropriate, so if you find only a sentence in one chapter about something that sounds intriguing, it’s likely there’s an expanded paragraph elsewhere.




  Insiders’ Tips (look for the i) in each chapter will have you behaving like a native in no time. Closeups provide a little more information about the places and people that the locals love to talk about. There are also chapters devoted to the glories of Rocky Mountain National Park to the north and the city of Estes Park, which flanks the park.




  We update the guide regularly, so let us know what you like and don’t like or if we’ve missed something that you feel should be included. Write us at the Insiders’ Guide® to Boulder, Globe Pequot Press, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437, or visit our Web site at www.InsidersGuide.com.
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  AREA OVERVIEW




  




  Boulder . . . there’s simply no other place like it. When first–time visitors gaze down upon Boulder from the scenic overlook on U.S. Highway 36, they know they’ve arrived someplace special. Snuggled serenely against the pine-covered foothills, punctuated dramatically with the red Flatirons and backed by the white snow-covered peaks of the Continental Divide, Boulder is truly a sight to behold.




  In 1858, early settler Capt. Thomas Aikins peered at the Boulder Valley through his field glasses and remarked, “The mountains look right for gold, and the valleys look rich for grazing.” Aikins and his party did find gold in the hills above Boulder, and many have driven the highway over the hill and found their Shangri-la in one form or another.




  A mere 29 miles from Denver, Boulder is sometimes considered part of the greater Denver Metropolitan Area for statistical purposes. But Boulder considers itself a world apart—and indeed it is.




  This green haven at the foot of the Rocky Mountains is a unique enclave of science, education, research, outdoor enthusiasm, elite athletic training, health food, bicycling, recycling, the arts, and New Age culture—a kind of Berkeley of the Rockies, sometimes jokingly dubbed “The People’s Republic of Boulder.”




  Boulder is home to Celestial Seasonings tea company, the Naropa Institute (started by Tibetan Buddhists), the Boulder School of Massage Therapy, the Rolf Institute (international headquarters), Ball Aerospace, the National Center for Atmospheric Research, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (home of the atomic clock, by which all U.S. time is set), and one of the four campuses of the University of Colorado (referred to throughout this book as CU-Boulder). The university’s student and staff population makes up more than one-third of Boulder’s total population of 102,569. The median age in Boulder is 30; Boulder County’s median age is 35.7. The Denver Post once described Boulder as “the little town nestled between the mountains and reality.”




  BOULDER PEOPLE: A CONFLUENCE OF CULTURES




  Boulder is full of old and new refugees from congested East and West Coast cities and Chicago—many of them professionals—seeking a better life. And they find it here, along with compatible company and culture in what many longtime residents feel is near-utopia: low crime, high mountains, plentiful blue skies and sunshine, glacial-melt drinking water, good schools, a lively arts scene, an enlightened city government, and a wholesome, healthy outlook. In fact, parents often urge their college-age offspring away from Boulder for an eye-opening dip into “the real world.” Escapees from the Midwest find the cultural milieu they were missing—and mountains! Boulder natives do exist, but they’re rare creatures.




  Though Boulder has a predominantly white, upper-middle-class population, there’s a cosmopolitan element provided by the staff and students from foreign countries at the many scientific institutions and the university.




  Unfortunately, plentiful well-paying jobs and affordable housing are not among Boulder’s amenities. Many local engineers and scientists came to work at IBM or one of the national centers. But most people who live in Boulder have deliberately chosen to do so for the mountains and general ambience, not necessarily for the job opportunities—and they pay the price in under-employment and a daunting real estate market. Compared to prices in California or Washington, D.C., Boulder’s average single-family home price of $550,500 might seem affordable. But for those operating within the local economy, surviving in Boulder can be a real challenge. Students vie for all the low-paying jobs and affordable housing, and many CU-Boulder graduates, originally from other states, like it so much that they stay here.




  Traditionally, many people, both young and old, have worked for next to nothing just to live in Boulder. But as rents and housing costs continually escalate, it becomes more difficult. Rock-climbing bums, writers, certified massage therapists (there are hundreds), teachers, psychotherapists, and scientists are some of the colorful—often unemployed—clients lingering in local coffeehouses. Some of these same folks may deliver your pizza, drive your cab, or sell you skis at a local mountain sports shop. Boulder County unemployment is 4.6 percent, but under-employment is much higher.




  Boulderites participate in a number of humanitarian and volunteer efforts, including local government, environmental activism, and a strong Sister Cities program. Among Boulder’s sister cities are Jalapa, Nicaragua; Lhasa, Tibet; Yamagata, Japan; and Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The Sister Cities programs include cultural exchange as well as humanitarian aid shipments; environmental projects; and exchange of students, doctors, and technicians. Boulder families and other organizations host foreign students and sponsor Bosnian refugees. In past years many Vietnamese refugees were also brought to Boulder, and they have since succeeded professionally here. Habitat for Humanity has a local contingent, and there’s a controversial local program to help the trade-embargoed, economically stressed Cubans.




  Despite the natural beauty outside their back door, Boulderites do love to travel. Go to a remote island in Fiji, and don’t be surprised to bump into someone from Boulder.




  BOULDER COUNTY ETHNIC DEMOGRAPHICS




  Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau




  [image: Caucasian 93.4% Hispanic 7.0% Asian 4.5% African American 1.4% Native American 1.1%]




  OPEN SPACE, LIMITED GROWTH, AND ENLIGHTENED DEVELOPMENT




  Unlike sprawling Greater Denver and other Colorado communities mushrooming to infinity, Boulder is a sort of fixed island surrounded by the protective reefs of open space. In 1967, Boulder became the first city in the United States to tax itself for funds to be used specifically for the acquisition, management, and maintenance of open space—and it’s an ongoing program. But even earlier, at the turn of the 19th century, Boulder’s city government and citizens established a mountain park system by purchasing portions of the city’s dramatic mountain backdrop, often called the greenbelt, to protect it from development. (See our History chapter for details.)




  Today, Boulder’s citizens enjoy more than 44,000 acres of open space in and around the city, 7,000 acres of adjacent city-owned mountain parks, and about 60,000 acres of county open space, some of which is under agricultural lease and is not open to the public. Residents of Greater Denver and nearby communities frequent Boulder’s 78 miles of trail-laced open space, too. The city of Boulder itself encompasses 27.8 square miles.




  i The Atomic Clock—the NIST-7—has an accuracy of plus or minus one second in one million years. NIST-7, housed at the National Institute of Standards and Technology, is the official timekeeper of the United States. To set your watch by the most correct time on earth—NIST-7’s coordinated universal time—call (303) 499-7111. For Boulder Mountain Standard Time, subtract seven hours, because the time you hear is the local time in Greenwich, England. Be patient through the series of beeps and pauses.




  In 1977, Boulder instituted a limited-growth ordinance called the Danish Plan, the brainchild of then-city councilman (now county commissioner) Paul Danish, restricting new building to 2 percent annual growth. In 1985 it was replaced with another growth moratorium, which is still in effect.




  There’s no getting around the fact that this makes Boulder a more desirable, yet more expensive, place to live. Because of limited growth, affordable housing is one of the biggest problems in this small city where the student population occupies most of the lower-priced dwellings. Many people find less-expensive housing in the nearby smaller cities of Louisville and Lafayette, currently bursting at the seams with new development. (See the Neighborhoods and Real Estate chapters for more information.)




  Because so much natural habitat has been preserved, thousands of deer share the environs with residents. Deer grazing in neighborhood yards is a common sight. Though undeniably picturesque, the deer wreak havoc on local gardens. Gardeners have been distressed to find their tomatoes trampled, peas pilfered, and tulips nipped off at the bud. Smart gardeners plant a wildlife garden and build a tall fence around the human garden. Mountain lions and bears occasionally wander into town, too. In one case, a concerned citizen fetched his futon to provide a soft landing pad for a treed bear, tranquilized by wildlife officials. Another young bear led police on a chase right down the Pearl Street pedestrian mall. Skunks, raccoons, and coyotes are regulars in areas near open space. A city-sponsored backyard wildlife program promotes landscaping that will attract and accommodate songbirds, butterflies, and bats.




  OUTDOOR-SPORTS CAPITAL




  Look in any Boulder garage and you’re likely to find several bicycles (mountain, touring, and racing), several pairs of skis (downhill and cross-country), snowshoes, perhaps a sailboard and/or kayak, crampons (climbing spikes), an ice axe and mountaineering gear, rock-climbing ropes and harnesses, backpacks, in-line skates, a flyfishing rod, and a plethora of running shoes. It’s no coincidence that Outdoor Explorer magazine listed Boulder among the 25 “best places to raise an outdoor-loving family” in 2000.




  Residents also engage in more traditional pursuits, such as tennis and golf. Boulder’s population of couch potatoes is probably one of the nation’s smallest. In 2006 Bicycling Magazine named Boulder the best city for cycling. That same year, Forbes.com dubbed the city the best for singles. In 2007 BusinessWeek voted Boulder one of the top 10 cities for artists. And these are just a sprinkling of Boulder’s honors. The city has won more tributes and accolades than any other city in America for just about everything, from its weather to its recreation to its overall quality of life.




  Why Boulder? The mountains seem to attract outdoors-oriented people. Perhaps Boulderites felt obliged to lead the way when citizen Frank Shorter became the first American ever to win an Olympic medal in the marathon—gold in 1972 in Munich, silver in 1976 in Montreal. “When Frank won the gold, everybody in America started running,” says Neill Woelk, a veteran sports reporter at Boulder’s Daily Camera newspaper. Another famous Boulder runner, Arturo Barrios, held the world record for 10 kilometers until 1993.




  Boulder is also known nationwide for its huge bicycling population and local celebrities. Boulder cyclist Connie Carpenter won Olympic gold in 1984 for the road race, and her husband, Davis Phinney, was the first American ever to win a Tour de France stage. Alexi Grewal won an Olympic gold medal in 1984 for the road race. With more than 90 miles of bike lanes and off-street bike paths, citizens can cycle almost everywhere, sometimes faster than by car—and without the parking hassle.




  Elite athletes from all over the world, including mountaineers Pete Athans and Jon Krakauer, move to Boulder specifically to train in its health-promoting atmosphere and high altitude. Dozens of outdoor recreation publications, including Rock and Ice, Trail Runner, and Ski magazines, and Velo News, are based here, as are hundreds of outdoor recreation–oriented businesses.




  The University of Colorado’s football team, the Golden Buffaloes, was the 1990 co-national champion. Under the guidance of a new coach named in 2005, the “Buffs” have set their sights on reclaiming the national title. The women’s basketball team is also tops. CU-Boulder’s alpine and Nordic ski teams train at nearby Eldora Mountain Resort, only 21 miles away.




  For mere mortals there are health clubs galore, the most popular being the great outdoors. Boulder boasts 100 miles of hiking trails in the mountain parks, literally outside our back doors. One of the world’s largest 10-kilometer footraces, the annual Bolder Boulder through the city’s streets, attracts more than 45,000 runners. The Flatirons, numerous rock formations, and nearby Eldorado Canyon make Boulder a rock-climbing mecca. Read the Sports chapter for a full description.




  HEART AND SOUL




  Boulder’s Pearl Street Mall forms the heart and center of the city. Historic buildings, housing shops, galleries, offices, and sidewalk cafes line this photogenic, four-block, open-air walkway—formerly part of Pearl Street. Sadly, since the mall was completed in 1977, constant “upscaling” and rising rents have driven out many of the older businesses, replacing them with a musical-chairs array of new establishments. But Boulder’s downtown mall still lures as many locals as visitors, especially on summer evenings when string quartets, bagpipers, Peruvian bands, and all manner of performers stake out spots by storefronts. One musician hauls in his piano on a wheeled platform. Jugglers, fire and sword swallowers, tightrope walkers, and even a Rastafarian contortionist complete the circus-like scene. Lively entertainment, people-watching, and the piney aroma of the summer breeze make mall strolling a warm-weather favorite.




  The Boulder Creek Path, just two short blocks from the Pearl Street Mall, meanders along Boulder Creek as a peaceful but sometimes perilous thoroughfare for bicyclists, in-line skaters, joggers, and strollers. Seven-and-a-half miles of scenic path follow the creek as it tumbles down from Boulder Canyon and out onto the plains. Bicycling is so highly regarded in Boulder that sometimes the city plows the snow off the bike path before it plows the streets.




  During spring runoff and early summer, kay-akers and kids of all ages take tumultuous rides down the creek in boats and inner tubes. Also along the path, adjacent to Central Park, the Boulder County Farmers’ Market operates on Saturdays and Wednesdays from spring through fall, offering local, organically grown vegetables, fruits, and flowers as well as crafts and baked goods.




  No Boulder summer is complete without a concert and meal at Chautauqua. Chautauqua Park, with its historic dining hall and barn-like concert hall, houses some of the best music and meals anywhere, including the Colorado Music Festival with artists from around the country. Elsewhere in town, summertime offerings include the Colorado Dance Festival, Colorado Shakespeare Festival, Colorado Lyric Opera, and the Boulder Creek Festival, just to name a few.




  INDUSTRY AND ECONOMICS




  To dispel any notion of Boulder as a bedroom community to Denver, consider this: 78 percent of Boulder County’s population works in the county, 45 percent of the city of Boulder’s population works in the city, and 45 percent of the city’s workforce commutes in from surrounding communities. Boulder industry focuses on education, scientific research, and technology at such places as the University of Colorado at Boulder, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Center for Atmospheric Research, and various other government and university scientific institutes.




  Celestial Seasonings, the largest U.S. herbal tea manufacturer, makes its home here on Sleepy-time Drive. The company revolutionized the tea industry, and founder Mo Siegel literally picked his way to an herbal tea fortune—he started out gathering herbs in Boulder’s foothills. He is renowned as the hippie who became a millionaire. A bicycling aficionado, Siegel also brought international bicycle competition to Boulder for more than a decade with the Red Zinger Bicycle Classic race. Started in the mid-1970s, it eventually became the now-extinct Coors Classic.




  The University of Colorado and IBM Corp. are among the top employers in Boulder County. Other top employers are the Boulder Valley School District (4,296 employees) and Ball Aerospace (3,000 employees).




  BOULDER NOTABLES




  The University of Colorado has in the past housed such scholars as Robert Bakker, a world-renowned paleontologist who transformed the study of dinosaurs with his now widely accepted theory that they were warm-blooded and more closely related to birds than reptiles. Movie mogul Steven Spielberg consulted Bakker during the filming of Jurassic Park. CU-Boulder is currently home to Patricia Nelson Limerick, renowned teacher and historian of the American West and a leader among the “new Western historians.” Limerick’s groundbreaking work on the roles played by women, Native Americans, and other ethnic groups in settling the West won her the 1995 MacArthur Fellowship, a “genius grant” of $275,000 over a five-year period with no strings attached.




  Also at CU-Boulder is Nobel laureate Thomas Cech, who received that prize for his work proving that the genetic messenger RNA can also function as an enzyme, leading to the speculation that RNA could have played a key role in the origin of life. Nationally recognized as a leader in the field of educational testing, professor of education Robert Linn received the university’s highest honor, a distinguished professorship, in 1996. He is an advisor to key professional and governmental committees as an expert in evaluating test reliability and validity; test comparison, bias, and ethics; and the strength and weakness of the mathematical models that define testing. CU physics professor Carl Wieman was one of two people who created the coldest temperature in 1995. The other scientist was Eric Cornell, a staff physicist with the National Institute of Standards and Technology in Boulder. They led the scientific team that created the long-sought Bose-Einstein condensation—a state that occurs when individual atoms meld into a “superatom” at a few billionths of a degree above absolute zero. In recognition of their achievements, the pair was awarded the 2001 Nobel Prize in physics.




  CU law professor Charles Wilkinson is a nationally renowned attorney and expert in natural resources management. He has won awards from the National Wildlife Federation and served as special counsel to the Department of the Interior in connection with the creation of the Grand Staircase–Escalante National Monument in Utah. The author of many books, he is also an expert in Western land and water issues and Native American law and rights.




  CU is fourth among U.S. universities in the number of astronauts it has produced (excluding the military academies), exceeded only by MIT, Purdue, and Stanford.




  Atmospheric scientist Walter Orr Roberts, who died in 1990, founded the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR—pronounced “en-car”) in Boulder, and his work in solar physics established Boulder as an atmospheric science center, attracting such other scientific facilities as the National Bureau of Standards and Technology (now known as NIST) and Ball Aerospace. He helped found CU-Boulder’s Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics and Department of Astrophysical, Planetary and Atmospheric Sciences. Roberts also helped bring Boulder’s greatest architectural gem into being: the stunning mesa-top NCAR laboratory, designed by architect I. M. Pei, who also designed the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., and the pyramid-shaped entrance to the Louvre in Paris. NCAR is also known for being the futuristic setting of Woody Allen’s 1970s comedy film Sleeper.
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    Boulder Trivia




    • Bicycling is so highly regarded in Boulder that sometimes the city plows the Boulder Creek bike path before they plow the streets!




    • The exterior of a Boulder house was used as the characters’ home in the well-known Mork & Mindy television show. It is now a private residence.




    • A Colorado Daily poll found that 7 out of 10 Boulderites own bicycles. Another guidebook states that Boulder’s bicycle count is approximately 93,000—almost equal to the total population!




    • The Chautauqua Auditorium is an all-wood structure built in 1898. In the evening, when the Colorado Music Festival musicians are playing, you can often hear the rafters-dwelling owls hooting along with the music.




    • The Flatiron Mountains got their name by pioneer women who said they looked like flat, metal irons used to iron their clothes.




    • Scott Carpenter, a NASA astronaut, grew up in Boulder. He named his space capsule, Aurora 7, after his home on Aurora Avenue and Seventh Street.




    • The University of Colorado at Boulder’s buildings are built with red sandstone quarried in nearby Lyons.




    • With Coors, Anheuser-Busch, and local microbreweries, this area has become the largest beer-producing triangle in the world.




    • Robert Redford was a janitor at The Sink restaurant before moving on to become famous.




    • Boulder’s going to the dogs! Recent visitor counts to Boulder Mountain Parks found a ratio of 1 dog to every 5 visitors.




    • Every year, Boulder Mountain Parks’ core area receives 1.8 million visits. If that many people made a human chain, it would stretch from Boulder, Colorado, to New York City.




    • The Hotel Boulderado was named by combining Boulder and Colorado so no visitor would ever forget where they had stayed.


  




  CLIMATE




  It’s no wonder that weather and climate are two big topics of study at local scientific institutes: Boulder’s climate is marked by unusual extremes. Foot-deep snow and below-zero temperatures can suddenly transform to breezy 60-degree T-shirt weather by Boulder’s capricious Chinook “snow-eater” winds. These warm, dry winds blast down from the eastern slope of the mountains and melt the snow with blinding speed. Boulder’s winds have also been known to blow in gusts exceeding 120 mph, removing roofs and toppling telephone poles.




  Because of these strong winds, Native Americans chose not to make permanent settlements in the area and mainly visited for summer hunting. The dreaded high winds, Boulder’s biggest weather affliction, can come at any time but are the worst in winter and can continue for days. It can be so windy that schools won’t let young children leave the building without an adult. Safeway supermarkets sometimes post a note on the door asking that shopping carts be returned to the store so errant, wind-blown carts don’t damage cars in the parking lot. The winds can make people irritable, and there are tales of pioneer women wandering off onto the prairie or committing suicide, driven insane by the gales. Similar winds (in Europe called the foehn or mistral) are common throughout the world near high mountain ranges.




  Sometimes it seems like Boulder has only two seasons: summer and winter. The tulips do bloom in spring, and the leaves change in fall for a brief but spectacular show. But these two fickle seasons are often accompanied by a foot of snow, burying the crocuses and lilacs or blackening fall’s golden aspen leaves. Halloween is often one of the most miserable nights of the year, with the poor trick-or-treaters braving the freezing rain or snow. Then again, Thanksgiving and Christmas can sometimes have outdoor cafe weather. It rarely rains in Boulder except for summer afternoon thunderstorms and the August monsoon—a week or two of rainy weather.




  Boulder’s high elevation, 5,430 feet, keeps temperatures cool at night even on the hottest summer days. Mountain breezes and low humidity help, too. Tornadoes generally stay well to the east, though hailstorms occasionally shred summer flowers and vegetables.




  The record low temperature in the Boulder area is –33 degrees (1930) and the record high is 104 degrees (1954). Boulder has an average of 33 days above 90 degrees and 133 days below freezing. January, the coldest month, averages 21 degrees; July, the warmest, averages 88. Average precipitation is 17.13 inches. The most snow in a season was 158.70 inches; the least, 17.40 inches. Though it may snow or blow, low humidity and a higher-than-California average of sunny days make Boulder’s climate one of the most pleasant in the nation.




  AREA GEOGRAPHY




  The foothills of the Rocky Mountains divide Boulder County from north to south. Eastern Boulder County lies on the western edge of the Great Plains, with rolling terrain, small ridges, and the Davidson Mesa, which runs northeast from south of Boulder to Louisville. Western Boulder County rises from the foothills to the Continental Divide, to a breathless summit of 14,255 feet atop Longs Peak in Rocky Mountain National Park in the extreme northwestern part of the county.




  BOULDER ENVIRONS




  Roughly 20 towns dot the mountains and plains of Boulder County, ranging from rustic, high-country settlements like Eldora and Raymond, with only a handful of year-round residents, to sizable burgs like Longmont, the second-largest city in Boulder County after Boulder. A former sugar beet and canning capital, Longmont—northeast of Boulder—is now home to Longmont Foods, a turkey-breeding and meat-processing company.




  Nothing could be farther from Longmont in both locale and flavor than lofty, funky Ward, former mining boom-and-bust town, now a home for old and young hippies and other escapees from the system. After Longmont, the small plains cities of Broomfield, Lafayette, and Louisville are the most populous.




  The small towns of Lyons (north of Boulder) and Eldorado Springs (south of Boulder) lie at the mouths of spectacular canyons. Eldorado Springs is also the site of a state park and mineral springs and is a famous rock-climbing area. Hygiene and Allenspark are unincorporated small settlements of a few hundred residents each. Jamestown was once a mining boomtown with a population of 10,000; now it has fewer than 300 residents. Its picturesque mercantile cafe is a popular bicycling stop.




  Spectacularly sited at the top of Boulder Canyon on Barker Reservoir, Nederland is Boulder County’s largest mountain town and an odd mix of eccentric mountain folk, young families, old hippies, environmental activists, self-sufficient rugged individualists, and a small contingent of out-of-staters who fall in love with it during the summer move-in and beat a fast trail out after their first winter.




  Of course a lot more can be said about each Boulder County town and its unique character and history. See the chapters on Boulder Real Estate and Neighborhoods and Nearby Communities for more information.




  NIWOT’S CURSE?




  Though Boulder has been utopia for many residents for many years, the city (like the rest of the planet) is currently experiencing an uncomfortable population expansion. Since the late 1970s, the population has increased by about 45 percent, or 30,000 people. Three million people—75 percent of Colorado’s population—live in a 60-mile-wide swath along the Front Range, from Fort Collins to Colorado Springs. By 2020, that number is projected to reach four million. “Too many people and too many cars” is the complaint of residents who remember traffic-free streets and the ability to get anywhere in town in ten minutes. Gone are those days, and in their place are frustrating waits in traffic jams, rude drivers, a dearth of parking spaces, and long lines at supermarkets, restaurants, and movies.




  i Boulder’s backdrop and trademark, the Flatirons, are Pennsylvanian red sandstone and conglomerate that were deposited as alluvial fans and aprons along the edges of the ancestral Rockies. They were dragged upward at their current angle by the rebirth of the Rockies about 65 million years ago. The Third Flatiron (third from the north) is one of Colorado’s and the nation’s premier, classic rock climbs. It towers 1,400 feet high, a couple hundred feet higher than the Empire State Building, and has been climbed by people without using their hands, on roller skates, naked, and in eight minutes (all separate climbers).




  

    City of Boulder and Boulder County Demographics




    [image: Estimated Population (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County Total Population 102,569 302,525 Households 43,687 119,884 Average household size 2.35 2.52 Source: Denver Regional Council of Governments Ethnicity City of Boulder Boulder County Caucasian 93.4% 90.2% Hispanic 7.0% 13.1% Asian 4.5% 4.5% African American 1.4% 0.8% Native American 1.1% 1.2% Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau Other City of Boulder Boulder County Median Age (2007) 30 years 35.7 years Median Household Income (2007) $52,759 $63,257 Median Rent (2007) $888 $901 Median Sales Price - Single Family (8/07) $550,500]




    [image: Median Sales Price - Attached (8/07) $240,000 Average annual rainfall (2007) 17.13 inches Average annual snowfall (2007) 85.5 inches Mean temperature (2007) 52 Source: 2007 American Community Survey, NOAA (Weather data) Marital Status (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County Married 30.6% 47.2% Single, never married 60.4% 40.6% Divorced 7.1% 10.5% Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau Educational Attainment (25 years+) City of Boulder Boulder County Didn’t finish high school 4.0% 7.2% Graduated high school 10.2% 15.8% Some college or associate degree 17.7% 22.4% Bachelor’s or graduate degree 68.1% 54.6% Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau Other Library Circulation - Boulder Library (2008) 1,183,717 University of Colorado enrollment (Fall 2008) 29,709 Boulder Valley Public Schools enrollment (2007-2008) 28,490 Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores for Boulder Valley students, 2008: Verbal, 580 in Boulder Valley, 502 nationally Mathematics, 594 in Boulder Valley, 515 nationally American College Test (ACT) scores for Boulder County students, 2008: 22.2 in Boulder Valley, 19.4 average Source: City of Boulder, University of Colorado, Boulder Valley School District Top 10 employers: City of Boulder # Employees University of Colorado 7,050 Boulder Valley School District 4,296* IBM 4,000 Ball Aerospace 3,000 Boulder Community Hospital 2,380 Boulder County 1,684* UCAR (University Corporation for Atmospheric Research) 1,350 Covidien 1,300]




    [image: City of Boulder 1,238 Emerson Process Micro Motion 598 Source: Boulder County Business Report Book of Lists 2008 * Employees in Boulder County Top 10 employers: Boulder County # Employees University of Colorado 7,050 Boulder Valley School District 4,296 IBM 4,000 St Vrain School District 3,392 Ball Aerospace 3,000 Boulder Community Hospital 2,380 Boulder County 1,684 Seagate 1,500 UCAR (University Corporation for Atmospheric Research) 1,339 Exempla Good Samaritan Medical Center 1,310 Source: Boulder County Business Report Book of Lists 2008 Number of Employees by Industry (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County Accommodation and food services 8,522 14,608 Administrative and waste services 3,306 6,557 Agriculture, forestry, fish and hunting 55 348 Arts, entertainment, and recreation 1,552 2,532 Construction 1,820 5,638 Educational services 12,577 17,896 Finance and insurance 3,432 4,956 Health care and social assistance 7,601 16,649 Information 7,124 9,174 Management of companies & enterprises 824 1,615 Manufacturing 8,845 17,843 Mining 74 892 Other services 2,713 4,277 Professional, scientific, technical services 12,933 22,811 Public Administration 6,456 7,301 Real estate and rental and leasing 1,516 2,481 Retail trade 7,966 16,564 Transportation and warehousing 660 2,159]
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  [image: chpt_fig_006.jpg]




  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  




  Boulder is about 25 miles northwest of Denver, via I-25 and U.S. Highway 36, better known locally as “The Turnpike” because it was once a toll road. Most visitors arrive here by car or by plane into Denver International Airport, about an hour’s drive south and east.




  In the city, the car is the favorite mode of transportation. But more than most cities, Boulder offers and encourages use of alternative modes of transportation to the car and has a city agency, the Transportation Planning Group (TPG, also known as GO Boulder), to promote, set, and achieve such goals. The 2000 census survey found that Boulder residents carpool and walk to work at a much higher rate than their Denver neighbors. Among 14 comparable cities, Boulder ranks No. 1 in people who walk to work, work at home, and drive with more than one person in the car. It ranks second among those who bike. (The TPG of Boulder says Davis, California, probably ranks first, with Boulder right on its heels.) Alternative modes of transportation can become one of your favorite things about Boulder.




  GETTING TO BOULDER




  By Air




  DENVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (DIA)




  8400 Peña Boulevard




  (303) 342-2200, (800) 247-2336




  www.flydenver.com




  Opened in 1995, Denver International Airport is the biggest in the nation and one of the biggest in the world. Twenty-three carriers service the airport: United Airlines dominates, with some 60 percent of the flights out of DIA, but American, American West, Continental, Delta, Frontier, Northwest, TWA, and US Airways also serve the airport. Others include Air Canada, Alaska Airlines, British Airways, Lufthansa, Mexicana, and Sky West.




  DIA is posh, with polished granite floors, $7.5 million worth of artwork, and an expansive main lobby roofed with 34 translucent, Teflon-coated fiberglass tent canopies designed to invoke snow-covered peaks and cast light like stylized, billowy clouds. Those canopies were canted in different directions for structural efficiency in the wind and heavy weather. Despite its monumental 5-million-square-foot interior, walks are short. The ticket counters are a short way from passenger drop-offs on both sides of the main terminal. Common carriers (i.e., buses and vans) use a separate level, off-limits to private cars. There are three concourses. You have the option of walking to Concourse A via an air bridge over a taxiway, but a swift subway whisks you to all concourses. Stand near the front windows if you want to see the little propellers along the walls whirl as the train passes.




  DIA has excellent shops, including some not usually found in airports: Images of Nature, a national wildlife photographer’s store; Hudson Booksellers, a well-stocked bookstore; and a Body Shop are among the stores in the airport. You can also find a travel agency and a massage therapist at DIA. An interfaith airport chapel opened in 1996. Restaurant offerings include McDonald’s, Einstein Bros. Bagels, the Cantina Grill Express, specialty pizza, croissant, and coffee shops (including Seattle’s Best Coffee), and Schlotzskys, just to name a few. The popular Denver Chophouse & Brewery has a restaurant planned for Concourse A at the end of 2008. Most of these establishments are open daily from 7 a.m. until 10 p.m.




  If you need information on Denver International Airport’s ground transportation, call (303) 342-4059; for parking information, call (303) 342-7275; for luggage storage and lost and found, call (303) 342-4062.




  Driving time between DIA and Boulder takes about 45 minutes. The quick and easy route is the Northwest Parkway (a toll road), which opened in 2003.




  Airport Shuttles




  There is currently only one van service that offers scheduled airport shuttle service to and from Boulder. Super Shuttle Boulder (303- 227-0000) picks up at Boulder’s major hotels, CU-Boulder, and your own front door. The service departs the Rodeway Inn & Suites/Boulder Broker Inn hourly between 4 a.m. and 10 p.m. (if you order door-to-door, they’ll schedule your pick-up to coincide with a departure from the Broker) and from the airport at 10 minutes past each hour between 8:10 a.m. and 11:10 p.m. Call them for rates.




  Bus Service




  The Regional Transportation District, also known as RTD (303-299-6000, www.rtd-denver.com), also operates hourly buses between DIA and Boulder. The bus trip takes about 90 minutes, with intermediate stops including the Louisville-Superior and Table Mesa Park-n-Ride lots. The fare is $11 one-way.




  RTD also offers a family plan that allows up to three children age 15 and younger to ride to or from DIA free with an adult.




  Taxis and Limos




  Boulder Yellow Cab (303-777-7777, www.yellowtrans.com) charges around $70 for an airport trip for one to five people and also picks up in Lafayette and Louisville. If you are feeling flush, you can call an on-demand limo service. Boulder Trip Service (303-938-1234, www.bouldertrip.com) provides transportation in Lincoln Town cars, and four-wheel-drive Chevrolet Suburbans, each equipped with television, beverage service, and ski and luggage racks. It operates as an on-demand airport charter, particularly for business travelers and groups. By-the-hour rates range between $85 and $110 for trips between Boulder, Denver, Louisville, or Lafayette and DIA. Prices are higher to Centennial Airport south of Denver and from Eldorado Springs, Gold Hill, Gold Lake, Lake Valley, Longmont, Pine Brook Hills, Walker Ranch, and Ward. Boulder Trip Service also will take you to or pick you up from Colorado Springs, general-aviation airports, and mountain towns. Other limo services include Foothills Limousine (720-394-3779, www.foothillslimo.com) and Boulder Limousine Service (303-332-3992, boulderlimousineservice.com).




  Car Routes




  With the Northwest Parkway (also known as E-470), which is a toll road, travel to DIA is a snap. Sometimes it seems you’re virtually the only one on the road. You can pick up the parkway by exiting US 36 at the Interlocken Loop/Storage Tek Drive exit, near the Flatiron Crossing Mall. The old tried-and-true options work, too, but expect traffic along these routes.




  • Option A (38.5 miles): Take US 36 to Sheridan Boulevard. Exit at 104th Avenue/Church Ranch Boulevard and follow 104th Avenue east all the way to Tower Road. Until you get well east of I-25, which is still rural, tremendous growth is happening along this route, which has about two dozen traffic lights. At Tower Road, along the airport’s western edge, turn right and take it south to Peña Boulevard; turn left and go east into the airport.




  • Option B (45 miles): Take US 36 to Denver. Go south briefly on I-25, then take I-76 for about a mile to I-270, heading southeast. It merges into I-70 east. Exit at Peña Boulevard and go east into the airport.




  • Option C (45 miles): Take Arapahoe Road (Highway 7) east to U.S. Highway 85. Take US 85 south to Henderson Road. Go east on Henderson Road to Tower Road. Take Tower Road south to Peña Boulevard and go east into the airport.




  General-Aviation Airports




  If you have a private plane, you can fly into one of the region’s smaller general-aviation airports. Some also have air taxi services that can fly you quickly to a town not on a regular commercial air route.




  i For an easy-to-carry free pocket map of Boulder streets and pedestrian/bicycle paths, stop by the Transportation Department, on the second floor of the Park Central Building at 1739 Broadway.




  BOULDER MUNICIPAL AIRPORT




  3300 Airport Road, Boulder




  (303) 440-7065




  www.ci.boulder.co.us/airport




  Like most airports in Colorado, Boulder’s airport is uncontrolled, meaning it has no control tower. Private propeller planes and a few smaller turbo-jets land here. There is a comfortable lobby where a selection of videos about flying are for sale.




  Despite being open to the public and visiting aircraft, there are no commercial airlines operating from the facility. There are, however, 234 aircraft based at the site and various businesses operating there, such as flight training schools, aircraft maintenance facilities, charter operations, aircraft sales, and various flight clubs. There are three flight schools at the airport, Journeys Aviation Boulder (303-449-4210), Specialty Flight Training (303-530-0550) and Mile High Gliding (303-527-1122). There are hangar and tie-down rentals available as well, and a parachuting outfit (1-800-498-JUMP). To reach the airport, take Val-mont Road east to Airport Road.




  ERIE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT




  395 Airport Drive, Erie




  (303) 604-0043




  www.ci.erie.co.us/PW/airport.html




  Located in east Boulder County, this airport has a runway big enough for small jets, but most of its air traffic is single- and twin-engine propeller planes. A full range of flight instruction is available. Experimental and unique home-built airplanes occupy many hangars. And the jet-set—that is, the propeller-set—has settled nearby. More than a dozen houses adjacent to the airport sport private hangars with taxi lanes connecting to the runway.




  VANCE BRAND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT




  10383 North 85th Street, Longmont




  (303) 651-8431




  www.ci.longmont.co.us/airport




  This landing field provides full services for business and pleasure aircraft. There is a small lobby with snacks available and pilot supplies. They do not have a courtesy car but can arrange for a local rental-car company to transport guests to their destination. To reach Vance Brand, take the Diagonal Highway or US 36 northeast of Boulder to Airport Road and go north 1.5 miles. Air West Flight Center Inc. (303-776-6266, www.airwestinc.net) is a flight school based at Vance Brand Airport. They teach flying lessons ranging from private pilot to instructor.




  Another flight school based at Vance Brand Airport is Twin Peaks Aviation (303-776-8467). Lessons and scenic rides are available.




  ROCKY MOUNTAIN METROPOLITAN AIRPORT




  11755 Airport Way, Broomfield




  (303) 271-4850




  www.co.jefferson.co.us/airport




  Located just outside Boulder County, this airfield is nonetheless used by many Boulderites. No scheduled commercial passenger flights leave this airport, but it has plenty of general aviation in addition to flight schools, avionics, repair and maintenance shops, charter services and conference facilities. In addition, there are two restaurants open to the public in its modern 25,000 sq. ft. terminal building.




  By Car




  To drive to Boulder from Denver, take I-25 north to US 36 west, better known as “The Turnpike.” The last hill is Davidson Mesa, where you’ll get a spectacular view of town and find a visitor center kiosk.




  If you ask for directions and someone says “Foothills,” clarify whether they mean Foothills Highway (US 36), which starts as 28th Street and leads to Estes Park, or Foothills Parkway (Highway 157), which links US 36 with Highway 119 and leads to Longmont.




  If you are driving to Boulder from the ski areas on I-70, you have two options. The first is to take the Morrison/Golden exit (exit 259) to U.S. Highway 40. Go north toward U.S. Highway 6, turn left onto US 6, and then head north on Highway 93 to Boulder. The second, and to us preferable, option is the Central City/Golden exit (exit 244) off I-70. Follow US 6 east for about 15 miles through beautiful Clear Creek Canyon. At the second traffic light, just on the outskirts of Golden, turn left (north) onto Highway 93, which becomes Broadway in Boulder.




  GETTING AROUND BOULDER




  The No. 1 rule of thumb to help newcomers orient themselves in Boulder is: The mountains are to the west. Most of the north/south streets are numbered, starting with Third Street on the west side of town then going beyond 75th Street as you head east. Broadway is a major north-south thoroughfare on a slight diagonal, and Folsom Street is a significant north-south street from North Boulder to the University of Colorado campus. Other important roads are US 36, which becomes 28th Street through Boulder, and Foothills Parkway, a divided roadway on the eastern edge of town, but with some traffic lights at major intersections, which connects US 36 and the Longmont Diagonal (Highway 119). It is a way to bypass Boulder, though we wonder why anyone would wish to bypass our wonderful city.




  Baseline Road is a significant east-west route, not just to Boulderites, but also to cartographers, for it marks the 40th parallel on maps of the Earth. If you made a beeline down this road, after a few hundred miles you’d hit the boundary between Kansas and Nebraska. The major east-west cross-streets are Table Mesa Road/South Boulder Road and Baseline Road in the southern part of the city; Arapahoe Avenue in central Boulder (and, to an extent, Canyon Boulevard, a short but important major street); and the Alpine Street/Valmont Road routing and Iris Avenue in the northern part of the city.




  North Boulder’s alphabetical “tree streets”—Alpine, Balsam, Cedar, and so on—are easy to find and remember. Making your way through cul-de-sac-filled subdivisions, however, requires good directions. Broadway and 28th Street converge in North Boulder, again becoming US 36 toward Lyons.




  You’ll find basic orientation maps in the front of this book, and more detailed street maps in the front of local phone books. A variety of easier-totote maps is available from the city’s Transportation Planning Group (303-441-3266), on the second floor of the Park Central Building, 1739 Broadway, including free pocket-size maps for streets and bus and bicycle routes. And remember, it never hurts to ask for directions.




  By Car




  If you just arrived from a congested metropolitan area on either coast, Boulder might not seem to have much traffic, but if you’ve been in town a while, you would notice the change over the past few years. More than 200,000 cars flow through the city daily, and people drive a cumulative 2.2 million miles in this little valley every day. That’s loads of cars, especially at a higher altitude more prone to air pollution. It’s also unsettling to people who don’t like the way roads and parking lots eat up land and create canyons clogged with vehicles and the accompanying din and exhaust fumes.




  Boulder has given itself a mandate to reduce the car and traffic problem while enhancing its residents’ ability to get around. In a classic example of Boulder’s foresight and compulsive worrying about quality-of-life issues before they become crises, the city developed its first Transportation Master Plan in 1989, when, believe it or not, the city was still suffering under a regional recession and few people were worrying about too many commuters, too many jobs, or too many homes. The Transportation Planning Group tracks traffic patterns, keeps statistics, creates charts, and most important, tries to use these figures to solve the congestion conundrum. Periodic studies confirm that what most people like about downtown Boulder is its atmosphere and pedestrian orientation, and what most people don’t like about Boulder is the parking dilemma. The latest version of the Transportation Master Plan, designed to take Boulder through the year 2020, includes a whopping $1 billion worth of projects (including more than $250 million for improved bus service and $30 million for better bike paths), proving that Boulder takes its traffic and growth issues seriously and is willing to back them up with big bucks.




  Individuals do their bit, too. There’s a sprinkling of electric cars on Boulder’s streets. Many serve on the city’s Transportation Advisory Board which studies the issues in depth and makes informed proposals to the city. Planners strive for small-scale neighborhood centers so people don’t have to drive as far to reach necessary services. And many people take public transportation whenever possible or get around town on bicycles or on foot as often as they can. A few even put their commitment into action by living carless.




  FasTracks, an integrated transit improvement program, will vastly improve transportation options in Boulder and surrounding cities in the Denver metro region. FasTracks is RTD’s 12-year comprehensive plan to build and operate high-speed rail lines and expand and improve bus service and Park-n-Rides throughout the region. FasTracks will include 122 miles of new light rail and commuter rail, 18 miles of bus rapid transit service, 57 new transit stations and 21,213 additional parking spaces at transit Park-n-Rides, and enhanced bus service and FastConnects throughout the region. The US 36 corridor portion of the project will bring 18 miles of bus rapid transit service between downtown Denver and Boulder along US 36 and a rail line from Denver through Boulder to Longmont. The final design of these improvements will begin in 2010.




  Plans and dreams aside, the majority of Boulder residents still depend on their cars, even if they secretly wish there were a better way. Don’t feel guilty if your car’s packed with visiting sightseers or your kids’ soccer teammates; you’re being a carpool! But if you’re all alone, at least try to consolidate your errands so you drive less often.




  Boulder has many designated bike lanes, but where there are none, bicyclists may occupy a lane of traffic, just like cars. Pedestrians at crosswalks have the right-of-way, which means you are supposed to stop when you see someone waiting to cross the street.




  Car Rentals




  The overwhelming majority of fly-in visitors to Boulder rent cars at Denver International Airport or from agencies near the old Stapleton Airport and drive to Boulder, but rental cars are also available in town. Locals whose cars are undergoing major repairs, business travelers in the area for several days but only requiring a car for part of the time, CU-Boulder students (you must be age 25 or older to rent), and visiting academicians are among those who might wish to rent a car in Boulder for the short time they really need one.




  Boulder has several rental car companies. Choices include such national firms as Hertz (303-443-9122, www.hertz.com); Avis (303-499-1136, www.avis.com); Enterprise Rent-A-Car (303-449-9466, www.enterprise.com); and Budget (303-444-9054, www.budget.com). Smaller regional and local companies abound, too.




  Rush Hour




  Most cities get only two rush periods. Boulder has three. Morning rush spans 7 to 9 a.m. Also, because many of the new commercial and business parks are lacking in restaurants, workers often drive somewhere for lunch, creating a noon mini-rush that starts around 11 a.m. and lasts until 2 p.m. Traffic really swells between 4 and 7 p.m. A fourth rush sometimes revolves around CU-Boulder home football games, which jam streets around campus. If you hate traffic, make your car trips outside these most popular times or (hint-hint) consider other ways of getting around (see this chapter’s subsequent “Alternative Modes of Transportation” section).




  Weather Hazards




  Boulder’s normally benign climate often lulls us into thinking that the driving, like the living, is easy. But meteorological aberrations can be hazardous. Summer hailstorms can pock wind-shields, impair visibility, and temporarily cause slippery road surfaces. Snowstorms often start with drizzling rain that freezes before the snow falls, and that snow can undergo several days of melt-to-slush, freeze-to-ice cycles before melting and evaporating completely. Hilly streets and intersections are generally sanded rather than treated with chemicals. Highways and arterials are plowed, but snow on most residential streets is left to be melted by the sun. Good snow tires are a must for Colorado winters.




  If you drive a camper or sport utility vehicle or are moving your belongings into town in a rental truck, you’ll want to pay attention to high-wind warnings. Highway 93 between Boulder and Golden is especially vulnerable to wicked crosswinds and is occasionally closed because of them. Mountain driving can be pleasurable or terrifying, depending on the individual driver’s skill and confidence. Shifting into a lower gear helps save wear and tear on the engine while ascending and on the brakes while going downhill.




  Accidents




  As elsewhere, serious accidents demand a 911 call to dispatch emergency police, ambulance, and even fire units. The Boulder Police accident investigation unit deals with non-injury-producing accidents. For information, call the department’s general information line, (303) 441-4444, or visit www.ci.boulder.co.us/police. Vehicle insurance is mandatory in the state of Colorado, with current minimum required coverage of $25,000 for bodily injury, $50,000 per accident, and $15,000 property damage. Motorists who leave the scene of an accident without exchanging license, registration, and insurance information may have their driver’s licenses suspended. (There are other offenses that can result in loss of license, too, including driving while intoxicated, reckless driving, and possession of certain firearms.)




  i No matter what form of transportation you use, this city of Boulder Web site can help you reach your destination: www.gettingthere.com.




  Emergency Services




  You only need to use the American Automobile Association (AAA) emergency road service once to make your membership pay off. AAA Colorado (303-442-0383; www.aaa.com) provides a variety of services, including changing a flat tire, refueling an empty gas tank, pulling vehicles out of snow drifts or mud, and towing a broken-down vehicle to a repair center. Because of the distances involved, anyone who drives in the mountains is probably wise to sign up for AAA. The association also offers towing services from as far as 250 miles from home. In addition to road services, AAA maintains a walk-in center at 1933 28th Street, upstairs from Blockbuster Video. The center features a travel agency, traveler’s check sales, discount luggage, book sales, and routing assistance. Many of the services are available for nonmembers as well as members. In addition, AAA sells insurance and provides a locator service for good deals on new cars, bail bonds (not than any Insider would ever need one!), and other services.




  Parking




  If Boulder accommodated every single driver who wanted a quick trip to a perfect parking space, we would need so many roads and parking spaces that little room would remain for buildings, sidewalks, trees, or flowers. On the other hand, for retail businesses and restaurants to remain viable, there must be reasonably convenient customer parking. Periodic studies confirm that what most people like about downtown Boulder is its atmosphere and pedestrian orientation; what most people don’t like about Boulder is the parking dilemma. Four downtown blocks of Pearl Street are pedestrian-only, so obviously there’s no parking there, and pay-and-park spaces limit parking on adjacent commercial streets. A new parking program was initiated in 1997 on adjacent neighborhood streets to discourage daylong parkers. Two- to three-hour nonresident parking is permitted.




  Boulder maintains several staffed parking garages and metered surface lots, which are in great demand. If you get a downtown job, you can get on a waiting list for reserved, long-term parking by checking with the city’s Parking Services; call (303) 413-7300 or visit www.bouldercolorado.gov.




  In addition to downtown, another problematic parking area is The Hill, the area around the university. There are metered spaces on retail and commercial streets, but long-term parking is also restricted here. Your best bet is to park in the large CU visitor lot on Euclid Avenue, just east of the University Memorial Center (UMC). All other lots on the campus are permit-only parking. CU has its own Parking Services for students, faculty, and staff; call (303) 492-7384 or visit www.ucbparking.edu.




  Alternative Modes of Transportation




  For information about alternative modes of transportation, including pedestrian, bicycle, and car-pool options, call the Transportation Planning Group, a city agency that offers multiple transportation options. It offers easy-to-read maps of bus routes, bike paths, and open-space trails. The pocket-size maps are free, and the larger full-scale ones are a few dollars. Call the TPG at (303) 441-3266, or stop by its offices on the second floor of the Park Central Building, 1739 Broadway, 2 blocks south of the Pearl Street Mall.




  If you need a car only for an occasional errand or trip to the mountains, call Boulder’s Car Share (303-271-3510, www.carshare.org). Car Share has cars, titled and licensed, that are shared, free of charge, by local residents.




  To encourage bus use, participating businesses and the Boulder Downtown Management Commission (303-441-4000, www.gettingthere.com) provide ECO-Passes so their employees can ride the bus for free.




  So far more than 41,000 residents have ECO-Passes. One of the great perks of the program is the guaranteed ride, which uses taxis to take people directly to their door at night. In addition, many Boulder neighborhoods have Neighborhood ECO-Passes, and new neighborhoods join the program yearly.




  i Among fourteen comparable cities, Boulder ranks No. 1 in people who walk to work and people who work at home.




  Boulder’s Pathways




  Boulder has been ranked among America’s most walkable cities by USA Today and by Walking magazine. It’s also a wonderful city for runners, bikers, in-line skaters, and wheelchair users. The most pleasing “roads” are the pedestrian and bicycle paths. They follow streams. They go by parks where you can hear birds sing, and they pass pretty homes with kids playing or adults gardening. Many people along the way smile. The major non-motorized-vehicle thoroughfare is the Boulder Creek Path (see the Attractions and Parks and Recreation Centers chapters), which is primarily an east-west route.




  Walking some of these pathways to your destination often is faster than driving. Try it with a friend. Eat at some lovely spot on the Pearl Street Mall, then plan to meet on the CU-Boulder campus. You start walking while your friend gets the car. As you head up Broadway, look for a little sidewalk adjacent to Broadway, just up the hill from Arapahoe Avenue. You’ll probably have time to stop at Andrews Arboretum located on this sidewalk on the east side of Broadway between Grandview and Marine Streets, an area once occupied by train tracks. The arboretum is open every day free of charge. You can continue on this pleasant pathway to the university and enjoy the sights on your stroll. You’ll get lung-filling exercise and might even have time to read a chapter in your book before your friend gets the car, drives up to the university, parks, and finally joins you.




  The Transportation Planning Group (TPG) has several programs designed to increase walking by improving pedestrian facilities. Many neighborhood sidewalks are being replaced for safety reasons and intersections have been made more pedestrian friendly.




  Bicycling




  Boulder is one of America’s best cycling cities. At this writing, the city boasts more than 100 miles of off-street bike paths, bike lanes on city streets, and bike routes. That includes underpasses that allow university students safe biking to outlying dormitories and apartments, and a climbing lane exclusively for bicyclists on Table Mesa Drive. Savvy locals know that errands-by-bike sometimes go faster than errands-by-car. The whole idea of the bicycle as transportation is promoted heavily by the TPG, especially during the annual Boulder Walk and Bike Week in late June.




  Designed to increase the awareness of Boulder’s transportation options, especially walking and biking, Boulder’s Walk and Bike Week is coordinated each June by the city’s GO Boulder office. It was first hosted by the city of Boulder in 1977 as “Bike to Work Day.” As its local popularity and sponsorship interest grew, so did the event. In 1982, it expanded to Walk and Bike Week. Since 2003, Boulder has coordinated with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) to include Walk and Bike Week in the celebration of Colorado Bike Month and in the Denver metro region’s Bike to Work Day. In 2008, a record 7,500 people pledged to commute by bicycle on Bike to Work Day.




  Every day of Walk and Bike Week brings something new, and participants can enjoy such events as $10 bike tune-ups, a vintage bike swap, a silent auction, a bike rodeo, bike relays, a cruiser ride, a walk and bike rally, and a happy hour for all participants, just to name a few. In 2008, there were 35 breakfast stations sponsored by local businesses providing complimentary breakfasts to hungry riders on Bike to Work Day. Walk and Bike Bingo is a very popular citywide event designed to encourage the community to integrate walking and biking into its daily routine. Participants pick up a Walk and Bike Week bingo card from participating businesses or print it online at www.goboulder.net. Participants walk or bike to any of the 25 participating business destinations around town and receive a stamp on their card. Those with five stamps, or Bingo, earn the chance to win prizes that include bikes, gift certificates, and much more.




  i In 1990, transit ridership was about 5,000 riders daily for all local and regional routes in and out of Boulder. In 2007, ridership was at a daily average of 31,062. Give one of Boulder’s great buses a try for local trips around town.




  Buses and Taxis




  The Regional Transportation District, also known as RTD, is the greater Denver metropolitan area’s public transportation agency. RTD recorded-information lines are (303) 299-6000, (800) 366-7433, and (303) 299-6089 (TDD).




  RTD buses are promoted as “The Ride.” The main bus station in Boulder, currently the hub of RTD’s hub-and-spoke system, is at 14th and Walnut Streets. Rides within Boulder cost $1.75 (exact change only), 85 cents for seniors age 65 and older (off-peak hours); a 10-ride ticket book costs $15.75. Various monthly passes are also available at the bus station and at King Soopers and Safeway grocery markets. Boulder students can buy reduced-rate bus passes. Seniors are also eligible for discount passes.




  RTD buses on Boulder city routes operate every half-hour. The schedules and prices vary for intercity service to Broomfield, Denver, Golden, Lafayette, Longmont, Louisville, Nederland, and Westminster. RTD also offers rush-hour express buses to the Denver Tech Center, hourly express buses to Denver International Airport, and special buses to the Eldora ski area via Nederland. Buses for Colorado Rockies and Denver Broncos games depart from the main Boulder terminal and various Park-n-Ride lots.




  Many buses are equipped with wheelchair ramps, and many allow some bicycles on board. Call one of the RTD numbers for details on these amenities or for information on how to reach your destination by bus. Tell the RTD operator where you need to be, when, and from where you’re starting. Schedules are available on buses and downtown at the main Boulder terminal.




  You can get just about anywhere with Boulder’s Community Bus Network. The Hop (303-441-3266, www.ci.boulder.co.us/goboulder) is a fantastic idea for unclogging traffic without greatly inconveniencing people. It uses midsize buses operating frequently instead of infrequent runs by often-empty behemoths. The Hop’s circuit has 40 stops, including Crossroads Mall, the University Hill shopping area near CU-Boulder, and the Pearl Street Mall. Buses drive both clockwise and counterclockwise on the circuit. The Hop runs every 10 minutes Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and every 15 minutes Thursday and Friday, 7 to 10 p.m., Saturday, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Night Hop runs a CU–Pearl Street Mall loop Thursday through Saturday from midnight to 3 a.m., free to CU students with ID and ECO-Pass holders. The fare is $1.50, 75 cents for seniors during off-peak hours, or free for folks with a CU ID or any RTD pass. Some merchants also give out Hop tokens to their customers, good for a complimentary ride.




  The Hop has been so successful, the RTD Board of Directors has introduced smaller, brightly colored buses in other metropolitan areas. A similar service called The Skip debuted in August 1997. The 22-passenger buses operate every 10 minutes, running north-south on Broadway. The Jump shuttle recently began service on Arapahoe Avenue between Boulder and Erie. The Leap serves Pearl Street commuters, while The Bound, with its Superman-inspired graphics, travels a route along Boulder’s 30th Street. Another shuttle, The Stampede, serves the university area, and the DASH connects Boulder to Lafayette and Louisville. The Bolt provides service between Boulder and Longmont.




  One of the best ride services around is RTD’s Call and Ride, www.rtd-denver.com/SpecialRides/call-n-Ride/index.html. Small green wheelchair-accessible buses will pick you up at your front door and deliver you to where you need to go, whether it’s to a medical appointment, to grocery shopping, or to a movie. Simply give them a call with one hour’s notice. Trips can be scheduled up to two weeks in advance. The contact numbers vary by neighborhoods served, so it’s best to go online for the phone number for the buses that serve your neighborhood. Rates are $1.75 for adults, and 85 cents for seniors, students, and disabled riders.




  i RTD runs special buses to Rockies and Broncos games and many other big events. For information, call (303) 299-6000 or (800) 366-7433; (303) 299-6089 (TDD).




  There are several options for getting to the ski resorts from Denver International Airport; go to the DIA Web site (http://flydenver.com), and click on the ground transportation link. A variety of the airport shuttle services, most of which must be booked in advance, offer varying price options depending on how many people occupy the shuttle. Options from Boulder are limited. Coloradans generally drive their own vehicles and most visitors rent vehicles. Certain shuttle services will come to Boulder.




  Need a taxi to a destination other than a ski resort? Boulder Yellow Cab (303-777-7777, www.yellowtrans.com) can pick up in Lafayette and Louisville as well as Boulder. Boulder Freedom Cabs (303-444-4444, www.freedomcabs.com) is another local taxi service. There are no taxi stands for either company, so call for service. Town and Country Taxi (303-776-0496) serves Longmont.




  For people with disabilities, life would be even more challenging without wheelchair-lift-equipped, door-to-door, on-demand transportation service. More than 2,000 people use Boulder’s Special Transit (303-447-9636, www.specialtransit.org), which offers low-cost rides to people with disabilities. Call well in advance for reservations and prices.
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  HISTORY




  




  On a high, hot, and arid Boulder summer day, it may be comforting to remember that a mere 70 million years ago, this was beachfront property. For hundreds of millions of years, inland seas rose and receded in central Colorado, pushed around by the emerging Rocky Mountains. When the mountains became the unquestioned victor, the ocean drained away east and west, leaving the western edge of an endless high prairie pressing against an abrupt wall of mountain where the region’s history is written in rock.




  For far longer than humans have recorded, plants and animals lived, fed, were fed upon, reproduced, and adapted to the complex ecosystem of the high plains, the mountains, and the wetlands. In the areas where they’ve been left to it, the cycles continue.




  The increasingly frantic scribbling of human settlement on that big canvas may now seem to dominate the landscape, but the mountains and the prairies remember where they came from.




  FIRST HUMANS




  The first humans passed through Colorado about 10,000 years ago, on foot and armed with stone-tipped spears. They are believed to have descended from Asians who migrated over the Bering Land Bridge 10,000 years earlier. University of Denver scientists found the first signs of human activity in North America near the New Mexico–Colorado border. The Ice Age Folsom man, named for the nearby New Mexican town, was unearthed in 1924. Such early “Westerners” hunted mastodons, woolly mammoths, and giant sloths.




  Colorado’s first-known settlements were those of the Anasazi in southwestern Colorado’s Four Corners area around a.d. 550. The Anasazi are known for their basketry and distinctive pottery, but most of all for Mesa Verde, the spectacular cliff-side dwellings they built and inhabited around a.d. 1150. It’s not known why the Anasazi abandoned their cliff dwellings around 1300 and disappeared, but researchers suspect they over-farmed the thin prairie soil and a great drought forced the tribe to migrate to literally greener pastures in the Rio Grande Valley to the south. Today’s Acoma, Sandia, Taos, Zuni, and other Pueblo peoples are believed to be descendants of the Anasazi.




  During the 16th and 17th centuries, Colorado was home to several tribes descended from the Shoshone and Algonquins. The Utes were Shoshonean mountain-dwellers. Plains tribes included the Cheyenne, Comanche, Arapaho, and Kiowa. Other tribes in the area were the Pawnee, Sioux, Navajo, Blackfoot, and Crow.




  American Indians throughout the Southwest visited Colorado for such things as clay for their pottery, fossil seashells for their medicine men’s magic, and turquoise for adornment. Bands of Cheyenne and Arapaho traveled to the Boulder Valley regularly to collect flint for arrowheads and colorful clays for war paint.




  By the mid-19th century, the Comanche and Kiowa had been driven out of the Boulder Valley by the Cheyenne and Arapaho, who came originally from the Minnesota–Great Lakes area, where they, in turn, had been driven west by the Sioux. The Arapaho wintered here because the game was plentiful and the winters mild. They also enjoyed and venerated the warm thermal waters at Eldorado Springs. The Utes, the oldest continuous residents of Colorado, still lived in the mountains above the Boulder Valley and ranged west to the Salt Lake Basin, lending their name to the state of Utah.




  FIRST EUROPEANS AND PIONEERS




  Gold brought the first European explorers to the area. Perhaps the first to venture into Colorado was Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, who arrived in New Mexico in 1541 searching for the mythical Seven Gold Cities of Cibola.




  During the 17th and 18th centuries, both the French and Spanish alternately claimed the territory that included all present states on the Mississippi River plus Montana, Wyoming, the Dakotas, and part of Colorado. For a while the territory was called Louisiana after King Louis XIV of France; it became New Spain when the Spanish defeated the French in the French and Indian War in 1762. In 1800 Napoleon gave the Spanish an Italian kingdom for the territory, reclaiming it again for France.




  American adventurer James Purcell of Kentucky explored the area in the early 1800s, before it became U.S. territory, and found gold along the Platte River. Then, in 1803, President Thomas Jefferson paid $15 million to France for some 830,000 square miles of the region in the famous Louisiana Purchase, doubling the size of the United States. At the time, Jefferson was maligned for squandering money on questionable, unexplored land.




  U.S. Army Lt. Zebulon Pike and Maj. Stephen Long were commissioned to explore the territory, and later, John Fremont came looking for a route across the Rockies. One of Fremont’s men, William Gilpin—later to become the first governor of the Colorado Territory—reported that gold could probably be found in the area, stirring some initial interest in what was then considered “the Great American Desert . . . totally unfit for cultivation and, of course, uninhabitable by a people depending upon agriculture for their subsistence,” according to Long.




  A wave of loners—fur traders, trappers, and mountain men—followed the explorers, establishing trading posts in the Arkansas and South Platte Valleys, including Bent’s Fort, one of the most important trading posts in the West.




  Mexico, hoping to win friends and maintain its claims in the territory, ceded land to wealthy settlers in the 1840s but abandoned its claims after the Mexican-American war.




  In 1836 Texas, enjoying brief status as an independent republic, also claimed a strip of Colorado extending northward to the 42nd parallel. The federal government bought out the Texas claim in 1850, but Texans have been recapturing the territory ski condo by ski condo ever since.




  Colorado’s first permanent non-Native settlement was established in 1851. Determined farmers began irrigating the arid plains under the increasingly concerned watch of area Natives, who realized that the influx of newcomers was not abating.




  THE GOLD RUSH




  The next gush of settlers came in 1858, after gold was discovered in the sands of the South Platte River near present-day Denver. Prospectors worked their way north, panning Cherry Creek (Denver), Clear Creek (Golden), Boulder Creek, and others. As these lower “placer deposits” of gold were eventually mined out, prospectors and miners followed the creeks up into the mountains, sometimes finding the “mother lode” in such places as Central City and Black Hawk, then went even higher to Breckenridge, Gold Hill (above Boulder), Empire, Aspen, Leadville, and Cripple Creek. Along with gold, they would also find silver, iron, tungsten, molybdenum, and on the plains, oil and coal. Among the most notable beneficiaries of the mountains’ largesse were the unsinkable Titanic passenger Molly Brown and “Baby Doe” Tabor, who became a wealthy socialite, thanks to her mine above Leadville. (Unfortunately she later froze to death there, penniless and alone.)




  The arrival of the miners encouraged a rash of organization in the region. On the present site of Denver, towns named Montana City, St. Charles, Auraria, and Denver City were founded. The first stagecoach carried mail to Cherry Creek settlements in 1859. The region’s first newspaper, the Rocky Mountain News, published its first edition on April 23, 1859. Bypassing Congressional approval, settlers organized the Jefferson Territory to govern the gold camps




  FIRST BOULDER SETTLEMENT




  In 1858, Capt. Thomas Aikins, a Missouri farmer, led a gold-prospecting group of farmers and merchants to the area. From Fort St. Vrain to the northeast, he peered through his telescope and saw “bands of Indian Ponies and bands of deer and antelope grazing close up to the high foothills; . . . and could see that [it] was the loveliest of all the valleys . . . a landscape exceedingly beautiful, those mountains are so high and steep . . .” (There’s some debate about what Aikins actually viewed through his telescope; the Boulder Valley cannot be seen from Fort St. Vrain because of the topography. There’s also “first settler” John Rothrock, about whom less is known.)




  In October or November, Aikins and party camped near the mouth of Boulder Canyon beneath the jagged vertical red rocks—an area now designated as Settlers Park. According to Aikins, before they had bedded down for the night, Chief Niwot of the Arapaho paid a visit, encouraging the company to move along and commenting prophetically, “Go away; you come to kill our game, to burn our wood, and to destroy our grass.” But the miners fed and flattered the tall, handsome Niwot (whose name means Left Hand), and he eventually agreed to coexist in peace.




  Boulderites love to tell newcomers the story of another of the chief’s comments, which became known as Niwot’s Curse. Popular legend has it that Niwot warned the white settlers that they would never be able to leave the Boulder Valley. The number of students who make their lives in Boulder after graduation, the professionals who return after retirement, and the vacationers who come back year after year seem to prove the legend true. What Niwot actually said, however, was, “Boulder Valley is so beautiful that people will want to stay and their staying will be the undoing of the beauty”—a prediction that Boulder policymakers and citizens have been working hard to disprove.




  i Why does Boulder, which is nowhere near the ocean, have a Marine Street? It was named for Marinus Smith, one of Boulder’s first citizens and a local farmer.




  In January 1859, the Aikins party found gold in a small creek bed between Sunshine and Four Mile canyons. Word got out and within a month there were 2,000 men and 17 women in the Boulder area.




  TOWN DEVELOPMENT




  Winter closed in, making mining difficult and causing many miners to leave. In February, Aikins called a meeting to form a “Town Company.” Later that month, A.A. Brookfield became the first president of the Boulder City Town Company, and 56 shareholders divided 1,280 acres along Boulder Creek into 4,044 lots. Each shareholder received 18 lots; a few lots were given for free to those who promised to provide such services as sawmills. The remaining lots were for sale at $1,000 each. Other homesteading lands at the time cost $1.25 an acre, so the Boulder lots weren’t hot sellers, and further settlement was quite slow. Other camps and settlements in the area grew much faster.




  Boulder, named after the area’s plentiful rocks, began as a raw frontier settlement of tents and crude log cabins along the creek. Roofs and doors were made of split pine, and the floors were dirt.




  True to its later identity as a seat of education, Boulder built the territory’s first schoolhouse in 1860, at the southwest corner of Walnut and 15th Streets. The first Boulder Post Office was established that same year. Originally part of the Nebraska and Kansas Territories, Boulder became part of Colorado when Congress established the Colorado Territory in 1861. South of present-day Baseline Road—the 40th parallel—was the Kansas Territory; north was the Nebraska Territory. In 1867, Boulder became the county seat, and the town was incorporated in 1871. Unlike the region’s boom-and-bust mining towns, Boulder’s economy remained stable because the city functioned mainly as a supply and transportation center for the miners and prospectors—and, later, as a hub for plains farmers. Boulder’s population from 1860 to 1870 remained at about 350.




  Boulder’s first newspaper, the Boulder Valley News, began publication in April 1867. Telegraph service was established in 1874. The town’s first hospital was built in 1873 and the first bank a year later.




  LAND GRABS AND THE SAND CREEK MASSACRE




  The technicalities of stealing the land from the Native Americans were set forth in the Pre-emption Law of 1841, which stated that a person had prior right to purchase a piece of land if he occupied it and improved it. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1853, which referred to preemption of “the public lands to which the Indian title had been at the time of such settlement extinguished,” further assisted settlers in laying claim to the area. In 1866 Congress validated various settlers’ claims to these lands.




  Land “ownership” and “improvement” were not understood in the American Indian culture as they were by Europeans. If anything, the American Indians believed the land owned them and didn’t need any “improving.” The result was a classic clash of cultures, East versus West—living in harmony with nature versus controlling it. In the 1850s and 1860s, the clash became more and more violent. Natives attacked caravans of supplies, sending the cost of food soaring. Forts were built around the state to shelter settlers and house troops brought in to fight the Indians.




  In the summer of 1864, reports of Natives attacking some wagon trains and express wagons led to the creation of the “100 Day Volunteers,” a group commissioned under Capt. David Nichols, along with other citizens. Friends of Chief Left Hand (Niwot) in Boulder refused to take part in this brigade, which found and attacked peaceful American Indian families camped, in accordance with treaties, at Sand Creek in eastern Colorado. Thinking the attack was a mistake, the besieged Indians raised the American flag, but were ruthlessly massacred nonetheless. Women and children were scalped, and gentle Chief Niwot, who met with the first settlers, was killed.




  BOLD MINERS, BLIZZARDS, BOOM, AND BUST




  The original gold deposit that fueled Boulder’s early economy was depleted after about a year. Next, silver from mines in Caribou, west of Boulder and almost twice as high, stimulated Boulder’s growth.




  Four miles from the Continental Divide at 10,500 feet, life was cold and tough at Caribou, but in the early 1870s the lure of silver had drawn nearly 500 residents, who built houses two stories high so they could find them in the 25-foot-high snow drifts that followed winter storms. The second story also allowed citizens to come and go through their bedroom windows in the deep snow. A rope ran from the mine to the town’s center so miners could feel their way home in blizzards. When asked about Caribou’s winters, one miner remarked that he did not know how long winter lasted, because he had been there only three years. Perhaps mercifully, Caribou was eventually destroyed by fire, diphtheria, scarlet fever, and the mining bust over the next few decades.




  Mines popped up all over the area: Sunshine, Salina, and Magnolia—today the names of a local canyon, town site, and road. Many booming mountain mining towns, such as Ward, soon went bust when the gold ran out. A smelter built at Black Hawk in 1868 renewed interest in deeper mining in the area, because ores containing gold could be processed. A few years later, a gold-silver ore was found at Gold Hill, and during 1892, the peak year, more than $1 million in gold and silver was produced.




  In 1900, ferberite, an ore of tungsten, was identified in Nederland, starting a new rush to the area. (Nederland, meaning “low lands,” was named by the Dutchmen who bought the higher Caribou mine.) By 1918, Boulder County had become the main producer of tungsten in the United States, with a total production of 24,000 tons of tungsten trioxide worth $23 million. By 1910, $20 million in silver had come from Caribou, but it finally ran out. “Caribou, like the reindeer it was named after, pawed its food—silver—from beneath the frozen snow. The lifeblood of its silver veins pinched out, and the town stumbled to a stop, and died,” wrote historian John Buchanan.




  TRAINS AND TRANSPORT




  Trains were the lifeblood of the mining industry and early settlement of the area. Railroad service connected Boulder with the bigger world in 1873, connecting the town to Denver and Golden and the mining camps to the west. A depot was built near Boulder Creek at 14th and Water Streets (now named Canyon Boulevard). One of the old trains now sits near the site, in Central Park, and the depot has been preserved in a commercial area at 30th and Pearl Streets, although the narrow-gauge tracks are long gone.




  By 1883 Union Pacific Railroad had 14 miles of narrow-gauge track to Four Mile, Salina, Wall-street, Sunset, and later, Ward. By 1904 the line went all the way to Eldora and was known as The Switzerland Trail. It became a popular tourist attraction that provided an additional source of revenue to the railroads. But the route had financial problems by 1909, and then-owners Colorado and Northwestern folded. The line continued to be operated by the reorganized Denver, Boulder and Northwestern Railroad, which spent the next 10 years debating whether to close The Switzerland Trail line. In 1919 a cloudburst washed out 2,500 feet of track, and the line was never rebuilt.




  COLORADO’S FIRST SCHOOL AND THE UNIVERSITY




  Boulder citizens lobbied fiercely to have the city chosen for the territorial (later, state) university. The same Capt. Nichols involved in the Sand Creek Massacre served as a horseback mediator, making an overnight ride from the capital in Denver to secure a pledge of local funds from Boulder businessmen and then back again in time to secure the university for Boulder. (In honor of that ride, a University of Colorado dormitory was named for Nichols. In the 1980s, in recognition of his involvement in the massacre, the dormitory was renamed Cheyenne-Arapaho Hall.)




  Boulder’s citizens donated 44.9 acres of land and money to match the $15,000 appropriated by the state legislature for construction of the university on a barren, windswept hill south of town.




  Construction began in 1876, the same year Colorado became a state. Completed in 1877, Old Main, the university’s first building, housed the entire university—a few classrooms along with living quarters for the president and janitor, and their families. With much ceremony the university opened its doors in September 1877 to 44 students, a president, and one instructor. The students lived with families in town and hiked daily up the hill to class.




  When Mary Rippon of Detroit was invited to be CU’s third faculty member, Ann Sewell, wife of first CU president Joseph A. Sewell, predicted that Rippon “would not stay two days in this lonely place.” Rippon decided to come West and give it a try after reading about Colorado’s wildflowers in the Atlantic Monthly and hearing that banker Charles Buckingham had donated $2,000 for a university library. She was a French and German professor for 57 years—the first woman in the United States to teach at a state university. She also helped open Boulder’s first public library. CU’s lovely outdoor theater, site of the Colorado Shakespeare Festival (see the Festivals and Annual Events chapter), is named for her.




  To beautify CU’s barren, windswept campus, Ann Sewell ordered 50 wagonloads of soil for landscaping purposes. The dirt promptly blew away with the first high wind, but she ordered another 50 wagonloads, and by 1881 the university had two acres of lawn with trees and flowers. The rest of the barren town took heart from Mrs. Sewell’s persistence, and soon the grassland was dotted with young trees.
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    The Industrial Mine Camp House




    A few miles south of Boulder in Original Town Superior there is a recent addition to the rich historic fabric of the area. The Industrial Mine Camp House has come home, so to speak, and now the little structure is a museum and interpretive center for the town’s coal mining history.




    In 1943, as the demand for coal was declining, this house was moved away from Superior to the southwest corner of 144th and Zuni in Broomfield. It remained there until 2006 when it was donated back to the Town of Superior and moved to its new location, less than one mile from its original site.




    To say it was meticulously rehabilitated is an understatement. Many design elements were missing from the structure that had to be replaced or fabricated based on historical specifications. For example, all walls were replastered using historic techniques, windows were replaced with replica glass, and exterior paint colors were matched to a historic 1930s photograph. Beaded board wainscoting was discovered on the west wall of the kitchen, so new wainscoting was milled and installed in the rest of the kitchen area to match. The scope of the work was extensive. The end result is charming.




    Located in Asti Park, near the intersection of US 36 and McCaslin Blvd. in the Town of Superior, this small, four-room, 24-foot-square wood-frame building now brings the history of the area to life.




    Around 1907 approximately 23 houses were built for the coal miners and their families. But between 1911 and 1914 during the notorious and violent “Long Strike,” striking miners and their families were evicted from their homes and replaced by strikebreakers and their families. The strikers were “protected” from the local residents by a high wire fence, but in fact the miners, often recent immigrants from Europe who did not understand that they had come to America to be strikebreakers, were not able to leave the fenced area. After that strike and others in the 1920s, miners and their families moved back into the houses until the mine closed permanently in 1945.




    The Industrial Mine Camp House originally was located south of Coal Creek in the Industrial Mine Camp. These days the only evidence of this mine, which produced the highest-grade coal in the Northern Colorado Coal Field, is the remaining foundations of the buildings. The site of the Industrial Mine is now located on Boulder County Open Space, and is visible from the Marshall Superior Coalton Trail network.




    There are so many stories to be told of the difficult times and hard lives of coal mining families. If only the walls of the Industrial Mine House could speak! In a way, now they do.




    —Contributed by Kathryn Howes Barth, AIA/Preservation Architect


  




  The first private school in Boulder, Mount St. Gertrude Academy, was opened in 1892 west of the university. Nuns and students reported falling asleep in the isolated building to the sound of coyotes howling.




  SALOONS, RED LIGHTS, RELIGION, AND LAW




  Meanwhile, Boulder began to take on the features of a permanent settlement. By 1872, various churches had been built: Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist-Episcopalian. Some citizens became concerned that the town’s young men spent too much time in saloons and opened a reading room, where the men could come and peruse the newspapers while inspecting the genteel young ladies occasionally invited in as an inducement.




  By the 1870s, Boulder residents had acquired money and real estate and needed a government and laws to protect their assets. In 1871, Capt. Aikins’ son, Lafayette, was appointed town marshal and paid a salary of $72 a year. The only previous law enforcement was the mining district’s “club rules,” whereby a wrongdoer would have the hair shaved off half his face and head (opposite sides) and be expelled from town.




  A stately county courthouse was built in 1883 at Pearl Street between 13th and 14th Streets. It burned to the ground in 1932, a fire that also destroyed many county records. The current courthouse was built on the same site in 1934. Liquor licenses costing $100 per saloon were established to raise some revenue for the fledgling town. Loose dogs were a big issue; in 1871 a dog-control program was initiated, along with a formal tree-planting program.




  By 1875, local Republican, Democratic, and Prohibition parties had formed. Well-educated and feisty, Boulder’s women started lobbying for the right to vote that year. In 1893 Colorado became the second state after Wyoming (then a territory) to grant women voting rights, although the motivation was more a desire to pack the polls over issues of advantage to Colorado than a recognition of women’s equality.




  Less-liberated women (or, perhaps, more—depending upon one’s perspective) occupied a red-light district, which stretched from the north side of Boulder Creek at Canyon Boulevard (formerly Water Street) to the present-day library. Pearl Street, Boulder’s original main street for commerce, was reportedly named for a well-respected madam. Prostitution and gambling were declared illegal in 1873, but the law was reversed in 1878. Some houses of “ill repute” closed down temporarily and others not at all, and the so-called “brides of the multitude” continued their business.




  The increasing number of buildings and the fear of fire—a great danger with the high winds—finally brought about the construction of a waterworks in 1874 and the first hook-and-ladder company in 1875. Bucket brigades were the first means of firefighting. The first volunteer firemen were the cream of Boulder society and popular at firemen’s balls, parades, and firefighting tournaments. So important and highly regarded were the firemen, the election of the firemen’s officers drew more attention than city elections.




  By the late 1870s, increased mining activity was bringing in more crime, and Boulder needed a jail. Prisoners had been kept everywhere from the basement of the fire department to the sheriff’s hotel room.




  Water also became an issue by the late 1870s, as the population increased and Boulder Creek became polluted with mine tailings. People who didn’t have wells had to use the creek water. A reservoir had been built in 1874 at the base of Boulder Canyon, but it too had become increasingly polluted. In 1884 horses were found dead in the creek, and the reservoir was shut down. To avoid the mine-tailing runoff, a new reservoir was built at the mouth of Sunshine Canyon. The Boulder City Improvement Society formed in 1881. By 1882, Boulder’s population had reached 3,000.




  i History buff? Spend an afternoon at Boulder’s Carnegie Branch Library for Local History, 1125 Pine Street. It’s well worth the trip!




  COAL, OIL, NEWSPAPERS, AND AN INTERNATIONAL POPULATION




  In the late 1860s, there were 77 buildings in town. Local businesses included sawmills, a brickyard, several blacksmiths and general stores, stables, and liveries. Downtown Boulder had a wobbly boardwalk that rose and fell to a different height in front of each different shop—ripping ladies’ skirts and gouging shoppers with loose nails.




  The business of mining was expanding to other minerals. Coal was discovered east of Boulder on David Kerr’s farm. Coal prospector Louis Nawatny bought nearby land, registered a town plat in 1878 and named it Louisville after himself. Two years later, 500 people had settled there. In 1887 a coal mine was dug in Lafayette (named for Lafayette Miller), and by 1892 there were five mines and 200 homes. Polish, Italian, Greek, and French immigrants joined the Welsh, Scotch, and English miners who had been here since the 1860s. By the 1920s the coal industry would be Boulder County’s largest employer, with 1,000 men.




  Oil was discovered in 1901 near Boulder, and for a while Boulder had its own oil stock exchange and a specialized newspaper, Oil News. Wells sprang up all over east of Boulder, and it was predicted that the oil field would stretch to Wyoming. By March 1902 there were 92 oil companies operating near today’s Longmont Diagonal. Natural gas was also discovered along with the oil, but it was considered a nuisance. Ultimately, 183 holes were drilled in Boulder County, but only 81 were functioning. Of these, 76 produced oil; 5 produced gas.




  The weekly Camera newspaper, so named because it printed photographs on its front page, became the Daily Camera in 1891 and still publishes today (see the Media chapter).




  THE 100-YEAR FLOOD




  Just when Boulder was getting its feet on the ground and becoming an established city with various amenities, disaster struck. The winter of 1894 was long, cold, and snowy. The heavy snow-pack still plastered the Front Range at the end of May. Easterly winds brought a warm spring rain that lasted for 60 hours and melted the snow too quickly. The creeks began to rise in the early morning hours of May 31, soon unleashing an awesome display of nature’s power.




  “One seething mass of black water, bowlders [sic] and crushed buildings. Nearly every tree has been torn out by the roots and the road bed is entirely destroyed,” read the Daily Camera, describing the scene at Left Hand Creek near Glendale.




  Boulder was experiencing a 100-year flood—so called because there is only a 1 percent chance of such a devastating disaster occurring in any year.




  All the mountain roads, bridges, rooming houses, and even mines broke apart on Four Mile Creek, Boulder Creek, Jim Creek, Left Hand Creek, and the St. Vrain. Buildings washed away at Sunset, Jamestown, Crisman, and Ballarat. Jamestown’s church floated downstream with its bell ringing. The two-year-old boomtown of Copper Rock was washed off the map. The raging waters destroyed the road at Estes Park and a section of Lyons.




  The flood roared down Boulder Creek into town, first wiping out the railroad bridge at Fourth Street, then the bridges on 6th, 9th, 12th, and 17th Streets—each piling up on the other in a maelstrom of boulders, buildings, railroad tracks, and trees. Witnesses recalled the terrifying sound of the rock- and wreckage-filled water. “From the Boulder Hotel to University Hill was one vast lake with here and there a small patch of an island,” read the Camera. After the waters calmed, one resident caught a 7-inch trout on Water Street (now Canyon Boulevard).




  For five days, Boulder was cut off from the outside world, and residents on one side of the creek couldn’t get to the other side. CU commencement was postponed, and the first mail arrived after five days with news of flooding all over the Front Range. Afterward, miners were out of work because of flooded mines. Amazingly, no one was killed in the flood, and no crimes were committed except the ransacking of someone’s trunk. Boulder cleaned up and rebuilt.




  More than a hundred years later, the city has embarked on a campaign to gradually buy buildings in the Boulder Creek floodplain and clear a path for the inevitable next major flood. Pedestrian bridges across the creek are designed to break away and swing to the side so they don’t become dams for flood debris. Canyon highways are marked with signs telling motorists to abandon their cars and climb to higher ground in case of flood. In the spring and summer, alarms are tested weekly, reminding residents of the continuing possibility of flood.




  TUBERCULARS, TOURISTS, AND TROLLEYS




  As the 19th century came to an end, Boulder was beginning to draw visitors and newcomers other than miners. From its earliest days, Boulder, like other places in the Southwest, attracted people with tuberculosis who hoped the pure air, dry climate, and vigorous life would restore their health. One such transplant was gunman Doc Holliday, who eventually succumbed to his illness in Glenwood Springs on Colorado’s Western Slope. Many eminent CU professors were recovered tuberculars.




  In 1895 Seventh-Day Adventists built a sanitarium (later to become Boulder Memorial Hospital and now the Mapleton Rehab and Sports Medicine Center) for tuberculars on Boulder’s west side.




  Along with the tuberculars came a group of Texas professors in 1897 looking for an airy summer camp and retreat to escape the Texas heat. Boulder, by then accessible to visitors by railroad, was known as a community with a prosperous economy, a comprehensive educational system, and well-maintained residential neighborhoods. The Texans chose Boulder as a site for their proposed Chautauqua; the creation of these family summer camps, which emphasized culture, nature, recreation, and sometimes religion, was part of a respected national movement at the time. They were named after Lake Chautauqua, New York, site of the first such camp. The city bought its first park land and named it Texado Park for the Texans; it is now called Chautauqua Park. The dining hall and auditorium were completed for the grand opening of Colorado Chautauqua on July 4, 1898, and the first Chautauquans camped in tents, later replaced by cottages. A 1903 brochure described the camp as “not a casino,” offering “retirement without loneliness,” and “quiet without ennui.”




  Well-known Boulder photographer Joseph Bevier Sturtevant (“Rocky Mountain Joe”)—who produced many memorable photographs of the city’s early years—was the official Chautauqua photographer. Chautauqua had a full and varied program, from music and art to political and ethical discussion groups and well-known speakers and performers such as William Jennings Bryan and John Philip Sousa. Operas, magic shows, displays of military tactics, lace-making demonstrations, baby shows, food booths, fish hatchery exhibits, photo contests, children’s races, and gypsy camps were but a few of the offerings. Physical health and exercise were emphasized from the start, and the Chautauqua Climbers Club made annual hikes to local landmarks and the higher mountains. Boulder druggist Eben Fine, one of Chautauqua’s regular climbers, literally stumbled upon the discovery of Arapaho Glacier in 1900 when he nearly fell into one of its crevasses.




  i A 100-year flood is a disastrous flood with only a 1 percent chance of occurring in any one year.




  The Switzerland Trail railroad was a popular excursion for Chautauquans, who would ride into the mountains for a picnic and snowball fight. The more adventurous rented handcars and pumped their own way up for a day’s outing.




  Transportation to and from Chautauqua was difficult, so for the camp’s second season in 1899, the city inaugurated its first electric streetcar, which for a nickel “sped” visitors from downtown to the Chautauqua gate at 15 miles per hour. A few years later a line to the sanitarium was put in, and others followed.




  The railroad brought more tourists to Eldorado Springs, south of Boulder, where a popular resort developed around the area’s thermal springs. It attracted such rich or famous—or soon to be—visitors as young Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower (who honeymooned there), budding musician Glenn Miller (a CU student), actress Mary Pickford and her husband, actor Douglas Fairbanks Sr. (a Jamestown native), writer Damon Runyon, fighter Jack Dempsey, and gossip columnist Walter Winchell. From 1907 to 1948, Ivy Baldwin performed his famous high-wire walk 600 feet across the canyon on a steel cable averaging 582 feet high. He made his last trip at age 82.




  MORE PARKS AND CITY PLANNING




  Chautauqua began Boulder’s golden age of land and park acquisition. The day after the camp opened, the city bought the eastern slope of Flagstaff Mountain from the U.S. Government. Shortly after, the city purchased another 1,800 acres of Flagstaff Mountain west to Four Mile Creek and from Sunshine Canyon south to South Boulder Creek.




  The Boulder Women’s Club planted trees in town, and in 1907 a parks board became an official city department. Next, the city slowly acquired the land along Boulder Creek from the Colorado and Southern Railway. At the time, the parks board wanted a park along Boulder Creek stretching from the mouth of Boulder Canyon to the eastern edge of town. Central Park land was acquired in 1906, and steadily the town purchased more lots and parcels from the railroad. Citizens gave gifts of land. Dr. and Mrs. William J. Baird donated 160 acres of their Gregory Canyon holdings in 1911. Hanna Barker and other citizens gave parcels of land. Boulder bought Arapaho Glacier after a battle with U.S. Park Service, which wanted to add it to Rocky Mountain National Park.




  A CITY VISION




  In 1908, the Boulder City Improvement Association hired Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., who was Harvard-educated in the new field of landscape architecture. Olmsted’s father had designed New York City’s Central Park. The city asked Olmsted how he thought the city could be improved “to help make it increasingly convenient, agreeable and generally satisfactory as a place in which to live and work?”




  Olmsted said Boulder should not arrange itself for the benefit of the tourists, “who hastily pass through . . . and often conducting themselves so as to interfere seriously with the comfort and welfare . . . of the permanent residents.” Olmsted was suspicious of developers, saying they were usually from out of town. He said that dirty industry only denigrates a community, and to keep it out of Boulder.




  On parks, he said, “As with the food we eat and the air we breathe, so the sights habitually before our eyes play an immense part of determining whether we feel cheerful, efficient and fit for life, or the contrary.” He was concerned with the “mental and nervous condition of the people.” Order was the goal, but “We aim at Order and hope for Beauty,” he said.




  He envisioned Boulder as a city of homes surrounded by small farms and gardens and advised preserving that feeling of “coziness and quiet attractiveness.” He recommended underground wiring and making the Boulder Creek floodplain into a park—“the cheapest way of handling the flood problem.” He said the sign of civilized society was the effectiveness of “police” powers to ensure good land use, and he recommended the city manager form of government. Boulderites liked what Olmsted said and, to a large extent, followed his advice.




  SLOW GROWTH, SOBERING LEGISLATION, WAR, AND DEPRESSION




  Apparently taking Olmsted’s advice to heart, Boulder became notable for its lack of industry except for the necessities: sawmills, lumberyards, blacksmith shops, brickyards, flour mills, a brewing company, and a foundry. Before World War I, Boulder’s biggest industry was Western Cutlery and Manufacturing Company. The CU student population had grown to 6,000, and small businesses began opening in the area around the university known as “The Hill.”




  By 1905, the economy was faltering, and Boulder counted heavily on tourism for city-sustaining income. What was needed, civic leaders decided, was a first-class hotel. Local business owners contributed to a fund to fill that need, and on December 30, 1908, the Hotel Boulderado invited Boulder to its grand opening. The hotel still welcomes a steady stream of visitors to downtown Boulder.




  By 1908, Boulder’s population was 10,000, including enough teetotalers to outlaw liquor 13 years before national Prohibition. Boulder remained “dry” from 1907 until 1967. During that period “liquor islands,” where people could purchase packaged goods, grew up outside the city limits. (Not until 1969 did it become legal to serve liquor in a public establishment; the Catacombs Bar in the Hotel Boulderado was the first to do so.)
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Utilities 184 308

Wholesale trade 2837 5372
Total 90997 159981
Unemployment Rate (September 2008) 46%
Source: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment; CU Business Research Division
Reported Crimes (2007) City of Boulder
Aggravated assault 154
Arson 40
Burglary 404
Larceny theft 1910
Motor vehicle theft %
Murder 1
Rape 37
Robbery 27
Total 2669

Source: City of Boulder
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City of Boulder 1238
Emerson Process Micro Motion 598
Source: Boulder County Business Report Book of Lists 2008
* Employees in Boulder County
Top 10 employers: Boulder County #Employees
University of Colorado 7,050
Boulder Valley School District 429
1BM 4000
St Vrain School District 3392
Ball Aerospace 3,000
Boulder Community Hospital 2380
Boulder County 1,684
Seagate 1,500
UCAR (University Corporation for
Atmospheric Research) 1339
Exempla Good Samaritan Medical Center 1310
Source: Boulder County Business Report Book of Lists 2008
Number of Employees by Industry (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County
Accommodation and food services 8522 14,608
Administrative and waste services 3306 6557
Agriculture, forestry, fish and hunting 55 348
Atts, entertainment, and recreation 1552 2532
Construction 1820 5638
Educational services 12,577 17,896
Finance and insurance 3432 4956
Health care and social assistance 7601 16649
Information 7124 9,174
Management of companies & enterprises 824 1615
Manufacturing 8,845 17843
Mining 74 892
Other services 2713 4277
Professional, scientific, technical services 12,933 2811
Public Administration 6456 7301
Real estate and rental and leasing 1516 2481
Retail trade 7966 16564
Transportation and warehousing 660 2,159
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Estimated Population (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County
Total Population 102,569 302525
Households 43,687 119,884

Average household size 235 252

Source: Denver Regional Council of Governments

Ethnicity City of Boulder Boulder County
Caucasian 93.4% 90.2%

Hispanic 70% 131%

Asian 45% 45%

African American 1.4% 0.8%

Native American 1.1% 1.2%

Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau

Other City of Boulder Boulder County
Median Age (2007) 30years 357 years
Median Household Income (2007) $52759 §63,257

Median Rent (2007) $888 5901

Median Sales Price - Single Family (8/07) $550,500
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Median Sales Price - Attached (8/07) $240,000

Average annual rainfall (2007) 17.13 inches
Average annual snowfall (2007) 855 inches
Mean temperature (2007) 52

Source: 2007 American Community Survey, NOAA (Weather data)

Marital Status (2007) City of Boulder Boulder County
Married 306% 47.2%
Single, never married 604% 406%
Divorced 71% 105%
Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau
Educational Attainment (25 years+) City of Boulder Boulder County
Didn'tfinish high school 40% 7.2%
Graduated high school 10.2% 15.8%
Some college or associate degree 17.7% 224%
Bachelor's or graduate degree 68.1% 546%
Source: 2007 American Community Survey, US Census Bureau
Other
brary Circulation - Boulder Library (2008) 1183717
University of Colorado enrollment (Fall 2008) 29,709
Boulder Valley Public Schools enroliment (2007-2008) 28490

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores for Boulder Valley students, 2008:

Verbal, 580 in Boulder Valley, 502 nationally

Mathematics, 594 in Boulder Valley, 515 nationally

American College Test (ACT) scores for Boulder County students, 2008:

222in Boulder Valley, 19.4 average

Source: City of Boulder, University of Colorado, Boulder Valley School District

Top 10 employers: City of Boulder #Employees

University of Colorado 7050

Boulder Valley School District 4296

1BM 4,000

Ball Aerospace 3,000

Boulder Community Hospital 2380
Boulder County 1,684

UCAR (University Corporation for

Atmospheric Research) 1,350

Covidien

1,300
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