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  Praise for the Fun with the Family series




  “Enables parents to turn family travel into an exploration.”


  —Alexandra Kennedy, Editor, Family Fun




  “Bound to lead you and your kids to fun-filled days, those times that help compose the memories of childhood.”


  —Dorothy Jordon, Family Travel Times




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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    All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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  To Josie, Julia and Mike, with whom life is a wondrous odyssey, and to my mom Judith, who finds adventure and beauty everywhere.
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  Preface




  Ask any Oregonian why she loves the state and she’ll likely mention the diversity of terrain: high deserts, beaches, mountains, rain forests, valleys, and rivers that offer a wealth of recreation. That variety makes Oregon a place to be enjoyed by people of all ages, interests, and abilities, but especially by families.




  A wilderness ethos is still alive in every part of the state, from the ranchers of eastern Oregon to the crabbers of the Oregon coast; from the foresters of southern Oregon to the Native American tribes who still fish the rivers; and from the Lewis and Clark legacy of the Gorge and Astoria to the descendants of Oregon Territory homesteaders who keep its history alive.




  At the same time, Oregon’s cities and towns boast culture and urban interests beyond their size. In even some of the smallest towns, you’ll find impressive arts performances, unique shopping, fascinating museums and history centers, and world-class restaurants.




  In fact, there’s so much to do that it can be overwhelming to know where to start, what to see, or how to spend a couple days or hours in any given locale. Though the Web is bursting with information, it’s difficult to distinguish which experiences are worth a visit and how to prioritize if you don’t have much time. Like having a friend in every corner of this state, this book offers insider advice to help you easily take advantage of the bounty that Oregon offers families.




  This sixth edition is significantly updated with new listings for must-visit attractions and events, lodging, and restaurants. Though some of the key spots remain the same—places like Crater Lake and Cannon Beach, and events like the Pendleton Round-Up and the Oregon Country Fair—there are always interesting new finds popping up, and of course Oregon’s incredibly active dining landscape is constantly evolving. On top of that, the fluctuating economy has created dramatic changes in some areas of the state in recent years, making older guidebooks less reliable. We’ve also added website addresses so you can find more information quickly, and reorganized some sections to make it easier to get the most out of the time you have in any one area.




  

    Sources for Oregon Information




    




    Travel Oregon: (800) 547-7842; www.traveloregon.com.




    Welcome to Oregon website: www.el.com/to/oregon. This site also has city pages with links to various local attractions.




    State Park Campsite Reservations and Information: (800) 452-5687 for reservations; (800) 551-6949 for general information; www.oregonstateparks.org.




    Bureau of Land Management in Oregon: www.or.blm.gov/recreation.htm


  




  

    Junior Rangers




    




    The Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department likes to keep kids interested in nature, and its Junior Ranger program provides activities to help stimulate the imagination while teaching kids to protect and enjoy our natural resources. Children ages 6 to 12 can participate in programs offered at most campgrounds and selected day-use parks that have staff or hosts on hand. Find a complete list of sites and details about activities at www.oregonstateparks.org/juniorrangers.php, or call the general information line at (800) 551-6949.


  




  Take advantage of visitor bureaus and chamber offices. The staff in these organizations are inevitably helpful and personable, and they are usually ready to provide suggestions on the best places to eat, stay overnight, or visit. And since Oregonians are notoriously friendly, you’ll get lots of additional insider tips by striking up conversations with locals wherever you go.




  I grew up road-tripping around this state, hiking its forests, driving its back roads, and playing in its icy ocean waters till my feet turned blue. Even so, I was amazed how many surprises awaited me as I researched this edition. There is no end to the family fun contained in this state. Oregon is a dynamic place, solidly steeped in a rich history but also constantly percolating with new opportunities for adventure.




  —Sarah Pagliasotti




  Introduction




  I’ve lived in Oregon most of my life and have always marveled at the variety to be found in this state—ocean, mountains, gently rolling pastures, verdant valleys, giant old-growth forests, sagebrush deserts, mesas and canyon lands, and wide stretches of volcanic wasteland. The opportunities for family adventure are just as varied and vast as the landscapes.




  Oregon has far more attractions, amusements, and family fun opportunities than can possibly be covered in a book this size, but in the following pages I’ve included those that have stood the test of time—or the test of my daughters.




  In addition to the specific attractions listed in the book, here are some ideas for family fun in just about any town in Oregon:




  

    	Head over to family swim time at the local pool.




    	Visit the police department, fire station, and city or county government center or courthouse (call first to see if they’ll give you a tour).




    	Join family hour at the roller-skating rink.




    	Grab a lane at the bowling alley (most now have inflatable gutter guards to help little ones play).




    	Tour a recycling center, local industry, fast-food franchise restaurant, hospital, post office, or television or radio station (call in advance).




    	Visit a U-pick farm and gather berries, beans, or whatever’s in season.




    	In winter grab your mittens and scarves, don your warmest coats, and head for the nearest snow hill with sleds, inner tubes, or just a cardboard box.




    	In summer find a swimming hole at the nearest stream, river, or lake (there are plenty in just about every corner of Oregon).




    	Find a wide open space (no overhead wires and few trees) where you can fly a kite on a windy day.
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  The following three price tables illustrate the price ranges that the dollar symbols represent. Rates for accommodations are for a one-night stay; rates for attractions are the price per person for adults and children; and rates for restaurants are the average cost of a single menu selection without beverages. Prices do not include tax or tip. All prices and hours of operation are subject to change, so be sure to call ahead before embarking on your adventure.




  Rates for Accommodations




  

    

      	$



      	Less than $60

    




    

      	$$



      	$60 to $80

    




    

      	$$$



      	$80 to $100

    




    

      	$$$$



      	More than $100

    


  




  Rates for Restaurants




  

    

      	$



      	Most selections less than $6

    




    

      	$$



      	$6 to $10

    




    

      	$$$



      	$11 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	More than $20

    


  




  Rates for Attractions




  

    

      	$



      	Less than $6

    




    

      	$$



      	$6 to $11

    




    

      	$$$



      	$11 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	More than $20

    


  




  Attractions Key




  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.
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The North & Central Coasts
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  Oregon’s Pacific Coast National Scenic Byway (US 101) follows the entire 400-mile coastal edge. With few exceptions, it’s hard to go even 10 miles without finding a scenic, historic, or just plain fascinating spot. It was along these shores that Captain James Cook landed in 1778 and discovered the bounty of animals that sparked the Northwest’s fur trade. Less than three decades later, Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery set up Fort Clatsop as a base camp from which to explore the region for Thomas Jefferson. And in 1942 a Japanese submarine fired shells at Fort Stevens, making it the only spot on the continental United States to receive enemy fire since the War of 1812. So although you could drive the North and Central Coast’s roughly 160 miles in a day, you wouldn’t want to. To get a sense of the whole, plan at least four days to explore the many parks, waysides, lighthouses, and public beaches found along the stretch between Astoria and Yachats. Thanks to the foresight of the state legislature and the leadership of the late governor Tom McCall, who in 1967 enacted the Beach Bill, which made it so all of Oregon’s beaches are open to the public.




  In summer, traffic on US 101 sometimes seems to crawl in the early afternoon. Try leaving for your destination by 9 a.m. to avoid waiting in traffic or in lines at tourist attractions. During the fall and winter, the coastal highway is less congested, lines shrink in restaurants and on beaches, and life gets a little more laid-back. Take advantage of off-season rates to enjoy some of the more luxurious lodgings. Stroll through one of many amazing coastal bookshops to find a great read, then curl up in your room by the fire and enjoy the music of the waves while you relax. Winter is also the best time to view the gray whale migration and to visit the many historical museums that enrich Oregon’s coastal communities.




  This region provides the backdrop for all kinds of spontaneous family fun that doesn’t require you to schlep any of the “stuff” that families usually seem to need. Most Oregon beaches have a built-in toybox in rocks, driftwood, and other natural tidbits. But a few helpful props can extend the fun: Frisbees, simple pails with shovels for building sand castles and digging clams, blankets for relaxing on the sand and towels for drying off, plus spare clothes to change into after a day spent tangoing with the waves.
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  In several places along the coast, the position of the tide will make a difference in both enjoyment and safety. Pick up a tide table when you get to the area and use it to plan your tide-pooling, beachcombing, and hiking to ensure the maximum fun for your family.




  Safe Fun on the Beach




  Keep in mind the following guidelines for beach safety and conservation. “Sneaker” or “rogue” waves are especially dangerous in areas such as jetties and rocky headlands where obstructions cause waves to crash with greater force. Riptides and undertows can pull children as well as adults underwater and out to sea.




  Driftwood also can present dangers. If you see a log drifting in the surf, stay well away, and keep away from piles of logs on shore when waves are nearby. It’s legal to build fires on the beach, but remember: Never build a fire in a large pile of driftwood or near grassy slopes that could keep burning after you leave. Before you go, douse the fire with water or wet sand. Don’t bury hot coals, because someone walking along shortly after you’ve gone could be burned. More safety tips can be found online at www.visittheoregoncoast.com; click on “Beach Safety.”




  Preserving the Coast for Everyone




  The Oregon coast is a popular destination for tourists because of its natural beauty and the many recreational opportunities to enjoy along its shores. Explain to your children the importance of leaving everything as they find it. As the saying goes, take nothing with you but memories; leave nothing but your footprints in the sand.




  The North Coast




  Astoria




  




  Astoria was the first settlement west of the Rocky Mountains, famous for being the place where Lewis and Clark ended their 3,700-mile journey. It remains an important shipping port. Huge ships pass daily under the bridge that crosses the 4.1-mile-wide Columbia River to Washington. On the waterfront you’ll find piers to walk on and shops to browse in. At Smith Point you can watch the shipping activity from a large viewing deck just west of Pier 1. Kids love watching the enormous cranes at work, lifting whole railroad cars onto ships that make everything else in the vicinity seem minuscule.




  

    Take a Stroll




    




    The Riverfront Walkway at the historic Astoria Waterfront features an ever-changing parade of sea lions, birds, freighters, tugboats, and fishing vessels. It’s the perfect place for a predinner walk with your active toddlers and preschoolers.


  




  

    Top Astoria Events




    




    April




    Astoria-Warrenton Crab & Seafood Festival. This celebration of the sea’s bounty is held at Hammond Mooring Basin.




    June




    Scandinavian Midsummer Festival. This festival includes dances, food and craft booths, a beer garden, and performances by traditionally garbed singers and dancers. www.astoriascanfest.com.




    June through July




    Astoria Music Festival. This festival is held at the historic Liberty Theater in downtown Astoria and is sponsored by River Theater. (503) 325-7487.




    August




    Clatsop County Fair. The fair is located in the Astoria fairgrounds and features carnival rides, games, exhibitions, and a tempting array of foods. (503) 325-4600; http://clatsopfairgrounds.com.




    Astoria Regatta. The century-old regatta is a week full of activities along the waterfront. Kids enjoy the demolition derby, Coast Guard drills, and boat races. www.astoriaregatta.org.




    October




    Fort Stevens War Reenactment. People in period costumes reenact battles and camp life at the Fort Stevens Historic Area. (503) 861-2000; www.nwcwc.org/fortstevens.html.




    Great Columbia Crossing. Join the thousands who walk or run across the Columbia River over the 4.1-mile Astoria-Megler Bridge. Trek to the challenging midpoint at 205 feet above the ocean or catch a free pickup along the way. www.greatcolumbiacrossing.com.
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    November




    St. Lucia Festival of Lights. The festival, held the day after Thanksgiving, celebrates the holiday season with an evening program honoring St. Lucia and featuring a dance. For information on Astoria events, call (800) 875-6807 or (503) 325-6311 or visit www.oldoregon.com.


  






   
	Astoria Column (ages 5 and up)
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  Reach Coxcomb Hill by driving south on Jerome Avenue and turning east onto 15th Avenue; then continue to the park entrance at Coxcomb; (503) 325-2963; www.astoriacolumn.org. Open daily dawn to dusk. $1 per car donation.




  Built in 1926 for $32,550, this 125-foot landmark tower standing on Coxcomb Hill, 600 feet above the town, is a favorite with children. The mural painted on the monument’s outside walls tells the history of the area as it spirals upward. To get a good view of the other community landmarks, climb the 164 winding steps.






   
	Heritage Museum (ages 8 and up)
 	[image: image]







  1618 Exchange St.; (503) 325-2203; www.cumtux.org. Open daily may through Sept 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tues through Sat Oct through Apr 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $ adults and children ages 6 to 17, under 6 free.




  The museum, run by the Clatsop County Historical Society, is housed in the 1904 City Hall. The exhibits encompass all ingredients of the area’s history—Native Americans, fur traders, pioneer settlers, geology and natural history, and timber and maritime industries, while the Emigrants’ Gallery gives a feel for what it was like to start a new life here.






   
	Flavel House (ages 8 and up)
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  Eighth and Duane Streets; (503) 325-2203; www.cumtux.org. Open daily May through Sept 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct through Apr 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $ adults and children ages 6 to 17; $$$ family (up to 3 adults and 4 children).




  The Flavel House was built in 1885–87 by Captain George Flavel, the state’s best-known Columbia River bar pilot. You’ll start your tour in the rehabilitated Carriage House, which is now an interpretive center, and end in the regal home, one of the best-preserved examples of Queen Anne architecture in the Northwest.




  Fun   Fact [image: image]




  

    The Astoria Column is the only large piece of memorial architecture made of reinforced concrete. It was patterned after the famous Trajan’s Column in Rome. The pictorial frieze illustrates the history of the Northwest Territory, from its discovery by Captain Gray to the arrival of the Great Northern Railroad.


  






   
	Uppertown Fire Fighters Museum and Astoria Children’s Museum (ages 5 and up)
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  30th Street and Marine Drive; (503) 325-2203; www.cumtux.org. Open Sun 1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment. Free (donations accepted).




  There’s lots of kid appeal here, including an extensive collection of old firefighting equipment and a horse-drawn fire wagon in use here in 1877.






   
	Astoria Aquatic Center (all ages)
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  20th Street and Marine Drive; (503) 325-7027; www.astoriaparks.com. Open daily; call for swim times. $$ adults, $ children ages 2 to 17, $$$ family, under 2 free.




  Opened in 1998, the Aquatic Center has 4 pools filled with nearly 200,000 gallons of water. Locker rooms are available for men and women, and parents with small children will appreciate the family changing rooms. The center also has a weight room, concession stand, waterslide, and “lazy river.”






   
	Columbia River Maritime Museum (ages 5 and up)
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  17th Street and Marine Drive; (503) 325-2323; www.crmm.org. Open daily 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. $$ adults, $ children ages 6 to 17, under 6 free.




  Founded in 1962, the museum was recently renovated, adding interactive exhibits and oral histories that bring maritime history to life—including a new exhibit on the dangerous Columbia crossing and a map of the shipwrecks it has caused. The museum houses many miniature ships and several full-size vessels, including a WWII navy destroyer. Call for information on monthly children’s programs.






   
	Fort Clatsop National Memorial (all ages)
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  92343 Fort Clatsop Rd.; (503) 861-2471; www.nps.gov/lewi. Open daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in summer and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in winter. Closed Dec 25. $.




  Transport your kids back to the early 19th century with a visit to Fort Clatsop, which contains an exact replica of the stockade used by explorers Lewis and Clark when they led their Corps of Discovery into this area in 1805.




  Fun   Fact [image: image]




  

    The Columbia River bar is one of the most dangerous crossings in the world. When oceangoing vessels arrive at the river, they rely on the expert local river pilots to guide them across the bar.


  




  

    An Adventure to Remember




    




    Fort Clatsop National Memorial gives a lively lesson in 19th-century history and many rich details about the courageous Lewis and Clark expedition. From mid-June through Labor Day, buckskin-clad rangers demonstrate the art of candle making and canoe building and describe the trials of the 33-member party who camped here in the winter of 1805–06. A replica of the explorers’ 50-foot-by-50-foot fort is the centerpiece of this 125-acre park. The rustic fort, a historic canoe landing, and a natural spring are surrounded by lush coastal forests and wetlands that merge with the Columbia River estuary. There is a visitor center with exhibits and audiovisual programs. Walking trails, which connect the visitor center, fort, and canoe landing, are about 1 mile in length and easy for preschoolers to navigate. For heartier legs, follow the path the Corps of Discovery made from the fort to the ocean. The 6½-mile Fort to Sea Trail starts at the visitor center, up a gentle hill where you can glimpse the ocean, then under Highway 101 and on to the shore. If you don’t want to hike back, Warrenton’s Old Gray Cab Company (503-861-1735) offers drop off and/or pickup. Allow at least one to two hours to visit Fort Clatsop.


  




  



   
	Fort Stevens State Park and Fort Stevens Historic Area (all ages)
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  Located 10 miles west of Astoria off US 101 at 100 Peter Iredale Rd.; (800) 551-6949 or (503) 861-3170, (800) 452-5687 for reservations; www.oregonstateparks.org. Historic area open daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in summer and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. the rest of the year. Park hours vary. $ daily use fee or $$$$ annual permit for all state park day-use areas. Underground tours available in summer for a nominal fee; call (503) 861-2000.




  Fort Stevens State Park and the adjacent Fort Stevens Historic Area, which stretch north to the mouth of the Columbia River at Clatsop Spit, are well worth a visit, especially in the summer months, when living history programs are offered.




  Fort Stevens State Park encompasses sandy beaches, wetlands, forested areas of spruce and pine, and several shallow lakes. Follow a short trail to where the Columbia River meets the Pacific for an awe-inspiring view. The largest of these, Coffenbury Lake, is popular with sailboarders, hikers, swimmers, and anglers. You can circle the lake on a 2-mile trail. The park’s 8-mile system of paved bicycle trails is a real treat for parents with active children.




  Fort Stevens Historic Area is the only mainland military installation to receive enemy fire since the War of 1812. An interpretive center displays photographs of the fort’s guns in action. Access to the still-visible 1906 shipwreck of the four-masted British ship Peter Iredale is through the park campground, at the end of a 1-mile road and a trail that both lead to the beach.




  Fun   Fact [image: image]




  

    On December 8, 1805, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set up their winter quarters at Fort Clatsop, where they began preparations for the trip home. On December 28 Lewis and Clark sent five men to find a site for mining salt along the seacoast. Five days later the men set up camp at a site 15 miles southwest of the fort. The stones they stacked to create a furnace are all that remain of the site, and their authenticity was documented by the Oregon Historical Society in 1900. To reach the saltworks site, turn west on Avenue G from US 101 and follow the green signs to South Beach Drive and Lewis & Clark Way. Find out more at www.lewisandclarktrail.com.


  






   
	Astoria Riverfront Trolley (ages 3 and up)
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  On the Columbia riverfront between the Port of Astoria and the East End Mooring Basin; (503) 325-8790; www.oldoregon.com. Summer hours vary; generally 3 to 9 p.m. weekdays and noon to 9 p.m. weekends. $.




  Old Number 300, built in 1913 and restored as part of a long-term loan from the San Antonio Museum of Art, now carries passengers along the riverfront. A sheltered deck at the end of Sixth Street and the dock at 17th Street provide views of the river and two Coast Guard cutters. The 14th Street ferry dock includes interpretive displays.






   
	Columbia River Eco Tours (all ages)
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  Located at Slip D-7 at the west-end marina adjacent to the Red Lion Inn; (503) 325-8790; www.columbiariverecotours.com. Call or go online for required reservations. Tours of the lower estuary and Cape Disappointment “Graveyard of the Pacific” or of the upper estuary and Lewis & Clark Wildlife Refuge.




  Captain Chris uses his love of the ocean and degree in oceanography to provide fully narrated tours exploring the rich local history and wildlife of the lower Columbia River estuary. Daily tours at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., or as requested. Sunset cruises at 7 p.m.




  Seaside




  




  Seaside has been a haven for families since pioneer settlers in the Tillamook Bay area stopped over for a rest on their way home from Portland. In 1920 Seaside built the Promenade, now a pedestrian walkway atop a concrete wall, paralleling an 8,000-foot stretch of beach. At the center of the Promenade, or Prom, the Turnaround marks the point where Lewis and Clark ended their westward journey.




  From the Turnaround, Broadway is lined with amusements such as bumper cars, shooting galleries, and video arcades. Locals refer to this street as “Million Dollar Walk,” no doubt because of the millions of quarters that kids have wheedled out of their parents over the years.






   
	Seaside Aquarium (all ages)
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  200 N. Promenade; (503) 738-6211; www.seasideaquarium.com. Open daily at 9 a.m.; call or check the website for closing times. $$ adults, $ ages 6 to 13, $$$$ family (up to 6 people), under 6 free.




  Established in 1937, the aquarium is one of the oldest on the West Coast and is home to a room full of rowdy harbor seals. You can buy a bag of fish to throw to the barking, baying bunch. Touch tanks give kids an opportunity to get close to the tide pool denizens. There’s also a rubbing table and an interpretive center.




  

    Top Seaside Events




    




    January




    Barbershop Cabaret Show. A festival of surprisingly hip and modern music, barbershop-quartet-style. (503) 738-3311; www.seasidechamber.com.




    July




    July 4th Celebration. Independence Day, coastal style. A parade, old-fashioned social, and fireworks on the beach. (503) 738-3311; www.seasidechamber.com.




    Miss Oregon Pageant. This annual event charms many families who have never witnessed a beauty pageant live. (503) 738-9413.




    Prom Walk & Beach Run. This midsummer event includes sand games and a Kids Downtown Bash.




    August




    Salt Makers Return. Experts in period costumes camp on the beach and re-create the salt-making efforts of Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery. They’ll also answer your questions in character. (503) 738-7065; www.seasidemuseum.org.
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    September




    Lewis & Clark Kite Exposition. Watch amazing stunt-kite demonstrations or try your hand at kite flying.


  




  

    Seaside Amusements (ages 6 and up)




    




    Amusement rides and arcades are found along Broadway—bumper cars, a carousel, and video arcades. A few miles south of town off US 101, you’ll find miniature golf and go-karts. In addition, more fun can be found at these locations:




    

      	
Outdoor Fun For All. 407 S. Holladay Dr.; (503) 738-8447. Electric or standard bikes, lowriders, surreys, kayaks, and electric cars.




      	
Interstate Amusement Co. 110 Broadway; (503) 738-5540. Bumper cars, Tilt-A-Whirl, miniature golf, ice cream, and snacks. Non-summer hours vary widely.




      	
Seaside Helicopters. Just south of Seaside on US 101; (503) 738-7435; www.seaside-helicopters.com.




      	
Funland Entertainment Center. 201 Broadway; (503) 738-7361. Saltwater aquarium, video games, pinball, shooting gallery, air hockey, pizza restaurant, and big-screen TV.




      	
Carousel Mall. 300 Broadway; (503) 738-6728. Snacks and shops (such as Under the Big Top Toys) surround an indoor carousel.




      	
Sunset Empire Park & Recreation. 1140 Broadway; (503) 738-3311. Year-round swimming pool, spa, skate park and playground equipment.




      	
Faraway Farms (ages 10 and under). On Hamlet Road off US 101, immediately south of Seaside; (503) 738-6336. Call for appointments and prices.


    


  






   
	The Seaside Museum and Historical Society (ages 5 and up)
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  570 Necanicum Dr. at Fifth Street; (503) 738-7065; www.seasidemuseum.org. Open Mon through Sat May through Sept 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Oct through Apr 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $ adults and kids, 6 and under free.




  Lewis and Clark exhibits, along with Native American displays and depictions of the town’s development as the ultimate family beach resort, charm parents and children alike. Kids love the photographs of Seaside’s early bathing beauties. Butterfield Cottage depicts a rooming house from 1912.






   
	Prom Bike Shop (all ages)
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  622 12th Ave.; (503) 738-8251; www.prombikeshop.com. Open daily 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Rental prices vary.




  Explore Seaside on wheels—bicycles or in-line skates. You’ll be amazed at the variety of transportation modes available from this rental shop—bikes, tandems, adult two-seater trikes, infant seats, strollers, skates, Rollerblades, scooters, and surreys (four-person pedal carts).
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	Broadway Park (all ages)
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  Located off Broadway at the east end of town along the banks of Neawanna Creek; (800) 444-6740. Free.




  You’ll find covered picnic shelters and plenty of games for your family to play here. In summer, as part of Lewis and Clark historical reenactments, you can participate in the forgotten art of salt making on the beach (at the end of Avenue U).






   
	Goodman Park (all ages)
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  (800) 444-6740. Free.




  Next to the 12th Avenue bridge you’ll find an entertaining space with swings, picnic area, and skate park, plus a locally famous salmon mural re-created from 34,000 tiles salvaged from its original 1960s location. Locals come here for easy crabbing access.




  Cannon Beach




  




  Cannon Beach, like Rockaway Beach to the south, developed as a resort community. The town combines quaint old-time charm with a thriving cultural community, good restaurants, and interesting shops—all within view of the most picturesque stretches of beach in the state.






   
	Haystack Rock (ages 5 and up)
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  One-half mile south of Cannon Beach off US 101; (503) 436-2623; www.cannonbeach.org (click on “Haystack Rock”). Always open, though cut off from land at high tide. Free.




  This ocean landmark has graced many a calendar and coffee-table book. A designated marine garden and bird sanctuary, the 235-foot Cannon Beach Haystack is one of the world’s largest freestanding monoliths. Enjoy the tide pools around its base, which are accessible at low tide. In summer, interpretive guides are on hand to help identify the many marine species visible at low tide.






   
	Ecola State Park (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Two miles north of Cannon Beach just off US 101; (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Open until dusk. Summer day-use fee $ or $$$$ annual state park pass.




  This day-use area provides an incredible view from the picnic tables, where brazen seagulls will beg your kids for handouts. Children love exploring Indian Beach, a tiny cove littered with driftwood and rocks.






   
	Cannon Beach History Center and Museum (ages 5 and up)
 	[image: image]







  387 S. Spruce St.; (503) 436-9301; www.cbhistory.org. Open daily except Tues 1 to 5 p.m. Free.




  Relive the anxiety of the World War II blackouts or the terror of the 1964 tsunami that hit Cannon Beach. Learn about the history of the area through visual and hands-on exhibits including a Native American longhouse.






   
	Sea Ranch Stables (ages 10 and up)
 	[image: image]







  415 Fir St. at the back of Sea Ranch RV Park; (503) 436-2815; www.cannon-beach.net/searanch. Rides offered daily mid-June through Labor Day, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $$$$ (prices vary by length of ride, 45 minutes to multiple hours).




  Reservations must be made in person at the stables. All rides are led by competent, experienced guides who strive to make each trip enjoyable and memorable. Horses are not available to take out on your own. Reservations are recommended, but walk-ins are welcome on a first-come, first-served basis. Rides vary from trips to Haystack Rock to special night excursions.




  

    Top Cannon Beach Events




    




    June




    Cannon Beach Sand Castle Day. Bring your sand-carving tools to this international event that offers cash prizes. (503) 436-2623, ext. 3; www.cannonbeach.org.




    July through Labor Day




    Sunday Concerts in the Park. Cannon Beach City Park, Second and Spruce Streets. Bring a picnic, spread out a blanket, and kick back and enjoy the music. (503) 436-0744; www.cannonbeach.org.




    October




    Annual Dog Show on the Beach. No Kennel Club credentials needed: with categories like “So Ugly You’re Cute,” Frisbee Catch, and Best Trick, it’s a surefire family hit. (800) 547-6100; www.surfsand.com/pets.




    All Year




    Coaster Theatre. 108 N. Hemlock. This theater company hosts many productions with kids in mind. (503) 436-1242; www.coastertheatre.com.


  




  

    Other Things to See & Do in Cannon Beach




    




    It’s almost impossible to visit Cannon Beach without wandering through its many attractive stores. Kids can buy trinkets and treasures at Geppetto’s Toy Shoppe, 200 N. Hemlock St. (503-436-2467), or experience some science fun at the ExploraStore, 1315 S. Hemlock St. (503-436-1844). You might even lure the children through some of the many art galleries in town with the promise of a stop at Bruce’s Candy Kitchen, 256 N. Hemlock St, (503-436-2641), where watching the taffy-pulling machines is mouthwatering, or the Picnic Basket, 144 N. Hemlock St. (503-436-1470), where kids can enjoy ice cream cones while you get a lift from a shot of espresso.


  






   
	Mike’s Bike Shop (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  West of City Park on Spruce Street; (503) 436-1266 or (800) 492-1266; www.mikesbike.com. $$ to $$$ per hour; $$$$ weekly rates. Open daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. mid-Mar through mid-Sept, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily the rest of the year.




  You can rent bikes for all ages (infant trailers or bike seats for kids under 3)—mountain bikes, tandems, and the classic whitewall “cruisers,” as well as recumbent tricycles that are great for use on the beach (only available during low tide). Younger children pedal their own tagalong “bikes” attached behind Mom or Dad. Mike’s even rents strollers for use around town when the little ones are worn out.




  Fun   Fact [image: image]




  

    Just a few miles north of Cannon Beach at the US 101 and Highway 26 junction is what used to be the world’s tallest Sitka spruce: a 216-foot-high tree with a trunk 52 feet in circumference located in an old-growth fir and spruce forest in Klootchy Creek Park. A violent 2008 storm snapped the tree, which is believed to be more than seven centuries old, almost in half. The stump is still living and has retained the tree’s designation as Oregon’s first Heritage Tree, and fans still visit to watch its progress as new branches emerge and the top half, left lying on the ground, becomes a humongous nurse log.


  






   
	Hug Point State Recreation Site (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Located 5 miles south of Cannon Beach off US 101; (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Always open. Free.




  This park, named for the way pioneers traveling the beach “highway” had to hug the point at low tide in order to pass, has caves and sections of the old road carved out of rock to explore, though these are cut off when the tide comes in.




  Manzanita




  




  One of the most delightful beaches on this stretch of the north coast is the lesser-known Manzanita, a small community that sits a few miles off US 101. Walk the beach in relative solitude, or blend the sound of pounding horse hooves with the pounding surf on a horseback ride along the shore (call Pearl Creek Stables at 503-368-5267). The solitude makes this a nice place to stay. Cafes, a few stores, and a small library are all nearby when you want to wander away from the beach.






   
	Neahkahnie Mountain (ages 8 and up)
 	[image: image]







  The trailhead is ½ mile off US 101, 1½ miles north of Manzanita to hiker sign; turn east on rocky access road ½ mile to trailhead. Neahkahnie Mountain is in Oswald West State Park, which stretches to the north beyond Cape Falcon and Smuggler’s Cove; (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Free.




  To get a bird’s-eye view of the beach and bay, walk to the top of Neahkahnie Mountain, which rises 1,631 feet above the surf. The 1½-mile trail takes you through forest and, in spring, beautiful wildflower meadows. Legend tells of buried treasure on the mountain, an enticing tidbit to entertain kids along the way. During World War II a Coast Guard sentry watched from the mountaintop for invaders. Allow an hour to get to the rocky summit, where children must use caution.




  

    Fishing in Nehalem Bay




    




    Nehalem Bay, according to locals, is one of the richest estuaries for both clamming and crabbing. If you don’t have your own equipment, the following outlets can get you set up with buckets, shovels, and such.




    Nehalem Bay fisheries (ages 10 and up). Rent crab rings or clam shovels as well as boats and motors from either of these fisheries:




    Brighton Marina. 29200 N. US 101, 3½ miles south of Wheeler; (503) 368-5745. Call for hours. $$ for baited crab ring rentals to use on the dock. Boat rentals $$$$ for 3 hours and 3 baited crab rings.




    Wheeler Marina. 278 Marina Dr., 2 miles south of Nehalem off US 101; (503) 368-5780. Call for hours. Boat rental $$$$ per hour; $ for crab rings; $ for bait. They also rent kayaks and will give you a short lesson on paddling around Nehalem Bay estuary.


  






   
	Oswald West State Park (ages 5 and up)
 	[image: image]







  Located 10 miles south of Cannon Beach off US 101; (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Free.




  Strewn with red needles, the path through this enchanting rain forest is so peaceful that you can easily forget the ocean waves crashing on the cape just beyond. The trees form such a dense canopy that even if it’s raining, you’ll hardly notice. From the Short Sand Beach parking lot, follow a trail that parallels Short Sand Creek to where it merges with Necarney Creek at the ocean shore.




  Rockaway Beach & Garibaldi




  




  Rockaway and Garibaldi are small towns whose livelihoods depend on the sea, but in very different ways. Rockaway grew up as a resort community, while Garibaldi, one of the earliest settlements on the coast, is very much a working community.






   
	Garibaldi Marina and Boat Rentals (ages 8 and up)
 	[image: image]







  302 Mooring Basin Rd.; (800) 383-3828 or (503) 322-3312. Open daily 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. $ for crab ring rentals; $$$$ for 3-hour boat rentals, $$ each additional hour.




  Rent crab rings at the Garibaldi Marina and catch your own appetizers. Boat rentals let you get out on the bay, and charters are available for deep-sea fishing.






   
	Barview Jetty County Campground (ages 8 and up)
 	[image: image]







  Located just north of Garibaldi off US 101; (503) 322-3522, (503) 322-0301 (chamber); www.co.tillamook.or.us/gov/parks/Campgrounds. Always open. Free for day use; $ camping.




  This 160-acre park is a great place for surf fishing, and the beach to the north of the jetty gives the kids a place to roam. Campsites available year-round.




  Fun   Fact [image: image]




  

    Garibaldi was once the site of a Tillamook Indian whaling village. It was later explored by Captains Drake, Meares, and Cook and became a major lumber port and fishing village.


  




  Oregon Coast Scenic Railroad (all ages)




  403 American Way off US 101; (503) 842-7972; www.ocsr.net. Memorial Day through Sept, day trips leave weekends from Garibaldi at noon, 2 p.m., and 4 p.m. and from Rockaway Beach at 1 and 3 p.m.




  Step back in time along the scenic Oregon coastline by riding the rail behind a 1910 Heisler steam locomotive. Call or check the website for sunset dinner trains (3 hours round-trip) and special excursions year-round.






   
	Memorial Lumberman’s Park (ages 5 and up)
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  Third and American Streets, Garibaldi; (503) 322-0301. Always open. Free.




  [image: image]




  For a picnic and a bit of local industrial history, stop by this park. Old logging donkeys and railroad equipment placed throughout the park invite children to climb.




  

    Oregon Coast Pass




    




    This multiagency pass covers entry, vehicle parking, and day-use fees at all state and federal fee sites along the entire Oregon coast. You can buy an annual pass valid for the calendar year for $35 or a 5-day pass for $10. For more information or to purchase your annual pass by phone, call the Oregon State Parks Information Center at (800) 551-6949.




    The passport covers entry for the following locations:




    

      	Fort Stevens State Park




      	Ecola State Park




      	Nehalem Bay State Park




      	Cape Lookout State Park




      	Fogarty Creek State Recreation Area




      	Heceta Head Lighthouse Viewpoint




      	Honeyman State Park




      	Shore Acres State Park




      	Fort Clatsop National Memorial




      	Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area




      	Sutton Recreation Area




      	Cape Perpetua Scenic Area




      	Sand Lake Recreation Area




      	Marys Peak Recreation Area




      	Drift Creek Falls Trail




      	Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area




      	Hebo Lake


    


  




  

    Top Rockaway Beach & Garibaldi Events




    




    May




    Rockaway Kite Festival. During the day kids get help from the Oregon Kiters Association in making their own kites. A teddy bear drop and hobby horse races add to lots of family-oriented fun. When the weather’s right, a lighted kite flight in the evening requires blankets for snuggling together on the beach.




    July




    Garibaldi Days Festival. Includes fishing derby, crabbing derby, antique car show, dancing in the street, parade, and children’s games in the park. (503) 322-0301.


  




  Tillamook




  




  Most Oregonians know about Tillamook, if only because of the delicious cheddar cheese to be found in every grocery store cold case. Tillamook is a small community, well inland from the ocean but enjoying the generally mild climate associated with the coast.






   
	Tillamook Cheese Factory (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  4175 US 101 N; (503) 815-1300; www.tillamookcheese.com. Open daily 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in summer; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. the rest of the year. Free.




  The Tillamook Cheese Factory is a favorite for all ages, with its free offerings of cheese samples. Be sure to take a quick tour to learn about the cheese-making process. Then stop by the deli to purchase a variety of packaged cheeses for vacation snacks or to send home, or choose from up to 40 flavors of Tillamook ice cream.






   
	Blue Heron Cheese and Wine Company (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Located 1 mile north of Tillamook off US 101; (503) 842-8281 or (800) 275-0639; www.blueheronoregon.com. Summer hours 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; winter hours 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.




  Blue Heron is a less well-known (and less crowded) cheese company in the area that offers delicious samples of creamy Bries as well as home-smoked sausages. Blue Heron sells its products at an on-site deli-restaurant. Have a snack, then head for the petting farm on the premises, filled with goats, emu, llamas, rabbits, cows, and sheep.






   
	Tillamook County Pioneer Museum (ages 5 and up)
 	[image: image]







  2106 Second St.; (503) 842-4553; www.tcpm.com. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $ adults and kids 10 to 17, under 10 free.




  

    Money-Saving Travel Tips




    




    

      	Be sure to ask if a complimentary breakfast is included in the hotel rate. Enjoying a simple continental breakfast with the children in the room is often more relaxing than dining out first thing in the morning.




      	A room with a small refrigerator saves money when you load it up with fruit, juice, and yogurt for the kids to snack on.


    


  




  This large museum contains more than 35,000 artifacts of pioneers and Native Americans who lived in this area and features a replica of the original stump house where Tillamook’s first settler lived.






   
	Tillamook Air Museum (ages 5 and up)
 	[image: image]







  6030 Hangar Rd., 2 miles south of Tillamook off US 101; (503) 842-1130; www.tillamookair.com. Open daily year-round 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults $$, children 6 to 17 $, under 6 free.




  This museum is enclosed inside a World War II blimp hangar, with fighter planes and blimps that are fascinating for kids. The largest clear-span wood building in the world, the hangar is as wide as a football field is long and stretches 1,072 feet from end to end. The ceiling is 15 stories high—195 feet—making everything inside seem tiny by comparison. The hangar housed blimps that patrolled the ocean for enemy submarines during the war.






   
	Cape Lookout State Park (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Located 12 miles southwest of Tillamook on Whiskey Creek Road; (800) 551-6949 or (503) 842-3182; (800) 452-5687 for camping reservations; www.oregonstateparks.org. Open daily year-round; $ day-use fee.




  This is part of the Three Capes Loop drive, which takes you off US 101 for about 35 miles between Tillamook and Neskowin to view three outstanding natural areas. The park extends north along the Netarts Spit, which forms the boundary of Netarts Bay. Many campsites have ocean views or direct beach access. Yurts—canvas-walled circular buildings—and tepees are available to campers who aren’t traveling with their own tents, but weekend reservations fill up fast, so if you’re planning to stay here, reserve early!






   
	Cape Meares State Scenic Viewpoint (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Located 9 miles northwest of Tillamook via Whiskey Creek Road; (503) 842-7525 or (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org or www.capemeareslighthouse.org. Open daily 7 a.m. to dusk; lighthouse usually open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Apr through Oct, weather permitting. Free.




  The 1890 Cape Meares Lighthouse and the nearby giant spruce Octopus Tree are perennial favorites of kids. Oregon’s largest seabird colonies thrive at Three Arch Rocks National Wildlife Refuge offshore, where species include common murre, tufted puffin, storm petrel, and pigeon guillemot.






   
	Cape Kiwanda State Natural Area (all ages)
 	[image: image]







  Located south of Cape Lookout, 15 miles southwest of Tillamook on Whiskey Creek Road; (503) 842-7525 or (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Day use only. Free.




  You can watch Pacific City dories launch if you’re here early in the morning, but it’s even more fun to be standing on the beach just south of the park when they’re on their way to shore. They head straight for the sand, riding to ground on high waves.






   
	Munson Creek Falls (ages 3 and up)
 	[image: image]







  Located about 6.5 miles south of Tillamook on US 101; (503) 842-7525 or (800) 551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org. Always open. Free.




  Here you’ll find a trailhead that takes you through old-growth forest to the highest waterfall (319 feet) in the Oregon Coast Range. The 1½-mile road into the small parking area is pretty rough, but the ¼-mile walk to the falls is worth the ride. Another ½-mile trail leads to an upper viewpoint.




  The Central Coast




  Lincoln City
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