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How to Use This Book



Painless American Government? Impossible, you think. Not really. Studying the important areas of government is easy—at least it can be, with the help of this book!


Whether you’re learning about American government for the first time, or are trying to remember what you’ve already learned but may have forgotten, this book is for you. It provides a clear introduction to American government (including the three branches of government; important documents, such as the U.S. Constitution; civil liberties and civil rights; and much more) that’s both fun and instructive. Everything is at your fingertips, presented in a clear and concise way. Don’t be afraid. Dive in—it’s painless!


Painless Icons and Features


This book is designed with several unique features that help make learning about American government easy.
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PAINLESS TIP


You’ll see Painless Tips throughout the book. These include helpful notes, hints, and tips on the surrounding topics, as well as interesting historical facts.
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CAUTION—Major Mistake Territory!


Caution boxes will help you avoid common misconceptions or mistakes. Be sure to read them carefully.
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Brain Ticklers appear throughout each chapter in the book. These quizzes are designed to make sure you understand what you’ve just learned by testing your progress as you move forward in the chapter. Some quizzes focus on key terms and their definitions; others test your understanding of key aspects of American government. Complete all the Brain Ticklers and check your answers. If you get any wrong, go back and review the topics associated with the questions you missed.
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REMINDER


Reminder boxes call out information that’s important to remember. Each reminder will relate to the current chapter or refer back to key information you learned in a previous chapter.


ILLUSTRATIONS


Painless American Government includes simple, easy-to-read tables, graphs, and diagrams to help you better understand how Congress makes laws and how our courts of law work to seek justice for all Americans.


SIDEBARS


Sidebars contain extra information that relates to the surrounding topics. “Things to Think About” sidebars include questions and ideas for you to explore further. “Projects You Can Do” sidebars present fun projects that help make learning about American government interesting and painless.










Chapter 1



What is Government?


Who Governs?


We can think of government as the institutions and their systems that rule a country and its people. Simply put: To govern is to rule.


A nation’s government does this by creating and enforcing the laws, protecting against foreign enemies, representing the nation when interacting with foreign countries, regulating the economy, and providing public services. However, not every nation has the same type of government. A government can be one of the following four types:




	Monarchy



	Communism



	Authoritarianism



	Democracy






In a monarchy, all the power is held by a single family that inherits it from one generation to the next. Saudi Arabia is an example of a nation with a monarchy. Communism advocates that most property and businesses be owned and controlled by the government for the benefit of all the people. Here, a select group of people govern the country. China and Vietnam have communist governments. Authoritarianism concentrates power in the hands of one person or a very small number of people. This power is often exercised without regard to existing laws or the will of the people. Russia and North Korea are countries with this type of government.


Finally, if more people participate in the governing process and have some influence over decision-making, the government is a democracy. Our government is a democracy, and because it is, look at this kind of government more closely.


Democracy: Then and Now


The most important feature of democracy is that it is a government whose citizens grant it the authority to rule. The word democracy comes from two Greek words: demos (the people) and kratos (rule or power). Therefore, democracy means the people, together, rule themselves. Although ours is a democracy, if you look in the Appendix of this book and read the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution, you won’t find the word democracy in either of these important documents. Does that mean the founders of our country were unaware of democracy as a government?


Actually, they knew about democracy, and they didn’t like it. At the time of the founding of our nation, people spoke of democracy in a negative way. Democracy had come to mean a government run by crowds of people, that was unable to enforce laws, and provided little protection for its citizens. The founders had read about the system of democracy that had been popular in ancient Athens and a few other Greek city-states for a short period. Greek citizens would meet in large groups to discuss problems, pass laws, and decide other matters necessary to run their country. These city-states didn’t last long, however, because as their population grew and they needed their government to do more, their system couldn’t handle it. There were so many different opinions about what action was needed and who should do it that nothing could be decided. Because no one was in charge, the cities became unruly; they resorted to mob rule and, finally, to an authoritarian government controlled by a single person, called a dictator. We learned a lesson from this painful start for democracy.


We are now careful to distinguish between the direct democracy of Athens and the other Greek city-states where each person had an equal and direct say in the government, and the system of democracy that we have today in the United States. When we say the government of the United States is a democracy, we mean representative democracy. Representative democracy is a system of government in which the people elect certain individuals to represent their opinions, concerns, and desires within the government. Plato, a learned man who lived in ancient Greece, gave us another term for this type of democracy—a republic.
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REMINDER


Make sure you understand the difference between a direct democracy and a representative democracy. The United States has a representative democracy form of government.
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Take a minute to make sure that you understand the meanings of the new words. Match the word or phrase in the left-hand column with its definition in the right-hand column by drawing a line from the word or phrase to its definition.














	1.Government


	


	A government in which the people, together, rule themselves












	2.Authoritarianism


	

	A system of government in which the people elect certain individuals to represent their opinions, concerns, and desires within the government











	3.Monarchy


	

	The institutions and their systems that rule a country and its people











	4.Democracy


	

	A government in which power is held by a single family that inherits it from one generation to the next











	5.Direct democracy


	

	Each person has an equal and direct say in the government











	6.Representative democracy


	

	Another name for a representative democracy











	7.Republic


	

	A government that is controlled by a single individual or a small group of individuals












(Answers are on page 12.)
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PAINLESS TIP


The word republic comes from the Latin word res publica, which means “public matters.”
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To check your understanding of the previous material, answer the following questions by selecting the letter of the correct answer.


1.Which type of government is led by a dictator?




	A democracy



	An oligarchy



	Authoritarian



	None of the above






2.The United States has a _____ democracy.




	direct



	authoritarian



	representative



	Greek






3.Another name for our type of democracy is _____.




	a republic



	a city-state



	a kingdom



	communism






4.__________ advocates that most property and businesses be owned and controlled by the government for the public good.




	A monarchy



	Authoritarianism



	Communism



	A republic






5.The word democracy appears in _____.




	the Constitution



	the Declaration of Independence



	the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence



	neither the Constitution nor the Declaration of Independence






(Answers are on page 12.)


How They Govern


Besides differing in who governs, governments also differ in how they govern. Authoritarian governments exercise complete control over the people; those in authority have unlimited power and don’t have to answer to anyone. Authoritarian leaders rarely concern themselves with the desires of their citizens; they rule as much as their power will let them. By contrast, in the United States and in other democratic nations, a framework of written laws limits representatives as to how and over what matters they can have control. Governments limited by a formal framework of laws that outline its functions and powers (usually referred to as a constitution) are called constitutional governments. A copy of our Constitution is in the Appendix of this book. Our government follows the laws written in our Constitution while operating as a democracy; thus, our system of government is also known as a constitutional democracy.
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Take a minute to make sure you understand the meanings of the new words by matching the word or phrase with its definition.














	1.Representative


	

	A government limited by a framework of laws











	2.Authoritarian government


	

	A government whose power is in the hands of a single person or a very small group of people











	3.Constitution


	

	Our system of government











	4.Constitutional government


	

	A formal framework of laws that outlines the functions and powers of the government











	5.Constitutional democracy


	

	A person who has been elected to speak and vote for a certain group of citizens












(Answers are on page 12.)


Our Ideals


Our constitutional democracy works because the citizens of our country believe in certain ideals—that is, we have agreed to live by the following:




	We accept majority rule. This means we agree to let each person have a say in the form of a vote, and we agree to follow the course of action that received the most votes.



	Although we accept majority rule, we agree that the rights of the people who are in the minority (the group with fewer people in it than the majority) must be protected. Our rights and freedoms are for all people.



	We want to be ruled by laws, not powerful individuals. We also want all citizens to be treated fairly by these laws.



	We want freedom of speech—that is, we want to be allowed to question and criticize our elected officials for the purpose of improving our government.
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CAUTION—Major Mistake Territory!


Do not mistake our freedom of speech to mean we can say anything we want about anyone or anything. Freedom of speech does not give a person the right to say or write anything that:




	will endanger national security or public safety;



	is obscene;



	is untrue and harms the reputation or rights of another person; or



	divulges proprietary information, such as a trade secret.











	We want our government to serve the people, not the other way around. Every government has a source of sovereignty or authority. In previous centuries, the source of sovereignty in many countries was the monarchy—the king. However, Americans place the source of authority in the people; therefore, the government must respect and follow the will of the people. We call this popular sovereignty.








THINGS TO THINK ABOUT









	Why is it better to live in a country ruled by laws rather than one ruled by a few powerful people?



	Why is freedom of speech essential to a democracy?



	In what ways does your government serve you? How could it do a better job?



	What are the advantages and disadvantages of majority rule?



	Why is it important to protect the rights and freedoms of the people in the minority?









To better understand the importance of these ideals, consider the following quote from Thomas Jefferson in 1820:


I know of no safe repository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them but to inform their discretion.




PROJECTS YOU CAN DO









	
Use your local library or the internet to find an example of a country that is




	a democracy.



	a monarchy.



	authoritarian.






Which people in government have the power in each country?




	
As a class, or at home with family or friends, create and govern yourselves as




	an authoritarian government.



	a communist government.



	a democracy.






What problems arose with each system?










Making Our Constitutional Democracy Work


We have set up our government so that it can support the ideals that we mentioned in the previous section. We want our government to be strong so that both our own citizens and foreign countries will respect it; however, we don’t want it to be so powerful that it endangers our freedoms and rights. The first way we accomplish this goal is through a fair system of representation.


In a representative democracy, the people delegate (lend) their authority to their elected representatives. To earn the right to represent us, these officials must first become candidates in an election, a process in which the people formally select or vote for their representatives. The candidate who wins the most votes within a group becomes the representative. In the United States, candidates compete for the presidency, the vice presidency, the Senate, and the House of Representatives, as well as for many state and local representative positions. In a representative democracy such as ours, one way that people exercise their authority is by voting in elections. Voting allows citizens, once they have reached the age of 18, the opportunity to have their voices heard and to influence the government. They decide whom they want to represent them, and sometimes at elections, they vote on certain issues. With their vote, they can also remove officials who ignore their intentions or who betray their trust.


Once we have elected our representatives, we must still be careful to limit their power, and one way we do this is through a system of checks and balances that ensure there is a balance of power between all branches of the government.
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Take a minute to review the meanings of some new words by matching the word or phrase with its definition.














	1.Majority rule


	

	To formally select a candidate or decide on an issue in an election











	2.Minority


	

	The right to question and criticize the policies and actions of our elected officials











	3.Freedom of speech


	

	A group with fewer people in it than the majority











	4.Popular sovereignty


	

	The source of government’s authority is in the people.











	5.Candidate


	

	To rule by the choice of the majority (more than half) who vote on something











	6.Election


	

	A process by which people vote for their leaders











	7.Vote


	


	An individual wishing to be a representative of the people














(Answers are on page 12.)


By using a framework of representation, checks and balances, and federalism (the division of political power between the national government and the individual state governments), we have achieved a government that is powerful enough to keep order in the country, defend us from foreign threats, and provide various services, while at the same time, it does not interfere with our basic rights and freedoms.


[image: images] BRAIN TICKLERS Set # 5


To check your understanding of the previous material, answer the following questions by selecting the letter of the correct answer.


1.Federalism divides political power between the national government and the _____.




	president



	state governments



	judicial branch



	Congress






2.The following is an example of a check and balance in our system of government:




	the president vetoing a bill that Congress passed.



	the Supreme Court disallowing a law because it conflicts with the Constitution.



	Congress overriding a president’s veto.



	All of the above.






3.Because we select our representatives and decide issues by majority rule, it is important to _____ in order to preserve our ideals about government.




	be popular



	protect the rights of the minority



	try to be part of the majority



	spend a lot of money during the election






4.We select our representatives by:




	pulling their name out of the president’s hat.



	determining who has the most education.



	asking the Supreme Court.



	voting for them in elections.






(Answers are on page 12.)




PROJECTS YOU CAN DO







Use the internet or your local public library to:




	Read about the ancient Greek system of direct democracy. Who participated in this system of government? What were some of its advantages, and some of its disadvantages?



	Learn about how the founders of our country came up with their ideas on representation, checks and balances, and federalism.



	Identify the similarities and differences between our system of government and that of another country, such as Great Britain or Russia.









Now that you understand our system of government, find out how it was built. You’ll review our constitutional foundation in the next chapter.


Brain Ticklers—The Answers


Set #1, page 3



1.c


2.g


3.d


4.a


5.e


6.b


7.f


Set #2, page 4



1.c


2.c


3.a


4.c


5.d


Set #3, page 6



1.e


2.b


3.d


4.a


5.c


Set #4, page 9



1.e


2.c


3.b


4.d


5.g


6.f


7.a


Set #5, page 10



1.b


2.d


3.b


4.d










Chapter 2



Our Constitutional Foundation


The Path to Democracy


By the mid-1700s, Great Britain controlled an area of North America that stretched from the Atlantic Coast, west to the Appalachian Mountains, and from what is now Maine to the northern border of Florida. This land was home to close to one million Europeans, a quarter-million Africans, and a quarter-million Native Americans. Although settlers had been arriving in British North America since the 1600s, their numbers swelled in the 1700s. Because of this rapid growth, along with the diversity of settlers and geographic differences, British North America was developing a character of its own, much different from Britain.


Historians divide British North America into three distinct regions: the New England colonies, the Mid-Atlantic colonies, and the southern colonies. The colonies of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire comprised the New England colonies. Seeking freedom from religious persecution, English Puritans started settling the New England region in the early 1600s. A century later, the descendants of these first settlers formed the overwhelming majority of the population, making the New England colonies the most culturally and religiously homogenous (alike) of the three colonial regions. Because of its cold climate and rocky soils, New England couldn’t cultivate large farms, so it took advantage of its Atlantic coastline and developed a large shipping industry.


A different society developed in the Mid-Atlantic colonies of Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York, and New Jersey. Immigrants from England and Wales, who were members of the religious Society of Friends (more commonly known as Quakers), initially settled in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and parts of New Jersey. At the same time, Dutch immigrants settled throughout New York and formed a majority of the state’s population until the beginning of the 1700s, much the same as the Puritans controlled New England. However, beginning in the early 1700s, tens of thousands of Germans and Scots, as well as large numbers of Irish people, immigrated to the Mid-Atlantic colonies. Within 50 years, the Mid-Atlantic colonies were a mixture of languages and cultures—a contrast to the New England colonies to the north. They were also a contrast economically; the Mid-Atlantic settlers were farmers who took advantage of the region’s fertile soil to grow crops for export to Europe.


English settlers, much different from the New England and Mid-Atlantic settlers, occupied the southern colonies, which included Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. These settlers, most of whom were quite wealthy, came to North America seeking greater wealth. The region’s mild climate permitted them to establish large plantations to produce tobacco and rice for export to European markets. At first, the wealthy planters imported English indentured servants who worked the planters’ lands for a specified period in return for their passage to America. However, by the late 1600s, plantation owners increasingly turned to slave labor from Africa, and by the mid-1700s, they had enslaved so many Africans that the southern colonies had become slave societies, sharply divided along the lines of race and economic class.


The result? In the mid-1700s, there wasn’t one “American” colonial society, but three regional societies with little in common except their political ties to the British Empire. As time passed, however, all came to believe in self-rule—that is, the citizens should govern themselves, not be governed by an outside power. Nevertheless, it was hard for these different regions to agree on how to attain this goal.
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REMINDER


Although the North American colonies were all under British rule, they were quite different on a regional basis.
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To check your understanding of the previous material, answer the following questions by selecting the letter of the correct answer.


1.British North America was composed of _____ distinct geographic areas and cultures.




	two



	three



	four



	five






2.Which of the following graphs best shows the relationship of the number of Europeans to the number of Native Americans in the mid-1700s in British North America?
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3.Into which region of British North America did the Puritans settle?




	The southern colonies



	The New England colonies



	The Mid-Atlantic colonies



	The Puritans didn’t settle in British North America.






4.The _____ colonies were the most culturally diverse.




	Mid-Atlantic



	southern



	New England



	All of the colonies were equally diverse.






5.At first, wealthy southern planters enslaved _____ to work on the tobacco and rice plantations.




	Africans



	Native Americans



	Asians



	indentured Europeans






(Answers are on page 30.)


The Declaration of Independence to the Constitution


Eventually, each of the three regions suffered under the harsh rule of the British. The British heavily taxed the commerce of the New England merchants, hurting their shipping business. The farmers of the Mid-Atlantic colonies were saddled with high taxes and unfair pricing of their goods. British markets kept the price unreasonably low for sugar and cotton produced by the plantation owners in the southern colonies. As a result, the different regions eventually united to fight the abuses of a common enemy. Unfortunately, King George III refused to listen to the pleas of the colonists, causing increased discontentedness among them. As this discontentedness grew stronger during the 1770s, the talk of revolution to achieve self-rule also became stronger. Fighting between colonists and British soldiers occurred more frequently over the next two years as the colonists continued to cut their ties with Britain. Nevertheless, in spite of all this, the colonists continued trying to compromise with King George.


When the Second Continental Congress first met in May 1775, the king still had not replied to the list of grievances that the First Continental Congress had sent him. Consequently, the Congress gradually assumed the responsibilities of a national government. In June 1775, the Congress established the Continental Army, as well as a continental currency and a postal system for the “United Colonies.”


[image: images] BRAIN TICKLERS Set # 7


Take a minute to make sure that you understand the meanings of the new words. Match the word or phrase in the left-hand column with its definition in the right-hand column.














	1.New England colonies


	

	The group who assumed the responsibility to act as the national government for the colonists











	2.Mid-Atlantic colonies


	

	Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia











	3.Southern colonies


	

	The concept that citizens should govern themselves, not be governed by some outside power











	4.Self-rule


	

	Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York, and New Jersey











	5.Second Continental Congress


	

	Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire












(Answers are on page 30.)


By mid-1776, the Second Continental Congress had lost patience with King George, so representatives appointed the Committee of Five to present the colonies’ reasons for desiring independence from British rule. The Committee of Five had representatives from each of the three regions. John Adams of Massachusetts and Roger Sherman of Connecticut represented the New England colonies; Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Robert Livingston of New York represented the Mid-Atlantic colonies; and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia alone represented the southern colonies.


Jefferson, with the help of Franklin and Adams, drafted a proclamation that the colonists would send to the king. After a few minor changes, Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.


The Declaration of Independence, which you will find in the Appendix, contains five parts:




	The Introduction



	The Preamble



	The First Section of the Body



	The Second Section of the Body



	The Conclusion






The Introduction “declares” the reasons the colonies need to be independent from the British Empire. Next, the Preamble explains views about freedom and self-rule now common to the three regions. The First Section of the Body states the abuses of King George III, and the Second Section explains how the colonists appealed in vain to the king, concluding that the United Colonies have the right to be free from the tyrant.
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PAINLESS TIP


John Hancock, the president of the Second Continental Congress, was the first to sign the Declaration of Independence, which was written on a sheet of parchment measuring 24¼ inches by 29¾ inches. Hancock centered his bold signature below the text. As was their custom, the other delegates signed at the right, below the text, their signatures arranged according to the geographic location of the states they represented. New Hampshire, the northernmost state, began the list; Georgia, the southernmost, ended it.







THINGS TO THINK ABOUT









	The three regions of colonies were so culturally and economically different. What were some of the concerns the colonists in each region would have had?



	After you have read the Declaration of Independence, discuss some of the reasons the colonists were upset with King George III.










Articles of Confederation: a step toward the Constitution


The Declaration of Independence did just that—it declared our independence. However, once the colonies had made the break from Britain and war broke out, they needed written laws and a more detailed framework for the new government. In 1777, during the Revolutionary War, the Continental Congress wrote the Articles of Confederation, a national governing code to provide the colonies with a unified government as they fought for their independence. The head of the committee, John Dickinson, presented their work to the Congress on July 12, 1776, eight days after the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Dickinson initially proposed a strong central government—that is, a national government that governs from one “central” location. However, because of their experience with Great Britain, the Congressional representatives feared a powerful central government; consequently, after much discussion, they changed Dickinson’s proposed articles drastically before they sent them to all states for ratification, or approval, in November 1777.


The Continental Congress had been careful to give the states as much power and independence as possible and to limit the functions and powers of the national government. Even with these limits, it took until March 1781 for all thirteen states to ratify the Articles of Confederation.


The Articles of Confederation are in the Appendix. As you read them, you will notice they created a “league of friendship” among the states, rather than a centralized national government. As a result, the new government wasn’t strong enough to deal with the problems facing the fledgling nation. Consequently, each state began to act alone in its own best interest; before long, the new nation was disintegrating. A new centralized government was needed to help the states work together as a unified nation.


To accomplish that task, in May 1787, the Constitutional Convention was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Delegates from every state except Rhode Island, which refused to send a delegate because it was afraid of losing its rights as a sovereign state, met to try to save the new nation. Once together, they worked for four months drafting a document that would create a new government.
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Take a minute to make sure that you understand the meanings of the new words by matching the word or phrase with its definition.














	1.Committee of Five


	

	The first national governing code of the United States; it was drafted in 1777, ratified in 1781, and replaced by the present Constitution.











	2.Declaration of Independence


	

	The group appointed to present the colonies’ reasons for desiring independence from British rule











	3.Articles of Confederation


	

	The document written chiefly by Thomas Jefferson and adopted on July 4, 1776, by the Second Continental Congress, that stated the reasons the colonies needed to break away from British rule











	4.Central government


	

	Approval











	5.Ratification


	

	The meeting in Philadelphia from May 25 through September 17, 1787, during which the delegates worked to replace the government of the Articles of Confederation with a strong central government











	6.Constitutional Convention


	

	A form of government in which the national government governs from one central location












(Answers are on page 30.)


The Constitution


After all their hard work, the question was, Would the states ratify the new document created at the convention—the Constitution of the United States? It would provide a framework for a new government different from the current “league of friendship.” To many people, it may have seemed like a return to how it was under British rule. After all, the colonists had fought a war to rid themselves of a strong central government that took away their personal liberties and oppressed them with heavy taxes.


The delegates pressed on, and by the end of 1787, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey had approved the framework for a new government. The delegates had decided that the Constitution would become the law of the land and would establish the new government as soon as nine of the thirteen states approved it. Would six other states ratify the Constitution? The government the Articles of Confederation created wasn’t working, but would the people feel that the government the Constitution created was any better?


Many thought it would be better, but others felt differently. Those who favored the Constitution, and thus a strong central government, were known as Federalists. On the other hand, the Anti-Federalists believed that the Constitution created an unnecessarily strong national government, leaving the states and the people with too little power.


The Federalists and the Anti-Federalists argued in the press, the legislatures, and the state conventions. Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay spoke in favor of the Constitution, and their arguments helped persuade the citizens of Massachusetts and New York to ratify the Constitution. At the same time, George Washington was working hard to convince his fellow Virginians. However, by the time Virginia finally accepted the Constitution, nine states had given their approval; the new government had been approved. Nevertheless, the support of Washington’s state was considered an important vote of confidence for the new government.
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PAINLESS TIP


On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify the Constitution, making it the law of the land.





The Constitution has become the world’s oldest charter of national government in continuous use. With just 27 amendments (additions), it continues to provide the road map for our government. (Chapter 3 discusses some of the more important amendments.) The Constitutional Convention delegates recognized the United States as a government of the people, not of the states. Consequently, the Constitution embodies the principle that out of many different peoples, one national society can be created.




PROJECTS YOU CAN DO









	Use the internet or your local public library to learn about a seventeenth-century philosopher named John Locke. How did his views shape Jefferson’s writing of the Declaration of Independence?



	The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution are in the Appendix. Compare the documents. How are they different? How are they similar?



	Use the internet or your local public library to learn more about the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists. Why did these groups disagree? What did each group favor, and why? Why did the Federalists end up getting their way?









As you have seen, the authors of the Constitution wanted a strong central government, but they knew from experience that a strong central government could become harsh and unfair. Consequently, the Constitution would need ways to keep the new government from becoming too strong. They accomplished this through a system of checks and balances, which, as mentioned previously in Chapter 1, refers to the ways each branch of our government limits the power of the branches, or parts.


One of these checks and balances is the separation of powers. Rather than one body in the government having all the power, the Constitution divides, or separates, the power among the branches of the government.
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CAUTION—Major Mistake Territory!


The Declaration of Independence, adopted on July 4, 1776, declared our independence from Great Britain. It was not written as a document to set up a new government. The Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1777, was the first document written to set up the government of the newly formed United States.





The Separation of Powers


To implement this separation of powers, the authors of the Constitution established three branches of government, using the first three articles or major divisions of the Constitution:




	Article I establishes the legislative branch, which is the law-making part of the government. The U.S. Congress comprises the legislative branch. (See Chapter 4 to learn more about the legislative branch.)



	Article II establishes the executive branch, which is the law-enforcing part of the government. The executive branch includes the president and the vice president. (Chapter 5 discusses the executive branch.)



	Article III establishes the judicial branch, which is the law-interpreting part of the government. The judicial branch includes the Supreme Court and lower federal courts. (See Chapter 6 for more information about the judicial branch.)
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Take a minute to make sure that you understand the meanings of the new words by matching the word or phrase with its definition.














	1.Federalists


	

	An addition











	2.Anti-Federalists


	

	A document setting out the laws and institutions that are the framework for our nation











	3.Constitution of the United States


	

	The lawmaking part of the government, which includes Congress











	4.Amendment


	

	They preferred a strong central government.











	5.Checks and balances


	

	The law-enforcing part of our government, which includes the president and vice president
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