
[image: cover]


Matching
Major Eastern Hatches

[image: img]

New Patterns for Selective Trout

Henry Ramsay

[image: Image]

HEAD WATER
BOOKS

STACKPOLE
BOOKS


To friends past and present who have shared their love of clear flowing waters and the bright speckled fish that dwell in them


Copyright © 2010 by Henry Ramsay

Published by
STACKPOLE BOOKS 5067
Ritter Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
www.stackpolebooks.com

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. All inquiries should be addressed to Stackpole Books, 5067 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055.

Photographs by the author except where noted

First edition

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data from the Print Edition

Ramsay, Henry, 1961–


	Matching major Eastern hatches : new patterns for selective trout / Henry Ramsay.

	p. cm.

	Includes bibliographical references and index.

	ISBN-13: 978-0-8117-0730-5 (print)

	ISBN-10: 0-8117-0730-X (print)



1. Fly tying. 2. Freshwater insects—East (U.S.) 3. Trout fishing—East (U.S.) I. Title.


	SH451.R25 2010

	799.17’57—dc22



2010018946

eBook ISBN: 978-0-8117-4428-7

[image: QED seal of approval]

QED stands for Quality, Excellence and Design. The QED seal of approval shown here verifies that this eBook has passed a rigorous quality assurance process and will render well in most eBook reading platforms.

For more information please click here.



Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction

1. CDC Thorax Duns and Modernizing Marinaro

2. The DNA Spinner

3. The Emerging Dun

4. The Baetis Olive Hatch

5. The Sulphur Hatch

6. Large Drakes and Extended-Body Dry Flies

7. The Tricorythodes Hatch

8. March Brown Nymphs and Their Cousins

9. The Slate Drake Nymph

10. Articulated Mayfly Nymphs

11. The Hydropsyche Caddis Larva

12. The Swimming Caddis Pupa

13. The CDC Adult Caddis

14. Stonefly Nymphs

15. The Little Yellow Stoneflies

16. All about Ants

Bibliography

Index



Acknowledgments

To list all of the people who have in some way shaped, influenced, or supported this book would be a major undertaking as there have been many who deserve credit. Thanks go first and foremost to my Lord for blessing me with the opportunity to enjoy the sport of fly fishing all these years and for providing me with the chance to share it with others. Thank you to my family for their years of sacrifices and patience. Thank you to my mother for her kindness and understanding in raising a son obsessed with fly fishing and the outdoors. Thanks go to a list of departed friends, since moved on to fish better rivers, who provided instruction, inspiration, encouragement, and treasured memories: Henry Heil, Charles Brown, George Maurer, Ernest Schwiebert, and Jim Bashline. Thank you to a list of people for their companionship and friendship both on and off of the water, and for their advice, input, and support along the way: Gavin Robinson, Wes Osborne, Steve Spurgeon, Bud Hofer, Paul Weamer, Tony Gehman, and my daughter, Emily.

A special thank you goes to Barry and Cathy Beck for their wonderful photographic contributions and to Jay Nichols at Headwater/Stackpole Books for his willingness to bring this book to life and for his guidance and patience in putting it all together.



Introduction

As fly fishermen we hold trout with such high regard that we sometimes give them credit for intelligence and powers of reason far beyond what they deserve. Exerting our best attempts to fool them, carrying the best tackle we can afford, and casting flies we feel should be more than adequate to imitate the natural on cobweb-thin leaders, we can’t help but presume that they possess significant intelligence. It’s always difficult to accept the rejection of our best efforts and abilities by an organism equipped with a brain the size of a bean, but it’s a daily occurrence on trout rivers everywhere.

Ernie Schwiebert wrote in his 1972 Remembrances of Rivers Past that “anglers are shaped by their rivers,” and I think that is true. Every angler and fly tier is influenced by the waters that he fishes regularly. For some anglers that shaping process is the result of extensive travel to a wide range of watersheds; for others, it comes as a result of loving and learning a local stream and developing an intimate knowledge of its mysteries. My own shaping process has primarily occurred on the streams and rivers of Pennsylvania. The Keystone State’s diversity reflects such a wide range of water types, hatches, and fishing situations that it is fertile proving grounds for solving fly-tying and fly-fishing problems.
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The author fishes a Pocono Mountain stream in the early season. EMILY RAMSAY
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Pennsylvania offers many opportunities for those who favor small mountain streams—like this Pocono stream—and the unique challenges they present. GAVIN ROBINSON
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A nice brown trout in the net is a reward for reading the water, making a good fly selection, and presenting it to the trout with a well-placed cast. BARRY AND CATHY BECK

Pennsylvania is the ideal state for match-the-hatch anglers. All of the classic mayfly hatches are found here as well as a wide array of caddisflies, stoneflies, and terrestrial insects. Hatches begin in the cold and blustery days of March and end in the brightly colored days of autumn. The more fertile watersheds host a rich abundance of fly life, at times producing multiple hatches that increase the challenges. But perhaps more important are the types of streams that fishermen can enjoy and learn from. The state’s trout waters vary from small, tumbling mountain brooks and pocketwater freestone streams born in the spring seeps of the hemlock- and laurel-covered mountains and hills of the Appalachians and the Poconos to the quiet meadows of the limestone spring creeks that emerge full-blown from the cool depths of large underground springs. Pennsylvania also has a number of larger freestone streams like Pine Creek and tailwater fisheries like the Lehigh and Delaware rivers that offer great trout fishing.

On the mountain streams, fish do not have long to scrutinize a meal or they will go hungry, and since food is often not abundant, fish can’t afford to be choosy. For these fish, general patterns are adequate. Fish in the placid currents of the spring creeks, tailwaters, and larger freestone streams, however, are harder to catch. Higher fertility increases the number of organisms on which trout can feed and slower currents afford them better opportunity to scrutinize their food. The crystalline waters of the spring creeks of central Pennsylvania were the stream laboratories for Vince Marinaro and a group of innovative fly dressers who would, through a painstaking process of trial and error, present flies to fish they could observe and make subtle design changes based on the success of the patterns, many of which profoundly changed the way we approach imitating insects today.
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The Falling Spring Branch near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, is a perfect example of a classic limestone stream with crystal clear water, complex currents, and extremely wary trout. Success in these types of difficult conditions depends on a stealthy approach, a perfect presentation, and a well-designed fly pattern.

In addition to the wide range of water types and multitude of hatches, another factor has influenced my choice of flies. Many of Pennsylvania’s waters see considerable fishing pressure, particularly those that flow near populated parts of the state. On catch-and-release waters, the trout—stocked or wild—can develop selective feeding behaviors. Conditioned to anglers, the fish do not flee after a botched cast, but they generally inspect their food closely before making a final decision. To catch these types of fish, a good presentation is often not enough. To ensure consistent success on the water, you must pair a perfect presentation with a good fly pattern.

Creating a good fly pattern for the rivers that I most often fish requires attention to the natural’s coloration, profile, and size as well as the natural’s behaviors, such as movement and its position in or on the water at each stage in its life cycle. Additionally, it is important to consider other, more subtle, qualities such as the distinct light patterns that each insect creates when it contacts the surface film of the water.
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One of my favorite things to do after a morning of trout fishing is to stop and observe the fish from a bridge. Watching and studying the trout and their behavior is really an eye-opening experience, particularly when they are actively feeding. A wild trout, or even a stocked fish that’s spent enough time in a stream, becomes a master of pattern recognition, rapidly deciding to take or reject something drifting in the current. The abundance of similar foods—such as when mayflies, midges, or caddis are hatching—only serves to enhance and reinforce this selectivity.
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The beautiful North Branch of the Potomac River in western Maryland is a typical eastern tailwater river with abundant fly hatches and challenging fish.

And the fish are not just learning about natural foods. Just consider the typical trout in a special-regulation stream that sees a steady parade of flies (both natural and artificial) and fishermen on a regular basis. After being caught and released on several occasions, the fish becomes quickly adept at recognizing counterfeit insects, even in the diminutive size 24 or 26 flies. Some of the more practiced trout drift back with the impostor to inspect it for a longer time.

Given that the trout has a brain the size of a bean, what makes a fly succeed or fail in fooling the fish, even when presentation is perfect? Finding the answer to this question has been my passion as a fly tier. My main goal has been to incorporate the primary characteristics unique to the insect I am imitating, particularly the light patterns created by the floating insect, the silhouette that it presents, the types of movement it may make, and its color. Along the way, I have tried and tied many patterns and styles of flies, the most successful of which I share in this book.

All of the fly patterns in this book are the result of years of experimentation, testing, and modification using various materials and designs to create fly patterns for pressured fish. Many of the patterns in this book introduce new concepts and tying techniques for imitating the insects that we see on our streams; others stem from previous fly patterns. The CDC Thorax Dun, for example, builds on the design of Vince Marinaro’s unique pattern but uses a number of newer materials that weren’t available or commonly used in Marinaro’s day. The result is an effective imitation for difficult trout rising to mayfly duns wherever you find them. I hope Vince would approve.

The species-specific imitations and the color variations listed here are designed to match hatches on waters in the eastern United States, but over the span of nearly 30 years as a custom fly tier, I have provided flies to customers who have fished them successfully on streams and rivers all across the United States. Think of the patterns in this book as styles, or templates, that you can adapt to imitate insects on the rivers you fish. Nearly all mayfly duns, for example, have similar shapes, profiles, and footprints on the film of the water. The same goes for caddis and stonefly adults. Subsurface stages of aquatic insects such as caddisfly pupae and stoneflies also share many common physical attributes and behaviors. Change the colors and sizes to match those you see on the water you fish.

I hope you enjoy tying and fishing these patterns as much as I do. I also hope that they introduce to you a few new techniques to use at your tying bench and improve your success on the stream.
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A wild brown trout rises to inspect a drifting insect. Fishermen for centuries have pondered which characteristics and qualities of the natural insects are important to the fish’s decision making process and how to best imitate those qualities with the flies they tie. JAY NICHOLS
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CDC Thorax Duns and Modernizing Marinaro


	The thorax style of tie, even though increasingly popular, has not been fully appreciated.

	VINCE MARINARO, IN THE RING OF THE RISE



The limestone streams of central Pennsylvania erupt as large springs from faults in the earth’s surface. Flowing cold and clear through limestone marl deposits of calcium carbonate, these peculiar rivers have an extremely high level of fertility and alkalinity compared with their freestone cousins and support an astonishing level of life. These rich waters are almost totally unaffected by the influences of runoff, precipitation, drought, and seasonal temperatures. They remain at a consistent temperature year-round that stays within the optimal range for trout to feed and grow. Unlike turbulent freestoners, these streams flow like silken ribbons of clear water through deep channels between thick beds of vegetation—elodea, chara, and watercress—that create complex currents and make presenting a fly in a natural drag-free drift difficult. The trout in these little rivers exhibit an extreme wariness that frustrates most fishermen.

The character of the Letort Spring Run and its demanding fish was the primary classroom and laboratory for the collaborative work of Charles K. Fox and Vincent Marinaro, who explored why trout react and feed the way they do. The origin of Marinaro’s Thorax Dun, which he first describes in A Modern Dry-Fly Code, published in 1950, traces its root to an experience with three difficult fish on the Letort during a Sulphur hatch. These three browns were doing a good job of turning their noses at the conventional flies Marinaro was using at the time when at last he changed to a fly based on Edward Ringwood Hewitt’s Neversink Skater, a fly that consisted only of an oversize hackle palmered over a dubbed body on a short-shank hook. Marinaro took each of the three browns on this fly, which made him wonder why this fly was more effective than those that he tried earlier. Marinaro summarizes his experience: “I am certain now that it can be explained on the basis that it had a good light pattern, not distorted by a long submerged body and tail, and a fairly good representation of the pale watery wing.” The shortfall of the skater-type patterns, as Marinaro noted, is that the pattern often fails to stay perched upright on the water by the tips of its hackle-tip feet and is prone to fall over, ruining its light pattern.

[image: Image]

The famous Letort Spring Run in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was the testing grounds for legendary writer Vince Marinaro. The difficult trout in this spring creek inspired fresh approaches to the design of mayfly dun imitations. BARRY AND CATHY BECK

[image: Image]

A male Baetis dun. Blue-Winged Olives are multibrooded mayflies that hatch several times each season, making them an important hatch on many streams.
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A male Hendrickson (Ephemerella subvaria) dun. JAY NICHOLS
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A male Light Cahill (Stenacron interpunctatum) dun.
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A male Maccaffertium ithaca dun.
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A male Slate Drake (Isonychia bicolor) dun.
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This selection of Thorax Duns imitates some of the common midseason mayfly hatches such as the Cahills, March Browns, and Attenella Olives. JAY NICHOLS
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Goose biots are perfect for imitating smaller mayfly dun and spinner bodies with well-defined segmentation, as well as useful for creating tails and antennae on stonefly and other nymph imitations. They are much shorter than turkey biots and are more opaque as well. Smooth or ribbed segmented bodies can be created from these depending on how they are tied in and wrapped around the hook. Soaking goose biots in water or a dampened paper towel makes them more flexible before use. I prefer to use biots from Wapsi and TroutHunter.

To gain better balance and stability, Marinaro moved the wing and hackle closer to the hook’s midpoint. Marinaro explains further: “Far more important to the trout is the presence of the fore body or thorax. Without exception, this part of the body hugs the surface of the water closely, often times touching it. It is sometimes part of the light pattern beyond the circumference of the window and is most prominent in the window itself. As with the submerged body of the spinner which has broken through the mirror, it is startlingly clear in outline, and possibly in color, to the trout.”

[image: Image]

A mayfly dun with its upright wings presents a unique image when it enters the trout’s window of vision, and Marinaro’s studies determined this to be a primary trigger in initiating the rise of a feeding trout. Vince’s thorax-style pattern made the wings the focal point of the fly. BARRY AND CATHY BECK

Much of Marinaro’s writing minimizes coloration or matching mayfly species specifically; his highest priority for effective imitation was the light pattern created by the fly and the upright wings. Marinaro stresses that “moving the wings [of the thorax-style dun] to its proper place is not enough. If it must be given the full value that it deserves, something more than the conventional treatment is necessary. The standard tie for wings, with any of the usual materials, is patently defective in a number of ways. The starling and duck feathers are fragile things, depending for cohesion upon interlocking fibers, which are quickly rent apart by a few casts. Wood duck and hackle point wings make no pretense of maintaining shape and have the annoying property of becoming thin and wispy when they are wetted. They are sadly lacking in one great necessity, namely, width of wing as it exists in the living dun and spinner.” Marinaro preferred, in place of those traditional materials, matched wing pairs shaped from the lower webby portions of neck hackles or duck flank, which create a more defined silhouette.

Early dry flies developed for the calm chalkstreams of England had tails that were very sparse or lacked tails altogether, as discussed by authors such as Frederick Hal-ford, J. W. Dunne, and Alfred Ronalds. To adapt dry flies to the more turbulent American rivers, tiers added long stiff tail fibers, which helped keep the body of the fly from contacting the surface and increasing the amount of tension in the surface film. Marinaro consented that tails were not imitative because the natural insects elevated their tails above the water’s surface, but tails tied in a wide V shape did provide better balance and ensured the fly landed upright.

Marinaro theorized that a stiff collar of hackle wrapped in the conventional manner inhibited the ability to hook fish well, so he tied in a hackle by its stem between the wings of the fly and wound it diagonally in a crisscross pattern, first from front to back in one direction, then from back to front at an opposite angle. The end result is interesting, but sadly it is difficult to execute in a way that looks neat and well tied. I wrap the hackle in open turns to expose the thorax region of the fly to the fish and trim the underside fibers in a wide V pattern. The original Marinaro pattern also excluded the abdominal portion of the body. While Marinaro may be correct in his argument that the trout never sees the body of a natural dun, I prefer to include the abdomen for aesthetics.

[image: Image]

This thorax-style March Brown pattern, the author’s variation of the Marinaro Thorax Dun, replaces the wing post with CDC feathers and the abdomen of the fly with turkey or goose biots. JAY NICHOLS

Though Vince Marinaro’s design for the Thorax Dun never caught on with fishermen in his lifetime, at least not the way that he expected, it strongly influenced many of today’s modern mayfly imitations. Marinaro’s keen insights and willingness to experiment on the stream with often radically different approaches in a sport that prides itself so much on adherence to tradition paved the way for many of the features in contemporary fly designs.

My version of the Thorax Dun uses CDC feathers to form the wing rather than the cut wings that Marinaro preferred, making the fly float better and cast easier while still presenting a well-defined wing profile. I also use goose or turkey biots for the abdomen because I think they imitate the segmentation and waxy appearance of a mayfly’s abdomen better than dubbing. Turkey biots are the perfect choice for larger flies as they are much longer than goose biots and can be used for most of the big drake patterns as well as average-size flies. Goose biots work well for smaller flies. Hook choices vary from tier to tier, and for my mayfly duns and spinners, I use three styles from Daiichi, depending mostly on the size of the fly being tied. For imitations in sizes 12 to 18 I use the model 1100, which is a standard-length light wire hook, and I switch to the Daiichi 1180 for the smaller-size flies. The 1180 has a slightly larger eye for those of us who struggle with fine tippets in low-light conditions. For imitations of the larger mayflies such as the March Browns and Slate Drakes, I use the Daiichi 1260, a longer-shanked hook that reduces the hook gap on the larger flies.

The color of all mayfly duns varies considerably from stream to stream within any species. Modify the patterns presented here to match the flies on your favorite streams. It is important to capture specimens to be able to examine and closely match the underside coloration of the insects as the trout sees them.


TYING THE CDC THORAX DUN (MARCH BROWN)


[image: Image]

MARCH BROWN (Maccaffertium vicarium)

Hook: #12-14 Daiichi 1260

Thread: Tan 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Ginger Microfibetts

Abdomen: Tan turkey biot

Thorax: Tan Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural brown CDC and brown partridge fibers (optional)

Hackle: Ginger and grizzly
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	1. Clamp a dry-fly hook in the vise and attach tan 8/0 thread at the midpoint of the hook shank. Wrap the tying thread to a point over the end of the barb.
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	2. Apply tan Superfine dubbing to the thread and form a small dubbing ball at this point.
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	3. Select six ginger Microfibetts and tie in 1/8 inch in front of the dubbing ball. The tails should be 1 to 11/2 times the length of the hook shank. Be sure to keep the fibers flat on the top of the hook shank. For flies on #12-14 hooks, use six tail fibers (three fibers per side), #16-22 use four tail fibers (two fibers per side), and #24-26 use two tail fibers (a single fiber per side).
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	4. Wrap the thread back toward the dubbing ball. As you wrap, the fibers should naturally begin to separate. Divide them evenly on each side of the dubbing ball. Make a tight wrap against the base of the dubbing ball to lock the tails in position.
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	5. Tie a tan turkey biot in by the tip so that it is flat on the top of the hook shank and the edge with raised flue fibers is on the opposite side. Tying the biot in this way will create a heavily segmented body with a raised rib when you wrap the fiber. If you tie the biot in with the fuzzy edge toward you, you will create a smooth, segmented body.
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	6. Trim the Microfibetts and wrap the tying thread forward two-thirds the length of the hook shank.
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	7. Grasp the base of the biot in your hackle pliers and pull upward, folding the biot so that the fuzzy edge is now oriented toward the tails of the fly.
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	8. Take the first turn close against the base of the tail fibers.
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	9. Wrap the biot forward toward the hook eye in even turns. The body should have a distinctly segmented appearance.
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	10. Wrap the biot forward to a point just beyond the center of the hook shank and tie it off.
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	11. Trim off the excess biot fiber closely with scissors. Note that the completed abdomen should be even and free of any bumps or irregularities.
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	12. Select two full natural brown CDC feathers and stack them so that the tips are even. I prefer CDC from TroutHunter. Hold the paired feathers over the hook to determine the length, which should be equal to that of the hook shank. Grasp the feathers firmly with your left thumb and forefinger (if you are a right-handed tier) and hold them tightly against the top of the hook shank with the feather tips pointing forward over the hook eye. Take one loose turn of thread completely around the wing and pull tight. Take several more tight turns of thread.
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	13. Trim the butts of the CDC feathers closely.
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	14. Post the wing by pulling it upright and taking turns of thread in front of it. Hold the wing by the tips and wrap upward for 1/16 inch, then back down to the hook shank.
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	15. The posted wing should appear like this when completed.
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	16. Select a large brown partridge hackle and cut a notch in the tip. This is an optional step that I like to add for many of the mayfly duns that have speckled or mottled wings such as the March Browns or Light Cahills.
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	17. Bring the hackle against the wing from the underside of the fly.
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	18. Fold the fibers of the partridge hackle flat against the sides of the CDC and hold them there with your left hand.
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	19. Take two loose diagonal turns of tying thread around the folded hackle before pulling the thread taut. This will help to distribute the partridge fibers more evenly.
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	20. When thread tension is applied the fibers should fan slightly
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	21. Hold the wing fibers tightly against the CDC post with your left thumb and forefinger and take a few turns of thread around the base of the wing post.
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	22. Return the tying thread to a position behind the wing.
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	23. Select a cree hackle with barbs 1 to 11/2 times the width of the hook gap and strip off the webby base fibers. You can also use one grizzly and one ginger hackle. Tie in the stem of the hackle firmly, leaving 1/8 inch of clear stem exposed. Orient the bright side of the hackle toward the hook eye. Trim away the excess stem.
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	24. Dub the first half of the thorax with tan Superfine dubbing.
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	25. Dub in front of the wing, stopping well short of the hook eye. Be sure to dub tightly against the base of the wing post to secure it in an upright position and to cover any areas directly under it.
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	26. Wrap the hackle forward in open turns over the thorax section and tie off.
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	27. Trim away the surplus hackle tip.
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	28. Dub a small head of tan Superfine dubbing, whip-finish, and trim the thread closely.
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	29. Rotate the vise and trim the hackle fibers flat on the underside of the fly.
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	30. The completed March Brown CDC Thorax Dun. The techniques used here produce a fly that floats very well and sits close to the surface, giving the fish the well-defined silhouette of a freshly hatched mayfly dun.
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GORDON QUILL (Epeorus pleuralis)

Hook: #12 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Yellow 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Black-and-white barred turkey biot dyed light yellow

Thorax: Callibaetis Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Bronze dun
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EARLY BLUE QUILL (Paraleptophlebia adoptiva)

Hook: #16-18 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Dark brown 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Mahogany turkey or goose biot

Thorax: Mahogany brown Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Bronze dun
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RED QUILL FEMALE (Ephemerella subvaria)

Hook: #12-14 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Dark brown 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Rusty brown turkey biot

Thorax: Rusty brown Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Bronze dun




[image: Image]

HENDRICKSON (Ephemerella subvaria, male)

Hook: #12-14 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Tan 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Hendrickson turkey biot

Thorax: Hendrickson pink Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dark dun CDC

Hackle: Bronze dun
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LIGHT CAHILL (Maccaffertium ithaca, M. modestum, and Stenacron interpunctatum)

Hook: #14-16 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Cream Microfibetts

Abdomen: Light cahill turkey biot

Thorax: Light cahill Superfine dubbing

Wings: Cream CDC and gray partridge fibers (optional)

Hackle: Cream or barred cream
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LEMON CAHILL (Stenacron spp.)

Hook: #14-16 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Yellow Microfibetts

Abdomen: Sulphur yellow turkey biot

Thorax: Sulphur yellow Superfine dubbing

Wings: Sulphur yellow CDC

Hackle: Cream or barred cream
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PALE SULPHUR (Ephemerella dorothea dorothea, E. invaria, and Leucrocuta hebe)

Hook: #14-18 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Yellow Microfibetts

Abdomen: Yellow turkey or goose biot

Thorax: Sulphur yellow Superfine dubbing

Wings: Dyed light dun CDC

Hackle: Honey dun or pale ginger
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ORANGE SULPHUR (Ephemerella dorothea dorothea and E. invaria)

Hook: #14-18 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Yellow Microfibetts

Abdomen: Sulphur orange turkey or goose biot

Thorax: Sulphur orange Superfine dubbing

Wings: Dyed light dun CDC

Hackle: Cream dyed light pastel orange or honey dun
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DARK BAETIS OLIVE

Hook: #18-22 Daiichi 1180

Thread: Olive dun 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Olive Microfibetts

Abdomen: BWO goose biot

Thorax: BWO Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Grizzly dyed golden olive

Note: Use olive 14/0 Sheer for smaller sizes.
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LIGHT BAETIS OLIVE

Hook: #18-22 Daichii 1180

Thread: Olive dun 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Olive Microfibetts

Body: Olive goose biot

Thorax: Olive Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Grizzly dyed golden olive

Note: Use olive 14/0 Sheer for smaller sizes.
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ATTENUATA OLIVE (Attenella attenuata)

Hook: #16 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light olive 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Light olive turkey biot

Thorax: Golden olive Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dark dun CDC

Hackle: Cream dyed golden olive or dark blue dun
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DARK LATA OLIVE (Drunella lata)

Hook: #12-14 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Olive 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Olive turkey biot

Thorax: Olive Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Medium dun




[image: Image]

SLATE DRAKE (Isonychia bicolor)

Hook: #12-14 Daiichi 1260

Thread: Wine 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Trico turkey biot

Thorax: Mahogany brown Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dun CDC

Hackle: Dark dun
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YELLOW QUILL (Epeorus vitreus)

Hook: #14-16 Daiichi 1100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Dark gray Microfibetts

Abdomen: Amber turkey biot

Thorax: Amber Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural dark dun CDC

Hackle: Dark dun
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GREEN DRAKE (Ephemera guttulata)

Hook: #8-10 Daiichi 1260

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Black moose hair

Abdomen: Cream turkey biot

Thorax: Light cahill Superfine dubbing

Wings: Olive dyed CDC and olive dyed guinea or teal flank fibers

Hackle: Grizzly dyed pale olive




[image: Image]

BROWN DRAKE (Ephemera simulans)

Hook: #10-12 Daiichi 1260

Thread: Tan 8/0 Uni-Thread

Tails: Black moose hair

Abdomen: Callibaetis turkey biot

Thorax: Dark tan Superfine dubbing

Wings: Natural brown CDC and dark brown partridge fibers

Hackle: Cree or grizzly and brown mixed
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The DNA Spinner


	In tying the spinner we are confronted by vast difficulties, which make the tying of a dun seem comparatively easy.

	VINCE MARINARO, A MODERN DRY FLY CODE



Trout hold their secrets close. The best fishermen on any stream don’t necessarily carry the best tackle or have perfect casting technique. They have developed better observation and interpretation skills than their fellow anglers, and that trait alone separates them from the rest of us.

One late June evening, I slipped into my waders and vest and stood for a few minutes at the edge of a little river, watching the water and the air above it while I strung my rod. The surface was calm and very little air stirred the leaves of the trees; here and there the dimpling rises of feeding fish broke the calmness of the water. There were only a few speckled Hydropsyche caddisflies in the air. I was disappointed, but it was still early in the evening.

To pass the time I decided to fish a nymph pattern rather than wait for the flies to begin to hatch. I knotted a small caddis larva imitation to the tippet, added weight to the leader, and began drifting it in a deep seam in a current that usually held fish. Only one average-size trout took the nymph during the next half hour of casting.

[image: Image]

DNA Frosty Fish Fiber, a thin-diameter synthetic fiber that was originally developed as a saltwater streamer material, has the perfect balance of stiffness and softness for spent spinner wings. JAY NICHOLS

[image: Image]

A selection of DNA spinners tied to match some of the common midseason hatches. JAY NICHOLS
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