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Diamonds Aren’t Always 
 a Girl’s Best Friend

you’re probably saying to yourself: What are you talking about? Of course diamonds are a girl’s best friend. Diamonds bring a twinkle to your eye, when your significant other cannot. However, diamonds can’t give you backrubs, kill spiders, or open jars. When he is happy, content in his masculinity, and feels like he has solved your problems . . . Boy, is life better or what?

It is truly rewarding to be with your significant other when you both click, are on the same page, on the same level intellectually, and can talk and communicate and make each other laugh. That’s when he is your best friend and diamonds don’t compare. Diamonds are supposed to be forever, but when both of you are using your minds, hearts, and uniqueness to have a romantic future together, that’s what really lasts.

Most of what you will read about are gestures that require very little money or none at all. Since the majority of us have no money (especially if you have kids) these ideas should be pleasing to your budget. So, how can you be more romantic to him? There are a number of ways you can bring more romance into his life, creative little reminders of the passion you hold for him. You may even manage to wean him off of a constant stream of televised sports.


1 

 Waking the bear

the only items you’ll need for this gesture are coffee, a coffee maker, and the ability to get up a little early.

Before you hit the snooze button that second time, get out of bed and make him his coffee. If you are a modern woman—independent, strong-willed, and believe that you were not born to be a servant girl— consider the cup of coffee a gesture of love.

If he’s like most men, he’s a bear in the morning and must have that coffee before he will even acknowledge your presence. But if you greet him with his kill-the-bear juice when he stumbles out of bed, adjusting himself and muttering under his breath, he’ll perk up instantly. Be warned: You may get a hug and kiss for your efforts, so steel yourself for a blast of morning and coffee breath.

This is an ideal gesture for random mornings or mornings after he’s had a particularly hard day at work.


2 

 Ding-dong. It’s not Avon calling.

items you’ll need for this gesture are a six-pack of his favorite beer, money for a pizza, and a little advanced planning.

Men love pizza, beer, and Monday Night Football. It’s part of their genetic makeup. You can make Monday special for him by purchasing in advance a six-pack of his favorite beer and hiding it in a place he’ll never look . . . where you keep the cleaning supplies, for instance. Put it in the refrigerator after he goes to work. Also, find out how much his favorite pizza costs and have a check ready for it. Plan to be absent for this gesture because your absence will make the gesture seem magical.

If he has a regular work schedule, phone in his pizza so it will arrive home just after he does. If his schedule varies, give him a call and find out when he’ll be getting home. Don’t worry. He won’t get suspicious. He’ll just think you’re trying to keep tabs on him.

When he comes home, have the check and a note waiting under the remote control, which you’ve put in a conspicuous place. On the note, tell him you love him and want him to have the best Monday ever. Tell him to expect a knock at the door soon, which will be accompanied by a pizza. Inform him of the beer awaiting him in the fridge. It will be too early for Monday Night Football, but he can always heat up some pizza later. Come home after you’re pretty sure he’s gotten his pizza and is into his second or third beer. He will kiss your feet.

This gesture is perfect for Mondays during football season, but it can be done anytime. Plan it for a night when his favorite television show is on, for example.


3 

 Chalk up some romance

items you’ll need for this gesture include driveway chalk, getting off work a little early, and the tiniest bit of drawing talent.

Get home well before he does and cover the driveway with chalk scribblings, just like you did when you were a kid. The only difference is that this time you’re covering the driveway with drawings and words of love. If he’s had a hard day and he’s as observant as most men, you’ll need to do something to draw his eyes to the pavement—otherwise he’ll completely miss your romantic gesture.

Leave a couple of pails of chalk at the front of the driveway to block it, for instance. At first, he’ll grumble. He just wants to get out of the car, go through the door, and collapse in his favorite chair with the remote control. But once he sees what you’ve done, his face will break into the same grin he used to carry around when he was sizzling ants with a magnifying glass. Invite him to add his own artistic and poetic ramblings to the driveway.

You might have some fun and make your driveway art a gentle reminder of chores that need his attention. Men fear the dreaded “honey-do list”: Honey, do this. Honey, do that. But if you can draw his attention to overflowing garbage pails with drawings that also remind him of how much you love him, he’ll be more likely to be at your beck and call—even before he’s had that I-just-got-home martini.

This gesture is good for any day, especially if the skies are clear for days to come.


4 

 Ice cream in bed

you’ll need all the makings for his favorite ice cream treat for this gesture, and you’ll need to be able to put them all together first thing in the morning.

This is a twist on breakfast in bed, perhaps the oldest romantic gesture in, um, romancehood. There’s no law that says breakfast has to have eggs or bacon. So break out the vanilla ice cream, hot fudge, whipped cream, and cherry. Make a towering sundae and wake him up with it one Sunday morning.

Make it more than just your average hot fudge sundae. Cover the ice cream with conversation hearts or little heart sprinkles. And if you’re in the mood, you can find some other creative things to do with that whipped cream . . . or with the cherry on top.

This is a great gesture for the weekend. It’s a perfect way to remind him—and you—of how to be a kid again.


5 

 Objects of love

for this gesture, you’ll need an extra-long lunch hour and some creativity.

Plan to meet him for lunch one work day, at his favorite place. Bring with you a box or gift bag. When he asks you what’s in the bag, tell him it’s a bag of your history together or that it’s a box of romance. Smile at his blank or confused expression for a moment, guide him to a table, and fill him in.

Before meeting him, put into the box or bag anything that reminds you of your love for him or your history together. For example, if he makes you laugh, you might put a picture of a clown in the box. If he makes you feel safe, you could represent that by a toy sheriff’s badge you pick up at a department store. If you spent your honeymoon in Disneyland, mark that with a Goofy figurine. Make sure you explain that the figure does NOT suggest you think he’s goofy, or you will offend his fragile male sensibilities. Instead of describing what each object or picture in the bag means to you, you could include him by seeing if he can guess what the pictures or objects represent.

This gesture is good for workdays or weekend picnics, or it could be a prelude to “real” anniversary gifts.


6 

 Sowing the seeds of love

for this gesture, you’ll need seeds, garden supplies, and a green thumb.

Grab some flower seeds and plant them so they’ll grow into the message “I ♥ U.”This is a romantic gesture that will last an entire season and return every year—if that green thumb of yours is working. It will surprise him as the words start to appear, and it will surprise you if it actually works.

This is the sort of gesture you might appreciate more if he did it for you, but it’s the little things that add up to enhance your romantic relationship. Men love how mysterious women can be, but over time that mystique can grow fainter. Keep him on his toes with surprises and your mysterious side, so he’ll always want more.

This gesture takes time, but it will be a long-lasting testament to your love for each other.


7 

 Making a game of romance

for this gesture you’ll need poster board, magic markers, a ruler, glue, scrapbook supplies, and your imagination.

It’s not always easy for you to tell each other what you consider romantic or what you like in the bedroom, so why not make a game out of it—literally? This gesture takes a lot of preparation, but the rewards—for both of you—are worth it.

On the poster board, draw out game spaces. Be creative and use the scrapbook supplies—or pictures cut out of magazines—to fill in the spaces. Write down a list of questions to ask each other that correspond to the spaces on the board. You can use one set of questions or a “his” and “hers” set. It’s up to you. Questions could be: What less-than-obvious part of your body is an erogenous zone? What would you like me to do to that part of your body? How do you like your kisses? Open-mouthed wide? Short or long? Tongued or sweet? Wild and fast?

This game gets you talking about intimacy and sex in a “nonthreatening” way. You know how embarrassing it can be to tell him you’d like more foreplay or that his kisses are too wet? Well, this game gives you the opportunity to get more out of intimacy and lovemaking. The best part is: He’ll think you’re doing this for him, but . . . the benefit for you will probably be greater.

This gesture is good for anytime, especially if your physical relationship has been flagging lately or you are just getting to know one another.


8 

 Eat off his accomplishments

items you’ll need for this gesture include that stuff he keeps in various places all over the house that remind him of his “illustrious” past. You’ll need poster board and some scrapbooking supplies. If you also have a laminating machine, that’s great. But you can get laminating done at any copy store.

Most guys like to brag about their past. If yours is no exception, then he’ll have, for example, newspaper clippings of the day he made the winning touchdown in high school or tickets stubs from theater productions in which he starred, or better yet, the ticket stub from seeing his favorite band after standing in line all day for the tickets. Chances are, your guy has his memorabilia strewn throughout the house or stuffed in a closet somewhere. Since women are more detail-oriented, it’s up to you to gather the record of his important achievements.

One of the best ways to ensure this stuff isn’t just hidden away in a box is to create placemats out of it. Cut the poster board into placemat shapes; then get creative. Put the memorabilia onto the placemats, along with appropriate scrapbook stickers: footballs, comedy/tragedy masks, whatever. Once you’re finished, laminate the placemats, so they’ll be permanent testaments to his past. He’ll appreciate the time, effort, and thoughtfulness it took for you to complete this gesture. You can also take this memorabilia to a copy store where they transfer it onto the color copier. Then they can laminate it for you into a placemat.

This is a great gesture for his birthday or any other time when he’s likely to think about his glory days.


9 

 Baby, you can wash my car

you’ll need super deluxe car-wash solution, top-grade car wax, interior protectant, and some elbow grease for this gesture.

You’re the most important thing in his life . . . unless he’s focused on his car. Then it feels like you’re a distant second. Why are cars so important to men? It’s an ancient mystery that dates back to troglodyte days. Cave paintings are sure to exist that show Og, rising and adjusting himself, spending Saturdays polishing his wheel. If you lavish attention on your chrome and two-tone rival, then he will temporarily associate you with his car. This is a good thing . . . most of the time.

One weekend day, when he’s engrossed in college or pro football—or taking an undeserved weekend nap—go out and detail his car. “Detailing” is basically the same thing as “washing,” except that it’s tons more expensive if you have it done professionally. First, wash the exterior of his car with the finest washing solution money can buy. For that, follow the recommendation of someone at the nearest auto supply store. Buy some of that special stuff that’s supposed to be just for cleaning tires. Really make his ride sparkle. Pay close attention to the wheels, bumpers, and any other chrome-looking parts.

After you’ve washed his car from top to bottom, wax it. One way to make this easier is to buy an electric polisher/buffer. It’s one purchase he will not complain about . . . Girl Scout’s honor. Buff his car until you could eat off of it. Then attack the inside. Vacuum it first, then cover anything that’s not glass or carpet with protectant. It cleans the interior and makes it shiny. Detailing also involves cleaning the parts of a car’s interior that are sometimes overlooked—all the cracks and crevices, portions of the interior that are underneath the seats. If you don’t want to go to that much trouble, it’s OK. Just washing and waxing the car will be enough to make him spend most of halftime singing your praises and professing his undying love to you . . . until the third quarter starts.

This gesture really is a labor of love. It will take some time. Save it for a weekend after he’s been particularly sweet, or after he’s achieved something, like a promotion at work.


10 

 Making love from nothing but bills

for this gesture you’ll need your checkbook and of course money in the checking account, a little time, some stamps, and a card you picked out just for him.

If you’re living together, you’re probably the boss of bill-paying. Guys aren’t usually detail-oriented, and bills are just too much for most of them to handle.

Turn this less-than-pleasant chore into an overture of romance. When you pay that next bill, use it as an opportunity to send him an uplifting card at work. . . . He just might get it in the nick of time, at a moment when he really needs an encouraging word. After all, businesses rarely recognize or motivate hard-working, honest employees—so someone has to!

This gesture is great at the time of the month when you’re the bill-paying maven. He’ll appreciate a loving card arriving at work, no matter what kind of day he’s having.


11 

 Playing hooky

all you need for this gesture is a sick day and the courage to claim it.

A relationship can sometimes suffer because both of you are so busy with what you think of as your “real life”—working forty or more hours a week. Even the best career path has stones and stumps strewn along it. If you’ve gotten to a point where you don’t reach out to one another anymore, enduring those bumps in silence instead, then it’s time play like a kid holding a thermometer up to a 100-watt bulb. It fooled Mom into letting you take a day off from school. In a word: PLAY HOOKY, baby! Oops, that’s three words. But you get the picture.

Play hooky together. Call in sick. Conjure up a couple of realistic-sounding coughs as you tell your respective bosses of the horrific maladies that have befallen you. Then get ready to spend the day together, doing whatever you want to do . . . within reason. Neither of you should do housework or work of any kind, but if you want to “work on” each other, then by all means, get down to business.

Focus on each other and bring out that little kid inside of you. Go to the park if it’s a beautiful day. Play Frisbee. Have a picnic. Drink wine out of bottles in paper bags. Swing each other on the swings, and then go see a movie. Seeing a movie is the perfect activity for your clandestine day of fun and excitement. You don’t have to worry about somebody from work seeing you out when you should be sick in bed, and you both will likely have the whole movie theater to yourself.

Don’t overdue this gesture. Make it an annual, or at most semiannual, occasion . . . and only after you’ve been giving your employers 110 percent for months.


12 

 Welcome home

for this gesture, you need your front door, timing, patience, and some tongue biting. While this one is probably best for folks who have been together for several years, it should work equally well for any couple.

You like to communicate. It’s your nature. Talking is a way of establishing intimacy, blowing off steam, and to have your emotional needs met. That’s why, as soon as he comes home, you want to tell him what the neighborhood bully did to your son today, how Jane needs new shoes, and how the toilet doesn’t work. Right?

But men are odd creatures. When they first open the door, they have reverted to their ancient, Cro-Magnon counterparts. They want to go into their caves and huddle and gain strength. They feel like they’ve spent the day doing the modern equivalent of hunting, gathering, and slaughtering wooly mammoths. The last thing they want is more challenges to face when they get home.

So, meet him at the front door all smiles and kisses. Grab his coat and briefcase, and tell him how excited you are to see him. Say nothing more. If he talks about how his day went, just listen and offer sympathy. If it was a bad day for him, validate his feelings with words like, “I know how you feel.” He will be suspicious at first. But once he realizes you aren’t doing all this because you’ve got really bad news to share, he’ll relax. He’ll probably even hug and kiss you and . . . miracle of miracles . . . ask you about your day and actually listen. He’ll be ready to hear about the toilet.

This gesture is a good one for workdays. Make it a “just because” gesture. He’ll appreciate it most if he’s not expecting it at all.


13 

 Wall of love

for this gesture you’ll need a sane mind if your garage is cluttered to the hilt, cleaning supplies, some organization, garbage pails, dust cloths, photos, magazine cut-outs, paint, and some creativity.
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