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Editors’ Notes





  




  Modern American Army terminology is generally used wherever an equivalent term is applicable. In cases where there may be nuances where we think the reader might enjoy learning the German term, we have included it with an explanation.




  In cases where the German term is commonly understood or there is no good, direct English equivalent, we have tended to retain the original German term, e.g., Schwerpunkt (point of main effort), Auftragstaktik (mission-type orders) etc.




  In an attempt to highlight the specific German terminology, we have italicized German-language terms and expressions. Since most of the terms are repeated several times, we have not included a glossary. There is a rank-comparison table at the back of the book listing German Army, Waffen-SS and US Army equivalents.




  Unit designations follow standard German practise, i.e., an Arabic numeral before the slash (e.g., 1./SS-Aufklärungs-Abteilung 1) indicates a company or battery formation. A Roman numeral indicates the battalion within the regiment.




  The same holds true when discussing Luftwaffe formations. An Arabic numeral before the slash (e.g., 1/Schlachtgeschwader 3) refers to the first squadron (Staffel) of the wing. A Roman numeral would indicate the group (Gruppe) within the wing (Geschwader).







  



  
Foreword





  


  

  The author, Timm Haasler, is to be thanked for his objective and highly detailed research into the military history of Panzer-Brigade 105 and his exhaustive review of the source material. Despite the lack of personal recollections of the few members of this brigade who are still alive, he has not allowed its soldiers and officers to be forgotten, a fact that must be commended. It has been an honor for me to write this foreword as one of the last living officers from this formation.




  The establishment of Panzer-Brigade 105 — a formation composed of seasoned soldiers and officers — was most assuredly a pressing matter for the Inspector General of the Armored Forces at the time (August 1944). It was a defensive measure intended to be employed against the unchecked advance of the Soviet field armies. As a result, the formation was established and trained very quickly at the Mielau Training Area in East Prussia. The brigade was intended to counter deep penetrations and envelopments by the enemy by means of fluid maneuver and massed firepower by armored elements.
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    Heinz Rieck
former Hauptmann and Commander 2./Panzer-Grenadier-Bataillon 2105




  The brigade was employed in the west, however; probably to beef up the defensive capabilities of the forces in that theater, where the invasion forces of the Western Allies had advanced to the borders of the Reich against only slight resistance. As a result, the brigade was finally employed in the vicinity of Lüttich with a number of other formations and units to defend against the enemy’s penetration. It was not possible to employ the heavy firepower of the brigade as a whole. Instead, elements were attached and reattached again and again to other formations as small Kampfgruppen. In the end, and after only a short period of employment, what remained of the brigade in terms of tanks, other armored vehicles and personnel were consolidated with the seasoned 9. Panzer-Division.




  It is with admiration and respect that we bow to the soldiers ad officers of this brigade who lost their lives in the fighting that often appeared to have no chance of success. Despite their defeat, they fought in fulfillment of their military obligation.







  



  
Introduction and Acknowledgements





  


  

  The subject of this book is the history of Panzer-Brigade 105 from its establishment in July 1944 until its deactivation and consolidation with the 9. Panzer-Division at the end of September 1944. It makes no pretense at completeness, since only a limited number of sources and first-hand accounts were available. It was also not possible to offer a narrative of the formation as a formation, since it was attached to several other formations during its short existence and, at the same time, other formations were attached to the brigade over and over again. Furthermore, the brigade was never employed as a whole. In some cases, individual Kampfgruppen of the brigade were attached to different corps. As a result, it is appropriate to cover the entire sector of the front where the brigade was employed. In order to bridge some of the gaps, sources from the brigade’s former enemies as well as statements by civilians — where available — were also included.




  As already mentioned at the beginning, the few sources poised a huge challenge, inasmuch as neither the brigade’s daily log nor other documents survived. As a result, the entire chronology of events has been reconstructed based on the documents of superior, neighboring or subordinate commands as well as documents from the American forces. These primary sources were supplemented by first-hand accounts of eyewitnesses and the available literature on the subject, including newspaper accounts and the Internet. Several trips to the former area of operations of the brigade, as well as original photographic material, provided great assistance in piecing events together and verifying personal accounts.




  As a rule, I have placed greater value on primary sources whenever there are contradictions involving secondary sources or personal accounts. Consequently, any mistakes and incorrect conclusions can be attributed to me. The fact that primary sources can also have a considerable number of mistakes is a fact that has been driven home to me more than once in my evaluation of a number of original documents. This is true especially in the case of numbers, where I frequently found myself in the dilemma of trying to verify three different and varying primary sources.




  First-hand accounts generally have a reputation for being inexact and imbued with subjectivity. I am willing to “fall on my sword” in this instance in defense of all previously interviewed eyewitnesses, since almost all of the events described could be integrated into the “big picture” seamlessly and verified by other sources. Although there was frequently a lack of complete focus in terms of times and locations, this is understandable with the passage of almost 60 years from when events were experienced.




  A large help in verifying the statements of eyewitnesses were the web pages of the Volksbundes Deutscher Kriegsgräberfürsorge (Association for the Maintenance of German War Graves). It was frequently the case that events that veterans remembered were coupled with the loss of a comrade. The exact date of death of almost all of those lost could be determined thanks to this web page which, in turn, allowed a seamless reconstruction of events.




  It was not until I neared the end of my research that I discovered that the daily logs of the 9. Panzer-Division had not only been published in the association newsletters of the 9. Panzer-Division in the 1960’s but also in an account prepared much earlier by Generalmajor Jollasse, one of the division’s commanders and the commander during some of the period under discussion. It must be mentioned that I did not rewrite all of the footnote references to backdate to the earlier source, since the division’s daily log constitutes a major portion of many chapters of this book and such an update would have taken weeks of work. Furthermore, it remains uncertain to this day, how Generalmajor Jollasse was able to come up with the daily logs at the beginning of the 1950’s, since the original logs of the division are not to be found either at Freiburg or in the United States. That said, it must be assumed that he worked with original documents, since his account is extensive in nature and corresponds substantially with the daily logs of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps.




  The same applies to the account of Generalleutnant Schack. Initially, I only had access to an account that was written in the 1960’s. This account, however, was based on one written in 1948, that had been written at the behest of the US Army in Europe’s Historical Division.




  ***




  Of course, this book could not have been written with the substantial support of a number of other people. I would like begin by thanking Kurt Gätzschmann (II./Panzer-Regiment 33), Klaus Voß (Panzer-Brigade 106) and Heinz Wrobel (Panzer-Grenadier-Bataillon 2105), who all provided me with unrestricted access to their own sources and research material, as well as having opened the door to other important contemporary eyewitnesses or other researchers. From within the former Panzer-Brigade 105, the following gentlemen have helped me with their recollection, which helped fill some other gaps in the narrative: Horst Hanemann, Horst Arloth, Josef König and Erich Reitgaßl (all from Panzer-Abteilung 2105); Heinz Rieck, Heinz Büchner, Erwin Lies and Eberhard Zettier (all from Panzer-Grenadier-Bataillon 2105).




  Other contemporaries, who cannot be left out include Hubert Meyer (12. SS-Panzer-Division “Hitlerjugend”) and Dr. Gerd Schiffmacher and Gerhard Buntrock (both from Sturmgeschütz-Brigade 394). Rainer Hülshegger and the Geschichtsverein Monschauer Land (Historical Society of the Monschau Province) have earned my unreserved thanks since they made correspondence available to me from former members of Panzer-Brigade 105, who are now deceased. My many thanks are also extended to Jürgen Wilhelm, who placed his extensive research concerning Panzer-Brigade 105 at my disposal, and to Günter von der Weiden, who had already initiated extensive research into the fighting around Stolberg and who granted me access to his archival material. It was in this manner that first-hand accounts from other veterans of the brigade could be incorporated into the book, including the extensive account written by the brigade’s former commander, Major Heinrich Volker.




  My special thanks are also extended to the following gentlemen: Christian Stock (USA), who looked for me in the archives of the brigade’s former opponents in the United States; Jeff Dugdale (Great Britain); Bill Auerbach, Thomas L. Jentz and Doug Nash (all USA); Piet Duits (The Netherlands), who steered additional German documents from American archives in my direction; Martin Block (Germany) and Hans Peulen (The Netherlands), who provided me with documents from German and American archives; Alfred Schulte, who was always doing things for me in the area stretching from Stolberg to Aachen and who discovered additional sources and eyewitnesses for me; Marcel Zwarts (The Netherlands), who tracked down photographs for me in Holland; Heinz Godesar and the Geschichtsverein Eupen, as well as Hubert Keldenich of Welkenraedt, who provided support in reconstructing the fighting around Eupen.




  I have attached great importance to using only authentic photographic material for this book, however, there is no guarantee that a photo that has been used may not have been taken in the area of operations covered. My thanks in this instance are directed especially towards Stefan De Meyer (Belgium), who provided the majority of the photos used from out of his personal archives, assumed responsibility for almost all of the copying of photos and selected the best images from among all the photographs. By the same token, I would like to thank the following gentlemen who also provided photographs for this project: Lee Archer and Andrew Hall (Great Britain); Bob Searl, Lee M. Teicholz, Steven Zaloga, Frank Hall, Gerald and Wanda McLaughlin, Vic Damon, Marvin Mischnik and Aurio J. Pierro (USA); Mirko Bayerl (Sweden); Henri Rogister, Leo Kever, Francis Bebronne, M. & M. Schmetz, Günther and Marcel Willems (Belgium); Rainer Hülshegger, Günter von der Weiden, Klaus Voss, Dr. Karl Schleicher, Jürgen Wilhelm, Heinz Wrobel, Karlheinz Münch, Detlev Terlisten (Germany); W. Klinkenberg (The Netherlands); the City Archives of Heerlen; the Photographic Archives of Ceges.




  As I was able to find new sources for this book up to the point of its publication, it would please me immensely if the interested reader could provide me with any additional material as to what happened some 60 years ago. I would be grateful in receiving any additional sources and any constructive criticism.




  Timm Haasler











  CHAPTER 1




  




  The Origin of Separate German Armored Brigades in 1944




  1.1 Organization and Equipment




  As part of the assessment of the situation for Heeresgruppe Mitte on 2 July 1944, Hitler stated that it would appear prudent to have small, highly mobile, armored Kampfgruppen available in just such situations that could be employed rapidly in order to take the enemy armored spearheads by surprise and defeat them. The Chief of the Army Staff within the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht also noted the following:






   The Führer generally conceptualizes the organization of these types of Kampfgruppen as follows:




  • One armored SPW battalion.




  • One armored group of approximately 30-40 tanks (to include the light Panzerjäger IV).




  • One antitank company or the Pak 37 limbered to an SPW and a few 2-centimeter or 3.7-centimeter antiaircraft weapons.




  • The Führer requested approximately 12 of these Kampfgruppen, which he would like to have designated as brigades.




  The Führer is expecting a recommendation concerning the organization of this type of Kampfgruppe.1







  ***




  On 3 July 1944, the Force Structure Directorate of the General Staff of the Army within the High Command of the Army (OKH/GenStdH/Org.Abt. = Oberkommando des Heeres/Generalstab des Heeres/Organizations-Abteilung) proposed to accomplish the formation of the 12 Kampfgruppen by restructuring several armored divisions. To this end, it was intended for elements of the 6., 9., 11., 19. and 116. Panzer-Division to be reorganized into an armored Kampfgruppe, each of which was to have a tank battalion (equipped with Panzer IV’s), an SPW battalion and an antitank company. The remaining armored Kampfgruppen were to consist of a tank battalion (equipped with either Panzer IV’s or Panthers) a motorized grenadier battalion and an antitank company. The personnel and equipment for these formations were to be provided by the following armored divisions:






   • 6. Panzer-Division with the attached I./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland”




  • 9. Panzer-Division with its II./Panzer-Regiment 33




  • 11. Panzer-Division with its I./Panzer-Regiment 15




  • 19. Panzer-Division with its I./Panzer-Regiment 27




  • 25. Panzer-Division with the attached I./Panzer-Lehr-Regiment and the division’s Panzer IV battalion




  • 116. Panzer-Division with the I./Panzer-Regiment 24.







  In the event these Kampfgruppen were to be formed, they were also supposed to receive trains elements with a 60-ton transportation capacity and an armored vehicle maintenance platoon. This recommendation for the establishment of armored Kampfgruppen was not accepted, however.2




  ***




  On 7 July 1944, the Inspector General of the Armored Forces submitted a table of organization and equipment for the proposed armored brigades, which were still designated as a “Panzer Kampfgruppe”. The ordered was classified as a secret command matter and given the number 1892/44. This armored Kampfgruppe essentially consisted of the following elements and major items of equipment:




  



  • Headquarters, Armored Brigade with




  • 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored signals vehicle)




  • Armored Brigade Headquarters Company with a signals platoon, an armored reconnaissance platoon and a terrain reconnaissance section.




  • 3 Sd.Kfz. 251/1 (medium armored personnel carrier)




  • 4 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored radio signals vehicle)




  • 3 Sd.Kfz. 251/7 (medium engineer equipment vehicle)




  • 3 Sd.Kfz. 251/11 (medium armored wire signals vehicle)




  • Headquarters, Tank Battalion with an armored antiaircraft section




  • 3 Panzer V (Panther)




  • 2 Recovery vehicles (Panther)




  • 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/8 (medium armored ambulances)




  • 4 Fla-Panzer IV (armored antiaircraft vehicles with 3.7-centimeter antiaircraft cannon)




  • 1st, 2nd and 3rd Tank Companies




  • 11 Panzer V (Panther) each




  • 4th Tank Company




  • 11 light Panzerjäger IV




  • Logistics Company with an antiaircraft platoon




  • Armored Vehicle Maintenance Platoon




  • 1 Armored recovery vehicle (Panzer III model)




  • Headquarters, Mechanized Infantry Battalion




  • 3 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored radio signals vehicle)




  • 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/8 (medium armored ambulances)




  • 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/11 (medium armored wire signals vehicle)




  • 1st and 2nd Mechanized Infantry Companies




  • 10 Sd.Kfz. 251/1 (medium armored personnel carrier) each




  •   2 Sd.Kfz. 251/2 (medium armored personnel carrier with 8-centimeter mortar) each




  •   2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored radio signals vehicle) each




  •   2 Sd.Kfz. 251/9 (medium armored personnel carrier with 7.5-centimeter L24 main gun) each




  •   7 Sd.Kfz. 251/17 (medium armored personnel carrier with 2-centimeter antiaircraft automatic cannon) each




  • 3rd Mechanized Infantry Company (Heavy)




  • 15 Sd.Kfz. 251/1 (medium armored personnel carrier)




  •   2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored radio signals vehicle)




  •   6 Sd.Kfz. 251/9 (medium armored personnel carrier with 7.5-centimeter L24 main gun)




  •   1 Sd.Kfz. 251/11 (medium armored wire signals vehicle)




  • 4th Mechanized Infantry Company, with three platoons (in some cases, listed as a separate an Armored Combat Engineer Company)




  •   1 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (medium armored radio signals vehicle)




  • 14 Sd.Kfz. 251/7 (medium engineer equipment vehicle)




  •   6 Sd.Kfz. 251/16 (medium flamethrower vehicle)




  • Logistics Company (mechanized Infantry Battalion)




  




  ***




  The personnel strength of the tank battalion was listed as 25 officers, 4 civil servants, 269 noncommissioned officers and 472 enlisted personnel. In all: 770 men. The numbers for the mechanized infantry battalions were listed as: 31 officers, 3 civil servants, 213 noncommissioned officers and 834 enlisted personnel. In total: 1,081 men. No personnel strengths were listed for the brigade headquarters and the headquarters companies of the brigades.




  The numbers of major items of equipment for each brigade were: 36 Panzer V’s, 2 Armored Recovery Vehicles (Panzer V), 11 light Jagdpanzer IV, 4 Fla-Panzer IV and 115 medium SPW’s. In all some 10 brigades were envisioned, with the first four brigades to initially dispense with the light antitank company.3




  On 11 July 1944, the Force Structure Directorate ordered the Chief of Army Armament and Commander-in-Chief of the Replacement Army (Chef Heeresrüstung und Befehlshaber des Ersatzheeres) to form 10 armored brigades with designations running consecutively from Panzer-Brigade 101 to Panzer-Brigade 110. Panzer-Brigade 101 to Panzer-Brigade 104 were supposed to be ready for combat employment no later than 15 August 1944. It was intended for Panzer-Brigade 105 and Panzer-Brigade 106 to be combat ready no later than 31 August 1944. The target date for Panzer-Brigade 107 and Panzer-Brigade 108 was 15 September 1944; the target date for the remaining two brigades — Panzer-Brigade 109 and Panzer-Brigade 110 — was 25 September 1944.




  The personnel for Panzer-Brigade 101 and Panzer-Brigade 102 were to come from Panzergrenadier-Division “Feldherrnhalle” and the 20. Panzer-Division. Those for Panzer-Brigade 106 were to come from Ersatzbrigade “Feldherrnhalle”, while those for the remaining seven brigades were to come from elements of the Replacement Army, especially from the 233. Reserve-Panzer-Division and the 25. Panzergrenadier-Division.4




  One week later, the Force Structure Branch of the Inspector General for Armored Forces presented a collated folder (No. 2100/44, classified as secret command matter) with the table of organization and equipment (Kriegstärkenachweisung or KStN) for the “armored brigades”. Along with the base table of organization and equipment, were all of the annexes.




  These annexes covered organization, the appropriate subordinate tables of organization and equipment, the authorized strengths for personnel and weapons, the authorized allowances for tracked and wheeled vehicles, the authorized allowances for special-purpose ammunition, the authorized allotment of radio and other signals equipment and the load plans for the 60-ton trains elements. With regard to Panzer-Brigade 105, the following directive was entered under Item 3 and should be kept in mind for later:






   The established personnel and material strengths are firm and are to function as the basis for reporting.5







  A comparison of the two organizational charts dated 7 and 18 July shows that the only difference in the organization was the actual detachment of the Armored Combat Engineer Company from the Mechanized Infantry Battalion. Otherwise, the organization model of 7 July 1944 was used entirely. The following tables of organization and equipment were used for the subordinate elements of the brigade:




  



  • Headquarters and Headquarters Company of an Armored Brigade: 1104 a (freie Gliederung = f.G. = variable structure), dated 1 April 1944 and minus sections




  • b) 1 section of the Terrain Reconnaissance Platoon




  • f) Assistant Medical Evacuation Section and




  • g) Armaments Section




  and adding




  • An Armored Reconnaissance Platoon: 1107 b (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944 and




  • 1st - 4th Terrain Reconnaissance Sections: 1150 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Headquarters, Mechanized Infantry Battalion (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1108 a (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944 (with changes).




  • Mechanized Infantry Company, Type C (Armored) (Variable Structure) (2x): 1114 c (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Partial Unit: Leader of a Heavy Company, Type A (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1121 a (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Partial Unit: 12-centimeter Mortar Platoon (Armored) (2x): 1126 (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944, with changes, and also adding: 1 Wurfrahmen Section (Wurfrahmen = a framework type device used for firing larger caliber, mortar-like rounds)




  • Partial Unit: Heavy Cannon Platoon (7.5-centimeter) (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1125 (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Reinforced Company, Mechanized Infantry Battalion (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1180 (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Headquarters, Tank Battalion (Variable Structure): 1107 a (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944, plus




  • a) Command Section: 1150 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944, and with changes:




  • 1st and 2nd Sections of the Armored Antiaircraft Platoon: 1196 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • “Panther” Tank Company (variable Structure) (3x): 1177 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Tank Destroyer Company (Assault Gun) (Variable Structure): 1149 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Reinforced Company for a “Panther” Tank Battalion: 1151 a (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944, with changes and plus




  • Antiaircraft Platoon: 1150 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944.




  • Armored Engineer Company: 714, dated 1 April 1944, including




  • a) Command Section




  • b) 1st Platoon




  • c) 2nd Platoon




  • e) Maintenance Section




  • f) Combat Trains




  • g) Field Trains.




  In addition, as the 3rd Platoon




  • 4th (Flame[thrower]) Platoon (Armored): 1118, dated 1 April 1944, with changes




  • Signals section: 1118, dated 1 April 1944.




  • “Panther” Maintenance Platoon: 1187 (f.G.), dated 1 April 1944, with changes




  • Large Field Trains (60 tons): 1231, dated 1 November 19436




  




  Minor changes were made in the equipment authorizations, for example, the brigade’s Headquarters Company had four Sd.Kfz. 251/5, the combat-engineer command version of the SPW, in lieu of the originally authorized three Sd.Kfz. 251/7, the combat-engineer equipment variant. The headquarters of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion received an additional Sd.Kfz. 251/3, giving it a total of four of the armored signals vehicle. The Armored Engineer Company was issued an additional two Sd.Kfz. 251/17, which was the SPW equipped with the 2-centimeter KwK 38 antiaircraft automatic cannon.




  Of interest is the fact that the “Panther” armored recovery vehicle, the Bergepanther, was not authorized, although it can be proven that four of the armored brigades — 105-108 — received these vehicles.




  In the area of personnel authorizations, these increased from a total of 1,851 to 1,902: 57 officers, 7 civil servants, 486 noncommissioned officers and 1,352 enlisted personnel.7




  ***




  On 24 July, the original establishment order of 11 July was rescinded, although its replacement was basically an expansion of same. It was intended for Panzer-Brigade 106 and Panzer-Brigade 110 to receive the honorific of “Feldherrnhalle”. The former brigade was to receive what was left of Panzergrenadier-Division “Feldherrnhalle” at the Mielau Training Area. Panzer-Brigade 110 would receive its personnel from Ersatzbrigade “Feldherrnhalle”.




  In the case of Panzer-Brigade 105, it was intended to give it personnel from the remaining motorized elements of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division; in the case of Panzer-Brigade 107, these were to come from the 25. Panzergrenadier-Division. The Mielau Training Area was designated as the location for activation for both of these brigades.




  Personnel for Panzer-Brigade 101 through Panzer-Brigade 104, as well as Panzer-Brigade 108 and Panzer-Brigade 109, were to come from the Replacement Army, primarily from the 233. Reserve-Panzer-Division and the 25. Panzer-Division.




  The modified order did nothing to change the timelines established in the original order of 11 July 1944. Any equipment still available from within the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division and the 25. Panzergrenadier-Division, as well as from Panzergrenadier-Division “Feldherrnhalle”, was to be used by the Chief of Army Armament and Commander-in-Chief of the Replacement Army to establish the brigades (inasmuch as it was not already being used to reconstitute the 6. Panzer-Division, as was the case with Panzergrenadier-Division “Feldherrnhalle”). The Chief of Army Armament and Commander-in-Chief of the Replacement Army was directed to report those elements of the three earmarked mechanized infantry divisions that were available to assist in the establishment of the brigades.8




  On 6 August 1944, the Force Structure Directorate of the General Staff of the Army issued orders reorganizing the later forming brigades (105-110) (No. I/18056/44, classified as SECRET COMMAND MATTER). Two days later, the Force Structure Branch of the Inspector General of the Armored Forces presented a revised edition of its original collated folder (File No. 2270, classified as Secret Command Matter). The revision was justified by the Force Structure Branch as a result of a change to the tables of organization and equipment dated 18 July.9 In Part I, it was stated:




  



  The directive by the Führer that the armored brigades are to be outfitted with a large number of the three-barreled weapons on SPW’s has necessitated a [structural] reorganization and reworking of the tables of organization and equipment for the armored brigades, as given in annexes 1-7.10




  




  The changes to the tables of organization and equipment dated 18 July 1944 had as a result that the Mechanized Infantry Battalion went from three to five companies.




  



  • The two Mechanized Infantry Companies, Type C (Armored) (Variable Structure) that had used Table of Organization and Equipment 1114 c (gp) (f.G.) (dated 1 July 1944) were reorganized under Table of Organization and Equipment 1114 a (gp) (f.G), dated 1 August 1944, to become two Mechanized Infantry Companies, Type A (Armored) (Variable Structure).




  • The two new Mechanized Infantry Companies were




  • Mechanized Infantry Company, Type B (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1114 b (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 August 1944 and




  • Mechanized Infantry Company, Type D (Armored) (Variable Structure): 1114 d (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 August 1944.




  • In the case of the Reinforced Mechanized Infantry Company, Type A (Armored) (Variable Structure) that had used Table of Organization and Equipment 1180 a (gp) (f.G.) (dated 1 April 1944), it was reorganized under Table of Organization and Equipment 1180 b (gp) (f.G.), dated 1 August 1944, to become a reinforced Mechanized Infantry Company, Type B (Armored) (Variable Structure)




  




  In addition, the Antiaircraft Platoon within the Logistics Company of the Tank Battalion turned in its three 2-centimeter quad-antiaircraft cannon (mounted on 8-ton prime movers) for four 2-centimeter three-barreled antiaircraft cannon (mounted on trucks). The Logistic Company’s Antiaircraft Platoon, which was an additional authorization to begin with, changed its Table of Organization and Equipment from 1150 (f.G.) (dated 1 April 1944) to 1129 (dated 1 August 1944). The latter Table of Organization and Equipment governed a platoon organized with three-barreled 2-centimeter cannon.11




  ***




  All of this led to equipment changes within the Mechanized Infantry Battalion. Within the 1st and 2nd Companies, the number of medium SPW’s was reduced from 23 to 21. Instead of the seven Sd.Kfz. 251/17’s (2-centimeter antiaircraft cannon), there were now six Sd.Kfz. 251/21’s (2-centimeter three-barreled antiaircraft cannon). The number of Sd.Kfz. 251/1’s was reduced from 10 to 9. In addition, in each of these two companies, there were two Sd.Kfz. 251/2’s (8-centimeter mortar), two Sd.Kfz. 251/3’s (armored radio signals vehicles) and two Sd.Kfz. 251/9’s (7.5cm, L/24 cannon vehicles).




  In the two newly added companies, the 3rd and the 4th, there were 22 and 20 SPW’s respectively. The 3rd Company had 8 Sd.Kfz. 251/1’s, 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3’s (armored radio signals vehicles) and 12 Sd.Kfz. 251/21’s (2-centimeter three-barreled antiaircraft cannon). The 4th Company had 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3’s and 18 Sd.Kfz. 251/21’s. The 5th Company had the same number of SPW’s: 15 Sd.Kfz. 251/1’s, 2 Sd.Kfz. 251/3’s, 6 Sd.Kfz. 251/9’s (cannon vehicles) and 1 Sd.Kfz. 251/11 (armored signals wire vehicle).12




  ***




  As a result of these equipment changes, the personnel strength of the brigade rose to a total of 2,089: 65 officers, 7 civil servants, 568 noncommissioned officers and 1,149 enlisted personnel. They were distributed as follows:




  



  • Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters Company: 9 / 0 / 38 / 144 / 191




  • Mechanized Infantry Battalion: 26 / 3 / 233 / 670 / 932




  • Tank Battalion: 22 / 2 / 236 / 343 / 603




  • Armored Engineer Company: 4 / 0 / 28 / 147 / 179




  • Armored vehicle maintenance Platoon: 3 / 2 / 25 / 102 / 132




  • Field trains (60-ton): 1 / 0 / 8 / 43 / 5213




  ***


  

  




  The vehicular strength of the brigade was as follows:




   11 Jagdpanzer IV




     4 Flakpanzer IV (3.7-centimeter cannon, the so-called Möbelwagen or “furniture van”)




    3 Befehlswagen V (Panther) (the command and control variant of the Panther)




   33 Panzerkampfwagen V (Panther)




     2 Bergepanther (not authorized)




     1 Bergepanzer III




  157 Schützenpanzerwagen, as follows




   46 Sd.Kfz. 251/1




     4 Sd.Kfz. 251/2 (8-centimeter mortar)




   21 Sd.Kfz. 251/3 (Armored radio signals vehicle)




     4 Sd.Kfz. 251/5 (Armored engineer vehicle)




   14 Sd.Kfz. 251/7 (Engineer equipment vehicle)




     4 Sd.Kfz. 251/8 (Armored ambulance)




   10 Sd.Kfz. 251/9 (7.5-centimeter cannon vehicle)




     6 Sd.Kfz. 251/11 (Armored signals wire vehicle)




     6 Sd.Kfz. 251/16 (Armored flamethrower vehicle)




   42 Sd.Kfz. 251/21 (2-centimeter three-barreled antiaircraft cannon)




   69 Kettenkräder (a light utility vehicle with a motorcycle-type front and halftrack rear)




   27 Motorcycles of all types




   63 Staff cars of all types




  174 trucks of all types




    23 Prime movers of all types




    10 Maintenance vehicles of all types




    10 Trailers of all types




    19 Miscellaneous vehicles14




  With regard to the 2-centimeter three-barreled antiaircraft cannon listed above (either SPW’s or trucks), these were actually all 1.5-centimeter guns in the armored brigades numbered from 105 to 108.




  ***




  The new tables of organization and equipment, as well as the list of what units or formations they applied to, were sent to the brigades on 10 August 1944 by the Inspector General of the Armored Forces (No. I/18704, classified as secret command matter). On 15 August 1944, a Führer order of 6 August 1944 (No. I/18056, classified as secret command matter, with two annexes) concerning the reorganization was sent to the brigades. In it, the Führer once again required that Panzer-Brigade 105 and Panzer-Brigade 106 be combat ready no later than 31 August 1944.15




  



  Overleaf: Photographs taken during the brigade’s activation have not been located to this day. Correspondingly, the major weapons systems and vehicles of the brigade will be demonstrated from photographs of these same vehicles in other formations.




  The photograph above shows the activation ceremony of Panzer-Brigade 106 at the Mielau Training Area in August 1944. Both Panzer-Brigade 106 and Panzer-Brigade 105 were formed at the same time at this training area. The commander of Panzer-Brigade 106, Oberst Dr. Bäke, can be seen to the right. A Panther of Panzer-Abteilung 2106 can be seen all the way to the left. A total of 36 Panthers (Model G) and 11 Panzer IV/70 (V) Tank Destroyers belonged to the battalion’s inventory of armored fighting vehicles. Within this number are also three command and control Panthers, which were part of the battalion headquarters.




  Next to the Panther is a Sd.Kfz. 251/9, a so-called “cannon vehicle” because of its 7.5-centimeter L24 main gun. Ten cannon vehicles were issued to the Mechanized Infantry Battalion. There were two each in the 1st and 2nd Companies and 6 in the 5th (Heavy) Company.




  An Sd.Kfz. 251/21 with its three antiaircraft heavy machine guns can be seen in the foreground. In order to beef up the organic air defenses of Panzer-Brigade 105 through Panzer-Brigade 108 against fighter-bombers, 42 of these vehicles were issued to each formation. As a rule, they consisted of three side-by-side 1.5-centimeter antiair-craft machine guns (Fliegerabwehrmaschinengewehre 151/15). The “triplet” guns proved themselves not only against aerial targets but ground targets as well. The 1st and 2nd Companies of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion had 6 each of the vehicles, the 3rd Company 12 and the 4th Company 18.




  An additional 105 half-tracked vehicles of various types brought the brigade’s authorized end strength of armored personnel carriers to 157.




  Unfortunately, no photographs of the following vehicles could be located:




  • Sd.Kfz. 251/2: This was the version of the armored personnel carrier used to transport the 8-centimeter mortar. It was found exclusively in the 1st and 2nd Companies of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion, with each company receiving two of the vehicles.




  • Sd.Kfz. 251/5: Four of the combat-engineer armored personnel carriers were assigned to the armored reconnaissance platoon of the brigade. Externally, this SPW probably did not differ much form the standard Sd.Kfz. 251/1, since it also could also carry 11 personnel and 2 machine guns.




  • Sd.Kfz. 251/11: There were six of these medium armored wire signals vehicles assigned to the brigade. Three of them were located within the headquarters of the brigade; two of them in the headquarters f the Mechanized Infantry Battalion; and, finally, one of them in the 5th (Heavy) Company of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion. (Photos on next two pages courtesy of Mirko Bayerl)
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   Panzer-Abteilung 2105 had three Befehlspanther in its headquarters and each of its three tank companies had 11 Panthers. The battalion’s fourth company was outfitted with 11 Jagdpanzer IV/70 (V). The photograph above shows a Panther at the beginning of September 1944 in the vicinity of Sambre (Belgium), where it was abandoned. In all probability, the vehicle belonged to SS-Panzer-Regiment 12 of the 12. SS-Panzer-Division “Hitlerjugend”. A Panzer IV/70 (V) can be seen below. It was probably lost in October 1944 as part of Panzer-Abteilung 2108 of Panzer-Brigade 108. (Both photographs courtesy of Stefan De Meyer)
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 Four Flakpanzer IV (3.7-centimeter Flak) belonged to the Armored Antiaircraft Platoon of the tank battalion. This vehicle, which was also known as the Möbelwagen (“furniture van”), was employed in two sections of two within the platoon. The armored antiaircraft vehicles were introduced in 1944 in an effort to combat the increasing air superiority of the Allies. Both of the photographs seen here were taken at the factory. (Both photographs courtesy of Detlev Terlisten)
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  According to the table of organization and equipment, it was intended for the brigade to have a Bergepanzer III in its Armored Vehicle Maintenance Platoon. In fact, this vehicle was not found in any of the four armored brigades that were employed in the west in September 1944. On the contrary, it can be confirmed that each brigade had two Bergepanthers. The photograph above was taken in the winter of 1944 in the Alsace region; the formation it belonged to is unknown. (Photograph courtesy of Karlheinz Münch)




  The Armored Ambulance, the Sd.Kfz. 251/8, was issued to the headquarters of both the Mechanized Infantry Battalion and the Tank Battalion. Each battalion received two of the vehicles. The photograph shows one of these vehicles that was captured by the Americans and employed at Geilenkirchen in December 1944. (Photograph courtesy of Stefan De Meyer)




  




  
1.2 Employment Fundamentals





  On 26 July 1944, the Inspector General of the Armored Forces, Generaloberst Guderian, had “Preliminary Guidelines for the Command and Employment of the Armored Brigade” issued. The entire contents of these guidelines can be found as an appendix. One month later, on 29 August 1944, the word “preliminary” was stricken from the reissued document. On the basis of these guidelines, the commander of Panzer-Brigade 108 assembled an instructional document concerning the employment of armored brigades on 17 September 1944. Inasmuch as it represents the fundamentals of the doctrine released by Generaloberst Guderian, it is reproduced here in its entirety:




  



  Panzer-Brigade 108 In the field, 17 September 1944




  Operations, No. 36/44 SECRET




  REFERENCE: “Guidelines for the Command and Employment of the Armored Brigade” issued by the Inspector General of the Armored Forces on 29 August 1944




  Instructional Guide




  For the Employment of the Armored Brigade




  By order of the Führer, a number of Armored Brigades have been formed, whose composition and equipment varies.




  What does Panzer-Brigade 108 have, and what does it not have?




  1.) Organization:




  Command group;




  Brigade Headquarters Company with Combat Reconnaissance Platoon (SPW mounted), Terrain Reconnaissance Platoon (Kettenkräder and Volkswagen);




  Signals Platoon (SPW mounted);




  1 weak Tank Battalion (3 companies with 11 Panthers each) and 1 Tank destroyer (Assault Gun) Company (11 assault guns). Later on, [the following] is to be added:




  1 strong Mechanized Infantry Battalion (armored) — 5 companies —




  1 Armored Combat-Engineer Company (2 Engineer Platoons and 1 Flamethrower Platoon);




  Logistics elements (to include, 1 Armored vehicle Maintenance Platoon and a 60-ton capacity field-trains element)




  This means that the Armored Brigade is a mixed, armored Kampfgruppe of regimental strength, but not half [the strength] of an armored division on war footing, as it once was.




  2.) Weapons:




  Considerable number of weapons of differing calibers:




  Panthers with the long 7.5-centimeter main gun;




  Tank destroyer version of the assault gun with a long 7.5-centimeter assault cannon (previously missing);




  MG 42’s in the SPW Battalion and within the Armored Combat-Engineer Company




  Triplet machine guns (1.5-centimeter) mounted on SPW’s in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion;




  Cannon SPW’s in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion;




  Medium mortars on SPW’s in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion;




  Heavy mortars with SPW’s in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion;




  [Projectile] Launching Frames on SPW’s in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion (restricted range and ammunition);




  Maschinenpistole 44 [Model 44 Assault Rifle] for two Mechanized Infantry Companies (semiautomatic rifles) with special-purpose ammunition;




  This means a large number of direct-fire weapons and few indirect-fire weapons. Few weapons with long range (only the heavy mortars and these cannot set up rapidly). There is no artillery. It is necessary to supplement [the brigade] in this regard; attached forward observers can be taken along in armored vehicles.




  3.) Reconnaissance capabilities:




  There are no light or heavy armored cars for long-range reconnaissance. The SPW-mounted Reconnaissance Platoon is not suited for that purpose. [The platoon’s] employment at night is restricted. Lead time is needed for combat and terrain reconnaissance.




  4.) Transport capacity is limited. It needs to be supplemented to allow throughput of logistics.




  What is the brigade capable of accomplishing?




  Mission: Employing the principles of maneuver warfare, it can eliminate an enemy force that has penetrated or broken through by means of an immediate or deliberate counterattack, that is, a mounted attack with a local objective.




  The strengths of the Armored brigade lie in its mobility, its firepower and its armor protection. The paramount prerequisite for success is an attack conducted by surprise and in mass by the entire brigade. The Tank Battalion must always move out en masse to provide shock; the SPW Battalion needs to follow closely behind. (Fighting must always be conducted mounted.)




  Where is the brigade not suited for employment?




  The Armored Brigade must not be employed split up or in smaller elements. Its strength is based solely on the massing of its firepower. Organization and training correspond to this requirement.




  It must be stressed that the Armored Brigade may not be split up to defend a sector, and the Mechanized Infantry Battalion may not be employed dismounted.




  The Armored Brigade, therefore, is in no way suited for holding a sector for a long period of time, for positional warfare for days on end or for lengthy screening missions.




  The Armored Brigade will frequently be called upon to attack on short notice in different sectors of the front.




  When the Brigade is attached, the commander of the Brigade is personally accountable to the Inspector General of the Armored Forces for ensuring that the forces of the brigade are not split up and that necessary maintenance periods are made available after every three days of fighting. He has received orders to aggressively point out that maintenance of the striking power of the Brigade depends on on-going maintenance of the armored fighting vehicles.




  /signed/ Musculus




  Oberstleutnant and Commander




  Panzer-Brigade 10816




  




  When one looks at the way Panzer-Brigade 105 was employed later on, it is somewhat of a letdown to see that it was never used in accordance with these guidelines, regardless of whether it was attached to an infantry formation or an armored formation. Whether these guidelines were even familiar to the forces in the field up to the field-army level in those very difficult September days of 1944 for the German Army is not known. Nor is it known whether the guidelines were consciously disregarded to meet the needs of the hour. In any case, such hypothetical questions are beyond the scope of this study.




  ***




  With regard to the brigades’ organization, two factors should be stressed, since they had an impact on operations. As mentioned in the guidelines reproduced above, the brigades had no organic long-range indirect fire available to them, with the exception of mortars and launchers. In contrast, they had an uncommonly strong air-defense component with their 45 1.5-centimeter triplet machine guns on SPW’s and trucks and 4 Flakpanzer IV’s with their 3.7-centimeter rapid-fire cannon.




  The lack of artillery would have disadvantageous effects for the armored brigade when it was employed in the defense, a role for which it was not intended. In addition, the Allied air superiority was so great that the Flak did not play a role worth mentioning, despite its comparative over-representation.




  1.3 The Activation of Panzer-Brigade 105




  The organization and composition of Panzer-Brigade 105 has had many different things written about it in recent years. In particular, the composition of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 has been discussed with some controversy. Major Heinrich Volker, the Brigade Commander, referred to a reinforced tank battalion with 75 Panthers and 2 assault gun platoons after the war. The chronicler of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division, Joachim Engel-mann, came up with a battalion organization of four tank companies, each of which had 17 Panzer IV’s or V’s. Because he was not really certain, he also proposed an alternative organization of four companies, each with 14 Panzer VI’s, the Tiger tank.




  Heinz Wrobel, a former member of the Logistics Company of Panzer-Grenadier-Bataillon 2105, claimed the tank battalion had four companies of 17 Panthers each in the periodical “Alte Kameraden” (“Old Comrades”) in 1985. In addition, there were two command tanks in the battalion headquarters.




  The well-known author, Rolf Stoves, assumed there were approximately 50 Panthers in his 1986 book, Die gepanzerten und motorisierten deutschen Großverbände 1935-1945 (German Major Armored and Motorized Formations, 1935-1945).




  In 1995, even the commander of the battalion, Horst Hanemann, could only recall an organization involving four companies with 17 Panthers each.




  In the same year, in his article about the 1944 armored brigades, Klaus Voss, himself a former member of Panzer-Brigade 106, called into question for the first time what had become conventional wisdom with regard to four companies with 17 Panzer V’s each. He alluded to the proven issuance of 36 Panthers for the brigade.17




  It was not only the composition of the Tank Battalion that was in contention for some time. There was also talk of a separate Heavy Infantry Gun Company as well as a separate Assault Gun Company or a Tank Destroyer Company. Rounding out the picture were divergences from the official table of organization and equipment in the area of machine guns, mortars and launchers.




  ***




  It is not the intent of the author to accuse the aforementioned authors and former soldiers of making false statements. Instead, it is my objective to avoid mistakes and clarify the issue by examining original documents. The primary reason for the differing statements in the past most assuredly is the fact that there are hardly any documents remaining from the time of the brigade’s activation. As a result, many of the statements made above stem from the recollections of veterans that were collected some 30-50 years after the fact. Even so, this does not mean that the believability of veterans of the formations should be questioned, since there are logical explanations for almost all of what has been said.




  One needs to take into account, for example, that the 4./Panzer-Abteilung 2105 and its 11 tank destroyers were not issued to the brigade until the latter was already committed. In addition, the company was then attached to a division for a few days. It can easily be seen how the existence of this company was something that escaped the notice of many former members of the brigade up to the present day.




  Another example adds to the confusion in a completely opposite way. One of the few formations that was attached to the brigade for the entire time of its existence was Sturmpanzer-Abteilung 217. Its primary weapons system, the Sd.Kfz. 166 — perhaps better known to the reader as the Brummbär (“Grizzly Bear”) — had a 15-centimeter Model 1943 assault howitzer (Sturmhaubitze 43). This howitzer was based on the 15-centimeter heavy infantry gun. This vehicle’s rarity — there were only three battalions of them in the entire German Army — could probably have led German soldiers to take it for a self-propelled infantry gun. As a result of the length of the company’s attachment to the brigade, the impression might have also come about that it was an organic part of the formation.




  Based on the following sources, it will be shown that Panzer-Brigade 105 had an identical organization to that of Panzer-Brigade 106, Panzer-Brigade 107 and Panzer-Brigade 108.




  On 11 July 1944, the Force Structure Directorate of the General Staff of the Army within the High Command of the Army ordered the establishment of 10 armored brigades numbered from 101-110. It was intended for Panzer-Brigade 105 to be formed from personnel and equipment levies from the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division. Military District VIII (Wehrkreis VIII) was designated as the brigade’s district for personnel replacements, although the actual activation took place in Military District I.18
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  Major Heinrich Volker, the commander of Panzer-Brigade 105 until its consolidation with the 9. Panzer-Division. Following this, he was initially the commander of Panzergrenadier-Regiment 11 of the 9. Panzer-Division. From the middle of October to the start of November 1944, he was the commander of Panzer-Brigade 107. Promoted to Oberst, Volker’s final assignment was as commander of Panzergrenadier-Regiment Volker, a misleading title, since the formation moved on foot. It was intended in April 1945 to integrate this formation into the last German armored division to be formed, Panzer-Division Clausewitz, but this never happened due to the situation at the time. (Photograph courtesy of Heinz Wrobel)




  




  On 13 July 1944, Major Volker, who was attending a course for regimental commanders at the Berlin suburb of Krampnitz, arrived in Bad Reichenhall along with about 50 other course participants ranging in rank from Major to Colonel. After an introductory presentation in Bad Reichenhall by an officer concerning matters related to the Army and intelligence, Hitler held a talk at the Obersalzberg concerning the missions and employment of the 5 newly established armored brigades and 10 infantry divisions. Following the address, the officers present were appointed as regimental commanders, operations officers and logistics officers. With a handshake, Major Volker was appointed commander of Panzer-Brigade 105 on this day. He was informed that the brigade was being formed at the Mielau Training Area.19




  On 16 July 1944, the remnants of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division, which had been destroyed in the vicinity of Bobruisk and Volma, were sent to the Mielau Training Area in northern Poland. This group numbered 2,160 men.20




  Two days later, the order was issued to establish Panzer-Brigade 105 (Chef H Rüst u. BdE AHA II(2) Nr. 4850/44 SECRET COMMAND MATTER), to which an addendum was issued by a Major Sova (In 6 III E) on 24 July 1944. According to it, it was intended for Panzer-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 35 in Bamberg (Military District XIII) to establish a cadre unit from the remnants of Reserve-Panzer-Abteilung 25 (I/8439 SECRET, dated 2 August 1944). The field post office numbers for the three Panther companies were listed as 29837A, 29837B and 29837D. It cannot be determined whether personnel from other armored replacement battalions (10-18) or remnants of Panzer-Abteilung 18 and Panzer-Abteilung 118 were transferred into the brigade. On the other hand, it can be shown that personnel from the tank course in Erlangen were transferred. The soldiers were given new-equipment training on the Panzer V by the Panther Training Command in Bamberg and Erlangen.21




  On 24 July 1944, the activation orders for the brigade were modified and it was directed that it had until 31 August 1944 to report combat readiness.22




  The order to establish Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 followed on 28 July 1944 (OKH Chef H Rüst u. BdE AHA / Stab I Nr. 33492/44 SECRET COMMAND MATTER). It was intended for the battalion to be formed from remnants of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division provided by Military District I. A replacement formation for the battalion was not designated. The original replacement detachments were retained. The field post numbers for the battalion’s seven companies ran from 25553A to 25553G.




  Some 971 personnel were transferred into the battalion from the remnants of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division. Many headquarters personnel were sent to the newly established mechanized infantry battalion headquarters. Most of the personnel who were transferred into the 1./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 were former members of Panzergrenadier-Regiment 30. Many members of the 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 came from Panzergrenadier-Regiment 51. The 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 consisted of soldiers from all formation and units of the former 18. Panzergrenadier-Division, as well as soldiers from the Genesenenmarschkompanie VII 18/37 — a convalescent company — and Panzergrenadier-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Bataillon 50.




  The remaining two companies of the battalion, which were not formed until later, also received personnel from the ranks of the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division, but there is no detailed information concerning these companies. Additional personnel for the battalion arrived on 28 July 1944 from another convalescent company (Genesenenmarschkompanie
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Hauptmann Horst Hanemann, the commander of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 until he was wounded at Stolberg on 22 September 1944. This photograph was taken in 1943. After his recovery, he became the commander of the I./Panzer-Lehr-Regiment 130, until he was badly wounded again in April 1945. (Photograph courtesy of Horst Hanemann)









  VIII 18/35); on 19 August 1944 from the 2./Grenadier-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Bataillon 90 (a cadre company); on 25 August 1944 from Panzerjäger-Ersatz-Abteilung 8; and on 27 August 1944 from Panzergrenadier-Marsch-Bataillon 1 and Panzergrenadier-Marsch-Bataillon 108 (both cadre battalions).23




  Both of the battalions of Panzer-Brigade 105 were numerically designated as 2105, as were all brigade units. As already indicated, the commander of the brigade was Major Volker, who came from the 19. Panzer-Division. His adjutant was Oberleutnant Mattern. Hauptmann Horst Hanemann became the commander of Panzer-Abteilung 2105. The commander of Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 was Hauptmann Hans Nohse. The commander of Panzer-Pionier-Kompanie 2105 was Hauptmann Friedrich Klein.




  In the case of Hauptmann Hanemann, there is contradictory information. Some members of the battalion continue to claim that Hauptmann Siegfried Krüger did not assume command of the battalion when Hauptmann Hanemann was wounded. Indeed, they claim that he was already the commander during the battalion’s formation. In refutation of these claims is a document dated 18 September 1944 that indicates Hauptmann Hanemann was the Battalion Commander. Hauptmann Hanemann’s personal papers also indicate that he was not wounded until 22 September 1944.




  The brigade consisted of combat-experienced and highly decorated soldiers.24




  ***




  After setting up billeting for the personnel at Mielau, the actual activities associated with the formation of the brigade commenced on 4 August 1944. The command and control elements and the training personnel arrived two days later. According to the commander of the 2./Panzer-Abteilung 2105, Oberleutnant Heinz Rieck, none of the commanders of the brigade had arrived by the time he arrived in Praschnitz at Camp II of the training area on 15 August 1944.




  The commander of the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 is listed as not having arrived until 19 August 1944. The training of the brigade was also supported by training details from Panzer-Brigade 10 (an element from the Inspector General of Armored Forces within the Replacement Army).




  On 6 August 1944, the Force Structure Directorate of the General Staff of the Army within the High Command of the Army published its order reorganizing the structure of Panzer-Brigade 105 through Panzer-Brigade 110. This order was already discussed in section 1.1. Essentially, it increased the number of companies within the mechanized infantry battalions from three to five and affected the weapons issued to the antiaircraft platoons of the tank battalions.25




  In addition to soldiers transferred in from the 18. Panzergrenadier-Division, the personnel for the headquarters of the brigade came from different technical schools and assorted motorized and infantry divisions on the Eastern Front. Sixteen Sd.Kfz. 251’s were issued on 4 September 1944 according to a report; that is exactly the number of SPW’s that were authorized for the headquarters in accordance with its table of organization and equipment. It was not mentioned what versions of the vehicle were received.26 Major Volker recalled:






   Leadership, specialty and training personnel arrived more or less according to plan, so that the actual training was able to commence on 6 August.




  In contrast to the months-long waiting for resupply of weapons and equipment in the East, the materiel envisioned in the planning — vehicles, tanks, weapons, radio and other signals equipment, engineering equipment (flamethrowers) and a number of other items — rolled into Mielau with astounding precision and punctuality. The specialty and headquarters personnel, as well as the officer corps, had their hands full trying to register the incoming materiel and issuing it to the individual units.




  In addition, there was training being conducted in all areas: drivers’ training for wheeled and tracked vehicles; radio and line signals communications; formal training concerning the new mission; weapons instruction on the modern weapons; as well as engineer and artillery training. After about 10-12 days of start-up, the training program was running in a satisfactory manner.27







  The activation of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 took place as indicated at the beginning of this section, starting on 2 August 1944 in Bamberg. The personnel were assembled there, with the drivers receiving drivers’ training on the Panther and theoretical gunnery training was conducted. The mechanics were trained at the Panther production facility of M.N.H. in Hanover. Before the battalion was moved to Mielau, there were two to three days of live-fire gunnery training at the Grafenwöhr Training Area.




  According to its activation order, it was intended for the battalion to move to Mielau on 5 August 1944, but according to statements by three former members of the battalion (among them the battalion commander), the Panthers were not issued until it got to Mielau, which would indicate the battalion did not arrive there before 7 August. In contrast, one former member of the battalion has stated that it did not move there until 13 August 1944, which would then mean that the battalion arrived after the first vehicles were issued.




  The activation of the Tank Destroyer Companies for the brigades took place in accordance with the OKH order dated 24 July 1944. This order directed that the fourth companies of the tank battalions be activated at the Mielau Training Area. It was intended for the personnel to be provided from cadre units assembled by the different military districts. In the case of the 4./Panzer-Abteilung 2105, the personnel were to be provided by Military District VIII, which ordered the establishment of a cadre unit from members of Panzerjäger-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 8. The unit was ordered to be ready for deployment by the end of 31 August 1944 (I/8113 SECRET, dated 27 and 28 July 1944). The company was to be sent to Panzer-Brigade 105 on the same day for integration into its order of battle. Unfortunately, there is no additional information concerning this company. The only thing that can be determined is that the 4./Panzer-Abteilung 2106 was formed in Camp I of the Mielau Training Area.




  When looking at the distribution lists for a few of the orders regarding the activation of the brigades, one can also find references to the Tank Destroyer Companies, an additional piece of evidence that these companies were actually formed at Mielau.




  The activation and training of the Armored Antiaircraft Platoons, on the other hand, took place within the 3./Panzer-Fla-Kompanie of Panzer-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 204 in Schwetzingen (Military District XII). In this regard, the OKH ordered the formation of 10 Armored Antiaircraft Platoons (3.7-centimeter Flak 43) and the establishment of 8 cadre units (2-centimeter quad Flak) on 27 July 1944. This directive was further realized by an order dated 30 July 1944 (I/8294 SECRET). Deployment readiness was to be determined by the respective arrival dates of the major items of equipment. With the exception of the issuance of the quad Flak on self-propelled prime movers, Panzer-Ersatz-und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 204 was charged with providing personnel, uniforms, equipment, individual weapons and major items of equipment. Panzer-Brigade 105 was fifth in line for receiving its Armored Antiaircraft Platoons. Once the platoons arrived at the armored brigades, they were to be integrated into the headquarters of the tank battalions or the logistics companies.28




  An almost perfect match-up between authorized and actual strengths can be made by examining the list of identity tags for the 1./Panzer-Abteilung 2105. According to the list, the company had an end strength of 76 personnel, compared to its authorized complement of 3 officers, 37 noncommissioned officers and 27 enlisted personnel (67 total). The majority of the personnel came from Panzer-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 35 and Reserve-Panzer-Abteilung 25. In addition, there were some personnel from the Armor Course in Erlangen and Panzer-Ersatz-und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 18.29




  The first issue of armored vehicles took place on 4 August 1944 and consisted of 27 Panzer V’s and 2 Bergepanthers. Of those, 8 Panzer V’s were transported away from the issue point on 7 August and the remaining vehicles on 8 August 1944. The next issue for the brigade — nine Panzer V’s — took place on 15 August, although these were not transported from the issue point until 21 August 1944. According to a former tank mechanic in the Logistic Company of the Tank Battalion, 33 of the 36 Panthers came from the M.N.H. production facility in Hanover and were delivered in small lots to the battalion in Mielau.




  Eleven Panzer IV/70 (V)’s were issued on 26 August 1944, but they were not picked up by the Army Procurement Agency until 1 September 1944. The vehicles arrived in Aachen on 6 September 1944 with untrained crews.




  On 27 August 1944, Panzer-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 204 dispatched the personnel and equipment for the Armored Antitank Platoon (3.7-centimeter single-barreled Flak) to Panzer-Brigade 105 via the Movement Control Center at Mielau. The platoon had four Fla-Panzer IV. Three days later, the 3./Panzer-Ersatz- und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 204 likewise dispatched another Armored Antiaircraft Platoon — the one equipped with the three side-by-side 1.51-centimeter automatic cannon — to the brigade via the Mielau Movement Control Center. It should be pointed out that the cadre unit for the quad 2-centimeter Flak (on the Sd.Kfz. 7/1 prime mover) were replaced at the beginning of August 1944 by a cadre unit for the Flak configuration with the three 2-centimeter cannon (truck-mounted).




  Since no mention was made of the different versions in the issuance of the SPW’s, it could not be determined when the two Sd.Kfz. 251/8 armored ambulances were received, but they were on hand according to a report dated 4 September 1944.




  With regard to the Logistics Company, it was intended for the maintenance, fuel and ammunition sections to be equipped with the Maultier (“Mule”) tracked utility vehicle that was manufactured by Ford. The maintenance sections were to receive the vehicle with a metal crew cab, while the fuel and ammunition haulers were only to receive those with tarpaulin tops.30




  ***




  From the documents available from Panzer-Brigade 106 and Panzer-Brigade 108 we know that the average transportation time from the depot to the forces in the field in August 1944 was a good two days.31 In turn, this meant that for the training that was to run to 31 August 1944, the battalion had three-quarter’s of its issued Panthers available for three weeks leading up to the conclusion of its train-up period on 31 August 1944. The remaining one-quarter of its tanks were available for at least one week. None of the vehicles in the Tank destroyer Company were available at all. In the case of the Armored Antiaircraft Platoons, they were not available until just before or even on the day of the movement to the west. All in all, not very ideal conditions for training or the development of cohesion within the brigade. As with Panzer-Brigade 106 through Panzer-Brigade 108, this would revenge itself when the armored brigades were committed.




  When all of the above figures are added, we have an end strength of 36 Panzer V’s (Panthers), 11 Panzer IV/70 (V) and 4 3.7-centimeter Fla-Panzer IV (Möbelwagen). This corresponds exactly to the authorized strengths in the tables of organization and equipment. It could not be determined whether there were any replacements issued to the brigade up to the point in time when it was consolidated with the 9. Panzer-Division.




  Reports from the following sources should put an end to all discussions concerning the vehicular strength of Panzer-Abteilung 2105: The brigade strength report to the General der Panzertruppen on 4 September 1944 (with an effective date of 31 August 1944)32; the report to the LXXXI. Armee-Korps on 24 September 1944; as well as the report of the General der Panzertruppen West on 7 September 1944 and the briefing notes of the Inspector General of the Armored Forces on 13 September 1944. According to the first two documents mentioned above, the brigade reported the following vehicular strengths on those days:









	Date

	Vehicle

	CR

	ST Repair

	LT Repair

	CL

	Totals






	31 AUG 44

	Panther

	35

	1

	—

	—

	36






	Jagdpanzer IV

	11

	—

	—

	—

	11






	Fla-Panzer IV

	4

	—

	—

	—

	4






	Berge-Panzer V

	1

	1

	—

	—

	2






	24 SEP 44

	Panther

	10

	6

	2

	18*


	36






	Assault Guns***


	2

	—

	4

	**

	6






	Fla-Panzer IV

	1

	—

	1

	**

	2






	Berge-Panzer V

	—

	—

	—

	

	**











  Legend: CR = Combat ready; ST Repair = Short-term repair (less than 14 days); LT Repair = Long-term repair (greater than 14 days); CL = Combat losses




  * Of those losses, two were due to self-demolition, one was missing and one was stolen.




  ** no information listed




  *** Indicated as assault guns in the list.33




  On 7 September 1944, the General der Panzertruppen West established in his report of activities to the Commander-in-Chief in the West that both Panzer-Brigade 105 and Panzer-Brigade 106 each had 36 Panthers, 11 Tank destroyers (long barreled) and 157 SPWs.34 In his briefing notes for the Führer, the Inspector General of the Armored Forces had the following information:




  




	
I. Armor Allocations for August:







	A.

	
Panther AFV’s

	Planned

	Issued

	Underway [to formations]






	

	Panzer-Brigade 105

	36

	36

	36






	

	Panzer-Brigade 106

	36

	36

	36






	

	Panzer-Brigade 107

	36

	36

	36






	

	Panzer-Brigade 108

	36

	36

	36






	
B.

	Leichte Panzerjdger IV

	

	

	






	

	Panzer-Brigade 105

	11

	11

	11






	

	Panzer-Brigade 106

	11

	11

	11






	

	Panzer-Brigade 107

	11

	—

	—






	

	Panzer-Brigade 108

	11

	—

	—35












  The activation activities associated with Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 took place continuously at the Mielau Training Area. As part of this, Arbeitsstab Drechsler (“Work Group Drechsler) — also referred to as WKFzKdo Drechsler — was given the mission of providing the formations with weapons, equipment and ammunition. The work group, which was based in Allenstein, is mentioned in many annexes to documents and in the daily logs of Panzer-Brigade 106. In addition, the ongoing status of the activation was to be reported to Drechsler’s group.36




  There was a shortfall of 22 Kettenkräder from the authorized strength, but these were apparently made up by an overage of 8 motorcycles. In addition there were also the following overages: 6 light staff cars; 5 medium staff cars; 12 medium trucks; 3 heavy trucks; 1 light ambulance; and 3 Maultier vehicles. These were offset by shortfalls in the following areas: 5 light staff cars and two light trucks with cross-country capability.




  Shortly before the brigade was transported to the west, it has been said that there was an exchange of vehicles between Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 and Panzer-Abteilung 2105. The Logistics Company of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion traded two or three light Opel Blitz trucks for several heavy Saurer diesel-powered vehicles from the Logistics Company of the Tank Battalion.




  According to its table of organization and equipment, the brigade was supposed to have 157 medium SPW’s on its property books, of which 116 belonged to the mechanized Infantry Battalion alone. Unfortunately, the numbers regarding vehicles issued leave unanswered which differing types of the vehicle were actually issued. In any event, however, it can be determined that by 25 August 1944 the last four of the vehicles authorized had left the Army depots for the brigade. In the case of the SPW’s, it may also be assumed that the transport time generally lasted two days. Twenty SPW’s had already been individually
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The photograph above shows an Sd.Kfz. 251/1 during field training with an unidentified unit. The extremely large tactical numbers on the front and sides of the vehicles are striking. Another image of this same vehicle shows that the numeral 132 was also painted in a similarly conspicuous fashion on the rear of the vehicle. The photograph below shows an identical vehicle in the service of the 12. SS-Panzer-Division “Hitlerjugend” in the late fall of 1944. The camouflage scheme on this vehicle must be considered unusual. (Photographs courtesy of Ickx Files and Alfred Schulte)
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Numbering 46 in all, the Sd.Kfz. 251/1 was the most frequently encountered SPW in the brigade. These were distributed as follows: 3 vehicles in the Armored Reconnaissance Platoon of the brigade; 2 vehicles in the Armored Engineer Company; and 41 vehicles in the mechanized Infantry Battalion. Nine each of these vehicles were located in the 1. and 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105, eight of them in the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 and fifteen in the 5. (schwere)/ Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105.
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As a medium-sized radio vehicle, the Sd.Kfz. 251/3 must be considered as an ideal command and control vehicle. The 21 vehicles of this type in the brigade were distributed as follows: 6 in the brigade headquarters; 1 in the Armored Engineer Company; and 14 in the Mechanized Infantry Battalion. The upper photograph shows one of these vehicles in the service of Panzer-Brigade 106 in the spring of 1945. (Photograph courtesy of Klaus Voss)
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In all, some 14 Sd.Kfz. 251/7’s, the armored combat-engineer vehicle, were part of the Armored Engineer Company. Easily recognizable is at least a portion of the short-span field bridge, which was affixed on both sides of the upper outside hull super-structure. Both of these images are from an unidentified Armored Engineer Company in the summer of 1944. (Photographs courtesy of Detlev Terlisten)
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Six armored flamethrower vehicles, the Sd.Kfz. 251/16, comprised the Flamethrower Platoon of the Armored Engineer Company. These photographs show a demonstration of the capabilities of these vehicles to a group of Waffen-SS officers. The flamethrower vehicles belonged to an unidentified Waffen-SS armored engineer unit, although the vehicle is showing an Army license plate. There were two flamethrower nozzles mounted on each vehicle, one on each side. (Photographs courtesy of Detlev Terlisten)
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The Sd.Kfz. 251/21 was generally represented in platoons of six vehicles apiece, although the 1. and 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 also had one each. The 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 had two platoons equipped with this vehicle and the 4./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 had three platoons. The photograph below shows one of these vehicles that was in service with Panzer-Brigade 106. It was taken in November 1944 in the Alsace region. (Photograph courtesy of Stefan De Meyer)











  delivered in July. Another 25 medium SPW’s were released for issue on 31 July 1944; they departed for the brigade on 8 August 1944. On 6 August 56 vehicles were released for issue; another 10 released the following day. All 66 vehicles were dispatched to the brigade on 13 August 1944. On the previous day, 42 medium SPW’s left the depots; they had not been released for issue until 9 August 1944. The last release for issue (four vehicles) was on 19 August. As mentioned at the beginning of this section, these loaded on trains on 25 August.37




  If one does not take these last four SPW’s into consideration — we do not know what unit they were intended for — then the following statement of Heinz Wrobel concerning Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 is certainly correct:






   Up to 16 August 1944, equipment and weapons rolled in with astounding punctuality, with the result that the cadre personnel had their hands full with their acceptance. In addition, the most important courses of instruction were also being held — from drivers’ training to equipment instruction to weapons drill to firing practice. After 10 days, everything was going.38







  A former member of the 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 stated he remembered the first live-fire exercise of the brigade on 18 or 20 August 1944.39 A former member of the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 remembered the training as follows:






   We arrived at Mielau and were trained for two weeks on the weapons and equipment. We were frequently so tired, that you could almost sleep standing up.40







  The following information provides insight into the personnel situation within Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105. The comparisons are made between the authorized strengths according to the table of organization and equipment and the report of the brigade dated 4 September 1944 and the statements of Heinz Wrobel:




  




	Unit

	TO&E

	Report

	Difference

	Wrobel

	Difference






	Headquarters

	48

	50

	+2

	59

	+11






	(1./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105) Mechanized Infantry Company, Type A

	149

	150

	+1

	113

	-36






	(2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105) Mechanized Infantry Company, Type A

	149

	153

	+4

	194

	+45






	(3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105) Mechanized Infantry Company, Type B

	146

	147

	+1

	161

	+15






	(4./Panzergrenadier- Bataillon 2105) Mechanized Infantry Company, Type D

	99

	103

	+4

	106

	+7






	
(5.IPanzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105yl) Partial Unit, Heavy Company, Type A (Command)

	19

	19

	0

	148

	+1






	Partial Unit, 12-centimeter Mortars

	48

	57

	+9

	—

	—






	Partial Unit, 12-centimeter Mortars

	48

	60

	+12

	—

	—






	Partial Unit, Cannon Platoon

	32

	36

	+4

	—

	—






	Logistics Company

	194

	197

	+3

	190

	-4






	Totals

	932

	972

	+4041


	971

	+3942












  Even if at the company level the numbers given in the report dated 4 September 1944 differ substantially in places from those listed by Heinz Wrobel, they are practically identical in their sum total. Wrobel has pointed out that the surplus soldiers remained as intra-battalion transfers or were able to go to Silesia with the replacement elements. It is thus possible that the data provided by Wrobel represent an earlier date than the report issued at the beginning of September.




  From one former member of the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 we know that he was not sent from Liegnitz to the brigade until 14 August 1944 and was not assigned to a company until 19 August 1944. One squad leader in the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 did not arrive at his company until 22 August 1944. Furthermore, a list prepared by the 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 concerning personnel departures indicates that as late as 28/29 August 1944 five soldiers of the company were transferred to diverse replacement elements and two soldiers were reassigned elsewhere in the battalion.




  Unfortunately, this list has only survived in fragments. Even so, both of these sources could be used to support the information supplied by Heinz Wrobel.43 If one breaks down the strength report of the brigade into the different rank groups, then another very interesting detail surfaces. The 26 officer positions and 3 civil-servant positions were filled in accordance with the table of organization and equipment. Only 193 noncommissioned officers were reported, however; a shortfall of 40 compared to the authorized strength of 233. Instead, some 750 enlisted personnel and volunteer foreign auxiliaries — Hiwis — were reported, a surplus of 80 compared to the authorized strength of 670. The considerable shortfall of noncommissioned officers was a frequent occurrence within many German formations in the last two years of the war and should not come as a surprise.




  What may come as a surprise, however, is the status report that Major Volker turned in on 22 September 1944:






   Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105, which entered combat on 3 September with a strength of




  22 officers,




  190 noncommissioned officers [and]




  526 enlisted personnel




  today has a strength of only...44







  The figures above come to a total of 738 personnel, which corresponds exactly to the authorized strength of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion, minus the Logistics Company, which had 194 personnel. This one-for-one correspondence also applies to the breakdown of officers, noncommissioned officers and enlisted personnel. Why Major Volker used the theoretical authorized strength of the battalion as the basis for his loss report will be examined more closely later in this book. It may be assumed, however, that the shortfall of noncommissioned officers reported on 4 September 1944 (with an “as of” date of 31 August 1944), was not eliminated at the last minute prior to the brigade’s departure for the Western Front.




  With regard to Panzer-Pionier-Kompanie 2105, no concrete data could be found. It had 23 medium SPW’s in its inventory as dictated by its table of organization and equipment, but, as with the other units and formations, there are no data available when and what type of vehicles were issued.




  In the case of the Armored Vehicle Maintenance Platoon, no information concerning the issuance of the authorized Bergepanzer III could be found. In addition, it is questionable, whether the platoon was activated in a timely manner, since the General der Panzertruppen West requested on 6 September 1944 that this type of platoon be sent to the brigade. This request was rescinded on 10 September 1944, however, when a requested maintenance platoon arrived at Panzerstützpunkt Mitte (“Armored Vehicle Support Point Center”). A former member of the Logistics Company of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 recalls, however, that this type of maintenance platoon was on hand, at least by the time of the events at Stolberg. It was responsible for the evacuation and repair of damaged or disabled armored vehicles.45




  If one looks past the bottlenecks in the issuance of the Panzer IV/70 (V) Tank Destroyers, it must be agreed that the armored brigades were issued with new combat equipment that was just then coming off production lines.46 In general, however, there were problems with the issuance of cross-country-capable staff cars and trucks, as well as the Kettenkräder. In the case of Panzer-Brigade 105, this can be gleaned from the strength report dated 4 September 1944 and from the fact that it was not until 6 September 1944 that 35 driverless trucks arrived in Aachen.47




  The same shortfalls were present in the three other armored brigades employed in the West. For example, Panzer-Brigade 106 complained that 10 days after its activation had started not a single wheeled vehicle had yet arrived. The only vehicles it had at its disposal were the 100 vehicles it had been able to bring back from the fighting in the East. A similar thing occurred to Panzer-Brigade 107, when it did not receive the first 16 of its authorized 187 trucks until more than three weeks after its activation had started.48 In addition, in the case of Panzer-Brigade 107, there was also a gross reversal in the ratio of cross-country-capable to commercial trucks: Instead of the prescribed ratio of 3:1, it was exactly the opposite.49




  ***




  In summary, it can be determined that when the brigade was moved to the west, it had a shortfall of 2 officers and 44 noncommissioned officers compared its table of organization and equipment. Among the enlisted ranks, there was a surplus of 159 personnel. In the case of the armored vehicles, the brigade had 100% of its authorized strength, although it was short 39 Kettenkräder, 1 motorcycle/sidecar combination, 25 cross-country-capable staff cars and 86 cross-country-capable trucks. This shortfall in wheeled vehicles was more than compensated for by a surplus of 6 motorcycles, 113 staff cars of commercial origin, 127 trucks of commercial origin and 15 Maultier half-tracked utility vehicles. As a rule, however, the surplus of commercial vehicles meant a reduction of mobility in open terrain.50




  ***




  The activation activities for the brigade ended with an inspection conducted during a live-fire exercise on 31 August 1944. The criticism concerning the much-too-short time for formation-level training was certainly justified. Furthermore, it has been stated that there was only one officer call for all officers (company commander and higher) in Mielau and that it took place after the brigade exercise on 31 August 1944. Apparently, there was not even enough time to introduce the officers of the brigade to one another.




  Other members of the brigade have complained about the lack of cohesiveness, since the officers and the enlisted personnel did not know one another which, in turn, led to considerable problems during combat operations and casualties and other losses. Discipline during operations also suffered, at least in one company, which could be traced back to the lack of cohesion within the company and the short time allotted for activation.




  As a result, it has been said that several soldiers left their units without permission during those critical days around 11 September 1944 in order to save their own skin.51




  After the war, Major Volker addressed the issue concerning comradeship and cohesion and the problems resulting from it as follows:






   It was certainly also quite difficult for the newly formed leadership components of the brigade elements to mold the units into the vitally necessary fighting community above and beyond the relatively short and hard weeks of training. In addition, there was the hurried detraining after arrival in the West and immediate employment with heavy personnel and materiel losses.52


















  CHAPTER 2




  




  Movement to the Western Front




  2.1 Development of the Situation in the West




  In his briefing to the Führer on 20 August 1944, the Inspector General of the Armored Forces announced as part of the “measures to increase combat power in the West” that, among other measures, Panzer-Brigade 105 and Panzer-Brigade 106 were being allocated to the Commander-in-Chief in the West effective 1 September 1944. This had as a consequence that a transportation request was already submitted by Panzer-Brigade 106 on 24 August 1944 and, on the same day, an advance party was dispatched to the headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief in the West. Three days later, there was a discussion among the officers concerning preparations for transportation and the expected operations.




  Similar activities probably took place within Panzer-Brigade 105 as well, since it was intended for the brigade to also be transferred to the Western Front in accordance to an order dated 21 August 1944 (I/18880 SECRET COMMAND MATTER). In contrast to Panzer-Brigade 105, however, Panzer-Brigade 106 started loading and moving by rail to the West by 30 August 1944.




  It is possible that the delay in moving out Panzer-Brigade 105 was attributable to the fact that there was not enough rail-load capacity at Mielau to load two armored brigades simultaneously. One former member of Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 has also stated that loading operations took place at Praschnitz, near the Mielau Training Area. Even more decisive in the earlier load-out of Panzer-Brigade 106 was certainly the fact that its shortfall of 11 Panzer IV/70 (V) Tank destroyers arrived on 29 August 1944. As a result, Panzer-Brigade 106 was able to report its combat-ready status earlier than Panzer-Brigade 105.1




  ***




  What was the situation on the Western Front prior to the transfer of the brigade there? As a result of the pivoting of American formations towards the northeast on 28 August 1944, there was a gap in the front of the 1. Armee between Reims and Soissons that stretched for 50 kilometers.2 The entire defense of the coastline in the west that was still intact threatened to become unhinged from the rear by this maneuver. Consequently, Hitler ordered the following on 29 August 1944:




 

 

...to pounce on the right flank of the Americans by means of maneuver warfare and, as a result, threaten the enemy attack in the direction of Belgium from the rear as well.






  In detail:






  1.) All available mechanized formations [3. Panzergrenadier-Division, 15. Panzergrenadier-Division, 21. Panzer-Division. 11. Panzer-Division, Panzer-Brigade 105 and Panzer-Brigade 106] of Armeegruppe G are to be staged in the area Chaumont — Chatillon s. S. — Langres, and move out in the attack against the deep flank of the American field-army group between the Marne and the Seine.3









  2.2 Friday, 1 September 1944




  The commander of Panzer-Brigade 105, Major Volker, recalled the movement phase of his formation to the West as follows:




  



  The activation activities of the brigade were ended on the last day of August with a live-fire exercise attended by a few generals. On the night of 31 August/ 1 September, it was loaded [by rail]. The march destination: The West; report to the Commander-in-Chief in the West. To maintain freedom of movement, I decided to head west in a wheeled vehicle, since the 17 rail transports, all assigned a transport number, were being directed on their journey by the Movement Control Headquarters and the detraining station was not revealed to me in the interests of secrecy.4




  




  At this point, the following should be noted: According to the Daily Logs of the Commander-in-Chief in the West, the number of trains necessary for the brigade’s movement was only 15.5 Whether the detraining station was actually not known due to the interests of secrecy is questionable, especially since advance parties had already been sent to the headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief in the West as early as 24 August. The question then also arises where Major Volker was headed in the West if he did not know at least generally where the planned area of operations was.




  ***




  During the evening of 1 September, the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations of Armeegruppe G inquired at the headquarters of Commander-in-Chief in the West, whether the allocation of the two armored brigades, as ordered by the Führer, remained in effect. Armeegruppe G had to wait until the evening of 2 September to receive the answer from the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations for the Commander-in-Chief in the West, only to discover that Panzer-Brigade 105 had to be shifted north into the area around Namur due to the situation in the area of Heeresgruppe B. While the ultimate attachment of Panzer-Brigade 106 remained in effect, Panzer-Brigade 105 was being attached to Heeresgruppe B.




  The decision to turn Panzer-Brigade 105 in the direction of Heeresgruppe B had already been made in the course of 31 August 1944, however, since the Daily Report of the Commander-in-Chief in the West in the section concerning the activities of the 5. Panzer-Armee for this day indicated that Panzer-Brigade 105 was inbound via Namur — Charleroi. This decision was undoubtedly influenced on this day by the development of the situation in the area of operations of the 5. Panzer-Armee, since the British XXX Corps advanced as far as Amiens and established bridgeheads over the Somme.




  The Commander-in-Chief of the US 1st Army, General Omar Bradley, directed the US XIX Corps (General Charles H. Corlett), which was attacking to the right of the British XXX Corps, to advance in the direction of Tournai. At the same time, Bradley’s corps on the right, the US VII Corps, received the mission of advancing on Mons via Avesnes and Maubeuge. By evening, the US VII Corps of Major General J. Lawton Collins had already advanced as far as Vervins. Following the field army in the middle and to the rear was the US V Corps of Lieutenant General Leonard T. Gerow. It was south of the line running from Compiègne to Soissons.6




  On 1 September 1944, the British XXX Corps took Albert, Arras and Doullens. By evening, it was south of Lille. The US XIX Corps covered the flank of the British XXX Corps and advanced from Péronne towards Cambrai. To the south of it, the US V Corps reached the line Soissons — Compiègne. The US VII Corps, with the US 3rd Armored Division in the lead, crossed the Oise swinging northwest of Vervins during the afternoon and took Avesnes. Elements of the US 3rd Armored Division and the US 9th Infantry Division also captured Hirson, located to the northwest of Vervins. As a result, the lead elements of both US corps were only 50 kilometers apart at Cambrai and Avesnes.




  General Bradley’s objective — to pocket some 12 German divisions in the area around Mons — had come within his grasp. Although the Allied intentions were recognized by the Germans, the loss of the 7. Armee and the restricted command and control capabilities of the 5. Panzer-Armee prohibited them from taking appropriate countermeasures. The lack of reserves and the insufficient mobility of many German formations also contributed to the fact that a pocket at Mons developed. While the I. SS-Panzer-Korps was pushed back to the east by the US VII Corps and was thus able to escape the developing pocket, the LXXXI. Armee-Korps, with the exception of its headquarters, was rendered combat ineffective.7




  2.3 Saturday, 2 September 1944




  The British XXX Corps advanced on Tournai southeast of Lille, while the US XIX Corps advanced from Cambrai via Valenciennes to the vicinity of Mons. The US VII Corps, which still had the US 3rd Armored Division in the lead, crossed the border between France and Belgium northeast of Maubeuge at 1610 hours. Early in the evening of the same day, the lead elements of this division were on the high ground west of Mons. The city proper was reached during the night. The pocket had not yet been completely closed by then, with the result that the German motorized formations — the 1. SS-Panzer-Division “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler”, the 12. SS-Panzer-Division “Hitlerjugend” and the 116. Panzer-Division — were able to break through between Mons and Maubeuge and flow out of it in the direction of Belmont.8




  With regard to the events of 2 September 1944, we will first turn to the comments of the commander of Panzer-Brigade 105:




  



  Arriving around noon on 2 September in Cologne with my liaison officer and adjutant, I discovered the [detraining station] of my brigade for the first time from the Movement Control Center: The small town of Mons, some 60 kilometers west of Brussels on the French border.




  After I had discovered [this] from the Movement Control Center, I headed via Aachen and Lüttich [Liege] in the direction of Brussels and Namur in my staff car, in order to be there early enough for the arrival of the first transport train at Mons. On the way from Brussels to Mons, I received the following bad-news message from approaching groups of soldiers — they gave me the impression, more or less, that they were in the process of dissolution: The enemy had crossed the Belgian-French border along a broad front and had penetrated into Mons. There was fighting in the city. An Oberleutnant who showed up confirmed this information; in addition, the sound of fighting could be heard in the distance.




  Making a snap decision, I returned to Brussels to find out more information and, above all, make the effort to stop the 17 trains, for which Mons was the detraining station, in time.




  The Local Area Commander for Brussels, an older, white-haired general, saw me immediately and was happy when he heard what I had following behind me. He was already mentally employing my tanks and heavy weapons on a large city atlas spread out in front of us, on which I was contemplating where to find one or even several suitable train stations to detrain the brigade.




  After I had succeeded in halting the transport trains between Lüttich and Namur through the Movement Control Center, there were also a few suitable train stations to be found in the large forested tracts that had loading ramps, i.e., only very small end ramps, by which detraining would be more difficult and time consuming than in the case of side ramps, where you could unload all of the cars of a train at the same time. Major problems developed on the part of the Belgian train personnel. They saw their liberation coming closer and therefore became stubborn and unwilling. It was only though the force of arms or by using our own personnel who had some inkling of how to do things that the necessary switching could be accomplished.9




  




  A few remarks concerning the above: On 2 September 1944, there was only one entry in the daily logs concerning Panzer-Brigade 105. According to the Annexes to the Daily Logs of the Commander-in-Chief in the West (Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations No. 7394/44 [SECRET COMMAND MATTER], 1935 hours) Panzer-Brigade 105 was located in the area of operations of Heeresgruppe B around Namur, which confirms the statement of Major Volker.




  According to Major Volker, it took until the morning of 4 September 1944 until the brigade had completely detrained. Despite this, a few of the units were detrained even after this date, e.g., the Logistics Company of Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 at St. Angleur on 5 September and the 4./Panzer-Abteilung 2105 at Aachen on 6 September.




  Several members of the brigade confirmed the statements of Major Volker, according to which the Belgian train personnel were extremely uncooperative and were only able to be motivated by the threat of arms.10 A member of the headquarters of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 remembers the following:




  



  Loaded for the West on 31 August 1944 at Mielau. During the rail movement from Mielau to Namur we had no contact whatsoever with our own companies. I only know that we had great difficulties in Belgium. The train personnel were Belgian and refused to continue moving [the train] the closer we got to the front. For example, in Lüttich we were in the midst of three hospital trains at the main train station with our tank train. All of the signals showed “red”.




  The commander of the train station and Hauptmann Krüger were at each other’s throats concerning the continued movement. We were not allowed to proceed because of the “red” [signals]; on the other hand, the “train station chief” wanted to get us out from among the hospital trains. The Belgians played “dumb”. It was not until days later that we discovered that this had been sabotage.




  From Lüttich onward we practically only moved at a walking pace to St. Truiden. We were among the first ones there, because we had proceeded from Mielau through German territory at a fast clip. Arrival and detraining [took place] at Namur at 0300 hours on 4 September 1944.11




  




  A member of the Logistics Company of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 stated the following regarding this subject:




  



  I do not know the name of the train station. There was a large electric plant nearby [St. Angleur?]. The train station was completely jammed, because the Belgian train personnel had scattered. Two soldiers, former railway workers, got on a locomotive that was still under steam that had a freight train attached to it. They took it to the offloading ramp. The switches were switched with the aid of a pry bar. Some of us were used as guards and security personnel, including for the electric plant.12




  




  Three members of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 think they unloaded their Panthers in the area of Lüttich. There they had no problems with the Belgian railway workers. Within Panzer-Abteilung 2105, the headquarters was unloaded in Namur, the 1./Panzer-Abteilung 2105 west of Lüttich and the 3./Panzer-Abteilung 2105 east of Lüttich.13 A member of the Logistics Company of the Tank Battalion rode on the train of the 3./Panzer-Abteilung 2105:




  



  The Maintenance Section belonged to the Logistics Company, but it was usually located with the Tank Company. Consequently, we were loaded on the train at Mielau for the rail movement west with the 11 Panthers of the 3./Panzer-Abteilung 2105. In addition, there was a fuel vehicle and an ammunition vehicle, as well as a mess truck. This meant that the train consisted of the 11 tanks, 3 halftracks and the mess truck.14




  




  Additionally, this member of the Tank Battalion also stated that everyone assumed up to the day of loading at Mielau that he would be going to the Eastern Front. As a result of the bad weather, the train movement to the West was not impeded by Allied fighter-bombers, although the German railway personnel had refused to go into Belgium. In the end, several of this soldier’s comrades actually engineered the train as far as the vicinity of Lüttich. The switches were switched at a train station with a pry bar, and the train was then unloaded at a ramp.15




  Two soldiers of the 1./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105, who had been taken prisoner on 12 September 1944, stated that they had detrained in the vicinity of Brussels. According to them, the company had been the first one in the battalion to load at Zichenau (East Prussia) and had detrained around Brussels on 3 September 1944.16




  According to the recollections of the Company Commander of the 2./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105, Oberleutnant Rieck, his train was stopped in a tunnel outside of Lüttich. Because the situation was not clear, he proceeded to the next train station on foot with the other two officers of his company. They sought out the head of the train station with drawn pistols; it was determined that he had stopped the train as the result of an air warning. A short while later, this train was unloaded at the train station. Oberleutnant Rieck received the mission from his battalion to screen towards the east along an arterial road of a large city (presumably Lüttich).17




  For the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105, the rail loading for the movement west started at Mielau at noon on 1 September 1944. The company had its own train, whereby the soldiers rode in regular passenger cars. The flat cars with the vehicles were attached behind them. Towards noon on the next day, the company reached Glogau in Silesia. The rail movement lasted at least three days. A low point of the trip was the stoning of the train by the German civilian populace in Aachen.




  With regard to the company’s detraining, the statements diverge somewhat. One member of the company reported that it detrained in Lüttich, and the soldiers had to push the rail cars by hand to the ramps, since the Belgian railway personnel had fled. Another member of the company stated that it detrained on an open stretch of track west of Lüttich, after the locomotive had disappeared. Allied fighter-bombers, which attempted to disrupt the detraining, were reportedly repulsed by the company’s own antiaircraft weapons. The vehicles were taken off the flat cars with field-expedient means, and the company continued to march under its own power in the direction of Leuven, where it did not arrive until 5 September 1944.18 Another member of the company remembers things differently:




  



  On 31 August 1944, we were loaded at a neighboring station, and we moved rapidly to Belgium, where we were unloaded in a locality approximately 10 kilometers south of Brussels. I had never seen so many greenhouses up to that point in my life.19




  




  The Logistics Company of Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 was detrained in the area of Lüttich. It marched via St. Truiden, where it stopped briefly at the airfield, and then moved down to Tienen. German engineers were already busy at the airfield at St. Truiden, preparing the demolitions for the airfield facilities. The Weapons Maintenance Platoon of the company was able to supplement its equipment inventory at the airfield. Among other items, it took some welding equipment.20




  ***




  Let us return to the description provided by Major Volker:




  



  During the detraining activities, I had well-armed motorized patrols constantly out trying to determine the movements and intent of the enemy. Finding scarcely any resistance after breaking through the French-Belgian border, he rapidly advanced up to and through Brussels. The city was given up without a fight. As a precautionary measure, I no longer appeared at the local-area commander’s headquarters, to avoid being needlessly harassed. It was to our advantage that the enemy continued his advance to the east through Löwen after the capture of Brussels: His objective was to cross the Meuse quickly and without stopping...As a result of the events that were occurring, it was difficult for me to find the headquarters of a corps or of the field army, because everything was more or less in a state of flux. I was then able to link up with the 116. Panzer-Division and, as a result, with the 7. Armee.21




  




  ***




  These statements, which cover the time period from 2-5 September 1944, require closer examination in the next few chapters, since they do not conform in large measure with the available source material from the Commander-in-Chief in the West, Heeresgruppe B and the LXXXI. Armee-Korps.




  2.4 Sunday, 3 September 1944




  The British XXX Corps crossed the Schelde on this morning on both sides of Tournai and advanced on Brussels with the Guards Armoured Division. At the same time, the British 11th Armoured Division moved past Brussels to the west and advanced on Antwerp. The Guards Armoured Division reached Brussels in the evening and entered it.




  Elements of the US XIX Corps closed the pocket north of Mons; some 36,000 soldiers became encircled. In the sector of the US VII Corps, the US 3rd Armored Division established positions between Mons and Maubeuge, thus blocking the escape route to the east for the German forces, a pathway that had been porous the previous day. While the US 1st Infantry Division attacked into the pocket, the US 9th Infantry Division advanced as far as Beaumont — Vergnies — Froidchapelle and the US 4th Cavalry Group covered the right flank of the corps, orienting towards the Meuse. While the ring had closed off the remnants of the 47., 275. and 348. Infanterie-Division, the 18. Luftwaffen-Feld-Division and the 3. and 6. Fallschirmjäger-Division, the motorized headquarters of the LVIII. Panzer-Korps, the LXXIV. Armee-Korps, and the II. SS-Panzer-Korps succeeded in breaking out of the pocket north of Maubeuge that morning.
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SS-Panzerjäger-Abteilung 9 suffered practically the same fate as Panzer-Brigade 105. After its activation had been completed at the Mielau Training Area, it started its movement west on 24 August 1944 with 21 Panzerjäger IV’s. During its detraining at Mons on 2 September 1944, the battalion, under SS-Hauptsturmführer Allwörden, suffered heavy casualties. One of the first victims was the commander of the 1./SS-Panzerjäger-Abteilung 9, SS-Hauptsturmführer Brocke, who was killed in the vicinity of Mons during a fighter-bomber attack.




  During the next few days, the battalion was repeatedly used as a blocking force, in the course of which there were further casualties, as seen here in this photograph of a knocked-out Panzerjäger IV at Quenast, 25 kilometers south of Brussels.




  On 10 October 1944, the battalion had only one Panzerjäger IV left; two-thirds of the vehicles are said to have been knocked out at the beginning of September during the fighting withdrawal. The rest were eliminated in Holland in fighting associated with Operation Market Garden.




  Except for the sideskirts, the only thing missing on this Sd.Kfz. 162 is the muzzle brake of the 7.5-centimeter Pak 39 L/48. Apparently, this was one of the first things Allied soldiers did when they encountered abandoned or destroyed German weapons, since the lack of a muzzle brake can be seen in the case of a number of German tank wrecks.









  In spite of their success, logistical problems surfaced on the Allied side, which forced General Hodges to preferentially distribute the available petroleum stocks to the US VIII Corps and the US V Corps, while the US XIX Corps had to remain in place in the Mons area for several days.
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The Tank Destroyer Battalion was organized with 1 Panzerjäger IV in the headquarters and 10 Panzerjäger IV’s each in the two line companies. As a rule, the battalion’s 3rd Company had 12 towed 7.5-centimeter Pak 40’s. The vehicle seen on the previous page can be seen here in the summer of 1945, after practically all of the moving parts had been removed. (Photographs courtesy of Stefan De Meyer)











  Given this picture, the German side formed Gruppe Brandenberger on the right wing of the 5. Panzer-Armee; those elements of the headquarters of the 7. Armee that had escaped the pocket were added to the ad hoc formation. The headquarters of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps and the LXXIV. Armee-Korps were attached to the group as well, although they no longer had any forces at their disposal. Generalfeldmarschall Model ordered General der Panzertruppen Brandenberger to form a security line between Leuven and Namur with these two corps headquarters. It was intended to establish a defensive front oriented towards the west with what remained of the scattered divisions and all of the other German forces streaming back.22




  ***




  Gruppe Brandenberger, which was quickly redesignated as the headquarters of the 7. Armee, attempted to execute Model’s order with its order, of which elements are reproduced below:




  



5.) Local Area Command Brussels is attached to the field army. It has the mission of screening the area west, southwest and south of Brussels with the forces at its disposal and preventing the enemy from penetrating into the city limits of Brussels. Terrorist activity in the city of Brussels is to be eliminated with all means at its disposal.




  6.) Panzer-Brigade 105, in the process of being brought up and attached to the Field Army, is to stage in the area southeast and east of Brussels. The Brigade will conduct continuous reconnaissance activities in the direction of the line: Péruwelz — Mons — Binche. The Field Army intends to employ the Brigade as a whole after it has finished staging against enemy forces generally advancing towards Brussels.




  7.) Command posts:




  Field Army: just southeast of Wavre




  LXXXI. Armee-Korps: la Hulpe




  LXXIV. Armee-Korps: St. Martin (7 kilometers south-southeast of Wavre)




  Panzer-Brigade 105: la Hulpe23




  




  ***




  At 2145 hours, the Chief-of-Staff of the headquarters of the 7. Armee reported that the enemy had penetrated into Brussels with approximately 20 tanks and heavy fighting had ensued there. Generalfeldmarschall Model thereupon ordered the 7. Armee to employ all of the forces at its disposal to cut off the enemy that had entered Brussels. Panzer-Brigade 105 was singled out for employment. The 7. Armee reported back that only the headquarters and one company of the brigade had arrived. The local area commander for Brussels then received orders from the Commander-in-Chief of the 7. Armee to gather the three companies that were still fighting in the city and break out once the enemy’s intentions had been determined (whether to continue advancing to the north or the east).24




  2.5 Monday, 4 September 1944




  At 0240 hours, the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations of the 7. Armee oriented the Chief-of-Staff of Heeresgruppe B as follows:




  



  The friendly forces employed against the armored forces of the enemy that have penetrated towards Brussels from the west and the south are weak and insufficient. The remnants of the infantry formations that have been attached to the headquarters of the 7.




  Armee and have been earmarked for reconstitution are in the area of operations of the 5. Panzer-Armee, with the result that, with the exception of two corps headquarters, Gruppe Brandenberger has no forces at its disposal. With the exception of scattered groups, there are no more forces in the gap between Nivelles and Tournai; therefore, any type of resistance cannot be assumed.




  Panzer-Brigade 105 has orders to stage in the area around Tirlemont in order to enable an attack by the entire Brigade.




  The Commander-in-Chief of the 7. Armee has become involved and voiced great concern about the advance ordered against [Halle] by elements of Panzer-Brigade 105. Only massed employment [of the brigade], which is only possible on 4 September at the earliest, has the chance of some success.25




  




  From this, it can be assumed that Generalfeldmarschall Model’s order of the previous evening was apparently still in effect. It was only the minimal combat power of the elements of the brigade that had already arrived that prevented it from advancing into the flank of the British XXX Corps. According to the status report of rail movements, 14 of the brigade’s trains had left Germany, but only 3 of them had detrained in the area of Brussels. When the British 11th Armoured Division (British XXX Corps) reached Antwerp that morning, a new set of circumstances was created. The division was able to secure the undamaged harbor facilities and the gates, but it did not take advantage of the opportunity to establish bridgeheads over the Albert Canal.26




  After approximately 25,000 German soldiers were captured in the Mons Pocket, the US VII Corps and the US V Corps turned east. The US 3rd Armored Division attacked on both sides of the Sambre towards the east, followed by the US 1st Infantry Division. The US 9th Infantry Division attacked on both sides of Dinant in the direction of the Meuse, but it was initially unable to force the river in the face of a determined German resistance. The US 4th Cavalry Group continued its flank-guard mission as far as Char-leville. The US V Corps moved to the right wing of the US 1st Army in order to close the gap with the US 3rd Army. After the US XIX Corps had refueled, elements of the corps initially started following the US 3rd Armored Division, but the corps then started advancing via Waterloo and Wavre in the direction of Hasselt with its other formations: The US 2nd Armored Division, the US 30th Infantry Division and the US 113th Cavalry Group.27




  The noon report of Heeresgruppe B transmitted a picture of the situation with regard to the strength of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps, but it conveyed a completely false impression concerning the strength of the remaining German forces when it discussed the friendly forces on the left:




  



Headquarters, 5. Panzer-Armee: Gruppe Brandenberger:




  LXXXI. Armee-Korps:




  Friendly forces encircled in Brussels are still fighting. Details of the situation not established. Up to now, the enemy has only advanced to the north of Brussels, not to the east. Gruppe Fiebig with scattered forces and the 1. Sicherungs-Bataillon [1st Security Battalion] are employed in Leuven. Reconnaissance conducted to the west indicated the area as far as Cortenberg is clear of the enemy.




  Panzer-Brigade 105 staging west of Tirlemont.




  LXXIV. Armee-Korps:




  Combat-outpost line from south of Nivelles as far as Namur being established by elements of the 6. Fallschirmjäger-Division, the 3. Fallschirmjäger-Division, the 275. [Infanterie-Division], the 47. [Infanterie-Division], elements of the [1. SS-Panzer-Division “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler”] and the 347. Infanterie-Division. The 116. Panzer-Division is fighting its way back in the direction of Charleroi.28




  




  ***




  At 1200 hours, Allied formations entered Mechelen. At 1340 hours, the local area commander of Leuven, Oberst Fiebig,29 briefed the LXXXI. Armee-Korps concerning his sector and the forces available to him. He received instructions from the corps to block his current line by all means available to him, to destroy crossing points wherever possible, and to aggressively gather all scattered forces and incorporate them into the defense. While enemy armor had reached Bierbeck (three kilometers southeast of Leuven) around noon, two enemy armored cars penetrated by surprise into Leuven at 1400 hours. One of them was destroyed. Although the bridge over the Dijle was then blown up at 1430 hours, it continued to be trafficable to armored vehicles, since the available demolitions were insufficient to completely destroy it.30




  ***




  During the course of the afternoon, an order was issued from Heeresgruppe B to the 5. Panzer-Armee to relinquish command to the 7. Armee, i.e., the new left-hand boundary of the field army was in the area of Charleville. At 1610 hours, the Chief-of-Staff of the 7. Armee reported to the Chief-of-Staff of Heeresgruppe B that reconnaissance conducted east and south of Brussels had not identified any regular enemy forces. This seemed to confirm the impression of the field army that the enemy was only advancing to the north. This report makes it abundantly clear that the 7. Armee was not informed about the events in Leuven at the time. In the same report, the field-army group was told that the fuel in Leuven for Panzer-Brigade 105 had been mistakenly blown up; as a result, it was requesting that from the 600 cubic meters of fuel stored in Lüttich it could take what it needed for the brigade.




  The Chief-of-Staff of Heeresgruppe B then informed the field army concerning the situation in the area around Antwerp and of the attachment of Division z.b.V. 136 (Special-Purpose Division 136) to the LXXXVIII. Armee-Korps. In addition, the order was issued for Panzer-Brigade 105 to advance on Mechelen and conduct reconnaissance to the west. Additional command decisions earmarked Generalleutnant Schack to take over command of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps from General Kuntzen31. In addition, the 347. Infanterie-Division32, which was in the areas of Charleroi and Namur, was to be attached to the LXXIV. Armee-Korps, as was the 116. Panzer-Division, which had been pushed back to the northeast. It was intended for the two divisions to establish a blocking line between Wavre and Charleroi.33




  The following excerpt from a report by Generalleutnant Schack provides some insight into the command and control relationships and the chaotic situation:




  



  On 4 September 1944, I reported in to the command post of the Headquarters of the 7. Armee at Heks, eight kilometers west of Tongern, and to the Commander-in-Chief of that field army, General der Panzertruppen Brandenberger, so as to assume command of the LXXXI Armee-Korps. Basically, I received the following orientation there: Both of the corps headquarters that were reporting to the 7. Armee at the time — the LXXXI. Armee-Korps on the right and the LXXIV. Armee-Korps on the left — had the mission of gathering together the remnants of the former formations and pulling back to the northeast towards the line running Löwen — Charleroi in Kampfgruppe elements and employing them in a cohesive defensive front. Where this might be possible was dependant upon when and where a certain degree of cohesiveness might come about.




  When I arrived at the headquarters of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps at Kortessem, 11 kilometers northwest of Tongern, during the afternoon of 4 September 1944, I found a complete corps headquarters capable of doing its work. That was typical for the times. The staffs and the entire command and control apparatus had remained intact thanks to its motorization and greater mobility, while the much less mobile forces in the field had been overrun, encircled or scattered. Thanks to the fact that the leadership framework with more-or-less intact cadres from the old formations continued to exist, it was possible to assemble the scattered elements and reorganize them into new formations.




  The corps headquarters no longer had any contact with the 275., 344. and 49. Infanterie-Division that had previously belonged to the LXXXI. Armee-Korps. There was radio and messenger traffic with Gruppe Viebig in Löwen. With regard to the enemy, it was known that he had reached Brussels on the evening of 3 September with armored elements and Binche had been taken after hard fighting in the sector of the neighboring LXXIV. Armee-Korps. Towards evening, the enemy penetrated into Löwen from the southeast with strong forces. Because of this, it was intended to attach Panzer-Brigade 105 to the LXXXI. Armee-Korps. It [the brigade] received orders to assemble in the vicinity of Tirlemont as a ready reserve.34




  




  Passing into this picture is also the fact that the Commander-in-Chief in the West did not inform the Wehrmacht High Command until this day about the change in the command-and-control relationship of Panzer-Brigade 105.35 In the end, it would take until the next day to establish definitively where the brigade would be attached for the upcoming operations. We will address more about that later.




  In the meantime, the headquarters of Panzer-Brigade 105, with its three Panthers and two Kübelwagen, had detrained at Namur at 0300 hours. By 0800 hours, there was already a first encounter at Namur with advancing Allied forces, whereby the headquarters was all on its own. No other elements of the brigade, especially the mechanized infantry, who were so necessary in protecting the tanks, had arrived.36




  In the meantime, the Local Area Command 672 Brussels had arrived in Leuven with a weak battalion. It had encountered the command group of Kampfgruppe Harzer (9. SSPanzer-Division “Hohenstaufen”), which then took the Local Area Commander along with it to Leuven. The command group of Kampfgruppe Harzer had just finished an adventure-filled flight. Early in the morning, it had crossed the Allied advance route to Brussels at Nivelles with its 15 vehicles. For a long time during the day, it had followed the advancing Allied armored spearheads within visual acquisition range. In the process, scattered German soldiers were picked up, who could not believe that a German “rearguard”, as they expressed it, would be coming from that direction. At the right moment, Harzer’s column turned off towards Leuven at Waterloo. They were not assimilated into Gruppe Fiebig there. Instead, they were directed to the assembly area of the remnants of the division at Hasselt.37 and 38




  Between 1615 and 1630 hours, the 7. Armee issued orders for a Gruppe Karst to be inserted into the line south of Gruppe Fiebig. General Karst was to establish contact with Gruppe Fiebig and block and screen a sector from there to the left corps boundary with the forces available to him (2 and one half companies). It was intended for the staff of this group to be ready to take charge through the aggressive corralling of scattered elements and the sending of reinforcements. For the time being, it was intended for the command post to be established in Leuven, since it could be reached by telephone.39




  More than four hours passed after the first penetration of enemy forces into Leuven and the LXXXI. Armee-Korps still did not know whether all the bridges in the city had been blown up in the meantime. The bridges in the sector to the north of Leuven had not been blown up, because there were no demolition charges and the effort to get them was still underway. Of the five bridges south of Leuven, two of them had been blown up; work was still in progress on the remaining ones to prepare them for demolition.




  In a conversation with the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations of the corps, Oberst Fiebig was informed at 1815 hours that he should be prepared to take over the sector of General Karst at short notice. Fiebig would retain the four companies that now belonged to the group, but the staff of the group did not appear to be reliable. In addition, it was planned to insert the divisional staff of the 353. Infanterie-Division into the line.




  The critical situation in the area around Leuven intensified dramatically the next hour when large enemy columns were spotted right outside of the city on the road from it to Brussels. At the same time, there was a lot of shooting in the city from Belgian partisans. As a result, Oberst Fiebig planned for a withdrawal in the direction of Hasselt, if Leuven could not be held. By 2030 hours he issued the order to conduct a fighting withdrawal.




  When the corps discovered how the situation had developed at 2300 hours, Gruppe Fiebig was ordered to defend St. Truiden and aggressively round up and employ all scattered elements. The III./Sicherungs-Regiment 16, which belonged to Gruppe Karst, was also ordered to St. Truiden at 2330 hours, where it was to be attached to Gruppe Fiebig.40




  ***




  While the sector of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps appeared to be falling apart during this night, the first measures to prepare the rear area for defense were ordered. At 2215 hours, the corps ordered that all bridges in its area of responsibility be prepared for demolition, with the exception of the bridge at Hasselt and the bridge north of Dieppenbeck (in the direction of Genk). It was intended for a reinforced company to screen along the canal at Hasselt for as long as possible; it was initially attached to the Kampfgruppe of the 272. Infanterie-Division. The officer given the mission of covering the Albert Canal, Oberst Assmann, pointed out that he could only cover the canal and not properly defend it.




  Local Area Command 589 in Lüttich had Funklenk-Kompanie z.b.V. 319 attached to it on an on-call basis for operations in the city. The special-purpose radio-control demolition company had been brought in from Germany. The 526. Reserve-Division (526th Reserve Division) moved all of its replacement and training regiments towards the Westwall. In addition, all men up to and including those aged 60 were called up in the western areas of Germany for working on improving fortifications along the Westwall.41




  2.6 Tuesday, 5 September 1944




  Of course, it could not have been the intent of the corps and the higher chain-of-command for Gruppe Fiebig and Gruppe Karst to have withdrawn to the east under relatively little pressure. For one thing, this removed the starting point for the planned thrust of Panzer-Brigade 105 in the direction of Mechelen. More importantly, the brigade, which was still in the process of being assembled, suddenly found itself in front of the corps. Accordingly, the reactions of the 7. Armee were quite heated when it discovered how the situation had developed in the Leuven area on this morning. Making matters worse, the communications between and among the individual headquarters were still not functioning seamlessly.




  The noon report of Heeresgruppe B on 4 September had clearly shown that Panzer-Brigade 105, which was still being brought up, had been attached to the LXXXI. Armee-Korps. According to it, the brigade had received the mission of establishing combat readiness in the Tienen (Tirlemont) area as a ready reserve. Apparently, however, the LXXXI. Armee-Korps knew nothing of this command and control relationship, since the corps placed a request to the field army at 0020 hours on 5 September for the brigade to be attached to it in order to employ it immediately. In the conversation conducted at 0025 hours between the Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps and his counterpart at the 7. Armee, the latter established that St. Truiden was not supposed to be the main defensive effort of the corps. Instead, it was imperative to hold up the enemy as far west as possible.




  The field army dictated in unmistakable terms that Kampfgruppe Fiebig was to turn around where it was — quoting the conversation: “He [Fiebig] must have gone crazy.” — and that, in the worst case, Tienen was to be defended. Two Panther companies of Panzer-Brigade 105 were supposed to be on their way there. It was intended for the rest of the brigade to be rearmed and refueled in the course of the night. Correspondingly, the field army did not count on the entire brigade being employed until the morning of 5 September.




  During the telephone conversation, the attachment of the brigade to the corps was not explicitly mentioned, so it is also understandable why the Daily Logs of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps did not note the attachment of the brigade until 0905 hours.42




  It is also quite easy to see the efforts of the field army and the corps in the early morning hours of 5 September to establish a front out of practically nothing between the Albert Canal and the Wavre River. Correspondingly, Oberst Assmann was directed not only to blow up the bridges over the canal or prepare them for demolition, but also to defend the assigned sector of the canal and, at the same time, gather up all scattered elements along the canal crossing points and direct them to the corps.43




  Furthermore, the field army did not see the enemy’s main effort in the sector of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps. Instead, it thought it was in the sector of the friendly forces to the right in the area of Antwerp, where it was intended to bring up 10 battalions from Germany to reinforce the LXXXVIII. Armee-Korps, and to the left, where it wanted to bring up 15 Panthers to reinforce the 116. Panzer-Division.44




  Although the 7. Armee had ordered a defense to be conducted as far to the west as possible by Kampfgruppe Fiebig, the corps had considerable difficulties in relaying this order to Oberst Fiebig. Heavy firing from the direction of St. Truiden at 0300 hours also indicated that partisan activity was also starting in the rear area.45




  In fact, enemy activities in the sector of the LXXXI. Armee-Korps on this day would initially remain relatively modest, since the main effort of the US 1st Army was in the area of Namur — Dinant — Sedan — Charleville. The US V Corps crossed the Meuse in the vicinity of Sedan, while the US VII Corps closed up to the Meuse further to the north. Its US 9th Infantry Division was able to cross the Meuse north and south of Dinant. At the same time, the US 3rd Armored Division moved out from the area around Charleroi and attacked on both sides of the Sambre in the direction of Namur and defeated the 347. Infanterie-Division.




  At this point, the LXXIV. Armee-Korps ordered its forces to pull back to the line Wavre — Namur. But the corps was unable to hold this line either, because the enemy took Gembloux and advanced further in the direction of St. Denis and Emines. The elements of the US 3rd Armored Division advancing south of the Sambre entered Namur and split up the remnants of the 347. Infanterie-Division.




  While this was going on, the British XXX Corps was feeling its way forward with armor out of Antwerp towards Tilburg. Elements were also advancing out of Mechelen in the direction of Lier and Heist-op-den-Berg. The general direction was to the northeast against the Alert Canal.46




  At 0700 hours, the Chief-of-Staff of the 7. Armee relayed the mission for Panzer-Brigade 105 to Generalleutnant Schack: It was to continue to assemble. Once the brigade was assembled, which was expected to take place in the course of the day, it was then to be employed as an entire formation. An objective was not mentioned.47 At 0905 hours, General der Panzertruppen Brandenberger was considerably more concrete in this matter, when he ordered:




  Panzer-Brigade 105 has the mission of throwing the enemy back to Löwen. Fighting in built-up areas is to be avoided. Following this, it [the brigade] will be placed back at the disposal of the field army. [The brigade] is to establish contact with its left-hand neighbor by means of reconnaissance forces.48




  The left-hand neighbor indicated was the reconnaissance battalion of the 116. Panzer-Division (Panzer-Aufklärungs-Abteilung 116), which had been positioned at Wavre up to this point without any enemy contact. The order to attack received by Panzer-Brigade 105 thus had another dimension to it, specifically, to cover the left flank of the corps as far as the area around Wavre and establish and maintain contact there with elements of the 116. Panzer-Division. In order to accomplish this, the brigade had to conduct reconnaissance over a breadth of at least 15 kilometers and, at the same time, attack in the direction of Leuven.




  In point of fact, the 3./Panzergrenadier-Bataillon 2105 did conduct terrain reconnaissance in the direction of Leuven on this day — the only brigade element to do so — until it was directed by orders from above49 to call off its efforts before reaching its objective. Both General der Panzertruppen Brandenberger and, later, Generalleutnant Schack hedged their bets concerning the militarily senseless attack of an armored formation against a built-up area by formulating their orders in a manner subject to multiple interpretations: “Throw the enemy back to Leuven” (General der Panzertruppen Brandenberger) and “Throw the enemy back into the city” (Generalleutnant Schack).




  It is thus clear that neither of the generals was seriously interested in a retaking of Leuven; it was apparently more important to demonstrate strength in the face of the enemy and to the German command. Besides, the recapture of Leuven would have only been a moral victory, since the available forces of Panzer-Brigade 105 and Kampfgruppe Fiebig would not have been able to hold it. Despite all this, the corps took pains to get its order to the brigade as quickly as possible and formulated it as follows:




  



  




	Headquarters, LXXXI. Armee-Korps


	5 September 1944






	Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Operations No. 74/44 (SECRET COMMAND MATTER)

	1000 hours











  Secret Command Matter




  Corps Order




  1.) Enemy took Leuven on the evening of 4 September with armored elements and infantry.




  2.) LXXXI. Armee-Korps, with newly attached Panzer-Brigade 105, has the mission of preventing an enemy advance out of Löwen [Leuven] to the east.




  3.) To this purpose, Panzer-Brigade 105 assembles just southwest of Tirlemont and provides security for its own assembly area. After completion of its staging activities, the brigade will throw the enemy advancing out of Löwen back into it. It is imperative that the brigade maintains mass and does not dissipate strength in house-to-house fighting.




  Contact it to be established and maintained with the elements of Kampfgruppe Fiebig in Tirlemont and the elements of [Panzer-Aufklärungs-Abteilung 116] (left-hand neighbor) at Wavre.




  4.) [Dispatch a liaison] officer with signals instructions to the corps headquarters.




  5.) Report the completion of staging, initiation of movement and the conduct of the attack to the corps headquarters.




  6.) Corps command post: Contact Point Kortessem (southwest of Hasselt)




  The Commanding General




  Schack50




  




  While the time of the brigade’s attack continued to represent a large question mark, the strength of Kampfgruppe Fiebig represented the second question mark. The battle group, which was supposed to screen along a frontage of 30 kilometers between Mechelen and 10 kilometers south of Leuven, was categorized as of 1010 hours as “scattered”. In addition, there continued to be no communications with it. It was intended to reassemble the group in the vicinity of Tirlemont by means of straggler control groups and then lead it back towards the west. As a result, the strength report of the corps to the field army should probably be considered more theoretical than actual. When viewed from the entire frontage assigned to the battle group — five weak battalions consisting of the III./Sicherungs-Regiment 16; two security companies; Pionier-Bataillon 719, with three companies of 70 men each; Festungs-Pionier-Stab 12 (12th Fortification Engineer headquarters), with a weak company; two ad hoc battalions of 200 men each; and a Flak section — then the assigned mission was too much.51




  Around noon, the situation crystallized for the German command: The enemy advance from the area around Mechelen was not only aimed at reaching the Albert Canal. Instead, it was headed towards Aarschot from the area around Heist-op-den-Berg, which he had taken with armored forces at 1000 hours. As a countermeasure, the LXXXI. Armee-Korps committed the Kampfgruppe 353. Infanterie-Division between Aarschot and north of Leuven. The Kampfgruppe 275. Infanterie-Division was being brought up; there was no information concerning the strengths and capabilities of the two battle groups available to the corps.




  In actual fact, the Kampfgruppe 275. Infanterie-Division consisted of the remnants of the division, which had been encircled and scattered southwest of Brussels. Kampfgruppe 353. Infanterie-Division likewise consisted of remnants of the division. It had been intended to reconstitute the formation, but it received orders for 6 September to establish a defensive line west of Hasselt between Diest and Steenstraat.52 The noon report by the field army to Heeresgruppe B contained the following concerning Panzer-Brigade 105:




  



  Situation around Löwen not clear. Panzer-Brigade 105, west of Tirlemont, has the mission of attacking in the direction of Löwen after finishing its staging.




  Armor status: 30 tanks and 10 assault guns with Panzer-Brigade 105.53




  




  The report must be considered an exaggeration, since, as we shall soon see, the Tank Destroyer Company of Panzer-Abteilung 2105 would not arrive in Aachen until the following evening. Consequently, the brigade could have had a maximum of 36 Panthers at its disposal.54




  ***




  At 1600 hours, soldiers of the 85. Infanterie-Division blew up the last bridge southwest of Herenthals when enemy armor approached. Two hours later, Generalfeldmarschall von Rundstedt arrived at the headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief in the West and reassumed command on orders of the Führer. At the same time, he was also designated as the Commander-in-Chief of Heeresgruppe D. Concurrent with this, the events around Leuven moved back into center ring.




  At 1830 hours, the Chief-of-Staff of the 7. Armee reported to Heeresgruppe B that the attack of Panzer-Brigade 105 in the direction of Leuven could not take place before early on 6 September. As a result, the mission of retaking Leuven fell back on Kampfgruppe Fiebig, which was making no signs of moving out of the area around Tienen to attack, however. There was no contact with the enemy there, nor was there any threat from the air. The only thing the Kampfgruppe had to defend itself against was partisans in Tienen. Having said that, the combat power and the force mix of the Kampfgruppe was such that it was in no position to conduct offensive operations.




  That evening, the Kampfgruppe consisted of Sicherungs-Regiment 16, Pionier-Bataillon 719, gemischte Flak-Abteilung 553 (o) RAD — a mixed Antiaircraft Battalion consisting of Labor Service personnel that had no self-transportation capabilities — and a Flak section, which was attached to Sicherungs-Regiment 16. The headcount was 33 officers, 111 noncommissioned officers and 390 enlisted personnel. Its weapons consisted of 2 8.8-centimeter Flak, 3 2-centimeter Flak, 6 2-centimeter quad Flak, 3 light mortars, 2 heavy mortars, 42 Panzerfaust handheld antitank rockets, 1 rifle grenade launcher, 37 light machine guns and 2 heavy machine guns. The report leaves the question unanswered whether all of these elements of the Kampfgruppe were in Tienen. For instance, gemischte Flak-Abteilung 553 (o) RAD was actually stationed in the area around Beauvechain, some eight kilometers west of Tienen.55 It is possible, however, that elements of the battalion were given transportation assets, and they had been sent to Tienen.




  Regarding the situation in Leuven proper, the German reports are conflicting. While the LXXXI. Armee-Korps reported that German reconnaissance had found portions of the city clear of the enemy, the Military Commander for Belgium reported at 1845 hours that the enemy was pushing east from Leuven. Even the LXXIV. Armee-Korps got involved that evening and reported that the enemy had advanced from the center of Leuven to its southern outskirts.56 In this regard, Heeresgruppe B gave the Commander-in-Chief in the West the following report:




  



  In the evening hours, the enemy has advanced in the direction of Tirlemont with strong reconnaissance elements and is also present in the patch of woods south of Leuven with individual armored vehicles.57 and 58




  




  At 2325 hours, the Chief-of-Staff of the 7. Armee briefed the LXXXI. Armee-Korps on the situation around Namur. As a result, the corps had to be prepared for Panzer-Brigade 105 to be sent south, which the field army did not find particularly desirable. In any case, Panzer-Brigade 105 was to be informed that it had to be prepared for employment to the south.59




  The corps continued to work on a defensive line running Albert Canal — Aarschot — Leuven —Wavre. At the same time, it continued its efforts to establish new formations out of scattered units. Additionally, it was imperative to secure the important transportation nodal points in the rear area, especially those at Hasselt, St. Truiden and Lüttich, as well as the Meuse crossings between Maastricht and Lüttich.




  With regard to German withdrawals to the northeast, the bridge over the Albert Canal at Hasselt played a key role. Although the measures initiated in the course of the day were more than nominal, it would appear that the only readily available reserves, which the Germans wanted to bring up to Herk, west of Hasselt, were a Luftwaffe light infantry company and a heavy Pak company. But reserves were scarce along the entire front; as the heavy Pak company was being brought forward to the LXXIV. Armee-Korps, it was diverted. North of Namur, a considerably more precarious situation had developed.




  Just before midnight, the LXXXVIII. Armee-Korps, which adjoined to the right, ordered the immediate demolition of the bridges over the Albert Canal, except in the sector of the 272. Infanterie-Division. The LXXXI. Armee-Korps agreed with Oberst Assmann that the bridges in Hasselt should be kept open, otherwise the city would have to be evacuated by German forces and would fall into the hands of terrorists.60




  In St. Truiden, the Belgian resistance movement was making preparation for the impending liberation of the town by the Americans and initiated operations against the German forces pulling back. As a result, Leutnant Hauptmann of Stab Klosterkemper (Headquarters Klosterkemper) received a mission from the corps at 1235 hours to stop all troop elements in the process of moving to the rear and to assemble them into small Kampfgruppen in order to screen the town. In addition, he was directed to proceed harshly against all terrorist activity and submit continuous reports to the corps on interdicted German forces.




  A short while later, the corps was successful in reaching the commander of Flakuntergruppe St. Truiden (Subordinate Flak Group St. Truiden, a battalion equivalent), Hauptmann Harmsen. His formation received orders to establish the local defense of St. Truiden. His battalion was supposed to use all means necessary to motorize itself and form Kampfgruppe out of all of the force elements moving to the rear. In addition, it was to maintain contact with the corps and use whatever means necessary to proceed against terrorist excesses in the town. Leutnant Hauptmann, who had already received the same orders by telephone, was supposed to attach his forces to Hauptmann Harmsen, when he arrived.
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