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To Alana, with love …


Introduction

You will never forget the first time you met her. She had that “je ne sais quoi” that caught your eye. She was your perfect counterpoint, the yin to your yang. Heck, you knew from the moment you saw her that she “completed” you. You two just knew it was love at first sight. You had a whirlwind courtship, full of good times. Getting to know her just seemed to get better every day. You kept waiting for there to be some letdown or awful surprise — but it never came. And now you have decided that you simply cannot live without this special person in your life. So what happens next? How do you pop the question? How can you help your bride-to-be — known from now on as the BTB (easier to remember that way) — make it through the wedding planning process without losing her mind? How can you keep from losing yours? This is where Dude, You’re Getting Married! comes into play.

You see, planning a wedding is, in and of itself, a fascinating thing. It’s one part storybook, one part advanced budgeting, and one part logistics, all with a magical touch of interpersonal relations thrown in for good measure. Not only do you need to honor what is important to you; you, of course, need to take your soon-to-be spouse’s opinion into consideration, as well — honoring family and religious traditions if they exist. This book will seek to help you successfully navigate this jungle.

And because nobody enters into this sacred union (I hope) with anything less than the utmost optimism and excitement, you want to do it the right way. But what is the right way? How should the two of you get started on this wonderful journey together? Well, the real answer is that any way the two of you agree to get married will be just fine. If it is right for both of you, who is to say you are wrong? It’s your lives, after all. But what we will do here is go through many of the rules and traditions of getting married, and discuss how you can play your role to the fullest. So pick out that ring, rent that tux, figure out those seating charts, and start being an active and engaged fiancé who will get (both of you) to the church on time!



CHAPTER 1

Popping the Question

So you’ve made up your mind! After much consideration (I hope), your heart and mind are in agreement; you’ve decided that you’re ready to pledge your everlasting love to that someone special; and you’re going to put yourself on the line and pop the question. Well, congratulations! Finding that one special woman is the hard part. And, let’s be honest, you probably have a pretty good idea that she’s going to say yes before you decide to start throwing around marriage proposals. But still, you want the proposal — and everything that goes along with it — to be special. So, let’s look at a few things that you should be thinking about to make the proposal just right.

Pre-Proposal Considerations

Before you actually pop the question, sit down and take the time to think through a few things. Are you guys at the right stage of your relationship to tie the knot, or did you just meet last week? Or a few minutes ago at the craps table? Are you convinced that this girl is The One? Yes! Okay. Just checking. Now that we’ve got that covered, since getting married is something that everyone will look back on and your friends will talk about, you probably want things to be perfect. You want to do this right, from the proposal all the way through to the ceremony and beyond. For many men, the first step in this process is asking her parents’ permission for their daughter’s hand in marriage. Now, this may seem slightly old-fashioned, but it can also be a timeless and classic step. But how do you bring it up? How do you know if it’s even the right thing to do? Well …

Love is friendship set on fire.

—Jeremy Taylor, author

Know Your Bride

We’ve gotten to the gray area where it’s important to “Know Your Bride.” Picture someone saying this in a big, booming game show voice. But seriously, ask yourself if your soon-to-be fiancée will feel that her heart is hers and hers alone to give away and that asking her parents for her hand in marriage is sexist and old-fashioned. If so, then maybe talking to her mom and dad isn’t the path for you. If this is the case, after you pop the question maybe the two of you can go to her parents together and ask permission. At that point it will be more ceremonial than anything, but it’s still a nice gesture. Besides, it will give you some extra credit when you start taking “In-Law 101,” otherwise known as the rest of the wedding planning (and the rest of your life).

Talk to Mom and Dad

If you have made the decision to ask the parents’ permission, then bully for you. In my humble opinion, it is a nice start to the potentially long-lasting relationship with your father-in-law. Unless there have been major issues in the history between you and the family, this is hopefully going to be a mostly ceremonial exercise. You ask permission and your BTB’s dad gives you a few words of wisdom and then tells you to go ahead with his blessing. In some sense, you are giving respect to him by asking and letting him know what’s coming.

So that’s it at a high level. But what about the actual execution of the thing? First, it will depend on where the parents are located. If they are on a planet far, far away, you will most likely just make a phone call. Make sure you politely ask if Dad has a few minutes to talk before you get into it. Nothing worse than an old man cutting you off in conversation because he is in a rush to eat his meatloaf. Then, once you know he has some time, gently get into it.

If the BTB’s parents are right around the corner, you will want to approach the situation differently. You can choose how to proceed based on your impression of them, but to me the correct play is to talk to Mom and Dad together. We know Dad played his part, but Mom did give birth after all and she deserves to be in the loop. Perhaps you could have dinner with them, or take a few minutes to grab lunch during the workday. Yes, they will know something’s up, but hopefully in a good way.

So what happens next? I hope for everyone involved their answer is a resounding “Yes!” and they decide to pick up the bill for the lunch, with hugs and handshakes for everyone. But even though it is somewhat of a formality, what if they say “No”? If your relationship has had some issues, then you must at least know this is a possibility. Then the ball is in your court on what to do next, and you are in a difficult position. Think hard about what you do next. If you move forward with the proposal, just realize Thanksgiving dinner could be a little awkward.

Now, if you have done some scenario planning and decided it is not worth it to ask permission, then keep everything you’ve read in mind and keep on moving forward. Good luck!

Okay, you’ve either talked to your future fiancée’s parents — or not — and now it’s time to move onwards and upwards on your path toward wedded bliss. Of course, I’m talking about buying the engagement ring …




For Your Fiancée

However you decide to approach the permissions issue, be sure to think it through and figure out what your soon-to-be fiancée wants before you move forward. Start a hypothetical discussion about the subject of asking the parents’ permission first when watching the latest romantic comedy entitled Beautiful Girl with a Heart of Gold Who Can’t Find Love. It stars Kate Hudson! (Just kidding — but someone should make this movie.) Or maybe you can broach the subject when a friend gets engaged. Even if one of the “trending now” topics is Justin Bieber’s engagement, don’t pass up the opportunity to gather intel on what your future bride may want. Since you won’t be asking for a while, it will make her wonder just what exactly is going on in your head. The further out you can begin your guerrilla campaign, the better. 





The Ring

Have you bought the ring? In my mind, the ring is an important symbol of your love. It will also be something her friends will look at right away — and some of them will judge you, for better or for worse.

What Kind of Ring Will You Get?

So far we have assumed you are going out on your own to make this life-changing purchase. If that’s the case, then know your bride (KYB from here on out). Does she tend to wear small, understated jewelry? Or does she tend to go bolder, or more artistic? Some guys simply pop the question and then take her ring shopping. You creative types may want to use a family heirloom or a ring passed down to you from your family, which can be a wonderful option as it gives more meaning to the ring. Just allow for the fact that the style may not be exactly what your bride likes, and allow for the possibility she will want to use just the stone, or add to it. But let’s take a look at our options, starting with the traditional diamond ring.

Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend

Before you go diamond shopping, you have some research to do. Be sure to know the following before you make your decision:

• The Cs: You will quickly be exposed to the classic “four Cs” of buying a diamond: Cut, Color, Clarity, Carat. Per their website, the GIA, or Gemological Institute of America, established the “4Cs” method for evaluating precious stones. The highlights of each category are as follows:

• Cut: The cut is the factor that affects the diamond’s shine, sparkle, and brilliance. This is not describing the actual shape of the diamond as you would first think. It determines the diamond’s proportions, symmetry, and polish, all of which affects the stone’s ability to capture and reflect light. The better the score, the more perfect and symmetrical the stone.

• Color: When it comes to rating the color of a diamond, what is actually being scored is a lack of color. The closer the stone is to being colorless, the greater its value, and its score. The scoring goes from “D,” which is the highest grade, to “Z,” which the scale calls “Light” color, but is really the bottom score. Most of what you will see in a reputable store will be colorless or very close to it. If two stones’ scores are very close on the scale, there is good chance your eye will not be able to tell the difference.

• Clarity: Diamonds are made deep inside Mother Earth. They are under a lot of pressure for long periods of time while being formed. The end result of this often leaves imperfections in the stone. They can be internal (inclusions) or external (blemishes). The scale goes from FL (flawless) to I3 (visible imperfections). There are eleven grades in all. You will not be purchasing a flawless diamond, as they are so rare most jewelers have never even seen one.

• Carat: Diamonds and gemstones are weighed in metric carats. Wait, isn’t it karat, like 18-karat gold? Nope. The term karat refers to the purity of the gold. Carat is strictly a measure of weight. For us backwards Americans, that’s about 0.2 grams per carat, approximately the weight of a paperclip. There is no fancy scale here; the bigger the diamond, the more carats it will weigh. This is the one “C” that the eye will be able to visibly distinguish. You may not be able to see small inclusions, but you will be able to tell the difference between a half carat and a full carat. So although you don’t want a big yellow diamond, the size of the stone is the most visible sign of the value of the diamond.

• Conflict-Free?: You may be at the stage where you are saying: “Hey, I heard Kanye rap about conflict diamonds, what are those?” Or maybe you march against them in protest. But for those who do not know, conflict diamonds refer to diamonds that are illegally traded to fund wars. This often refers to the conflicts in war-torn areas like west and central Africa. They are also called “blood diamonds.” Today, because of efforts by the United Nations, more than 99 percent of diamonds are now conflict-free, or from areas where the proceeds are not used to fund violence.




Nuptial Knowledge

How did the tradition of buying a diamond engagement ring come about?

There are varying opinions on the subject. Some say that in the early twentieth century the jewelry company De Beers launched a campaign to present the diamond as a rare gem reserved for only the most special occasions. We fell for it, hook, line, and sinker. Further research shows that even in the early twentieth century some couples got the honeymoon started a little early. Women took the expensive ring as a sign that their men were serious about going through with the marriage, and if the man backed out, the woman would have the ring to take with her.





Diamond Optional

So, do you really know your BTB? I mean, really really know her? Because if you take a swing and miss on this next call, you will find yourself in a difficult situation. I am referring to the growing trend of wedding rings that do not contain a diamond, and often use an alternate stone. It really does make a lot of sense. Who wouldn’t be dazzled by a beautiful emerald or sapphire? Who would snicker if you decide to use her grandmother’s pearl as the centerpiece of the ring? Besides, these stones are not so “spendy,” if you will. These alternative stones can be extremely beautiful and unique — just make sure your BTB didn’t have her heart set on a diamond ring.

So what are your options?


	
Pearl: There seem to be two schools of thought on this option. The pros are that it makes for a classy and unique look, and it almost guarantees nobody will have a ring like it. The downside is that pearls are not very durable, and you are likely to have to replace the centerpiece every, say, five to eight years. Pearls are also very sensitive to chemicals, perfumes, and even soaps. She will really have to take this thing on and off frequently.

	
Sapphire: The main thing I can discover concerning the downside of having a sapphire ring is that its color is so far from tradition. Many people may get confused about whether it is even an engagement ring at all.

	
Emerald: This is another “soft” stone. I mean, it’s not like I want to be punched in the face by someone sporting a fistful of emerald rings. But when the emeralds are exposed to daily wear and tear, bumping against door frames and desks, then they can get damaged.

	
Birthstone: Birthstones are only a great idea if your BTB is really into it. It mostly screams of something for a necklace or other piece of complementary jewelry. Unless, of course, your BTB’s month of birth is April. April’s birthstone is … drumroll please … the diamond!



That is the summary of some of the most popular options. The main point here is that you want something beautiful and worthy of your BTB. You will want to do some sneaking around in advance: Ask her friends and parents, drop hints, anything you can think of to increase your knowledge of what kind of engagement ring she likes. I totally took a shot in the dark, and to this day my wife gets compliments and says, “John picked it out himself.” I think she is still shocked.

History Repeating

If you have heard from every source imaginable that your soon-to-be BTB wants to incorporate her great-grandmother’s stone or other family treasure, then act accordingly. You may have to give her an empty box and then the two of you can take the stone and go shopping for a setting to match.

Choose the Setting

The setting of the ring itself offers a whole other set of choices. White gold and traditional yellow gold are always stunning. If she requires a hypoallergenic metal, that’s no problem — platinum will solve this issue. Platinum is the most expensive metal because of this property and the fact that it is built to last a lifetime. The important thing here is not just to make your BTB happy, but to make her overwhelmed! So dig deep and go that extra mile for her, and the extra dollars you put into the ring will be worth every penny when you see the look on her face. You will know in the first millisecond if you did a good job.

Set a Budget

There is a ring for every budget, and a ring to break every budget. Make the budget when you are thinking clearly. Then stick to it. It is easy for you to go into that store and get carried away. Your feeling of love for your BTB will carry you well beyond your original calculated cost. “Nothing is too good for my girl!” This thought will be in your head as you casually add another zero to the total cost of your purchase. While I do advocate digging deep and not scrimping on this particular purchase, you do not want to show up for the proposal dinner on a bicycle because you sold your car just to get the ring! When it comes to creating a ring budget, put a lot of thought into it. Then there is “‘do’ or ‘do not’; there is no ‘try.’” Take that little tidbit from Yoda ring shopping with you. When you are making out your budget, there are a few things to remember:


	
Keep It Challenging, but Realistic: Just like your goals in other areas of life, your budget for the engagement ring should challenge you a bit without breaking the bank. You need to know what is realistic for your wallet before you go shopping, because those clever salespeople will “help” you into a bigger, more expensive ring in no time!

	
Stick with Tradition: Traditionally, the price of the engagement ring should equal three months’ salary. Also, one number floating out there says the average engagement ring costs just north of $5,000. But as you will discover, many of the “right” answers and traditions out there were created by other people and may not be right for you. So do your homework. Traditions are there for a reason. It’s because somewhere along the way someone figured out the best way to handle the situation you are in right now. It doesn’t mean it is the only way to do things, but traditions are usually tried-and-true. Then make sure it lines up with what your BTB wants. All of this is for her in many ways. So if she doesn’t like it, then it isn’t right.

	
Know That You’re Buying More Than One: You probably know this, but you are not actually just buying one ring. There is the engagement ring, the one you give her when you propose, and that’s great. But in addition — if all goes well — you will be picking out a wedding band for your BTB, as well as a band for yourself. Depending on what you decide to buy, the engagement ring may eat up a disproportionate amount of your total budget, but unless you are thinking of sporting some string on your finger, leave a few dollars for yourself.



Okay, now that you have crunched the numbers for the budget, and played detective and tried to pry the information out of her, there was one more thing you needed to do. What was that? Oh, that’s right! It’s time to propose!

How to Do It

You know, pop the question. As Paul Simon says, there are at least “50 Ways to Leave Your Lover,” but there are even more fun and creative ways to ask her to marry you. As for me, I always favor something overly complex and dramatic. But that may not be your personal style. Here are some tried-and-true methods, but remember, no proposal is guaranteed. And guys, if you have any useful information like her favorite proposal scene from a movie, or a romantic tie in to something special between the two of you, use this to your advantage.


	
The Classic: Pop the question in a public park or while out for a quiet walk. Maybe at a fancy restaurant, where the waiter brings the ring for dessert. After all, it is hard to go wrong with her, a ring, and you down on bended knee. You can memorize a romantic poem, or make one up yourself. Or just simply tell her all the reasons you love her. No matter how many times you practice it in front of the mirror, you will be nervous. Remember, as long as you say something sweet and get out the words Will you marry me, you will be fine.

	
The Ball Game: You see it often: the “Will you marry me?” splashed on the big screen at the football/baseball game. If this is a special place for the two of you, then go for it. If this is a special place for just you, then try another venue. There are women who love their teams just as much as you do, but it seems like there are so many other romantic options.

	
Third-Party Involvement: If you are going to do something more complex, like surprise her at her office, or leave a trail of rose petals ending with you, a ring, and a proposal, then you may need to get friends or relatives involved in the scheme. You can always get restaurant personnel involved in the act — they will do just about anything you ask for a nice tip. Have them write it in chocolate drizzle on the dessert plate, or plan ahead with them to make a fortune cookie with that extra special fortune, “Will you marry me?”



No matter how you choose to proceed, the more creative and memorable you make your proposal for the two of you, the better.




For Your Fiancée

When it comes to your proposal, keep in mind that sometimes it’s the little things that will make your BTB the happiest. In this particular case, the detail you should not overlook is getting down on one knee right before popping the question. It is symbolic and traditional, but also very romantic and scores you a lot of brownie points. It is a gesture that adds a note of class and tradition to the proceedings. It is also a symbolic way to bow as if receiving the honor of becoming her husband. So don’t worry about getting your pants dirty; there is a dry cleaners close by. The cleaning bill is a fair tradeoff to add a little gentlemanly class to your proposal. 





Mistakes to Avoid

We have covered some great ideas of what to include in your thoughts on proposing, but I would be remiss if I did not give you a few pointers on what not to do for your proposal. Let’s take a quick minute to talk about some of the less desirable ideas when it comes to the proposal.


	
Loose Lips Sink Ships: Come out of the blue. Be a man, make up your mind, and then take action. You don’t need to spread the news to anyone beforehand. Some news is just too juicy for people to keep to themselves, and this is that kind of life-changing news. In today’s world, a chatty friend can ruin the surprise in about fifteen seconds flat, assuming he has a decent cell signal.

	
Don’t Involve Social Media: Well, it should go without saying that you should not post a proposal on Facebook. It is something so personal and intimate; it is one of the few things that truly must be experienced together. Seeing her reaction will be one of those images you will never be able to (or want to) get out of your mind for the rest of your life.

	
Don’t Lose the Ring: It may seem obvious, but keep the ring somewhere safe and sound until it’s time to pop the question. Have a safe spot where it lives, and don’t feel neurotic if you find yourself checking on it frequently.

	
Don’t Make It Too Complex: Going to a nice restaurant with ambiance? Great idea. Having an overly convoluted plot involving a flash mob? Not so much. This is a thing of simplicity and beauty, and shouldn’t need to be dressed up with flashy gimmicks. Keeping it simple will keep the focus where it should be and add a little elegance to the proceedings.



We could go on here, like how hiding the ring in your family goulash recipe may get you to the altar, but you may have to make a side trip to the emergency room first. So when making your plans, leave as little to chance as possible, add some personality and charm to it, and then steel your nerves and go for it! Good luck!

Will She Say Yes?

If you’re lucky, you will know — because the possibility of marriage has already been discussed, or by hints that have been dropped — that you are on firm footing going into this proposal. However, you may also be going into it with some doubt in the air. Now, some guys do get totally shot down after a very public proposal, but if you think the time is right, and you two are in the right place in your relationship, then pull the trigger. Each relationship is different and only you — and your soon-to-be BTB — know when it’s time.




Nuptial Knowledge

What is the “average” marriage age in the United States?

For first-timers, the average bride is twenty-seven years old, and the average groom is twenty-nine years old.






Get with the Wedding Program!

We are going to give you a “Get with the Wedding Program” section at the end of each chapter. But instead of recapping who the flower girl is, we are going to go ahead and recap some of the most important information from each chapter.


	You have found that special someone and decided to ask her to get married. Congratulations! That is the hardest part.

	Have you bought the ring yet? Remember, you will really be buying her two rings (and you will need one as well!). Create a budget and stick to it.

	When it comes to picking her engagement ring, remember that it’s your job to know her and what kind of ring her heart desires. Is a diamond your girl’s best friend? If it’s not and she wants a pearl ring, it’s up to you to know this.

	Put some thought into the proposal itself. It should be done in a manner that you — and your bride-to-be — are comfortable with. Whether you choose to make your proposal a public spectacle or pop the question when you’re on bended knee during a quiet night at home is all up to you. Just don’t lose that ring!







CHAPTER 2

Shout It from the Rooftops

Congratulations! Now that you and your beloved have decided to spend the rest of your lives together, it’s time to tell the rest of the world. But how? Also, once that is done, the real work begins. You will need to start some preliminary wedding planning. But don’t worry. Unlike the engagement ring, you can just ask your BTB what she wants this time.

Telling Family and Friends

When it comes to telling those closest to you, the personal touch is always nice. I know this next suggestion will not be the “cool” thing to do — as my daughters like to text me their questions and requests anytime we are more than four feet apart — but, although it’s not trendy, pick up the phone and at least call your immediate family. Or better yet, have them over for dinner to make the announcement. No text or e-mail, please. Believe me, they will really appreciate it. Besides, there are still lots of folks like grandparents who don’t really check their e-mail and would appreciate a good old-fashioned phone call — or even a visit! Imagine that …

But while you really should get on the ball and actually tell your close family members about your engagement either on the phone or in person, you probably don’t have time to do this for everyone you know. If that sounds about right, here are some fun and modern ways for you to get the word out without calling everyone on your contacts list:

	
Post a Special Picture: Maybe your Instagram followers would like to get a peek at the two of you toasting, or just your hands clasped together. Snapchat it, post it on Facebook, and Tweet it out to your peeps. Just know that all (or at least most) of those people will be thinking how much fun it will be to attend your wedding.
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