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                        Introduction
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            Over 3 million people take IELTS each year. There are more than

                1,000 test centers that administer IELTS in over 140 countries around the world.

                Today it is one of the most accepted international exams for academic qualification,

                professional licensing, and immigration. You can learn more about IELTS by visiting

                the official website at www.ielts.org.


            Purpose


            IELTS is available for people who need to demonstrate their

                English language proficiency for specific purposes. There are two formats of IELTS

                to choose from depending on your needs. You should take the Academic Training

                modules if you are planning to apply to an international university where English is

                the spoken language. The Academic Training modules are also used as a measure of

                professional language proficiency for educators, nurses, veterinarians, and other

                professionals. The General Training modules are more suitable if you want to work,

                live, or study at a secondary institution in an English-speaking country.


            There is a new test called IELTS Life Skills for those applying

                for a U.K. visa. This test measures a test taker’s speaking and listening

                skills. More information on this immigration-specific test can be found at www.ielts.org.


            Test Takers


            International students represent the highest percentage of

                candidates who take IELTS. Government departments and businesses around the globe

                also require an IELTS or equivalent score for employment or immigration. Medical

                professionals who want to work overseas in the U.K. may take the IELTS test. An

                IELTS score is a recognized measurement of English proficiency at over 10,000

                institutions around the world.


            Skills Tested


            IELTS consists of four sections that test the full range of

                English language skills—Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking. The

                Listening and Speaking sections are the same for both the Academic and General

                Training modules. The Reading and Writing sections are different in the Academic and

                General Training modules. These four sections are examined in detail in this

                book.


            
Language

                    Tested



            IELTS is an international test. The English used in the test

                and heard on the audio can be British, American, Australian, or New Zealand English.

                The language tested will be comprehensible to any learner of English.


            In this book, we point out the common differences between

                American English and the English used in other parts of the world. Footnotes are

                provided to show differences in spelling and usage. Whatever spelling you use when

                writing your test answers, the examiners will accept, as long as you are consistent

                throughout.


            International users of English are aware of differences in usage

                and spelling. Most international users understand that colour is written

                    color in American English and that organize is written

                    organise in British English. Because of films, international magazines,

                travel, and the Internet, we know that apartment and flat, gas and

                    petrol, and downtown and city centre are synonyms. We know

                that an American form is filled out and in Britain it is filled in. In

                Britain, a family could take a holiday at the sea. In America,

                    vacationers go to the beach for a vacation; in New Jersey,

                they go to the shore. We may use one synonym, but we understand the other

                without problem.


            We know that the cultural institutions of English-speaking

                countries are organized (organised) differently. American and Australian

                students study for a semester or a term; British students study for a

                    term. In Canada and Britain, students get marks; in America, they

                get grades. A British public school is a private school in

                America. In America, a building begins on the first floor. In Britain, one

                starts at the ground floor. In America, a friend is a pal or a

                    buddy. In Australia, people call each other mate in conversation,

                whether they are friends or not. We can understand these differences from the

                context. Their meanings will not be misunderstood.


            Some of the common usage differences in this book are:


            

                

                    	American English


                    	British English


                


                

                    	math


                    	maths


                


                

                    	college major


                    	subject


                


                

                    	city hall


                    	town hall


                


                

                    	pharmacy


                    	chemist


                


                

                    	parking garage/lot


                    	car park


                


                

                    	movies/film


                    	film


                


                

                    	movie theater


                    	cinema


                


                

                    	sidewalk


                    	pavement


                


                

                    	cell phone


                    	mobile phone


                


                

                    	graduated from college


                    	left college


                


                

                    	school/college/university


                    	college/university


                


                

                    	checkroom


                    	cloakroom


                


                

                    	check


                    	cheque


                


                

                    	downtown


                    	city centre


                


            


            Some of the common spelling differences in this book are:
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            USING THIS

                    BOOK


            You can study the material in this book in many ways. You can

                study it in a class; you can study it by yourself starting with the first page and

                going all the way to the end; or you can study only those parts where you know you

                need extra help.


            Here are some suggestions for getting the most out of

                    Barron’s IELTS.


            ■Look over the Table of Contents so

                you have an idea of what is in the book.


            ■Take a Model Test so you understand

                where you need more help.


            ■Become familiar with the directions

                for IELTS. Get to know what the task is. This will help you move quickly through the

                test.


            ■Study efficiently. If you don’t

                have much time, only study where you need extra help.


            ■Use the strategies. These strategies

                will help you score well on IELTS.


            ■Use the explanatory answers. These

                answers will explain why an answer choice is wrong. For many of the items, the

                answers will only be approximate. Your answer need not match the one provided as a

                sample.


            ■Study a little every day. Don’t

                fall behind. Keep at it.


            
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT

                        IELTS



            Should I take the Academic or General Training exam?


            It is important that you choose the correct test on your

                application form. The institution or agency that will be receiving your scores will

                tell you which exam to take. If you are planning on taking an undergraduate or

                postgraduate course at an English college or university, you should take the

                Academic Training exam. Your entrance to an institution will be based on this exam.

                You might also need to take the Academic Training exam if you are taking the IELTS

                for professional purposes. Check with your organization to find out what its

                requirements are. The General Training exam tests the English language communication

                skills or general communication skills that are needed for those who want to live

                and work in English-speaking countries. Although the Reading and Writing sections of

                the Academic exam measure the candidate’s ability to function in a higher

                educational institution, a range of educational and social contexts are used in the

                Listening and Speaking sections of both tests. The Listening and Speaking sections

                are the same in both the Academic and General tests.


            Where can I take IELTS?


            More than 1,000 test centers around the world administer IELTS.

                All test centers are run by the British Council, IELTS Australia, or Cambridge

                University. Some testing centers also offer off-site testing for large groups if

                prior arrangements are made with IELTS. Contact your local examination center or

                visit www.ielts.org to find out where the

                nearest IELTS test center is located.


            If you are taking the Academic test, you may have the option of

                taking the IELTS online from your own home using your own computer. This option

                currently has limited availability. Contact your local test center to find out if

                the online IELTS is available in your area.




            Where can I find information about registering for the

                test?


            You can contact your nearest examination center or visit the

                official IELTS website (www.ielts.org) for

                more information about application procedures and the location of a test center near

                you.


            How much does it cost to take IELTS?


            Test fees are set centrally by the British Council and its

                partners. The fees are generally set for a year at a time. You can find out the cost

                to take IELTS in your currency by contacting your test center. If for some reason

                you cannot take the test, contact your test center as soon as possible.


            Is there a computer-based version of the IELTS?


            A computer-based IELTS is available at select test centers

                around the world. You can contact the center where you plan to take the test to find

                out if the computer-based version is available there. If you take the computer-based

                version, you will take the Listening, Reading, and Writing sections on the computer.

                The Speaking section of the test will still be administered face-to-face. The

                content of the computer-based IELTS is the same as the paper-based IELTS.


            
How long

                    is the test?



            The complete IELTS test takes approximately 2 hours and 45

                minutes. The timing on the computer-based test varies slightly from the paper-based

                test. On the paper-based test, time is allowed at the end of the Listening test to

                transfer answers to the answer sheet, but this is not necessary on the

                computer-based test. The Listening, Reading, and Writing tests are taken in one

                sitting. There are no breaks. The Speaking test may be taken within seven days

                before or after the other tests. It is usually taken the same afternoon or within

                two or three days. You will have to arrange for the Speaking test at your test

                center.


            What can I take into the testing room?


            On your desk you will be allowed only pencils and erasers

                    (rubbers). (On the paper-based test, the answer sheet for the Listening

                and Reading tests must be written in pencil as parts of the answer sheet will be

                scanned by a computer.) You cannot use correction fluid. You also may not borrow or

                lend pens or pencils during the test. There will be a designated area for you to put

                your other personal belongings. You will not be allowed to have any electronic

                devices such as cell (mobile) phones in the testing room.


            What identification is required?


            You will need to have two forms of identification (such as a

                valid photo ID card, passport, driver’s license, student ID, or national ID)

                with you when you register, as well as on test day. When you take the Speaking test,

                you will have to present your photo ID again. In the United States, only your

                passport is required.


            How can I find out my results?


            Your test results will be sent to your home address or your

                educational institute within two weeks of taking the test. Your overall band score

                will be given on the Test Report Form, as will a breakdown of your scores in the

                four separate sections. On the IELTS registration form, you can designate up to five

                institutions, agencies, or individuals to receive your Test Report Form. There will

                be a charge for additional reports.


            What is a band?


            You cannot pass or fail IELTS. The test is scored on a band

                scale. A band is a level of ability. In each section, you can score anywhere from a

                band of 0 (nonuser) to a band of 9 (expert user). In the Listening and Reading

                sections, a mark is given for each correct answer. This number is then converted

                into a band using a conversion table. Overall scores are an average of all four

                sections and can be given in whole or half bands.


            
How can

                    I interpret my band scores?



            A general description of the competency level for each of the

                nine bands is reprinted from the IELTS website with permission. Scores are reported

                in whole or half bands. The overall band requirement for each institution or

                government body may be different. A band of 6.5 or 7 is a common requirement for

                university admission.


            

                

                    

                        	9


                        	Expert

                            user


                        	Has fully

                                operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate, and

                                fluent with complete understanding.


                    


                    

                        	8


                        	Very good

                                user


                        	Has fully

                                operational command of the language with only occasional

                                unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may

                                occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed

                                argumentation well.


                    


                    

                        	7


                        	Good

                            user


                        	Has operational

                                command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,

                                inappropriacies, and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally

                                handles complex language well and understands desired

                            reasoning.


                    


                    

                        	6


                        	Competent

                                user


                        	Has generally

                                effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,

                                inappropriacies, and misunderstandings. Can use and understand

                                fairly complex language, particularly in familiar

                            situations.


                    


                    

                        	5


                        	Modest

                            user


                        	Has partial

                                command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most

                                situations, though likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to

                                handle basic communication in own field.


                    


                    

                        	4


                        	Limited

                                user


                        	Basic

                                competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems

                                in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex

                                language.


                    


                    

                        	3


                        	Extremely

                                limited user


                        	Conveys and

                                understands only general meaning in very familiar situations.

                                Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.


                    


                    

                        	2


                        	Intermittent

                                user


                        	No real

                                communication is possible except for the most basic information

                                using isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to

                                meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and

                                written English.


                    


                    

                        	1


                        	Nonuser


                        	Essentially has

                                no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated

                                words.


                    


                    

                        	0


                        	Did not attempt the

                            test


                        	No assessable information provided.


                    


                

            


            *Reprinted from the IELTS Handbook with permission of the IELTS

                partners.


            
How long

                    is my score valid?



            An IELTS score is generally recognized for two years. Some

                institutions may accept your score after two years if you can provide proof that you

                have maintained your English language proficiency. If you are applying for admission

                to a post-secondary institution, your last test score will be used.


            When can I retake the test?


            You may repeat the test whenever and as often as you wish.

                However, some studies suggest that three months may be the minimum amount of time

                that average learners need to improve their band score. During these three months,

                candidates must continue their efforts to improve their English through class study

                or self-study.


            How can I improve my score on each of the test sections?


            Most importantly you must read, write, speak, and listen to

                English on a regular basis. Barron’s IELTS will help you achieve your

                goal.


            Where can I find extra help?


            There are many websites that are helpful for practicing for the

                IELTS specifically and for improving your English language skills in general. Here

                are a few suggestions.
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            You can find many good IELTS tips on Simone Braverman’s

                blog:


            www.ielts-blog.com/author/simone_new_admin/


            [image: Image]


            For speaking and listening practice, visit:


            www.splendid-speaking.com/index.html
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            For practice with a range of skills and IELTS tips, visit:


            https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org
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                        Preparing for IELTS
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            ➜A STUDY CONTRACT


            ➜EXAM DAY TIPS


            A STUDY

                        CONTRACT


            You must make a commitment to study English. Make a contract

                with yourself. A contract is a document that establishes procedures. You should not

                break a contract—especially a contract with yourself.


            ■Print your name below on the first

                line.


            ■Write the total amount of time you

                will spend each week studying English and the time for each skill area. Think about

                how much time you have to study every day and every week and make your schedule

                realistic.


            ■Sign your name and date the contract

                on the last lines.


            ■At the end of each week, add up your

                hours. Did you meet the requirements of your contract?


            

                IELTS STUDY CONTRACT


                I, ____________________________________, promise to study

                    for IELTS. I will begin my study with Barron’s IELTS, and I will

                    also study English on my own.


                I understand that to improve my English I need to spend

                    time using English.


                I promise to study English _______________ a week.


                I will spend _______ hours a week listening to English.


                I will spend _______ hours a week writing English.


                I will spend _______ hours a week speaking English.


                I will spend _______ hours a week reading English.


                This is a contract with myself. I promise to fulfill the

                    terms of this contract.


                

                    

                        

                            	____________________________________


                            	_____________________


                        


                        

                            	Signed


                            	Date


                        


                    

                


            


            
Self-Study



            Here are some ways you can study English on your own.


            Listening


            □Watch podcasts on the Internet


            □Watch news websites: CNN, BBC, NBC,

                ABC, CBS


            □Watch YouTube


            □Listen to CNN and BBC on the

                radio


            □Watch movies and TV in English


            □Listen to music in English


            □________________________________


            □________________________________


            

            Speaking


            □Describe what you see and do out

                loud


            □Practice speaking with a conversation

                buddy


            □Use a video chat app to practice

                speaking English with friends and classmates


            □________________________________


            □________________________________


            

            Writing


            □Write a daily journal


            □Write a letter to an English

                speaker


            □Make lists of the things you see

                every day


            □Write descriptions of your family and

                friends


            □Write e-mails to website contacts


            □Write a blog


            □Leave comments on blogs


            □Post messages in a chat room


            □Use Facebook and Twitter


            □________________________________


            □________________________________


            

            

                Subscribe to Simone Braverman’s excellent blog IELTS-blog.com with its many

                        tips for IELTS preparation.


                [image: Image]


            


            Reading


            □Read newspapers and magazines in

                English


            □Read books in English


            □Read academic articles in English


            □Read informational brochures and

                pamphlets in English


            □Do web research on topics that

                interest you


            □Follow blogs that interest you


            □________________________________


            □________________________________


            

            
Examples of Self-Study Activities



            Whether you read an article in a newspaper or on a website, you

                can use that article in a variety of ways to practice reading, writing, speaking,

                and listening in English.


            ■Read the article.


            ■Paraphrase and write about it.


            ■Give a talk or presentation about

                it.


            ■Record or make a video of your

                presentation.


            ■Listen to or watch what you recorded.

                Write down your presentation.


            ■Correct your mistakes.


            ■Do it all again.


            PLAN A TRIP
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            Go to www.fodors.com or

                another travel website.


            Choose a city, then choose some sites to visit there

                    (reading). Write a report about the city (writing). Tell why you

                want to go there and when you want to go. Tell what sites you plan to visit. Where

                will you eat? How will you get around?


            Now write a letter to someone recommending this place

                    (writing). Pretend you have to give a lecture on your planned trip

                    (speaking). Make a video of yourself talking about this place. Then watch

                the video and write down what you said (listening). Correct any mistakes you

                made and record the presentation again. Then choose another city and do this

                again.


            SHOP FOR AN ELECTRONIC PRODUCT


            [image: Images]


            Go to www.cnet.com/tech


            Think of an electronic product you need to buy. Write a list of

                features you want the product to have (writing). Find the electronic product

                online and read about it (reading). Compare the features you want with the

                features of the product.


            Now, write an e-mail to a friend explaining why you chose this

                product (writing). Pretend to call a friend and explain your reasons

                    (speaking). Make a video of yourself talking about the product

                    (speaking). Then watch the video and write down what you said

                    (listening). Correct any mistakes you made and record the presentation

                again. Then choose another product and do this again.


            CHOOSE A BOOK


            [image: Images]


            Go to www.amazon.com or

                any other website that sells English language books.






            Choose a book that looks interesting to you. Read the description

                and reviews (reading).


            Write a letter to someone explaining why you want to read this

                book.


            Explain what it is about and why it is interesting to you

                    (writing).


            Pretend you have to give a talk about this book

                (speaking). Make a video of yourself talking about it. Watch the video and

                write down what you said (listening). Correct any mistakes you made and

                record the presentation again. Then choose another book and do this again.




            
DISCUSS ANY SUBJECT
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            Go to simple.wikipedia.org


            This website is written in simple English. Pick any subject and

                read the entry (reading).


            Write a short essay about the topic (writing). Give a

                presentation about it (speaking). Make a video of yourself giving the

                presentation. Then watch the video and write down what you said (listening).

                Correct any mistakes you made and record the presentation again. Choose another

                topic and do this again.


            DISCUSS ANY EVENT
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            Go to news.google.com


            Google News has a variety of links. Pick one event and read the

                articles about it (reading).


            Write a short essay about the event (writing). Give a

                presentation about it (speaking). Make a video of yourself giving the

                presentation. Then watch the video and write down what you said (listening).

                Correct any mistakes you made and record the presentation again. Then choose another

                event and do this again.


            REPORT THE NEWS


            Listen to an English language news report on the radio or watch

                a news program on TV (listening). Take notes as you listen. Write a summary

                of what you heard (writing).


            Pretend you are a news reporter. Use the information from your

                notes to report the news (speaking). Make a video of yourself giving the

                presentation. Then watch the video and write down what you said (listening).

                Correct any mistakes you made and record the presentation again. Then listen to

                another news program and do this again.


            EXPRESS AN OPINION


            Read a letter to the editor in the newspaper (reading).

                Write a letter in response in which you say whether or not you agree with the

                opinion expressed in the first letter. Explain why (writing).


            Pretend you have to give a talk explaining your opinion

                    (speaking). Make a video of yourself giving the talk. Then watch the

                video and write down what you said (listening). Correct any mistakes you made

                and record the presentation again. Then read another letter to the editor and do

                this again.


            REVIEW A BOOK OR MOVIE


            Read a book (reading) or watch a movie

                (listening). Think about your opinion of the book or movie. What did you like

                about it? What didn’t you like about it? Who would you recommend it to and

                why? Pretend you are a book or movie reviewer for a newspaper or a website. Write a

                review of the book or movie with your opinion and recommendations

                (writing).


            Give

                an oral presentation about the book or movie. Explain what it is about and what your

                opinion of it is (speaking). Make a video of yourself giving the

                presentation. Then watch the video and write down what you said (listening).

                Correct any mistakes you made and record the presentation again. Then read another

                book or watch another movie and do this again.


            SUMMARIZE A TV SHOW


            Watch a TV show in English (listening). Take notes as

                you listen. After watching, write a summary of the show (writing).


            Use your notes to give an oral summary of the show. Explain the

                characters, setting, and plot (speaking). Make a video of yourself speaking.

                Then watch the video and write down what you said (listening). Correct any

                mistakes you made and record the presentation again. Then watch another TV show and

                do this again.


            LISTEN TO A LECTURE


            Listen to an academic or other type of lecture on the Internet.

                Go to any of the following or similar sites and look for lectures on topics that are

                of interest to you.
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            https://academicearth.org/playlists/
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            http://freevideolectures.com
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            http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk
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            www.ted.com/talks


            Listen to a lecture and take notes as you listen. Listen again

                to check and add to your notes (listening). Use your notes to write a summary

                of the lecture (writing).


            Pretend you have to give a lecture on the same subject. Use your

                notes to give your lecture (speaking). Make a video of yourself as you

                lecture. Then, watch the video and write down what you said. Correct any mistakes

                you made and record the lecture again. Then, listen to another lecture and do this

                again.


            STUDY VOCABULARY


            Barron’s Vocabulary Flash Cards can be found at barronsbooks.com/tp/ielts/audio.


            There are flash cards for 200 vocabulary words useful for the

                IELTS. Each flash card contains a definition and sample sentence for the word, as

                well as audio so that you can hear the correct pronunciation. Studying vocabulary

                flash cards will reinforce vocabulary you encounter in your reading and listening

                activities.


            

                EXAM DAY

                        TIPS


                ■Read all communication from

                    the test center carefully. You may receive directions or advice on nearby

                    hotels.


                ■Be early. Give yourself more

                    than enough time to get to the test center. If you live far away, you may want

                    to arrive the night before. Then you can relax without worrying about being

                    late.


                ■Be comfortable. Don’t

                    wear clothes that don’t fit or don’t feel good.


                ■Don’t bring unnecessary

                    items with you to the testing center. The only things you will be allowed to

                    take into the testing room are pencils and erasers (rubbers), your

                    identification, and possibly a bottle of water. Everything else, including

                    handbags, coats, jackets (even blazers or other jackets normally worn indoors),

                    and cell (mobile) phones, will have to be left outside the testing

                    room.


                ■You will have to bring

                    identification with you to the testing site. The test administrators normally

                    ask for a passport. You will be asked to arrive at the testing center at least

                    30 minutes ahead of time for check-in and identification check. Anyone who

                    arrives late will not be admitted to the test.


                ■The Listening, Reading, and

                    Writing parts of the test last about 3 hours altogether. You will have to remain

                    in your seat in the testing room during this entire period of time, even if you

                    finish the test early.


                ■You will be permitted to

                    leave the room to go to the restroom if necessary. Raise your hand and quietly

                    ask the person in charge for permission to leave the testing room. Do not

                    disturb the other test takers.


                ■The last part of the test is

                    the Speaking part. It takes up to 20 minutes. This is a face-to-face interview,

                    so each test taker will be assigned a time for his or her interview. You

                    probably won’t know the time for your interview until the day of the test,

                    so you need to be prepared to spend most of the day at the testing center.
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                        Listening
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            ➜QUICK STUDY


            •Overview


            •Question Types


            •Listening Tips


            •Completing the Blanks


            ➜LISTENING SKILLS


            •Skill 1—Making Assumptions


            •Skill 2—Understanding

                Numbers


            •Skill 3—Understanding the

                    Alphabet


            •Skill 4—Distinguishing Similar

                        Sounds


            •Skill 5—Listening for Time


            •Skill 6—Listening for

                    Frequency


            •Skill 7—Listening for Similar

                        Meanings


            •Skill 8—Listening for

                Emotions


            •Skill 9—Listening for an

                        Explanation


            •Skill 10—Listening for

                        Classifications


            •Skill 11—Listening for Comparisons and

                        Contrasts


            •Skill 12—Listening for Negative

                        Meaning


            •Skill 13—Listening for

                    Chronology


            ➜ANSWER EXPLANATIONS


            
QUICK STUDY



            OVERVIEW


            There are four parts to the Listening test. There are 40

                questions altogether. The audio will last approximately 30 minutes.


            During the test, you will be given time to read the questions

                    before you hear the audio. As you listen, you should write your answers

                on your question paper. Do not wait until the end. The answers in the audio follow

                the order of the questions. If you hesitate and think about one question, you may

                miss the next question. The audio keeps going.


            At the end of each section, you will be given 30 seconds to check

                your answers. On the paper-based test, you will have an additional 10 minutes at the

                end to transfer your answers to the answer sheet. On the computer-based test, you

                will have an additional two minutes to review your answers before submitting

                them.




            The Listening tests are the same for both the Academic and the

                General Training versions of IELTS.


            

                

                    

                        	Listening Test


                    


                    

                        	Parts


                        	Topics


                        	Speakers


                    


                

                

                    

                        	1


                        	General,

                                everyday topics


                        	Conversation

                                between two people


                    


                    

                        	2


                        	General,

                                everyday topics


                        	One

                                person


                    


                    

                        	3


                        	School or

                                training-related topics


                        	Conversation

                                between two or more people


                    


                    

                        	4


                        	School or

                                training-related topics


                        	One person


                    


                

            


            QUESTION

                    TYPES


            There are a variety of question types on the IELTS Listening

                test. You will find examples of these types in this chapter.


            Form, note, table, flow-chart, summary completion


            Plan, map, diagram labeling1


            Matching


            Multiple choice


            Sentence completion


            Short answer question


            1BRITISH: Labelling


            

                LISTENING TIPS


                1.Learn and understand the

                    directions by using this book and the Model Tests it contains. Use your time

                    during the test to study the questions, not the directions.


                2.Study the different types of

                    questions. Be prepared for what the question might ask you to do. Be prepared to

                    complete a sentence, check a box1, or choose a letter.


                3.Take notes in your question

                    booklet as you listen. You can circle possible answers and change your mind

                    later when you transfer your answers to the answer sheet.


                4.If you don’t know an answer,

                    guess.


                5.After answering, preview the next

                    set of questions. Make assumptions about what you think you will hear.


                6.When you make assumptions, ask

                    yourself: Who? What? When? Where? and How?


                7.The correct answer is often

                    repeated, but the words will not be written exactly as they are heard. The test

                    will use paraphrases and synonyms.


                8.A lot of information given in the

                    conversations and lectures is not tested. Try to listen only for answers to the

                    questions.


                9.Don’t get stuck on a

                    question. If you didn’t hear the answer, go on.


                10.The answers are given in order.

                    For example, if you hear the answer to question 10 but didn’t hear the

                    answer for question 9, you missed question 9. You will not hear the answer

                    later. Guess the answer to question 9 and move on.


                11.When you write a word in a

                    blank, you must spell the word correctly. It doesn’t matter if you use

                    British or American spelling. It must be spelled correctly or you will get a

                    lower score.


                12.Mark your answers carefully. If

                    you are asked to give a letter (e.g., A), don’t answer with a

                    phrase.


                13.Pay attention when speakers

                    correct themselves. The second statement is usually the one that contains the

                    correct answer.


                14.Incomplete or shortened answers

                    (e.g., times and dates) will be marked as incorrect.


                15.Remember that answers that

                    exceed word limits (even use of a and the) will be marked as

                    incorrect.


                16.A variety of accents are used,

                    including British, American, and Australian. Practice listening to different

                    types of native speakers.


                17.Practice2 listening for a full half

                    hour. Concentrate. Do not let your mind wander. Can you repeat main ideas and

                    details from what you heard? Can you summarize what you heard?


            


            1BRITISH: tick a box


            2BRITISH: Practise


            
COMPLETING THE BLANKS



            Number of Words and Spelling


            Many IELTS test takers do not correctly complete the blanks.

                Some test takers use more than the suggested number of words, or they do not spell

                the answer correctly.


            If you make these mistakes, you will lose points. Be careful when

                you complete blanks. You may know the correct answer, but if you don’t spell

                it correctly or if you add additional words, you will get a lower score.


            NUMBER OF WORDS


            Complete the sentence below. Write NO MORE THAN

                            THREE WORDS for each answer.


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	While on the subway, the boy

                                lost his favorite leather

                            wallet.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
While on the subway, the boy

                                lost his wallet.


                            The incorrect answer above counts as four

                                words. Four words will count against you. You can use fewer than

                                three words, but you cannot use more than three words.



                    


                

            


            WORD CHOICE


            Complete the sentence below. Write NO MORE THAN

                            THREE WORDS for each answer.


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	The ceremony will be held in

                                    in a beautiful/lovely resort

                                hotel.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
The ceremony will be held in

                                    a beautiful hotel.


                            The incorrect answer above counts as six

                                words. The word in is repeated. Using beautiful/lovely

                                counts as two words. If there are two possible words with similar

                                meaning, choose the best word for your answer. Do not use a slash.

                                The adjective resort is not necessary to the

                            statement.



                    


                

            


            SPELLING


            Complete the sentence below. Write NO MORE THAN

                            THREE WORDS for each answer.


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	The scientists discovered

                                    a cancer treetment.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
The scientists discovered

                                    a cancer treatment.


                            You must spell the words correctly. A

                                misspelled word will count against you.


                            You can use British or American spelling, but

                                you must spell the word correctly.



                    


                

            


            

                TIP


                You can practice your spelling by taking dictation. Listen

                        to the audio tracks for this book and write down everything you hear. Check

                        your work using the on-line audio scripts.


            


            Questions 1–10


            The following statements are not completed correctly. Write

                    the correct answer. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1The shelves were filled with with fruts and fresh vegetables.


            The shelves were filled with fruits and

                        vegetables.


            In the incorrect sentence, with is repeated, fruits is

                misspelled, the adjective fresh is not necessary to the statement, and there

                are five words instead of three.


            2Cynthia lives near to the train

                stattion.


            Cynthia lives near .......................


            3If you return a library book late, you must pay a fine of 25 cents1

                a day.


            If you return a library book late, you must

                .......................


            4Their trip was spoiled2 because of it was bad/terrible weather.


            Their trip was spoiled because of .......................


            5The fountain is in the center of the beautiful, sunny roses garden.


            The fountain is in the center of the .......................


            6Students they usually can

                        choose/decide the topic for their essay.


            Students ....................... the topic for their essay.


            7More or less ten thousend

                    of visitors come to the museum each year.


            ....................... visitors come to the museum each year.


            8If you don’t understand the assignment, you should

                    have to ask the professor for help.


            If you don’t understand the assignment, you should

                ....................... for help.


            9Roberto was excited about about

                        taking a trip to Alaska.


            Roberto was excited about ...................


            10Many northern song birds spend the

                    long witer in Mexico.


            Many northern song birds .................... in Mexico.


            1U.S. currency: 100 cents in one dollar


            2AMERICAN: ruined


            Verb, Noun, and Pronoun Agreement


            The words you write in a blank must match the rest of the

                sentence in tense, number, and gender. Don’t use a singular verb when a plural

                verb is required. Don’t use a singular noun when a plural noun is required.

                Don’t use a masculine pronoun to refer to a feminine or neutral antecedent.

                You may know the correct answer, but if you don’t use correct grammar, you

                will get a lower score.


            VERB AGREEMENT


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	The scientists at the

                                research hospital is looking for a

                                cure.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
The scientists at the

                                research hospital are looking for

                                a cure.


                            The incorrect answer above uses a singular

                                verb is. A plural verb are refers to the plural

                                subject scientists. The singular noun hospital is the

                                object of the preposition at, not the subject of the

                                sentence.



                    


                

            


            SINGULAR/PLURAL NOUN


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	They ordered five shirt.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
They ordered five shirts.


                            The incorrect answer above uses a singular

                                noun shirt. A plural noun shirts is needed because of

                                the plural number five. Note: See Skill 27 on page 191 in the Writing

                                section for more information on plural nouns.



                    


                

            


            
PRONOUN AGREEMENT



            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	The patients have confidence

                                    in his doctors.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	
The patients have confidence

                                    in their doctors.


                            The incorrect answer above uses a singular

                                pronoun his. A plural pronoun their refers to the

                                plural subject patients. Note: See Skill 23 on page 185 in the Writing

                                section for more information on pronouns.



                    


                

            


            Questions 1–10


            The following statements are not completed correctly. Write

                    the correct answer. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1Unlike most other ducks, wood ducks build thier nest in trees.


            Unlike most other ducks, wood ducks .................. in trees.


            2The new compact laptop computer is very popular among busines traveler.


            The new compact laptop computer is very popular among

                ......................


            3Bananas grow in in a tropicale

                        climates.


            Bananas grow in ......................


            4Fruit cost moor in the

                winter than in the summer.


            Fruit ...................... in the winter than in the summer.


            5Mrs. Smith donated his old

                    close to charity.


            Mrs. Smith donated ...................... to charity.


            6Students in this class have to must

                        take two exam this semester.1


            Students in this class have to ...................... this

                semester.


            7The college professor bought new

                        house.


            The college professor bought ...................... .


            8Mr. and Mrs. Rodgers took his

                        vacations2 in August this

                year.


            Mr. and Mrs. Rodgers ...................... in August this year.


            9Every house have a garden

                in the back.


            Every house ...................... in the back.


            10The female dragonfly likes to lay their eggs under water.


            The female dragonfly ...................... under water.


            1British: term


            2British: holiday


            
Articles



            When completing a blank, you must use an article—a,

                    an, the—if grammar requires it. An article counts as one word, just

                like any other word you may put in a blank.


            When referring to something in general, you can use a plural noun

                without an article, or you can use a singular noun with a or an. If

                you use a noncount noun, do not use an article when speaking in general.


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	Child

                                        needs good nutrition to grow up healthy.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	Children need good nutrition to grow up

                                healthy.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	A

                                        child needs good nutrition to grow up

                                healthy.


                    


                

            


            When referring to specific people, places, or things, use

                    the with a singular, plural, or noncount noun.


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	Homework that Mrs. Smith gives in her math

                                class is very challenging.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	The

                                        homework that Mrs. Smith gives in her math class

                                is very challenging.


                    


                

            


            Note: See Skill 28 on page 194 in the Writing section for more

                information on articles.


            Questions 1–10


            The following statements are not completed correctly. Write

                    the correct answer. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1We have to complete all

                        assignment in this class before the end of the semester.


            We have to complete ...................... in this class before the

                end of the semester.


            2A moth usually fly at

                night.


            ...................... usually fly at night.


            3The professor showed us a butterfly. Butterfly had beautiful colors.


            The professor showed us a butterfly. ...................... had

                beautiful colors.


            4The old library building is too small, and it needs many

                repairs. Therefore, the City Council is talking about building the new library.


            The old library building is too small, and it needs many repairs.

                Therefore, the City Council is talking about building .......................


            5The air pollution is a

                serious problem in many large cities around the world.


            ...................... is a serious problem in many large cities

                around the world.


            6Animals living near the

                Arctic has special adaptations for the cold climate.


            ...................... living near the Arctic has special adaptations

                for the cold climate.


            7Keep your ticket with you at all times. To get a discount at

                the museum gift shop, show a ticket to the gift

                shop clerk.


            Keep your ticket with you at all times. To get a discount at the

                museum gift shop, show ...................... to the gift shop clerk.


            8An information in this

                book will help you pass the course.


            ...................... in this book will help you pass the

                course.


            9The gold is a precious

                metal that is valued by people everywhere.


            ...................... is a precious metal that is valued by people

                everywhere.


            10Pet

                    parrot requires a lot of care and attention.


            ...................... requires a lot of care and attention.


            Gerunds, Infinitives, and Base Form Verbs


            When you write a verb, you must use the correct form. The main

                verb of a sentence has a verb tense. Other verbs in a sentence might be in the

                gerund, infinitive, or base form.


            

                GERUNDS (VERB + ING) CAN BE USED AS THE SUBJECT

                    OF A SENTENCE. GERUNDS CAN FOLLOW CERTAIN VERBS. THEY CAN ALSO FOLLOW

                    PREPOSITIONS.


            


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	Eat

                                        sweets can cause weight gain and other health

                                problems.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	Eating

                                    sweets can cause weight gain and other health

                                problems.


                    


                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	Many tourists enjoy to visit the museum.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	Many tourists enjoy

                                        visiting the museum.


                    


                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	They are interested in learn about history.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	They are interested in learning about history.


                    


                

            


            

                INFINITIVES (TO + VERB) OFTEN FOLLOW

                    ADJECTIVES. INFINITIVES ALSO FOLLOW CERTAIN VERBS.


            


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	During a blizzard, it is

                                important keeping warm.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	During a blizzard, it is important to keep warm.


                    


                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	He expected returning to school in the

                                autumn.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	He expected to return to school in the

                                autumn.


                    


                

            


            

                BASE FORM VERBS FOLLOW MODALS (CAN, WILL, SHOULD,

                    MUST, ETC.).


            


            

                

                    

                        	Incorrect:


                        	You can to find information in the university

                                library.


                    


                    

                        	Correct:


                        	You can find information in the university

                                library.


                    


                

            


            Note: See Skill 29 on page 197 in the Writing section for more

                information on gerunds and infinitives.


            
Questions 1–12



            The following statements are not completed correctly. Write

                    the correct answer. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1We will finish read this

                    novel before the end of the semester.


            We will finish ...................... before the end of the

                semester.


            2He plans arrive in Chicago

                at 10:00.


            He ...................... in Chicago at 10:00.


            3Health club members can choose work with a personal trainer.


            Health club members can choose ...................... with a personal

                trainer.


            4All visitors must having a

                ticket to enter the museum.


            All visitors must ...................... a ticket to enter the

                museum.


            5Pay a deposit will secure

                the apartment for you.


            ...................... will secure the apartment for you.


            6It’s easier get

                        reservations at the hotel during the winter season.


            It’s easier ...................... at the hotel during the

                winter season.


            7Marvin felt nervous about gave his

                        report in front of the class.


            Marvin felt nervous about ...................... in front of the

                class.


            8You cannot missing more

                    than three classes during the semester.


            You cannot ...................... three classes during the

                semester.


            9The front desk clerk will be glad answers any questions about the hotel.


            The front desk clerk will be glad ...................... any

                questions about the hotel.


            10They hoped saw

                        alligators during their tour of the Everglades.


            They hoped ...................... during their tour of the

                Everglades.


            11They are interested in will learn all about wildlife in the Everglades.


            They are interested in ...................... all about wildlife in the

                Everglades.


            12The tour guide suggested took a boat tour of the area.


            The tour guide suggested ...................... a boat tour of the

                area.


            

                TIP


                Study Skills 17 and 18 on Stress in the Speaking section, pages 271–272. These skills

                        will help you understand how stress changes the meaning of words or

                        sentences. This will help you when you listen as well.


            


            
LISTENING SKILLS



            

                Skill

                            1—Making Assumptions


                In order to understand a conversation, you should focus on

                    two things: the speakers and the topic. To score well on the IELTS, you should

                    determine what you know and what you need to know.


                As you listen to a conversation, you must make some assumptions

                    about the speakers and the topic. You want to know who, what, when,

                    where, and why.


                

                    

                        

                            	Assumptions About the

                                        Speaker


                            	Assumptions About the

                                        Topic


                        


                    

                    

                        

                            	Who are they?


                            	What are they talking

                                    about?


                        


                        

                            	What is their

                                    relationship?


                            	What

                                happened?


                        


                        

                            	Where are

                                they?


                            	What might

                                    happen?


                        


                        

                            	What do they plan to

                                    do?


                            	 


                        


                        

                            	What did they

                                do?


                            	 


                        


                        

                            	What are their

                                    feelings?


                            	 


                        


                        

                            	Why are they

                                    talking?


                            	 


                        


                    

                


                To help you make these assumptions, you should scan the

                    questions in your Listening test booklet quickly and ask yourself: Who? What?

                        When? Where? and Why? By looking for the answers to these general

                    questions, you will discover what you know and what you need to know.


                During the test, you will have about 20 seconds to look over

                    these questions. Use that time to make assumptions about the listening passage.

                    Read the question first. Then read the exercise on “Assumptions” on

                        page 26. Do the exercises. Finally,

                    listen to the conversation and test your assumptions.


            


            [image: images]


            PRACTICE 1


            Questions 1–5


            Quickly read each question. Then complete the Assumptions

                    exercises on page 26.


            Finally, listen to the conversation and test your

                    assumptions.


            Complete the form below.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A

                            NUMBER for each answer. Record your answers on a piece of

                    paper.


            

                Woodside Apartments1


                Tenant Application Form


                Type of apartment requested: One bedroom


                Last name2

                    1

                    ...................... First name James


                Address 1705 2 ......................

                    Street, Apt. 3

                    ......................


                Phone: Home: 721-0584 Work:

                            4

                    ......................


                Date of birth 5 ...................... 12,

                            19783


            


            1BRITISH: Flats


            2BRITISH: Surname


            3BRITISH: day month year; AMERICAN:

                month day, year


            Questions 6–8


            Choose three letters, A–G. Record your answers

                    on a piece of paper.


            What features will James get with his apartment?


            Astudy


            Bbalcony


            Cgarage parking space4


            Dstorage space


            Eexercise club


            Ffireplace


            Gwashing machine


            4BRITISH: parking place


            Questions 9–10


            Complete the sentences.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            The apartment will be ready next 9 .......................


            James will have to pay 10 ...................... of

                the first month’s rent as a deposit.


            
Assumptions



            Answer the questions below by making assumptions about the

                    speaker and topic. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each

                    answer.


            

                

                    

                        	Who?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	What?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	When?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	Where?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	Why?


                        	...................


                    


                

            


            Identify the clues in Practice 1 on page 25 that help you make these

                    assumptions. No answers are provided in the answer key.


            

                Assumption 1—James wants to rent a one-bedroom apartment

                    at the Woodside Apartments.


                How do we know his first name is James?


                How do we know he wants to rent?


                How do we know he wants a one-bedroom apartment?


                How do we know the name of the building?


                Assumption 2—He is a prospective tenant.


                How do we know he is a prospective tenant?


                Assumption 3—The apartment is not ready yet.


                How do we know the apartment is not ready?


                Assumption 4—He will have to pay a deposit.


                How do we know there is a deposit?


            


            Now listen to the audio and answer the questions for

                    Practice 1 on page 25.


            We don’t know this:


            Write the number of the question from Practice 1, questions

                    1–10 on page 25 next to the

                    question you have to answer.


            

                

                    

                        	AWhat is

                                James’s last name?


                        	Question 1


                    


                    

                        	BWhat street does

                                he live on?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	CWhat is his work

                                telephone number?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	DWhat month was he

                                born?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	EWhat features

                                will he get with his apartment?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	FWhen will the

                                apartment be ready?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	GHow much is the

                                deposit?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                

            


            Now listen to the conversation. Listen for the answers you

                    don’t know.


            [image: images]


            PRACTICE 2




            Questions 11–13


            Before you listen to the audio, look over the questions and

                make assumptions. Try to find the answers to Who? What? When? Where? and

                    Why?


            Assumptions


            Find the answers to Who? What? When? Where?

                    and Why? 


            

                Who are the speakers?


                What are they talking about?


                When is something happening?


                Where is something happening?


                Why are they having a conversation?


            


            Complete the information about the museum.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A

                            NUMBER for each answer. Record your answers on a piece of

                    paper.


            

                Jamestown Museum of Art


                Information for Visitors


                Entrance Fees: Adults $ 11

                    ......................


                Children $ 12

                    ......................


                Entrance is free for senior citizens on 13

                    .......................


                Hours


                Tues–Thurs 11:00 A.M.–5:00

                        P.M.


                Fri 11:00 A.M.–7:00

                    P.M.


                Sat–Sun 10:00 A.M.–6:00

                        P.M.


                Mondays and holidays closed


            


            
Questions 14–18



            Fill in the missing information on the map of the

                museum.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            [image: Images]


            Questions 19–20


            Complete the notice below.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each

                    answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                Notice to museum visitors.


                The following areas are restricted.


                Hall of History: Closed for 19 ......................

                    Will reopen in April.


                20 ......................: Museum staff offices. Employees

                    only.


                All others must have an appointment.


            


            We know this from reading Practice 2, questions 11–20 on pages 27–28.


            The Jamestown Museum of Art has varied hours of operation, but

                it is closed on Mondays and holidays. There are four galleries. One gallery has

                local art. The other has sculpture. There is a gift shop. The Hall of History will

                reopen in April. The Museum staff offices are open only by appointment to non-staff

                members.


            Answer these questions.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                

                    

                        	Who?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	What?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	When?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	Where?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	Why?


                        	...................


                    


                

            


            Identify the clues in Practice 2 on pages 27–28 that help you make

                    these assumptions. No answers are provided in the answer key.


            We don’t know this:


            Write the number of the question in Practice 2, questions

                    11–20 on pages 27–28 next

                    to the question you have to answer.


            

                

                    

                        	AWhat is the

                                admission price for adults?


                        	Question 11


                    


                    

                        	BWhat is the

                                admission price for children?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	CWhen is there no

                                admission fee for senior citizens?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	DWhat kind of art

                                is in the Hall of History?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	EIn which gallery

                                is local art located?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	FWhat kind of art

                                is in the Main Gallery?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	GIn which gallery

                                is sculpture located?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	HWhat besides

                                souvenirs is sold in the gift shop?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	IWhy is the Hall

                                of History closed?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                    

                        	JWhere are the

                                staff offices located?


                        	Question ......................


                    


                

            


            

                Skill 2—Understanding

                            Numbers


                Many of the questions on the IELTS Listening test ask you to

                    remember, identify, and/or write numbers that you hear. This is an easy skill to

                    practice, but a difficult one to perfect.


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	Flight 33 leaves from Gate 13 Concourse

                                    C3.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	Write the number you hear.


                        


                    

                


                

                    What is the flight number? 33


                


                Many numbers sound alike. Here are a few easily confused

                    numbers. Say them out loud.


                [image: Images]


                Try to use the context to make a guess about what you are

                    hearing. When you look over the questions to make assumptions about the topic,

                    pay attention to those questions that ask for specific numbers. Listen carefully

                    for those numbers.


            


            [image: images]


            Questions 1–5


            Listen for the numbers and answer the questions.


            Write a number in the blank or choose the correct

                    letter, A, B, or C. Record your answers on a piece of

                paper.


            1


            

                Credit Card Charge Form


                

                    

                        

                            	Card Holder:


                            	Roger Wilcox


                        


                        

                            	Address:


                            	13

                                            High Street


                        


                        

                            	Card Number:


                            	...................


                        


                    

                


            


            2How many seats are there in the new theater?


            A200


            B250


            C500


            3


            

                

                    

                        

                            	Name


                            	Phone


                        


                        

                            	Roberts, Sherry


                            	...................


                        


                    

                


            


            4How much will the woman pay for the hotel room?


            A$255


            B$265


            C$315


            5


            

                Lost Luggage Report


                

                    

                        

                            	Passenger name:


                            	Richard Lyons


                        


                        

                            	Flight number:


                            	...................


                        


                    

                


            


            [image: images]


            Questions 6–15


            Listen to these telephone numbers. Pay attention to the way

                    three different speakers say the same number.


            6703-6588


            7744-1492


            8202-9983


            9671-4532


            10824-1561


            11637-0550


            12265-1811


            13287-6216


            14455-3021


            15305-8480


            Now write the numbers you hear. Record your answers

                on a piece of paper.


            6...................


            7...................


            8...................


            9...................


            10...................


            11...................


            12...................


            13...................


            14...................


            15...................


            

                Skill 3—Understanding

                            the Alphabet


                Many of the questions on the IELTS Listening test ask you to

                    remember, identify, and/or write letters of the alphabet that you hear. This is

                    a good skill to practice for the test and for real life.


                You will hear:


                

                    

                        

                            	Speaker 1:


                            	Is your name spelled1 L-I-N or

                                    L-Y-N-N?


                        


                        

                            	Speaker 2:


                            	Actually, it’s Lynne with an

                                e.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	Write the name you hear.


                        


                    

                


                

                    What is the person’s name? Lynne


                


            


            1BRITISH: spelt


            [image: images]


            Questions 1–6


            Identify the correct spelling of the name you hear. Record

                    your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                

                    

                        	1Tomas


                        	Thomas


                    


                    

                        	2Maine


                        	Main


                    


                    

                        	3Patty


                        	Patti


                    


                    

                        	4Roberts


                        	Robertson


                    


                    

                        	5Springfield


                        	Springvale


                    


                    

                        	6Nixon


                        	Dixson


                    


                

            


            [image: images]


            Questions 7–12


            Complete the statements.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A

                            NUMBER for the answer. Record your answers on a piece of

                    paper.


            7


            

                Order Form


                Name A

                    Green


                Credit Card Number B ......................


            


            8


            

                Telephone Directory


                Barney’s Discount Store 673-0982


                A ...................... Theater


                B ......................


            


            9


            

                Hotel Serenity


                Albert Street (Private Bag 91031)


                Auckland 1, New Zealand


                Tel: (9) 309-6445


                Reservations


                Name: Roberta

                    A


                Room number 304


                Price B £ ......................


            


            10


            

                Royale Theater


                Ticket Order Form


                Name:Peter

                            Park


                Address:75

                    A

                    Street


                City:Riverdale


                Seat number:B

                    ......................


            


            11


            

                Professor: Dr.1

                    A ......................


                Office hours: T, Th 3:00–5:00


                Office number: B ......................


            


            1BRITISH: No period after Dr


            12


            

                Addresses


                W


                Name: Wild Flower

                    Society


                Address: A

                    State Street


                City: B ......................


            


            

                Skill 4—Distinguishing

                            Similar Sounds


                Some words sound similar to each other, but they are

                    different. For speakers of certain languages, some sounds are more difficult to

                    distinguish than others.


                

                    

                        

                            	Native Language


                            	Difficult Sounds


                            	Examples


                        


                        

                            	Arabic


                            	p and b


                            	pan / ban


                        


                        

                            	Russian


                            	d and t


                            	door / tore


                        


                        

                            	Spanish


                            	sh and ch


                            	wish / which


                        


                        

                            	Japanese


                            	l and r


                            	lot / rot


                        


                        

                            	Thai


                            	v and w


                            	vet / wet


                        


                        

                            	Korean


                            	th and s


                            	thin / sin


                        


                    

                


                English vowels can be difficult to distinguish for speakers

                    of almost any language. Here are some commonly confused English vowel

                    sounds:


                

                    

                        

                            	i and ee


                            	ship / sheep


                        


                        

                            	a and e


                            	pat / pet


                        


                        

                            	e and ay


                            	debt / date


                        


                        

                            	o and aw


                            	boat / bought


                        


                        

                            	a and u


                            	bat / but


                        


                    

                


                It is always a good idea to practice distinguishing similar

                    sounds in English. This will help you choose the correct spelling of a word.

                    Determine which sounds give you the most difficulty and look for minimal pairs

                    drills online and in books that will help you practice them. These are exercises

                    that focus on two similar but different sounds.


            


            [image: images]


            PRACTICE 1


            Read and listen to these commonly confused words. In each

                    pair, the only difference is one sound.


            

                

                    

                        	bath / path


                        	wet / wed


                        	flow / flaw


                    


                    

                        	cub / cup


                        	thumb / some


                        	cat / cut


                    


                    

                        	lice / rice


                        	math / mass


                        	chit / cheat


                    


                    

                        	chip / ship


                        	din / ding


                        	set / sat


                    


                    

                        	match / mash


                        	jam / yam


                        	 


                    


                    

                        	tear / dare


                        	west / vest


                        	 


                    


                

            


            
PRACTICE 2



            Listen to the sentence and identify the word you hear.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            p/b


            1beach / peach


            2back / pack


            3stable / staple


            4cab / cap


            l/r


            5lane / rain


            6alive / arrive


            7clown / crown


            8light / right


            ch/sh


            9choose / shoes


            10cheat / sheet


            11ditch / dish


            12much / mush


            t/d


            13tore / door


            14tied / dyed


            15bride / bright


            16neat / need


            th/s


            17think / sink


            18thick / sick


            19path / pass


            20myth / miss


            n/ng


            21sin / sing


            22sun / sung


            23gone / gong


            24thin / thing


            w/v


            25worse / verse


            26wine / vine


            27wiper / viper


            28weird / veered


            Vowels


            29let / late


            30set / sat


            31run / ran


            32coat / caught


            33seat / sit


            

                Skill 5—Listening for

                            Time


                Listening for time is a very important skill. You must know

                    when something happened. You must listen for a date, a day, a month, a year, or

                    a time.


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	The train was almost

                                    twenty minutes late. It didn’t arrive until half past

                                    5:00.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	
Choose the correct

                                        letter, A, B, or C. A


                                A5:00


                                B5:20


                                C5:30


                            

                        


                    

                


                

                    

                        

                            	Useful Words

                                        and Phrases for Time


                        


                    

                    

                        

                            	
10:00 A.M.


                                noon


                                5:00 P.M.


                                midnight



                            	
in January


                                in February


                                May 3


                                November 14



                            	
1912


                                1925


                                2005


                                2007



                        


                        

                            	
at 4:00


                                before 6:30


                                after 7:00


                                half past two


                                quarter past three


                                quarter to four



                            	
March 5 of this year


                                April 12 of next year


                                last December 10



                            	
in the spring


                                in the summer


                                in the autumn1


                                in the winter



                        


                        

                            	
Sunday


                                Monday


                                Tuesday



                            	
on June 10th


                                on the 5th of July


                                on August 3rd



                            	
yesterday


                                tomorrow


                                day after tomorrow



                        


                        

                            	
this week


                                this month


                                next week


                                next month


                                next year



                            	
on weekday mornings


                                any afternoon from 1:00


                                during the week


                                every other weekend



                            	
two years ago


                                a year from now



                        


                    

                


            


            1AMERICAN: fall and autumn


            [image: images]


            Time—Questions 1–6


            Listen for the correct time.


            Questions 1 and 2


            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or

                    C. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1What time does the class usually begin?


            A2:00


            B2:30


            C4:00


            2What time will the final exam begin?


            A1:45


            B3:15


            C4:05


            Questions 3 and 4


            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or

                    C. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            3What time will the next train leave for Chicago?


            A3:00


            B5:00


            C5:15


            4What time will it arrive in Chicago?


            A6:00


            B7:30


            C11:30


            
Questions 5 and 6



            Complete the schedule with the correct times. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            Cindy’s Schedule


            

                

                    

                        	Monday


                    


                    

                        	9:00


                        	Spanish class


                    


                    

                        	11:30


                        	haircut


                    


                    

                        	5

                                ..................


                        	lunch with Jeannine


                    


                    

                        	1:30


                        	job interview


                    


                    

                        	6

                                ..................


                        	exercise class


                    


                

            


            Date—Questions 1–6


            Most of the world writes the date as day/month/year (dd/mm/yy).

                Americans write month/day/year (mm/dd/yy).


            

                

                    

                        	American:


                        	May 15, 2014


                        	April 23, 2013


                    


                    

                        	International:


                        	15 May 2014


                        	23 April 2013


                    


                

            


            Both forms are included in these exercises.


            Listen for the correct date.


            [image: images]


            Questions 1 and 2


            Complete these notes with the correct date and month. Record

                    your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                Notes


                City Museum of Art


                Opened: August

                    1 .............

                        1898


                Opening celebration:

                    2 .............

                        1, 1898


            


            Questions 3 and 4


            Complete the form with the correct month and date. Record

                    your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                Insurance Application


                

                    

                        	Applicant name: Priscilla

                                        Katz


                        	Date of birth: 3

                                22


                    


                    

                        	Spouse: George

                                    Katz


                        	Date of birth: July

                                4

                                ...............


                    


                


            


            
Questions 5 and 6



            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or C.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper. 


            5Which is the most popular time to visit Silver Lake?


            AAugust


            BSeptember


            COctober


            6What day will the man leave for Silver Lake?


            A7 November


            B11 November


            C17 November


            [image: images]


            Day—Questions 1–6


            Listen for the correct day.


            Questions 1 and 2


            Complete the schedule with the correct days. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            

                Class Schedule for Jim

                        McDonald


                English:1

                    and Wednesday


                History:2 ......................


            


            Questions 3 and 4


            Complete each sentence with the correct day. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            There are tennis lessons at the club every 3

                ................................. and Saturday.


            The steam room is closed every 4

                ............................................


            Questions 5 and 6


            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or C.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            5When is the final exam?


            AThursday


            BFriday


            CSaturday


            6When is the essay due?


            AMonday


            BTuesday


            CWednesday


            [image: images]


            Year—Questions 1–6


            Listen for the correct year.


            Questions 1 and 2


            Complete the timeline with the correct year. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            Life of John James Audubon


            [image: images]


            Questions 3 and 4


            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or C.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            3When was Maria Mahoney born?


            A1808


            B1908


            C1928


            4When did she become governor?


            A1867


            B1957


            C1967


            Questions 5 and 6


            Complete the sentences with the correct years. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            5Library construction was begun in ......................


            6The construction was finished in ......................


            [image: images]


            Season—Questions 1–6


            Listen for the correct season.


            Questions 1 and 2


            Complete the table with the correct seasons. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            

                

                    

                        	Season


                        	Weather


                    


                    

                        	1

                                ......................


                        	cool, rainy


                    


                    

                        	2

                                ......................


                        	hot, dry


                    


                

            


            
Questions 3 and 4



            Choose the correct letter, A, B, or C.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            3When did Josh begin his hiking trip?


            Alate winter


            Bearly spring


            Clate spring


            4When did he finish his trip?


            Alate summer


            Blate autumn1


            Cearly winter


            1AMERICAN: fall or autumn


            Questions 5 and 6


            Complete the sentences with the correct seasons. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            5The busiest time of year at the language school is

                ......................


            6The least busy time of year at the language school is

                ......................


            

                Skill

                            6—Listening for Frequency


                There are certain adverbs that tell you when something might

                    happen. The following two groups of adverbs will help you determine the

                    time.


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	Sam works out at the gym several days a

                                    week.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	
Choose the correct letter, A, B,

                                        or C. B


                                Sam goes to the gym


                                Aevery

                                    day.


                                Boften.


                                Coccasionally.



                        


                    

                


                

                    

                        

                            	Useful Adverbs of

                                    Frequency


                            	Useful Adverbial Time Words

                                    or Phrases


                        


                        

                            	
always


                                usually


                                often


                                sometimes


                                occasionally


                                seldom


                                hardly ever


                                rarely


                                never



                            	
every day, daily


                                twice a week


                                every other week


                                once a month


                                every year, yearly


                                from time to time


                                on occasion


                                once in a while


                                now and then



                        


                    

                


            


            [image: images]


            Questions 1–6


            Listen to the conversations. Put a check1

                (✓) by the frequency of the action. Record your answers on a piece of

                    paper.


            [image: Images]


            1BRITISH: tick


            [image: images]


            Questions 7–12


            Listen to the conversations. Put a check (✓) by the

                    frequency of the action. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            [image: Images]


            

                Skill 7—Listening for

                            Similar Meanings


                The words that you hear are not always the words that you see

                    in your test booklet. You will have to listen for similar meanings. You could

                    hear a synonym or you could hear a paraphrase.


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	The survey participants who wrote answers to

                                    the questions are all college graduates.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	Write the

                                    answer.


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	Who are the respondents? college graduates


                        


                    

                


                [image: Images]


            


            [image: images]


            Questions 1–6


            Look at the underlined words or phrases in the questions

                    below. Listen to the audio. Write the synonym or paraphrase that you hear.

                    Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            

                

                    

                        	1How many people are in the group?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	2How often does she correct the work?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	3How fast is

                                the population increasing?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	4What happened to the plants in the region?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	5When will the apartment be ready?


                        	...................


                    


                    

                        	6What kind of work does the woman do?


                        	...................


                    


                

            


            

                Skill

                            8—Listening for Emotions


                Can you tell if someone is excited to do something or is not

                    looking forward to something? While listening, try to determine a

                    speaker’s emotion. How is that emotion expressed?


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	Jane:


                            	I can’t wait to

                                    debate the team from Oxford.


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	Mark:


                            	I’m more

                                    apprehensive than excited. In fact, I’m not looking

                                    forward to it at all.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	Choose the correct letter,

                                            A, B, or C. A


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	What is Mark’s attitude

                                    toward the debate?


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	A


                            	He’s

                                nervous.


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	B


                            	He’s looking forward

                                    to it.


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	C


                            	He’s more excited

                                    than Jane.


                        


                    

                


                

                    

                        

                            	Useful Words for

                                    Expressing Emotion


                        


                    

                    

                        

                            	
afraid


                                angry


                                annoyed


                                ashamed


                                bored


                                confused


                                disappointed


                                disgusted



                            	
ecstatic


                                embarrassed


                                exhausted


                                frustrated


                                happy


                                jealous


                                mad


                                miserable



                            	
nervous


                                pleased


                                proud


                                sad


                                shocked


                                surprised


                                unhappy


                                upset



                        


                    

                


            


            [image: images]


            PRACTICE 1


            Questions 1–6


            Listen to the conversations and answer the questions about

                    emotions. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            1How did local residents feel about the millionaire’s

                donation?


            Aangry


            Bsurprised


            Cexcited


            2How does the man feel about his science experiment?


            Afrustrated


            Bglad


            Ceager


            3How do students feel about the equipment?


            Apleased


            Bchallenged


            Cjealous


            4What is the man’s attitude toward the contest?


            AHe’s upset.


            BHe’s disappointed.


            CHe’s indifferent.


            5How did people at the school feel about the mayor’s

                visit?


            AThey were surprised.


            BThey were bored.


            CThey were annoyed.


            6How does the woman feel about her research project?


            Anervous


            Bbad


            Chappy


            PRACTICE 2


            Listen again. Write the word or phrase that helped you

                    answer the question. Record your answers on a piece of paper.




            

                Skill 9—Listening for

                            an Explanation


                On the IELTS, a speaker may explain how something is done or

                    made. You will have to listen and remember the steps of the process.


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	How does a toaster brown

                                    your toast every morning? Like all household appliances that

                                    heat up, a toaster works by converting electrical energy into

                                    heat energy. The electrical current runs from the electrical

                                    outlet in your kitchen wall, through the toaster plug, to the

                                    toaster cord. It travels down the cord to the appliance itself.

                                    Inside the toaster are wire loops. The wires are made of a

                                    special type of metal. Electricity passes slowly through this

                                    metal, creating friction. This friction causes the wires to heat

                                    up and glow orange. When the wires have sufficiently heated,

                                    your toast pops ready to eat.


                        


                        

                            	You will see:


                            	Match the letter in

                                        the diagram with one of these labels.


                        


                        

                            	 


                            	
1A

                                    Electrical socket1


                                2.............. Metal loops of wires


                                3.............. Cord


                                4.............. Appliance


                                5.............. Your toast is ready to

                                    eat!


                                6.............. Plug



                        


                    

                


                [image: Images]


                

                    

                        

                            	You will see:


                            	
Complete these

                                        sentences describing the process to make toast.


                                Write NO MORE THAN THREE

                                                WORDS for each answer.



                        


                        

                            	 


                            	
7Electricity runs from

                                    .......................


                                8Electricity runs down

                                    ......................


                                9Electricity runs to

                                    ......................


                                10Electricity is slowed by

                                    ......................


                                11When resistance to metal is high, metal

                                    will get ......................


                                12The wires turn

                                    ......................


                                13The bread ......................


                                14You eat the

                                ......................



                        


                    

                


                1AMERICAN: outlet, also socket


            


            [image: images]


            Questions 1–12


            Label the diagram below based on what you hear. Record your

                    answers on a piece of paper.


            [image: Images]


            1......................


            [image: Images]


            2......................


            [image: Images]


            3......................


            [image: Images]


            4......................


            [image: Images]


            5......................


            [image: Images]


            6......................


            Complete the sentences.


            Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for

                    each answer. Record your answers on a piece of paper.


            7When the fruit is ripe, it ......................


            8Then the seeds .......................


            9The cocoa1 beans are fermented in vats

                for ......................


            10Then the beans ...................... in

                the sun.


            11The cocoa beans ...................... the

                factory.


            12At the factory, the cocoa beans are turned

                into .......................




            1Cacao refers to the tree. Cocoa is the drink. Cocoa is often used for

                both the tree and the beverage.




            

                Skill

                            10—Listening for Classifications


                You will have to group similar objects or ideas on the IELTS

                    Listening section. You will have to determine how to classify objects or

                    ideas.


                

                    

                        

                            	Useful Classification Words and

                                    Phrases


                        


                    

                    

                        

                            	
can be

                                    divided into


                                can be categorized2 as


                                can fit into this category



                            	
types


                                kinds


                                ways



                        


                    

                


                

                    

                        

                            	You will hear:


                            	The school

                                    offers two types of courses. One during the day is designed for

                                    students who are pursuing their academic degree full time. The

                                    night courses are designed for students who work during the day

                                    and are taking specific courses for an advanced business

                                    certificate.
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