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Introduction

The greatest invention in human history is language. We didn’t “invent” fire. Fire was already there, and we just figured out ways to control it. Sure, we came up with the wheel and tools and all of that stuff, and they’ve served us well, but eventually we had to come up with a way to pass on the methods for making wheels and tools, and for less tangible things, like warnings of danger. That’s where language came in.

And, more than any other invention in our history, language has been the thing that makes us human. Being able to convey ideas and concepts to one another via simple, powerful sounds is how our culture survived, how our knowledge survived, and how we survived. Our strength is in our societies, and our societies grew strong because of words.

From language came writing, and from writing came the printing press, and from the printing press, we now have the Internet. Each iteration improves and reinforces our vast cultural knowledge, which, in turn, strengthens us as a society and, indeed, as a species. Homo sapiens have one thing no other animal before us has had: a network of information, millennia deep, that we keep encoded in our brains and express through voices and books. Every time you open your mouth, you are connected to your ancestors by a bond no other creature has.

As extraordinary as language is, though, we take it for granted. We tell our friends and family and coworkers the things they might want or need to know, ask questions about things we don’t know, and create things that we’d like other people’strangers, even’to know. But how often do we truly celebrate language? How often do we say, “Gosh, I’m glad I’m able to express myself clearly and easily through an established vocabulary and the standard rules of grammar”

That’s what this book is about. We’re looking at some of the biggest, the smallest, the longest, the shortest, and the weirdest things about our language. (Mostly English, since that’s what you’re reading right now.) We’re parading around the great and strange things that we’ve done with nothing more than our minds and our words, because they deserve to be celebrated. If we can’t spend all of our time marveling at the concept of language itself, the least we can do is commemorate the record-breaking uses of it.

All right, that’s enough abject seriousness from all of us, your humble compilers of this tome you now hold. From here on, we promise to spice things up with the occasional, well-timed joke and what-have-you. Enjoy these mind-blowing words, phrases, books, albums, stories, puzzles, games, and whatever else we manage to find and toss in here. We promise only the best.


Twelve of the Most Popular Passwords (and Why They’re Awful)

Computer security sucks; there’s no doubt about that. That’s why businesses tend to pay people to take care of it for them. Unfortunately for us regular people, that’s not really an option. You can try bugging your family member who “knows about these things,” but that only works a couple of times before they finally build an effigy of you and start sticking its head in their processor fan.

So it’s up to you to figure it out for yourself, and that’s where things fall apart. The average person knows somewhere between jack and crap about computer security, and that’s how we’ve ended up with a world full of people running out-of-date antivirus software (or none at all) and choosing awful passwords like the ones below.

(For the record, computer security experts say that the strongest passwords are actually phrases made up of random common words separated by spaces, like “toaster mustache accent pistol,” for example. They also happen to be much easier to remember than “Ge-&930!xq,” or whatever, which is totally not our office mainframe password. We hope.)

These passwords aren’t necessarily the most common passwords ever (since that tends to vary based on factors like the year, the age of the user, geographic location, etc.), but they are the ones that show up over and over in the databases of sites that get hacked. Whatever you do, don’t set your password as …


12. “Princess” or “Dragon”

Apparently there are a lot of medieval fantasy fans roaming the Internet. Who knew? There’s nothing wrong with getting down with some Lord of the Rings or Game of Thrones, but at least try to pick something that isn’t one of the two defining characteristics of the genre. Hell, even Shrek is about a guy (ogre) saving a princess (ogre) from a dragon (with a donkey fetish).

Ask any five-year-old to describe a standard fantasy story and count how long it takes for them to get to either “princess” or “dragon.” If you’re a fantasy fan and a hacker knows it, that’s how long it’ll take them to figure your password out. Therefore, by our logic, a five-year-old could hack your password.


11. “Sex”

Everyone does it. (Well, maybe not everyone, but a lot of people, anyway.) Also, everyone’s here because of it, which is gross to think about, so just ignore that part.

Point is, it’s on everybody’s mind pretty often. It’s not like ALF or Wham! or something. It’s unlikely that you’ll ever hear, “Hey, remember sex? Whatever happened to that?”

But maybe you just think that highly of sex. Maybe it’s your favorite full-contact sport. But guess what? It’s everybody’s favorite full-contact sport. It’s a rare bird indeed who says, “Sex? Nah. Tried it, didn’t like it.”

If you really think this is a unique, original password, we’re wondering if your village elders know you’ve snuck a computer into the community, Jebediah.


10. “Baseball” or “Football”

Hey, so you’re a sports fan? That’s great! All those teams and numbers and stuff should give you some great material for a password. And yet many people apparently don’t bother in the slightest, and just go with the actual name of the sport they enjoy. That’s like loving ice cream and also choosing “ice cream” as your favorite flavor.

Seriously, pick your favorite team or player and one of their records or some stats or something, then mash them together, and there’s a password that’s at least marginally better than just “baseball” or “football.”


9. “LetMeIn”

We don’t know what’s more disappointing: How terrible this password is, or the fact that they didn’t say “please.” Talk about rude. Machines have feelings, too, according to Robocop, Terminator 2, and Battlestar Galactica.

But still, who comes up with something like this, besides Ali Baba? At least he and the forty thieves had a kind of clever password. (Open Sesame, open says-a-me. Get it? It took us way too long to figure out.) “LetMeIn” is just lazy and kind of jerkish. It’d be nice if computers locked these people out of their accounts solely out of spite.


8. “Monkey”

We get it, monkeys are cute and everything, but password-worthy? In a world of things like kittens and puppies and whatever baby sloths are called? We’ll give you a minute to go search for baby sloth pictures on the Internet …

Back yet? They’re adorable, right?

Anyway, you’d think people cared a lot more about other kinds of animals than monkeys, but apparently not. They’re by far the most popular animal-related password.

Maybe it’s because monkeys are inherently hilarious and people could use the laugh? Possibly. Taking it further, maybe there are some poor, desperate office drones for whom thinking of monkeys as often as they can is the only thing that gets them through the day without plunging out of the nearest window.


7. Swear Words

Take any dirty four-letter word you can imagine (and probably some you don’t want to) and you’ll see it over and over in password databases. Presumably, it’s because curse words are fun, easy to remember, and a lot of humans secretly have the mindset of a fifteen-year-old.

The only problem is that those words are in everyone’s mental dictionary. Yes, your doting old grandma knows the f-word, even if you never, ever hear her say it, the Dalai Lama and the Pope both know about the c-word, and even beloved TV dad Alan Thicke is (presumably) aware that the n-word is a thing.

So not only are you using words that are familiar to 99 percent of the population, but you’re also choosing the first words that are going to pop up into someone’s head as soon as they get pissed off that they can’t figure out your password.


6. “God”

Despite what crazy, screaming people on TV would have you believe, the majority of people are still at least somewhat religious, even if they’re a little lazier about making it to Sunday services (or Saturday temple) than they were when that was the only thing to do in town.

Maybe they’re not open about their religion, but a lot of folks apparently trust the Big Guy enough to protect their online accounts. Sadly, it appears that He has other stuff on His mind besides keeping your credit card numbers safe. Maybe that’s His way of telling you to put a little more forethought into your passwords.


5. “Ninja”

Maybe God’s not your cup of tea, and you put your faith in a different kind of power’that of the mighty ninja, who will protect your account with katana and shuriken and badassery. While it’s not a bad notion per se, it’s obviously not going to help, as ninjas don’t really care what your password is.

While the type of person who uses this as a password may think of himself as a badass ninja-type, so do a lot of hackers. And, as it happens, stealthily sneaking into things for the purposes of reconnaissance or causing havoc (all while keeping their identities a closely guarded secret) describes hackers a whole lot better than it does ninjas these days.


4. “Sunshine”

Well, hey, at least this one’s nice and positive. And why not, considering most people use their computers indoors, probably in a cubicle where the nearest window is a football field away. People only use their laptops outdoors in commercials for erectile dysfunction, it seems, so it’s probably nice to think about sunshine when you’re stuck inside.

But so is everyone else around you, judging from how often this gets used. Turns out, humans are pretty partial to the sun. Like, we revolve around it, or something? Who knows, it could just be a terrible rumor, but it might be better to play it safe and get a better password.


3. “ILoveYou”

Aww, isn’t this sweet? We’re sure your computer appreciates it and everything, but keep in mind that it is a cold, precise machine, and thus could never love a flawed human like you. Also, it’s still mad at you for that time you tried to install the wrong printer drivers even after it warned you not to.

But seriously, this is such a common sentiment that it’s one of the first things you learn in a foreign language, right around the time they teach you phrases like, “Where is your room of toilets? I have a heavy burden I must lay to rest.” It’s one of the first phrases kids pick up, if only because they already have a bathroom that follows them everywhere they go for the first couple of years of their lives.

It’s found in basically every movie at some point, probably even Rambo. Actually, maybe not. But still, we have an entire holiday to celebrate love and expressions thereof. That’s right, Columbus Day (Observed). He knew a lot about love and how to get it across the ocean and … oh, we’ve confused love and large, seafaring vessels again. Sorry about that.


2. Strings of Consecutive Numbers or Letters

Finally, we’ve arrived into the realm of pure laziness. From this point on, we’ve left behind those who mistakenly choose bad passwords, and now arrive at the realm of people who just don’t give a crap.

These are passwords such as “qwerty,” “12345,” “abc123,” “abcdef,” “696969,” and numerous others like them. For the love of Steve Jobs, if you use a password like this for anything important, you probably have no business around computers whatsoever unless you’re in a comedy and your password is the punch line to a joke.


1. “Password”

Okay, we take that back. This is the password that’s the punch line to a joke. It’s like an Abbott and Costello routine.

“What’s your password?”

“Password.”

“Right, the code you use to unlock your computer.”

“Password.”

“Yeah, what is it?”

“Password!”

Unless you have some sort of disability where you can only remember the last thing you read, there’s no valid reason to use this as your password.

But come on, this is the equivalent of leaving your password blank. You don’t give a crap about security and you’re not even pretending to. Do you leave your keys in the car and your house unlocked, too? If you do, well, uh, thanks for being consistent at least.




The Five Most Common PINs

With a four-digit bank PIN, there are only 10,000 possible numerical combinations to choose from. It sounds like a lot, but a computer trying each number iteratively would finish in just a few minutes. Most banks will kill your card after a few incorrect entries, but a smart thief will probably get three to five chances before that happens.

Obviously, the safest thing to do is make sure your card doesn’t get lost or stolen. Barring that, though, just make sure you don’t pick one of the numbers below. Computer security expert and data analyst Nick Berry of DataGenetics.com got his hands on millions of previously leaked PINs, and these were the ones he saw the most.

5. 7777: It might be awesome in Vegas, but it makes up just under 1 percent of all the PINs surveyed (meaning one out of every 100 if you missed percentages in school.)

4. 1212: Not being able to count past two is never a virtue. This PIN was found to be approximately 1.2 percent of the total.

3. 0000: Okay, did you fall asleep on the PIN pad? Because they’ll let you pick another. It’s okay. Also, talk to your doctor. 0000 covered nearly 1.9 percent of all PINs.

2. 1111: You probably think you’re smarter than those dopes who pick 0000 (or any number repeated four times), but sadly, you are not. You share the same PIN with a whopping 6 percent of the population.

1. 1234: You might as well keep your money in a sock buried in a local park, for all the good this PIN is doing you. At least you’re in good company, because nearly 11 percent of people have just stopped giving a damn right along with you.






The Fifteen Longest Words in the Dictionary

What’s more annoying than the guy at an office party who likes to throw out huge words like he’s getting paid by the syllable? Nothing, that’s what. But you know what you can do to ruin that guy’s night? Make him look stupid. Throw out some of these gigantic, beastly words, and watch your hipster coworker shrivel like his organic compost pile on a hot day.

But before you go and do that, there’s one important step: You have to know what they mean. If your nemesis senses that you don’t actually know the meanings of the words, this plan will backfire. Nothing makes a jerk like that more smug than the ability to distract you with other, unrelated intellectual boasts. Luckily, you’ve got this book on your side. And, because anyone can make up a BS word (and chances are that your rival would call you on that in a second), all of these words are in actual, scholarly dictionaries.

Important note: This is fighting fire with fire. You are not cool for knowing these words. You’re just making yourself into a bigger jerk to highlight someone else’s jerkishness. You might get some gratitude for shutting them up, but you almost definitely won’t have anyone going home with you for the night.


15. Immuno­electro­phoret­ically -adv. (im-yoo-no-ee-leck-tro-for-et-ick-ly), 25 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: If you thought this list was going to be made of anything other than long, impenetrable medical terms, well, you should have known better. Be prepared to not know what any of this crap is.

Immunoelectrophoretically, the adverb form of immunoelectrophoresis, is the process of characterizing and separating proteins using electrophoresis (itself a process of moving particles around in a fluid by way of electricity) and antibodies (the things in your body that fight off germs and such; hence the “immuno-” bit).

Or, to put it more simply, it’s kind of like looking for (and eventually retrieving) a needle in a haystack, except you have a giant magnet and an army of ferrets helping you.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “So, my buddies and I were in the lab and we had a bet going on that we could take Sam’s blood and immunoelectrophoretically separate out the alcohol to find out how wasted he was. (He was completely wasted.)”


14. Psycho­physico­thera­peutics -n. (sy-ko-fiz-ick-ko-thair-a-pyoo-ticks), 25 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: A branch of medicine that treats both the mind and the body. Although Eastern medicine hit on the idea that the mind and body could have an effect on each other back around the tenth century, the West only took another 900 years to come around. Psychophysicotherapeutics was an early term for what we now refer to as psychosomatic medicine. It’s most famous for briefly appearing in James Joyce’s Ulysses, which is a book that’s filled with insane words that no one had heard of before that crazy Irishman dug them out of some linguistic subbasement. (That’s not even considering Finnegans Wake, where he stopped even trying to make sense.) Even Shakespeare could look at Joyce’s books and say, “What the hell is your problem, man?”

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “My great-great-great-grandfather was a pioneer in psychophysicotherapeutics, at least until he tried to test his theories on a bear and found that not having a throat or face really doesn’t do favors for your medical career.”




How Many Words Are in the English Language, Anyway?

Rare, enormous words are great, but naturally they’re not in anyone’s everyday vocabulary. Even in the best cases, they’re highly technical and not terribly conversational, as our sample sentences have probably proven. Obviously, they’re outliers. The lint in English’s bellybutton, as it were.

There are, of course, the everyday words, too (several of which we’ll go over later in the book), but there’s a whole lot of stuff in between. Just how many words are there in the English language?

According to Oxford English Dictionaries (our dictionary crush), the answer is a surprisingly low 750,000 words (approximately). Words, unlike stars, are apparently not infinite. For something as important to our everyday lives as language, you’d expect it to encompass some much larger number of individual components, but no, not really.

Everything from Beowulf to Animal House has been written with a toolbox of less than a million pieces. To make things even more mind-blowing, the average human only knows about 15,000 words. That may sound like a lot, but if you were to list them all, it’d still be shorter than this book.

Of course, we’re allowed to reuse words as necessary (which is good, because we plan to talk about words a lot) and you wouldn’t in a list, so it’s not exactly the same, but it’s enough that we feel confident in taunting you in a sing-songy voice and making up gross-sounding insult variations on your name.






13. Thyro­para­thyroid­ecto­mized -adj. (thy-ro-pa-ra-thy-roid-ec-to-mized), 25 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: To have had both the thyroid and parathyroid glands removed. The thyroid, with which you’re probably already familiar, is a gland that secretes hormones that allow the body to create proteins, expend energy, and control sensitivity to other hormones. When it goes bad, it screws up all of those things. So, if you see an overweight person, you shouldn’t be rude to him or her, because he or she might just have thyroid problems (also because it’s awful to be rude to people in general, and it’s not cool to judge other people).

The parathyroid glands, on the other hand, are much smaller and are much more streamlined. Their entire job is to keep up with all the calcium in your body, like a sort of calcium accountant, and make sure it all goes to the right bones and such. Otherwise, it’d all end up on one side of your body and not the other, and you’d fall over a lot. Probably, anyway. We’re not doctors.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “Due to the gamma radiation I received while trying to make myself into The Hulk, my thyroid and parathyroid reached critical mass and could take out a city block if they blew, so I was thyroparathyroidectomized by a team of surgeons in full hazmat gear.”


12. Pneumo­encephalo­graph­ically -adv. (new-mo-en-sef-a-lo-graf-ick-lee), 26 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Having to do with an old-fashioned method of x-raying the brain by draining the cerebrospinal fluid and replacing it with oxygen or helium (so that your thoughts would be in a significantly higher pitch and make all the doctors laugh, probably).

It got discontinued later in the twentieth century for a simple reason: It caused unbelievable pain. Patients often experienced vomiting and extreme headaches (go figure). Also, they didn’t just put your brain juice straight back into your head. You had to wait for your body to reproduce it normally, which could take several months. Nowadays, the procedure has been replaced by the much less painful and far more lying-in-a-space-tube-boring MRI.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “We pneumoencephalographically examined her brain, but instead of replacing the cerebrospinal fluid with oxygen, Simmons’s jam sandwich somehow got stuck in there instead, and now we are wondering if the patient minds being called jam-for-brains.”


11. Radio­immuno­electro­phoresis -n. (ray-dee-oh-im-you-no-ee-leck-tro-for-ee-sis), 26 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Much like its aforementioned cousin, immunoelectrophoresis, radioimmunoelectrophoresis works along the same principals. It separates and categorizes proteins using electrophoresis, but instead of just using antibodies to aid in the process, it also tags the proteins using radioactive material.

To build on our previous metaphor, this is like looking for a needle in a haystack with a giant magnet and an army of ferrets, but the needle is now also glowing bright green.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “Even after immunoelectrophoretically examining Sam’s blood, we still could not determine his exact level of intoxication, so we tried radioimmunoelectrophoresis instead; but something went terribly wrong and Sam turned into a radioactive monster.”


10. Psycho­neuro­endocrin­ological -adj. (sy-ko-nyoor-oh-en-doc-rin-oh-lodge-ick-al), 27 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Having to do with the study of how hormones produced by the endocrine system affect the mind and behavior of an individual. Like how when you hit puberty you get all weird and moody for a couple of years’all those hormones turn you into a sullen brat.

Or, for the ladies, there are other examples, like PMS. When you hit that special time, your moods can get out of whack and provide all sorts of fodder for the terrible comedians that are your obnoxious coworkers and spouses. That’s hormones. (And coworkers and spouses that probably need a good slap, because that crap hasn’t been funny since the eighties.)

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “According to my psychoneuroendocrinological research, premenstrual syndrome is directly correlated to women watching romantic comedies on the couch, eating ice cream, crying for no reason, and’ow, why are you bludgeoning me with that stapler?”


9. Electro­encephalo­graph­ically -adv. (ee-leck-tro-en-sef-a-lo-graf-ick-a-lee), 27 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Having to do with, or by, electroencephalography. Finally, a word you may know! Have you ever had an EEG? If not, you’ve probably seen a movie or TV show where they hook someone up to a computer and put electrodes all over their scalp.

Either way, that’s electroencephalography, abbreviated to EEG. Electro, meaning electrical; encephalo, meaning head (like how someone who has “water on the brain” is hydrocephalic); and graph, meaning, you know, a graph. Thus, it is a graph of what’s going on inside your melon, according to the electrodes stuck to it.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “I used to have these periods of missing time, so I went to the neurologist, got examined electroencephalographically, and they determined that I was actually posing as another person in my sleep.”


8. Honorific­abili­tudinit­atibus -n. (on-or-if-ick-ab-ill-it-ood-in-it-tat-ib-oos), 27 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: To be able to achieve great honors. Technically, this isn’t an English word at all. It’s Latin, and the only reason it’s in our dictionary is because of a man you may be familiar with named William Shakespeare. He loved dusting off old words and bringing them back as zombies.

Still, anything Shakespeare used automatically counts as an English word. If someone had written down what he sounded like when he was belching, you can bet that would be in the Oxford English Dictionary as well.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “Abraham Lincoln, Winston Churchill, Martin Luther King Jr., and Tom Hanks were all great, inspiring men capable of the highest honorificabilitudinitatibus, but only one of them won multiple Academy Awards and costarred with a volleyball.”


7. Hepa­tico­cholan­giogastr­ostomy -n. (hep-at-tick-oh-co-lan-ge-oh-gas-tros-toe-me), 28 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: An alternate/antiquated spelling of hepatocholangiogastrostomy (note the two-letter difference, as the latter is missing the “-ic-” in the “hepatico[ … ]” bit). They both mean the same thing, however, which is to ensure the proper function of the hepatic duct by, for example, clearing any possible blockages. So that you don’t have to go scrambling for an encyclopedia, we’ll go ahead and just tell you that the hepatic duct’s job is to drain bile from the liver into the rest of the digestive tract. All together now: Ewww!

Naturally, if the hepatic ducts are not working or blocked, you’ve got a pretty big problem. No bile is flowing into your intestines, which will severely restrict (or even prohibit) digestion, as well as backing bile up into your liver. So it’s an extremely important and sensitive procedure. (But also very gross.)

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “My stomach was hurting very badly and I seemed to be having internal bleeding, so my doctor advised an emergency hepaticocholangiogastrostomy, but he didn’t have the necessary tools to perform the procedure, so he instead used a cleverly inserted twisty straw and a bicycle pump.”


6. Spectro­photo­fluoro­metrically -adv. (speck-tro-foe-to-floor-oh-met-rick-lee), 28 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Having to do with the examination of the intensity of light in the entire spectrum of color given off by a fluorescent light. Okay, that probably didn’t help. Let’s try this: Using a device known as a spectrophotofluorometer (don’t even worry about the name, just bear with us), each band of color in the spectrum (the colors of the rainbow) can be examined for its specific intensity. So if the red part of the spectrum is more intense, the light might give off a reddish tint, and the spectrophotofluorometer can tell you exactly how much more intense it is.

It sounds pretty useless outside of manufacturing light bulbs or bizarro quantum mechanics, but it’s actually useful in medicine as well. Doctors have found, via some sort of wizardry that’s not really necessary to explain for the purposes of this particular book, that it’s very handy for accurately measuring the makeup of extremely small blood and tissue samples.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “We measured the light spectrophotofluorometrically and discovered that the problem was that there was actually a colony of microscopic humanoids that had somehow begun living there, and that they were very mad at us for bothering them, as evidenced by the fact that they were all simultaneously giving us the finger.”


5. Anti­dis­establish­mentarian­ism -n. (ant-eye-dis-es-tab-lish-mint-air-ee-in-is-um), 28 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: You may have heard this one before as a popular example of the “longest word in English” (don’t worry, we’ve still got a few more to go for that). It is also, thankfully, one of the very few non-scientific and non-medical words on this list.

This word refers to the process of disestablishment, which is what it’s called when a country decides to no longer have an official religion, thus making it a secular state. Someone who is opposed to disestablishment would be antidisestablishment. You following us?

Although the word formed in response to a campaign to disestablish the Church of England back in the nineteenth century (which ended up not happening anyway), it’s still valid today, as some critics of English politics are once again calling for disestablishment, while others (antidisestablismentarians, of course) are opposed to such a measure. Furthermore, evangelical religious groups in America have begun calling for “establishment”’that is, the creation of a state-sanctioned church in the United States, thus making themselves establishmentarians. There, don’t you feel all politically informed?

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “My cousin became involved in antidisestablishmentarianism, but decided he didn’t like it that much when he found out that the plan was to later replace the state-sanctioned church with a cult that worships Ronald McDonald, as he had once been thrown out of a McDonald’s and was specifically told to ‘Please leave our establishment.’”


4. Flocci­nauci­nihili­pilific­ation -n. (flock-see-naw-see-nih-hill-ee-pill-ee-fick-a-shun), 29 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: To describe something as worthless. Seriously. Much like our friend honorificabilitudinitatibus above, this is also a Latin loanword (of sorts), but we didn’t get it from Shakespeare.

According to the most likely modern accounts, the word was probably coined as a joke by students at Eton College in the mid-1700s. The words floccus (a small piece of wool), naucum (a trifle), nihili (nothing), and pili (a single strand of hair) all appear in that exact order in the school’s Latin textbooks from around that time.

So, you’ve got a bunch of words that can mean “worthless,” some wiseass put them all together into one mega-word, and it somehow caught on and ended up making it into the dictionary.

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “While trying to sell my homemade time machine, the salesman complained that it was worthless because of the deterministic nature of the cosmos, so I accused him of engaging in floccinaucinihilipilification for the sake of haggling me down to a lesser price, and he confessed that he had actually already purchased it tomorrow and was just using it today to get a better price yesterday.”


3. Pseudo­pseudo­hypo­para­thyroid­ism -n. (sue-doe-sue-doe-hi-po-pair-ah-thigh-roid-is-um), 30 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: To understand pseudopseudohypoparathyroidism, we must first understand its brother, pseudohypoparathyroidism (note that there’s only one “pseudo” this time around), and to understand that, we need to first meet their dad, hypoparathyroidism.

As mentioned previously in the “thyroparathyroidectomized” entry, the parathyroid’s whole deal is to direct your body’s usage of calcium. Hypoparathyroidism is when the parathyroid doesn’t produce enough hormone to do its job, and so the body loses calcium, thus making the bones very brittle (among other things).

Pseudo-hypoparathyroidism has a similar symptom (the body losing calcium), but the reason why is different. In this case, it’s not the parathyroid’s fault. The body is just resistant to the hormone the parathyroid produces, kind of like how becoming resistant to insulin is what gives you diabetes. To make things scarier, however, pseudohypoparathyroidism can occasionally result in skeletal defects.

Pseudo-pseudo-hypoparathyroidism throws yet another twist into the mix, like a horror movie that should have ended ten minutes ago. The sufferer has the skeletal defects that can result from pseudohypoparathyroidism, but their calcium level is normal, their parathyroid is working just fine, and they’re not resistant to the hormone it produces. In this case, it’s purely a genetic defect that just happens to resemble pseudohypoparathyroidism, hence the pseudo-pseudo. Confused yet? Excellent!

A SAMPLE SENTENCE: “I once had a coworker who was diagnosed with pseudopseudohypoparathyroidism, but it turned out that it wasn’t genetic at all and was the result of alien experimentation that occurred during an abduction in his youth, which meant that he was the first person in history diagnosed with pseudopseudopseudohypoparathyroidism, also known as We Don’t Know What the Hell’s Going On Anymore Disease.”


2. Hepati­cocho­langio­chole­cysten­terost­omy -n. (hep-at-ick-oh-co-lan-gee-oh-ko-lee-sis-ten-ter-oh-sto-mee), 37 letters

WHAT IT MEANS: Remember hepaticocholangiogastrostomy from earlier? Meet its bigger, scarier colleague. It, too, involves the hepatic duct, but in this particular case, a hepaticocholangiocholecystenterostomy is a surgical procedure in which the doctor creates an artificial bile duct between the liver and the rest of the digestive tract, usually because the originals are too damaged to keep working.
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