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Hip-Hop lingo


Lyrics are the words in a song.


An album is a bunch of songs made to go together on a CD.


Rap is a kind of music where rhymes are spoken over music in the background. A rapper is a person who rhymes over music, sometimes off the top of his head.


A recording studio is a place where musicians go to record their music and turn it into CDs.


A producer is the person in charge of putting together songs. A producer makes the big decisions about the music.


A feud is a fight between two people or groups that goes for a long time.


When someone is convicted of a crime, a judge or a jury decides he is guilty.










Chapter 1





Against the World


In 1994, there was no brighter hip-hop star than Tupac Shakur. He had good looks and talent. His lyrics about hard life on city streets gave people hope. He wasn’t even twenty-five years old. But already he was many people’s hero.


On November 30, 1994, Tupac went to New York City. He was there to help a friend make an album. The friend’s name was Little Shawn. He was a rapper, like Tupac. The two were set to meet at a recording studio on Times Square. Tupac was famous. Adding his name to Shawn’s album was sure to help it sell better.


Tupac had already created a unique image. He was a rebel. He was a fighter. He rapped about growing up poor and about violence on the streets. He rapped about getting back at people who had hurt him. His music was about his life. It told stories about all the things that had hurt him or made him angry.


Tupac arrived at the Times Square studio around midnight. His sister and a few friends were with him. When he got there, he noticed something. A strange man stood outside the building. The man followed the group as they went inside. In the lobby, Tupac saw two other strange men. And that’s when it happened.
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