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FOREWORD

  By Bill Self

  One thing I have learned as a coach at the University of Kansas, first as a graduate assistant in 1985-86 and currently in the twelve years as head coach, is that Kansas basketball isn’t a typical program. Instead, it’s a way of life.

  And when basketball is a way of life, the players become part of something much bigger than themselves. They learn that the game is not about “me” or “you,” it’s about “us.” They gain this awareness through sacrifice, discipline, and unselfishness. When the team gets “it,” they reap the rewards of success.

  This success extends beyond wins and losses. One of the great traits of a great program is how much the ex-players care about having played at Kansas and how much they care for the current team. In turn, the current players are made aware of who came before them, and they realize they are the caretakers of the program while they are here, and that the responsibility will go to someone else when they depart.

  When you read about the different games detailed in Game of My Life: Kansas, you’ll gain an insight into the selfless efforts expended by Kansas players over the past 30 years. You’ll see how much Kansas basketball, their teammates, coaches, and the fans mean to them. You’ll understand how much they rely on their teammates for their success, how no shot is taken without first a rebound or steal by a teammate, a pass from a teammate, and the right positioning on offense by their teammates.

  From arriving on campus to joining pick-up games at Robinson Gymnasium to participating in full-scale practices to playing games, the continuum repeats itself year after year. It’s a continuum that becomes a part of our lives as coaches, players, administrators, and fans. It’s important, and we all care deeply.

  So sit back with this book and enjoy the heroics and fun of select games from the past 30 years. Re-live some memories and learn new stories about young men overcoming hardship and demonstrating perseverance. And always remember that Game of My Life represents the games of our lives.

  Bill Self

  Men’s Head Basketball Coach, University of Kansas

  “Rock Chalk, Jayhawk!”


  
INTRODUCTION

  By Steve Buckner

  Upon starting this book, I was informed by Brent Zwerneman (author of the first book in this series on Texas A&M football) and my editor at Sports Publishing that I’d be surprised by the games selected by the former University of Kansas Jayhawk basketball players.

  They were right. The choices were surprising—at first. I mean, why wouldn’t former Jayhawks from the past 30 seasons all pick a Missouri game at Allen Fieldhouse? But only two players chose games involving the Tigers.

  Or what about a bunch of Oklahoma games, given the heated nature of that rivalry dating to the early 1980s? But only one game versus the Sooners was selected (and I bet you know which one that was).

  Or what about a complete slate of NCAA tournament games? Well, nine players did choose memorable games from March and April, yet three of those contests ended in defeat. Surprising, huh?

  As you read further into Game of My Life: Kansas, however, you’ll see why each player selected the game he did. More importantly, you’ll get to know the players better than before. They have had their share of doubts, just like the rest of us. They have wondered about their places in life. And, they have faced significant obstacles off and on the court, no matter how easy they have made the game of basketball appear in person and on television.

  Regardless of the situation, these players never lost heart and always kept trying. They listened to their coaches, trusted in their teammates, and did everything in their powers to make Jayhawk fans cheer even louder and feel even prouder about them.

  After interviewing these former players, I can assure you that Jayhawk fans have plenty to feel proud about. The players featured in this book are good people. They get it. To a person they treasure their time at the University of Kansas, and they love their teammates and coaches. And believe me, they hear us fans. The only thing matching the players’ love of the game is the passion of the fans who root them on, and that relationship is not a surprise.

  Enjoy the games!

  Steve Buckner

  Lawrence, Kansas
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  MARK TURGEON

  The Life of Young Mark Turgeon

  A common theme runs through Mark Turgeon’s life and basketball career.

  “I’m very fortunate,” Turgeon says.

  He says those words, or something similar, frequently. Not to the point to make you doubt his sincerity, but enough to convince you. Besides, his story speaks for itself, and it is indeed one of good fortune buttressed by hard work, intelligence, and pure determination.

  Mark’s father, Robert Turgeon, introduced basketball to Mark when he was three years old.

  “I fell in love with the game real early, as far back as I can remember,” Turgeon says. “I loved dribbling, passing, and shooting. I just loved it.”

  Robert Turgeon noted his son’s passion for the game and decided to act upon it. With Phil Reilly, the father of Turgeon’s friend Rob Reilly, the two men started the Capital City Youth Basketball League for their third-grade sons and other boys to play in. Some 30-plus years later, the league still exists.

  “I was always fortunate enough to be around good players and play ball,” Turgeon says. “I wasn’t the best player in the world, but I had enough knowledge of it to be successful.”

  Another attribute Turgeon brought to his game was a highly competitive drive to succeed.

  “I’ve always been determined,” he says. “I’ve always been little. A lot of people have told me, ‘You can’t do this; you can’t do that.’ I can remember that as far back as second and third grade with sports or different things. It’s always driven me.”

  Turgeon kept playing basketball and improving. His Hayden High School team won the Kansas state 4A championship his junior and senior years and went 47-3 in those two seasons. Turgeon averaged 11.5 points and 6.8 assists during his senior season.

  “I’ve been very fortunate my whole life—I’ve always been surrounded by great people,” Turgeon says. “I had a good coach in Ben Meseke and great teammates. We were really good.”

  But being good on the court didn’t translate to scholarship offers from top-notch colleges. Turgeon’s offers came from hometown Washburn (then an NAIA school) and a handful of Kansas junior colleges. However, changes were underway in Lawrence in the spring of 1983. The University of Kansas fired longtime coach Ted Owens and his staff. KU then hired Larry Brown from the New Jersey Nets. Most of Brown’s coaching success had occurred in the ABA and NBA, but he had led UCLA to the 1980 NCAA championship game during his two seasons in Westwood.

  Brown liked smart, determined guards, players who reminded Brown of himself.

  “Coach Brown being short—5-foot-10—really helped me,” Turgeon says with a knowing laugh.

  College Life

  Chris Piper knows the following story may cause him physical harm or worse, but he tells it anyway. As freshmen, Piper and Turgeon met with KU’s weight coordinator to learn about working out. Piper said he noticed the coordinator was talking to him rather than Turgeon, but thought nothing about it until the meeting wrapped up. As they were walking out, the coordinator told Piper, “Yeah, come over Monday to get started. And if you want, you can bring your little friend with you,” Piper recalls while laughing heartily. “Mark got so mad.”

  It wasn’t the last of the indignities Turgeon endured as a freshman. He still wore braces, adding to his youthful appearance. Given his looks and slight build, Turgeon was mistaken for a team manager, trainer, and even Coach Brown’s son during the 1983-84 season. But Turgeon had the last laugh. He was named a starter when conference play began, and became the team’s sparkplug and an Allen Fieldhouse favorite. The Jayhawks went 13-5 in games Turgeon started, and he set a team record for freshmen with 138 assists while averaging 4.3 points.

  
    Notes on Mark Turgeon

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          Years lettered:

        
        	
          1983-84 to 1986-87

        
      

      
        	
          Position:

        
        	
          Guard

        
      

      
        	
          Height:

        
        	
          5-foot-10

        
      

      
        	
          Playing weight:

        
        	
          150 pounds

        
      

      
        	
          Hometown:

        
        	
          Topeka, Kansas

        
      

      
        	
          Current residence:

        
        	
          Wichita, Kansas

        
      

      
        	
          Occupation:

        
        	
          Head Coach, men’s basketball, Wichita State University

        
      

      
        	
          Accomplishments:

        
        	
          Set team record for most assists by a freshman (138); named Academic All-Big Eight first team as a junior.

        
      

      
        	
          Nicknames:

        
        	
          “Turg” and “The Surgeon”

        
      

      
        	
          The Game:

        
        	
          Kansas vs. Duke in Dallas, Texas, March 29, 1986

        
      

    

  

  Turgeon averaged 15 minutes per game and 2.3 points as a sophomore, starting eight games (KU won seven of those contests). The team, bolstered by heralded freshman Danny Manning, improved from 22-10 to 26-8. Despite the setback in his own career that season, big things lay ahead for Turgeon and the 1985-86 Jayhawks. KU returned seniors Greg Dreiling, Ron Kellogg, and Calvin Thompson. Cedric Hunter and Turgeon (who averaged 2.4 points) were juniors. Manning showed constant improvement as a sophomore, and redshirt sophomore Piper was part of the team’s rotation off the bench. Kansas finished the regular season at 28-3 and won the Big Eight title with a 13-1 record. The No. 2 Jayhawks then won the Big Eight tournament at Kemper Arena in Kansas City, Missouri, defeating Oklahoma in the semifinals and Iowa State in the finals by two points each.

  As the No. 1 seed in the Midwest Regional, the ’Hawks easily defeated North Carolina A&T and Temple in Dayton, Ohio, before returning to Kemper Arena to face Michigan State in a Sweet 16 match-up. Kansas outlasted the Spartans 96-86 in an overtime game marred by a malfunctioning game clock toward the end of regulation. Two days later, the Jayhawks defeated coach Jim Valvano’s North Carolina State Wolfpack 75-67 with Manning and Dreiling keying a pair of second-half surges.

  For the first time in 12 years, Kansas was Final Four bound.

  The Setting

  The NCAA Tournament had changed drastically since Kansas had last appeared in the Final Four in 1974. The tournament field had expanded from 25 to 64 teams. The increase in teams meant more games, and more games meant more television exposure. The extra exposure brought new fans to college basketball. Households around the country tuned in, drawn to the drama that accompanied early-round upsets and last-second buzzer-beaters.

  The debut of ESPN (1979), CNN (1980), and USA Today (1982) had already made a significant impact on sports coverage. In most metropolitan areas, sports talk radio was limited to a couple of hours in the afternoon on AM news stations (many of which had been playing music just a few years earlier), but it was a start. Al McGuire had gone from the coach who directed Marquette over KU in the 1974 Final Four to a renowned television broadcaster who sometimes spoke in his own language. McGuire and ESPN’s Dick Vitale broadened the vocabulary of the sports world with terms like “March Madness,” “mid-majors,” and “brackets.”

  In short, the heavy attention transformed the tournament from “just” a high-level competition to an omnipresent “event.” The Kansas Jayhawks found themselves in the middle of “an event” soon after defeating N.C. State on Sunday, March 23, 1986.

  The fans followed the team’s every move. So did the national media, including the New York Times, which ran a story headlined, “A triumphant heritage rebounds with Jayhawks.” The story recounted the university’s basketball history and included a quote from Turgeon, who said, “I just wanted to be on the team. Even if I could only be that guy on the end of the bench. I just wanted to be him.”

  The team paid homage to the 1952 national champion Jayhawk team by shaving their heads, and would even wear red uniforms (as did the KU team 34 years earlier) versus Duke in the semifinals.

  “The event” continued. Large groups of fans saw the Jayhawks off to Dallas, where another crowd greeted the team upon its arrival.

  “I think we were the first team to get in, and our fans were so excited,” Turgeon recalls. “There were fans all over our hotel. You’d go out to dinner and there’d be KU fans everywhere. It was a very special time.”

  In Duke, Kansas would face the top-ranked, 36-2 Blue Devils, a team that had defeated the Jayhawks 92-86 in the finals of the Preseason NIT tournament that season in New York. Writing for USA Today, Valvano picked Duke to defeat Kansas 72-70. “The crucial element in this game will be fouls,” wrote the North Carolina State coach. “Take 7-foot-1 Greg Dreiling out, and Kansas loses its inside advantage.”

  On the last Friday of March 1986, no one had any idea just how good a prognosticator “Jimmy V” really was.

  The Game of My Life

  BY MARK TURGEON

  KANSAS VS. DUKE, MARCH 29, 1986

  When I ran out on the court, I said a little prayer thanking God for letting me be a part of [this game]. I still feel that way today, every time I go to a Final Four. I still can’t believe I got to play in a game like this.

  We were prepared. Our game prep went well. And we played well considering all the tough breaks that we had during the game. [Duke led 36-33 at halftime. Though the score was close and would remain so, Kansas was in foul trouble: Hunter had three and Manning had picked up two early fouls that limited him to only seven minutes in the first half. Four other players also had two fouls. Mark, who had just hoped to play a minute in the game, already had logged 10 minutes by intermission. By game’s end, Manning, Dreiling, and Hunter had fouled out. Kansas was called for 33 fouls compared with Duke’s 14, and the Blue Devils shot 30 free throws to the Jayhawks’ 12.]

  As players, we knew we had one of the best coaches of all time in Larry Brown. He has a knack for figuring out how to win games, no matter if he’s playing [me] 20 minutes or playing Danny Manning for 40 minutes. He figures it out.

  It was unfortunate the way the foul trouble happened—how many free throws they shot compared to ours. And then Archie [Marshall] getting hurt when we were up four [with 8:10 left in the game].

  I remember the game was tied at 67 in the last minute. They’re holding the ball. Mark Alarie goes up and takes a shot, and we’re playing pretty good defense. The ball bounces right to Danny Ferry, and he lays it in with 22 seconds to go. They made the play and we didn’t is what it came down to.

  Ronnie and Calvin were the two guys you wanted to take the shot late with who we had out on the court. Ronnie had a good look to tie it and send it into overtime. [Kellogg missed a six-foot left-side jumper with 11 seconds left, and then a 16-foot jump shot from the right side with four seconds remaining.] That’s all you can ask.

  Because of the foul trouble, we finished the game with a funny lineup on the court that we had never practiced: Cedric was at the one; I was at the two; Ronnie was at the three; Calvin was playing the four; and Piper was at the five.

  I was so proud of our guys because we had so much go wrong. Altonio Campbell got in the game because even I got into foul trouble at one point, and Altonio never played. We overcame a lot and gave ourselves a chance. It was a tremendous experience, one that we’ll never forget.

  I’m a big believer that some things are meant to be and some aren’t, and that year wasn’t meant to be for the Jayhawks.

  Game and Season Results

  Duke’s Tommy Amaker sank two free throws with two seconds to play to ice the Blue Devils’ 71-67 victory over Kansas. The Jayhawks ended the season at 35-4, the best record in school history (since matched by the 1997-98 team).

  “We played well in almost every game that year,” Turgeon says. “Our losses were all close losses. We had a chance to win every game.

  “We had a group of different personalities, but we had one common goal and that was to win. We stayed out of trouble and we did what we had to do. To this day, I’m proud to be associated with that team and the kind of year we had, win the Big Eight championship and play in the Final Four.”

  
    BOX SCORE

    Kansas vs. Duke, March 29, 1986

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          Kansas

        
        	
          3334 – 67

        
      

      
        	
          Duke

        
        	
          3635 – 71

        
      

    

    [image: Image]

    Assists: 18 (Turgeon 5, Kellogg 3, Hunter 3, Thompson 3, Dreiling 2, Manning, Campbell); Turnovers: 21 (Hunter 4, Turgeon 4, Kellogg 3, Dreiling 3, Thompson 3, Marshall 2, Manning, Campbell); Blocked shots: 4 (Dreiling 3, Manning); Steals: 4 (Kellogg 2, Manning, Thompson).

    [image: Image]

    Assists: 12 (Amaker 6, Henderson 3, Alarie, Bilas, King); Turnovers: 17 (Henderson 6, Alarie 3, Amaker 3, Strickland 2, Bilas, Dawkins, Ferry); Blocked shots: 1 (Alarie); Steals: 10 (Alarie 4, Amaker 3, Henderson 2, Bilas).

    Officials: Paul Galvan, John Clougherty, Tom Finchen. Attendance: 16,493.

  

  Piper says the ’Hawks made some mistakes down the stretch that cost KU the game. Still, had Kansas defeated Duke and then Louisville—who they had beaten earlier in the season—would the future of Jayhawk basketball have been altered?

  “This team was so much better than ’88 from a talent standpoint,” Piper says. “People will say in ’86 if you had played the way you should have, you would have two national championships. And I always say, well, if we had won in ’86, Danny probably would not have been there in ’88.”

  What Became of Mark Turgeon?

  Turgeon returned for his senior season in 1987-88 to a team that missed its stars from the previous year. Gone were Dreiling, Kellogg, and Thompson, plus Marshall missed the season recovering from the knee injury he suffered against Duke. The team slipped to 25-11 and 9-5 in the Big Eight. Kansas’ season—and Turgeon’s playing career—ended in a 70-59 second-round loss to Georgetown in the NCAA tournament. For the season, Turgeon averaged a career-best 5.0 points.

  After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in personnel administration, Turgeon joined Brown’s coaching staff as a student assistant and junior varsity coach.

  “I learned a lot about teaching the game of basketball from Coach Brown,” he says.

  When Roy Williams took over for Brown in the summer of 1998, the new coach retained Turgeon as part of his new staff.

  “He helped me grow up and showed me how hard you had to work to be successful in this business—how to run an office, how to be organized, and how to treat people,” Turgeon says.

  In 1992, Turgeon left Kansas when Jayhawk assistant head coach Jerry Green became head coach at the University of Oregon.

  “It was a big risk,” Turgeon says. “I tell people all the time the biggest mistake I ever made was leaving KU to go to Oregon as an assistant. But one of the best things I ever did in my life also was leaving KU to go to Oregon.

  “I really had to grow up and learn how to really work and sell. It was hard, but it was paramount in the development of me as a coach and a person.”

  When Green took the head coaching job at Tennessee in 1996, Turgeon opted to go to Philadelphia to again work with Brown as an assistant with the NBAs ’76ers. Turgeon stayed there a season and then re-entered college basketball as a head coach at Jacksonville State University of the Trans America Conference. In two seasons in Jacksonville, Alabama, Turgeon improved the Gamecocks from 8-18 in 1998-99 to 17-11 in 1999-2000.

  “Jacksonville State was a huge risk, but they were the first ones to say ‘Yes,’” Turgeon says about fulfilling his dreams to be a college head coach.

  In March 2000, Wichita State hired Turgeon as its 25th head basketball coach.

  “I’ve been in a lot of places in the country,” he says. “I’ve been in Kansas, Oregon, Philadelphia, and Alabama, so I’ve learned how different parts of the country act. We’re one great country, but we’re all different. It’s been a good learning experience for me, and Coach Green taught me how to build programs that weren’t very good.”

  In each of Turgeon’s six seasons in Wichita, the Shockers have improved their win total from nine to 15 to 18 to 21 to 22 to 26. The Shockers defeated Seton Hall and Tennessee to advance to the Sweet 16 of the 2006 tournament. In doing so, Wichita State was one of several “Cinderella teams” to become one of America’s favorites during the tournament.

  “I had a great group of kids,” Turgeon says of his 2005-06 Shockers team. “Going to practice every day was fun. If I could coach that team for the rest of my life, I would be the happiest guy in the world. They always did what I asked.”

  Turgeon also appreciated how the community fell in love with Shockers basketball again.

  “The support has been great, selling out games and all,” he says. “Cutting down the nets in front of our people that night was remarkable.”

  And it all began in a Topeka basketball league that led Turgeon to Kansas as a college player.

  “You have to understand, I grew up dreaming about playing for KU,” he says. “It was probably more special to me than for a lot of kids. Then to play on a Final Four team, play for a great coach like Larry Brown, and be with a championship team—to be doing what I’m doing, I would not be where I am today without Kansas basketball.

  “Kansas basketball has put me in a position to be successful in this game. I don’t think anyone will know how grateful I was to be a part of that.” Actually, we do, Mark. It goes with the good fortune of knowing how fortunate you are.

  Turgeon is now the head coach of the Maryland Terrapins of the Big 10 Conference. He had compiled a record of 309-202 in 16 years of coaching entering the 2014-15 season.
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  MILT NEWTON

  The Life of Young Milt Newton

  That basketball meant the world to Milt Newton as he grew up is hardly surprising.

  That Newton spent the first 12 years of his life living on the Virgin Islands and still loved the game is more surprising, except that the game is quite popular on the U.S. territory.

  “We’d catch [NBA] games on CBS,” Newton says. “I was a big ‘Dr. J’ fan. Being young, I had idols, but really I was just concerned with playing basketball.”

  Which Newton did almost all of the time. Sometimes as a sixth grader, he sneaked out of his home to play until 10 p.m. at a nearby playground with older boys.

  “My mom would lock the door, so I’d have to knock and wake her up to get in,” he says, adding he was punished for his transgressions.

  Newton moved to New Jersey as a seventh grader and fit in with his classmates in part because he had “game.” As a ninth grader, his team won the county championship by defeating the high school’s junior varsity team.

  “I remember playing on the playground all day in the summer by myself, shooting or whatever,” Newton says. “It was a lot of fun.”

  For high school, Newton moved to Washington, D.C., where he also adjusted quickly and easily to his new surroundings thanks in part to his talent on the court. Newton played for coach Frank Williams—whom he holds in high esteem—at Coolidge High School. Williams protected his players—especially sophomores and juniors—from college recruiting lest they get “big headed.” The coach stored college letters for his underclassmen in a big, locked cabinet.

  “We spent three years trying to find that key so we could see what letters were in there,” Newton says.

  The first recruiting letter Newton saw with his name on it came from Nebraska. Although he knew of interest from local programs, Newton was so inspired by the Nebraska letter that he decided to visit Lincoln on the spot.

  “Worst visit I ever had,” he says with a big laugh.

  Newton became acquainted with Kansas through assistant coach John Calipari at the Five-Star Basketball Camp in Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains the summer before his senior year. Newton recalls fellow camper Rod Strickland telling him to “run the floor and I’ll get you the ball.” Strickland delivered, and Newton made the camp’s all-tournament team.

  Recruiting interest picked up after Newton’s strong showing at the camp. He also visited New Mexico, and he was interested in Kansas because of Larry Brown’s pro experience and Danny Manning’s commitment to the Jayhawks. But geography served as another factor in Newton’s decision. In his case, Newton wanted to get away from the D.C. area, figuring it would help him grow up.

  When Newton returned home from “a really good visit at New Mexico, I think even better than Kansas,” he sat down with the man he calls “Dad” (guardian Kent Amos) to determine his college choice. The two rated New Mexico and Kansas regarding the arenas, the area of the country, the coaching staff, and the ability to play right away, among other factors. The following will come as a big shock to Kansas fans, but Newton says New Mexico “came out on top, every time … but only by a hair.”

  But Newton kept “having a feeling about Kansas,” so he chose the Jayhawks.

  College Life

  Initially, Newton experienced some adjustment issues with KU in the classic case of “big city comes to smaller town.” His new college teammates helped him make the adjustment.

  
    Notes on Milt Newton

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          Years lettered:

        
        	
          1984-85; 1986-87 through 1988-89

        
      

      
        	
          Position:

        
        	
          Forward

        
      

      
        	
          Height:

        
        	
          6-foot-4 ½

        
      

      
        	
          Playing weight:

        
        	
          180 pounds

        
      

      
        	
          Hometown:

        
        	
          Washington, D.C.

        
      

      
        	
          Current Residence:

        
        	
          Washington, D.C.

        
      

      
        	
          Occupation:

        
        	
          Director of player personnel and assistant general manager of the Washington Wizards

        
      

      
        	
          Accomplishments:

        
        	
          Named team’s MVP in 1989; named All-Big Eight Conference second team in ’89 by Associated Press and United Press International; named one of the five most underrated players in the nation by USA Today in ’89; selected to the NCAA All-Tournament teams for the Midwest sub-regional, Midwest Regional, and NCAA Final Four in 1988.

        
      

      
        	
          Nickname:

        
        	
          “Alfreaka”

        
      

      
        	
          The Game:

        
        	
          Kansas State vs. Kansas in Pontiac, Michigan, March 27, 1988

        
      

    

  

  “Coming from D.C., you got to have a little edge on you,” Newton says. “I remember walking down campus one day with Scooter Barry and Mark Turgeon. People were really friendly, but at first I had this guard up. I remember Scooter, Mark, and even Chris Piper saying one time, ‘Milt, you’re not in D.C. anymore. People don’t want anything from you. You don’t have to be on guard. … It’s all right to smile every now and then.’”

  Turgeon, now the head coach for men’s basketball at the University of Maryland, remembers the time well.

  “The thing I appreciate about Milt is that he was an East Coast kid who came in and had to adapt to another part of the country,” Turgeon says. “It was hard on him at first. Milt’s maturity level over five years was remarkable—how much he matured. He became a leader, an all-around great guy. His playing ability got better and better and his confidence grew.”

  But first Newton had to learn how to play basketball as a team sport. When he began playing pick-up games with the team, Newton’s style of play was to embarrass his defender with a spectacular play. The other Jayhawks quickly noticed this tendency, and Cedric Hunter nicknamed Newton “Alfreaka.” When Newton asked why, Hunter replied, “Because if you guard me, I’ll freak ya!”

  Just as his teammates had told Newton to lighten up around his fellow students, so, too, did Hunter inform him to stop trying to embarrass people on the court and just play and have fun. Newton took the lesson to heart, later sporting “Alfreaka” on a vanity license plate and his letter jacket.

  In his freshman season, Newton played in 30 of 36 games and averaged 3.2 points. The low scoring average was due in part by limited playing time, which was mostly by design. Brown emphasized to Newton to shoot only when he was open. Otherwise, he was to pass the ball.

  Newton continued to learn more lessons. Upset by a lack of playing time, he gave Brown an ultimatum: “Play me more or I’ll transfer.” Brown answered, “Really? Give me a list of schools you want to transfer to, and I’ll try to help get you there.” That wasn’t the response Newton wanted to hear, so he decided to earn his minutes.

  Newton also struggled with his free time as a freshman. After practice, he preferred “going out, partying, or hanging out with girls” to doing his homework. Newton’s first-semester grades reflected his misplaced priorities.

  “My dad said, If you don’t shape up pretty soon, I will pull you out of school and I will send you to Delaware State where I went,’” Newton recalls. “That was a wake-up call. So I shaped up and my dad said he was proud of me doing my schoolwork.”

  In 1985-86, Newton made the difficult but mature decision to redshirt. He knew minutes would remain scarce playing behind Ron Kellogg and junior college transfer Archie Marshall. The Jayhawks, one of the best teams in school history, advanced to the Final Four in Dallas before losing to Duke in the national semifinals.

  Newton returned to the court in 1986-87 as a redshirt sophomore. He averaged 3.7 points while playing slightly more minutes than he did as a freshman. In the summer of 1987, Newton showed a portent of things to come, averaging 20 points a game for the U.S. Virgin Island team at the Pan Am Games.

  [image: Image]

  No one could possibly know it at the time, but Newton’s transformation would prove vital to Kansas’ 1987-88 season. In the Jayhawks’ 11th game that year, Marshall re-injured his knee and essentially was lost for the season. Newton started in Marshall’s place and began asserting himself more. Still, the Jayhawk team struggled to find its identity. On January 30, 1988, Kansas State came to Lawrence and ended the ’Hawks 55-game win streak at Allen Fieldhouse. Worse for Newton, the Wildcat player he defended, Mitch Richmond, scored 35 points in the 72-61 loss.

  “I knew I couldn’t let that happen again,” Newton says. So, he cut out the box score from the game and taped it to his locker as a reminder and a motivational tool.

  Despite the loss, Brown told the team they were improving. Newton says he thought the coach “was crazy at the time, telling us we were getting better,” but Brown was right. The Jayhawks went 8-3 during the remainder of the regular season. One of those victories was a 64-63 win over K-State. Newton scored 14 points and grabbed six rebounds in the game, compared with Richmond’s totals of 11 and one.

  Newton lit up Oklahoma State in the first round of the Big Eight tournament, scoring a career-high 29 points in the 74-58 victory. But the next day, Richmond scored a game-high 21 points to lead Kansas State past KU, 69-54, much to Newton’s chagrin.

  Kansas entered the NCAA tournament with a 21-11 record and a six seed in the Midwest Regional. The Jayhawks had made “The Dance,” but few people—if any—viewed them as the Cinderella they were in the midst of becoming.

  The Setting

  Ironically for Newton, the Jayhawks’ first two tournament games were played in Lincoln, Nebraska, site of his worst recruiting trip as a high schooler. In the first-round game, Kansas led the entire contest and defeated Xavier 85-72. Manning scored 24 points for KU, and Newton added 21. Both players grabbed a game-best 12 rebounds. In the second round, Kansas escaped Murray State’s upset bid, 61-58. Newton hit a key jumper in the final minute and scored 11 points, third best on the team behind Manning’s 25 and Kevin Pritchard’s 16.

  Earlier that afternoon, Vanderbilt had upset Pittsburgh in overtime. That outcome meant KU would face the Commodores instead of the rugged Panthers in the “Sweet 16” game at the Pontiac Silverdome in Pontiac, Michigan.

  “We thought, ‘Wow, their big fellow, Will Perdue versus Danny—no contest. We got this game,” Newton recalls.

  The Jayhawks’ overconfidence didn’t matter. Manning turned Perdue inside out, outscoring him 38 to 16 in KU’s 77-64 victory. In the late game, Kansas State stunned Purdue 73-70 behind Richmond’s 27-point, 11-rebound performance. The Wildcats’ upset spurred many feel-good stories about KU fans cheering for K-State and vice versa on that Friday night in suburban Detroit. The local media also wrote about how great it was that two Kansas schools would play each other for the right to go to the Final Four at Kemper Arena in Kansas City, Missouri.

  All of these accounts were as true as they were “well and good.” But on Sunday, March 27, 1988, all of those positive feelings evaporated as two in-state and conference rivals squared off with an invaluable Final Four berth at stake.

  The Game of My Life

  BY MILT TURGEON

  KANSAS STATE VS. KANSAS, MARCH 27, 1988

  These tournament games give you such a short time to prepare, but we knew them and they knew us. We were so familiar with them that there was no “fear factor” there.

  We knew we had to stick to our game plan and utilize Danny. Kansas State had no one who could guard him. Likewise, we knew Mitch was the key for them, and I decided if we were to lose, it would not be because Mitch Richmond had a big day for them.

  We played a little tentatively in the first half. All of a sudden, we said to ourselves, “If we win this game, we’re in the Final Four,” which is added pressure. We started playing like there was something at stake, whereas before we were just playing.

  But Mitch wasn’t having a good game, either. Will Scott was playing well and some other guys were stepping up for them. [Kansas State led 29-27 at halftime. Manning had 10 points for KU, Barry added seven, and Newton scored six on three-for-five shooting from the field.]

  In the second half, we settled down and came out more focused. We did not want to have a team beat us three times in a season. [Keith Harris, Barry, and I] continued doing a good job on Mitch, and we started pulling away. I remember face-guarding him at times, but mainly we just made it really tough for him to catch the ball. That’s because once he caught the ball, he was pretty good because he was bigger and stronger than I was.

  So we denied him the ball as much as we could. When he got the ball, we got some help on him. When Mitch drove, our best defender—Chris Piper—would show and make him slow up a little bit. We just did a really good job on Mitch defensively.

  I think I had my best game of the tournament all the way around. I got it going in the second half. I remember Coach calling a play for me. I got the ball and started making a move. But then I noticed Keith Harris was wide open. I went up to shoot and I dumped it down to Keith and he made the shot. I remember looking over at Coach and he had this big smile on his face, like he was thinking, “That’s good basketball right there.”

  Game and Season Results

  Kansas pulled away from K-State as the second half wound down and captured a 71-58 victory. Manning played his typical, impeccable game and scored a game-high 20 points. Newton scored 18, grabbed a team-high nine rebounds, and dished seven assists. Most impressively, he held Richmond to 11 points and four boards.

  “Milt was great and extremely focused,” Piper said. “It was a great atmosphere. We were in control. K-State seemed tight.”

  Kansas continued exacting its revenge during the 1988 Final Four. As detailed in the next chapter, the Jayhawks jumped out to an early 14-0 lead and tenaciously held on to defeat Duke 66-59 in the national semifinal game. Newton scored 20 points and grabbed seven rebounds against the Blue Devils.

  
    BOX SCORE

    Kansas State vs. Kansas, March 27, 1988

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          Kansas

        
        	
          2744 – 71

        
      

      
        	
          Kansas State

        
        	
          2929 – 58
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    Three-point goals: 4-11 (Newton 2-3, Pritchard 1-4, Barry 1-1, Piper 0-1, Manning 0-1, Gueldner 0-1); Assists: 22 (Newton 7, Pritchard 7, Barry 3, Gueldner 2, Piper, Manning, Minor); Turnovers: 10 (Barry 3, Newton 2, Pritchard 2, Piper, Gueldner, Minor); Blocked shots: 1 (Manning); Steals: 6 (Pritchard 2, Harris 2, Newton, Barry).
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    Three-point goals: 7-22 (Scott 4-10, Henson 2-6, Richmond 1-5, Glover 0-1); Assists: 15 (Richmond 5, Henson 5, Meyer 2, Bledsoe, Scott, Glover); Turnovers: 12 (Richmond 6, Bledsoe 4, Henson 2); Blocked shots 3 (Bledsoe, Henson, Scott); Steals: 4 (Scott 2, Meyer, Henson).

    Officials: Booker Turner, Dick Poparo, Wally Tanner. Attendance: 31,632.

  

  “The way Duke plays was good for us,” Newton explains. “When they overplay you on defense, [you] go back door, and that’s what we did. The way we played on offense fit with the way they played on defense.”

  The victory pitted Kansas against Big Eight rival Oklahoma, which had defeated KU twice in the regular season.

  “Once again, we said to ourselves that we could not let a team beat us three times in a row,” Newton says.

  Two days later, Kansas earned its second national championship by defeating the favored Sooners 83-79. Newton scored 15 points on perfect six-for-six shooting from the field, including two baskets from beyond the arc. He joined MVP Danny Manning on the All-Tournament team.

  “What can I say? We had Danny, we had Clint Normore coming off the bench and hitting a three, and we had Coach Brown, which we always thought was worth five to 10 points,” Newton says.

  Newton also recalls the team’s bus driver in Detroit, Jimmy Dunlop, and how the ultra-superstitious Brown brought him to the Final Four to drive the Jayhawks to and from Kemper Arena the following weekend.

  “He became part of our family,” Newton says.

  But one important person in Newton’s life didn’t live to see the championship season. His high school coach, Frank Williams, died May 24, 1987. Newton dedicated the season in his coach’s memory, a memory that involved teaching, concern for others, and an emphasis on discipline.

  As a champion who stepped up when he was needed the most by his team, Newton’s fine junior season did his late coach proud.

  What Became of Milt Newton?

  A Hollywood producer reviewing a script about Kansas’ improbable ride to the 1988 national championship probably would reject the story as too preposterous. The same likely could be said about the events of the next 11 months after the Jayhawks cut down the Kemper Arena nets. A breathtaking series of “good news, bad news” events awaited Kansas that would test the souls of players, coaches, administrators, and fans.

  Good news: KU coach Larry Brown turned down an opportunity to return to UCLA as basketball coach.

  Bad news: Brown left Kansas a few weeks later for the San Antonio Spurs head coaching job.

  More bad news: With Kansas facing possible NCAA sanctions, the open coaching job didn’t draw the interest of “big-name, established” candidates.

  Good news: Kansas hired Roy Williams, an assistant coach at North Carolina, in early July 1988. The new coach said all the right things about the challenge before him at his introductory press conference and immediately began working to put his words into action.

  Bad news: Two weeks into practice, the NCAA placed Kansas on probation, including banning KU from postseason play in the 1988-89 season. The Jayhawks could not defend their national championship.

  Good news: The Jayhawks race to a 13-1 start and a No. 16 national ranking.

  Bad news: KU loses 10 of its next 13 games, including eight in a row.

  Good news: The Jayhawks never lost heart and played as hard during the losing streak as they did all season.

  Bad news: The Jayhawks season ended again at Kemper Arena, this time in a 73-65 loss to Kansas State in the first round of the Big Eight Conference Tournament. KU’s final record was 19-12 including 6-8 in league play.

  Playing a larger role in the offense, Newton led the Jayhawks in scoring with 17.7 points per game, which ranked him seventh in the Big Eight. He was second among conference shooters with 45.5 percent accuracy from three-point range. In the final game of his career, Newton scored a season-high 28 points and snared seven rebounds in the loss to K-State.

  After the season, Newton worked hard to stay in shape and further improve his conditioning. He signed with the Los Angeles Lakers and impressed the team at its summer camp. But in a pick-up game back in Lawrence, Kirk Wagner fell on Newton’s ankle and injured him rather severely.

  “I thought my foot came off,” Newton says. “The doctor said the tendon that connects my calf muscles behind my ankle bone had slipped from behind to up front. I was in excruciating pain.”

  Newton returned to the Lakers camp “at about 70 percent.” The second day of camp, he made a cut and the tendon slipped again. Newton’s NBA dreams were over. Still, he persevered and played in the Continental Basketball Association and in Australia for a couple of seasons before retiring and entering the business world. His first job was working in community relations with the Denver Nuggets. Then came a five-year stint as assistant director with U.S.A. Basketball, followed by a year and a half with the Philadelphia 76ers during Brown’s tenure as coach. Newton then moved to the NBA office and helped set up the Development League.

  “It was a very good experience for me to be around some very, very smart people,” he says.

  Today, Newton works as director of player personnel and assistant general manager for the Washington Wizards. Former teammate and roommate Mark Turgeon isn’t the least bit surprised by Newton’s ascension through the NBA front-office ranks.

OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
GAME OF
MY LIFE

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
JAYHAWKS

MEMORABLE STORIES OF JAYHAWK BASKETBALL

STEVE BUCKNER

FOREWORD BY
BILL SELF

B





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

JAYHAWKS

MEMORABLE STORIES OF JAYHAWK BASKETBALL

STEVE BUCKNER
FOREWORD BY BILL SELF






OEBPS/Images/f0007-01.jpg
Kansas (67)

Min FG
Manning 23 2-9
Kellogg 33, 11-15
Dreiling 30 1-7
Hunter 22 2-5
Thompson 39 5-12
Turgeon 19 1-1
Marshall 19 6-10
Piper 13 1-1
Campbell 1 0-0
Hull 1 0-0

(team)
TOTALS 200 29-60

FT

0-0
4-4
1-4
3-3
0-0

0-0
0-0

9-12

=
&woo—twomoomwwg

cCooww=uLuarngl

N
=)}





OEBPS/Images/f0007-02.jpg
Duke (71)

Henderson
Alarie

Bilas
Amaker
Dawkins
Strickland
Ferry

King
(team)
TOTALS

Min
33
35
29
37
38

15

200

FG FT
3-12 7-8
4-13 4-6

1-2 5-7

2-5 3-4

11-17 2-4

0-1 0-0

4-5 0-1

0-0 0-0

25-55 21-30

e
o

AW WOWNULOOBE®

34

5
W-JOW—‘NW—‘.“

-
L





OEBPS/Images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0019-01.jpg
Kansas (71)

Newton
Piper
Manning
Pritchard
Gueldner
Barry
Harris
Minor
Maddox
Normore
Mattox
(team)
TOTALS

Min FG
29 7-10
36 3-6
39 10-18
38 2-7
1 0-3
23 5-6
15 2-3

< 0-1

1 0-0

1 0-0

1 0-0
200 29-54

FT
2-2
0-2
0-1
3-4
0-0
4-4
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1

92-14

=
Hhoococo—uvowohod
o

Cooo0cOoO—==wwNhwI

—
w

Pts





OEBPS/Images/f0019-02.jpg
Kansas State (58)

Min FG
Richmond 37 4-14
Bledsoe 33 5-6
Meyer 26 1-3
Henson 40 2-8
Scott 30 6-15
McCoy 18 3-5
Glover 9 1-3
Diggins 3 0-0
Dobbins 3 * 0-0
Stanfield 1 0-0
(team)

TOTALS 200 22-54

FT
2-4
0-4
0-0
0-0
2-2
3-4
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0

7-14

Reb

W= =0 = UNOWNWOUH»I

N
0

-
-

CO—~ONODMO MW

-
H





