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For my tribe,

    Abby, Ben, and Casey . . .

for more reasons than could ever fit on this page.



INTRODUCTION




Imagine your perfect life: You have more time for the things you love. You have a little extra money in your pocket. There’s less stress in your life. There isn’t nearly as much chaos swirling around you as there seems to be now. While you might not achieve perfection, the organization hacks in this book can help make all these wishes come true. You’ll save time by quickly finding any item you need; be more efficient when deciding what to wear each day; spend less money replacing lost or improperly stored items; and enjoy a calmer, more peaceful environment once you ditch the clutter and chaos.

Throughout this book, you will find three types of hacks: the short hack, the DIY project, and the list. The short hacks in each chapter are simple ideas that quickly solve a problem. One or two of these hacks alone may not do much, but as you implement more of these and begin getting into an organized mindset, the benefits will quickly add up. The DIY projects are more in depth than the hacks and can be tweaked to fit different rooms and spaces. Each DIY project should be able to be completed in under three hours, with most of them taking far less time. Finally, the lists shine a spotlight on several ways to hack a featured item or several ways to tackle a specific problem. Use these lists to find the tip that works best for you, to brainstorm the best way to execute an organization hack, or to come up with your own unique use for handy items.

Each person is different, which means there’s not a “one-size-fits-all” method of organizing. To that end, you may notice several hacks to choose from that are focused on one common organization problem. Sometimes you want a quick fix; other times you don’t mind taking on a larger DIY project. Choose the one that best fits your schedule, habits, and routine. Combined, this format of short hacks, DIY projects, and lists that are tailored specifically to each area of your home provides one powerhouse of an organization plan!



HOW TO GET STARTED




Laying the groundwork for organizing is almost as important as the actual projects. Before you begin, ensure success by taking a moment to set your organizing vision, review the list of basic organizing necessities, and learn the Ten Commandments of Organizing. Each one is important, but together they create a framework that will help you set yourself up for continued success.

The first thing you want to do is to consider the end goal. Take a moment and jot down why you want to get organized. What does an organized home look like to you? What does it feel like? What will happen when you get organized? Considering these questions is important; these reasons will give you a clear goal to work toward and a reminder of the end goal when you’re in the thick of it. Organization comes from having a clear and executable plan. Once you’ve laid out your goals, you’re ready to begin to gather supplies.

General Organizing Supplies

Now that you’re in the right mindset to get organized, let’s get everything you need to be successful. As a rule, it’s best to sort first and determine your needs before buying any new products for organizing. However, there are a few basic supplies that you should have on hand before you begin, including:


❑ Camera or smartphone for taking photos of important papers and/or kids’ art

❑ Cleaning wipes

❑ Cordless drill

❑ Set of general purpose drill and driver bits

❑ Hammer

❑ Hot glue gun

❑ 1 package of 50 hot glue sticks

❑ Labels

❑ Label maker with label tape

❑ Level

❑ Measuring tape

❑ Pencil

❑ 1 box each of snack-, sandwich-, quart-, and gallon-sized plastic zip-top bags

❑ 1 (1.88" × 60") roll of painter’s tape

❑ Post-it notes

❑ Ruler

❑ Scissors

❑ 1 package (1") screws

❑ 1 package (2") screws

❑ 1 black Sharpie marker

❑ Stud finder

❑ 1 box kitchen-sized white trash bags



Place them in a basket or caddy that you can carry from room to room so they’re always within reach when needed. Store it in the same place at the end of each organizing session so that you can quickly find it each time you’re ready to start again. Those basic supplies and the hacks in this book are pretty much all you need to create an organization system that works for you!

The Ten Commandments of Organizing

There are a few basic principles—you may even want to call them “commandments”—you need to know before jumping into organizing your home. Read them, do them, live them. Consider photocopying this information and pinning it to a bulletin board. Each time you start to organize, reread it until it sinks in. Once these commandments become habits, getting (and more important, staying) organized will become part of your daily routine. That not only saves time but also energy, stress, and money!

Do Not Organize Junk

In other words, do a thorough decluttering and purge before you begin so you don’t waste energy and space organizing items you don’t need, use, or love. When decluttering a space, first take everything out. Then clean the space with a thorough dusting, scrubbing, or polishing. Instead of trying to decide what you should get rid of, frame the question as “What should I keep?” Touch each item, and put back only what you need and love. Have a system in place for getting rid of the rest such as a donation bin or trash bag, and dispose of them as soon as possible.

Start with Easier Spaces First to Gain Momentum

Your closet is a great place to start because it’s easy to figure out what doesn’t fit or look good anymore. Tackle the time-consuming or emotional areas like photographs later, after you’ve worked up confidence and experienced how great it feels when you conquer the small “wins”!

Keep Flat Surfaces Clear

Keeping flat surfaces clear is visually appealing and will make everything appear neater and more organized. Flat surfaces such as tables, desks, and countertops occupy a large horizontal area so they look (and feel) airy and calm when they are clutter-free. Find ways to stow most of your items out of sight, and keep those flat surfaces as clear as possible to instantly create the appearance of organization.

Gather and Sort First, Then Organize

Resist the urge to buy organizing supplies until you know exactly how much of an item you are storing, and where. When possible, use what you have on hand to organize first, and then purchase additional supplies only if needed.

Make It Attractive

If you do purchase bins and baskets, keep them neutral and classic so they fit with any decor, are easy to find, and allow you to add more if needed. When you hack something, you should paint, decorate, or arrange it in a way that it makes you happy when you see it. Make storage do double duty; for example, that beautiful basket on the shelf can be decorative, but it also can be used to stash unused remotes.

Give Everything a Home

The common phrase “a place for everything, and everything in its place” is a simple yet brilliant mantra for keeping your home organized. One of the biggest reasons for clutter is not knowing where to put something. Once you designate a spot for an item (or category of items), it has a home. This will help you and your family to make a habit of putting it away properly.

Group All the Like Items in Your Home Together

As you organize, first consolidate everything in each category so you can see how much you have, and then store those items together. For example, if you’ve stashed batteries all over your home, gather them up and keep them in one accessible spot instead. Now you know exactly what you have and where to find it each time you need it.

Finish Each Task

Complete each organizing project or task fully before moving on to the next one. Block enough time for cleanup, as that usually takes quite a bit of effort. Be realistic in your expectations or else you’ll burn out before you really begin.

Do What Works Best for You

Each person organizes differently. There’s no “one-size-fits-all” method that can be applied to every family and situation. Discover the solutions that best work for your family and situation. In many cases, there are several hacks in this book that cover a single organization challenge; choose the one that works best for you and rock it.

Make Organizing a Part of Your Daily Routine

In addition to tackling the larger projects, devote a few minutes each day to organizing and decluttering. Organizing is not “one and done.” This is a continual process—make it part of your daily habits and reap the rewards!

Jump Right In

Now that you’re properly prepared, the best advice I can give you is to just start. Blast the tunes, listen to a podcast or audiobook, light some candles, and make organizing both fun and productive. Not sure where to begin? Go chapter by chapter through the book until you are done, or turn to the page that most speaks to you and your needs. We’ve designed this book so you can jump in on any page and just get started. I suggest you start with the area that you can knock out the quickest; choose the area that once it’s done will continue to motivate you the most. As you incorporate these systems and hacks into your routine, continually evaluate if they are working for you. Are you keeping up with the system? Did it solve your problem? If not, tweak it until it works.

If you commit to one hack a day, at the end of the year you’ll be fully organized. That sounds pretty great, right? Whether you picked up this book to become better organized or because life feels out of control and you need help, my hope is you are able to implement these ideas, which in turn will bring you peace, clarity, and extra time to do more of what you love.
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BEDROOMS AND CLOSETS

    
Do you ever feel like you have nothing to wear or are mentally exhausted from trying to sleep amidst a bedside table filled with clutter? The clever hacks in this chapter ensure you can reach right into your closet and immediately find the perfect piece, locate an accessory to complement any outfit, and rest easily with your bedroom tidily organized. You’ll also learn how to carve out storage in underutilized areas and get tips on how to make the most of the space you already have.

    


CLOSETS



After you take a piece of clothing off the hanger, move that hanger to a dedicated “empty hanger” spot in your closet. With no more stray hangers hogging up valuable closet space, you’ll immediately be able to find a new one when placing clothes back inside.



Items such as tank tops, V-necks, and dresses can easily slide off regular hangers. Make your own nonslip hangers by wrapping a pipe cleaner around the top ends of the hanger. The pipe cleaners act as grippers, the clothes stay where they belong, and you’ve spent mere pennies on this clever solution.



After you declutter your clothing and get rid of anything you don’t love, hang the clothes you are keeping back up, but with the hanger facing backward. Then as you wear an item, place it back in the closet with the hanger facing the correct way. Around every three months or at the time you traditionally switch clothes for the season, evaluate the items with backward-facing hangers. With this method you can instantly see what you didn’t wear and you feel good getting rid of it.

You can double your closet space by slipping the large hole of a soda can tab through the hook of a clothes hanger, and then using the bottom hole to hang another hanger. You’ll have instant double hangers! Now you can hang twice as many items in one space.



Hang a tote bag in the closet and use it to corral items for the dry cleaner or tailor. A second tote bag can serve as a place to hold items to donate (just don’t mix up the two!).



Handbags should be stored with filler inside so they maintain their shape. Stuff tissue paper in gallon-sized resealable bags and place inside the purse. Now, it’s a cinch to pull out the filler when you are using the bag and replace when finished.



Stuff larger handbags with smaller ones. This method makes it harder to see your individual bags, but the plus side is it saves lots of closet space as well as helps the bags keep their shape.



Arrange the hanging clothing in your closet by type (bottoms, short sleeves, long sleeves, jackets, etc.) and then by color. This not only makes them visually appealing but easier to find.



SCARF ORGANIZER FROM SHOWER CURTAIN RINGS



Scarves are a staple in many closets, and they tend to overtake the space unless properly stored. This quick scarf organizer can be made for just a few dollars and will make hanging and storing your scarves a breeze. It can also be used for belts and ties, so it’s multifunctional.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

12 plastic shower curtain rings

Ruler

Scissors

1 (3/4" × 180") roll mini duct tape

Sturdy wooden hanger

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Open your package of shower curtain rings and place on a table in three rows of four rings.

2. Measure and cut twenty-one 4" strips of mini duct tape.

3. Using a strip of mini duct tape, attach the first ring to the second. It’s easiest to wrap it around the side of the first ring so the tape grips, then continue to wrap it around the adjoining side of the second ring. Continue until you have three rows of four attached rings.

4. Attach the bottom of the first row to the top of the second row using the duct tape wrapping technique in step two. Next, attach the bottom of the second row to the top of the last row.

5. Now that all the rings are joined, attach the entire piece onto the hanger by wrapping a piece of duct tape around the top of the first ring and the bottom of the hanger. Repeat with the remaining top row of rings until all four rings are joined with the hanger, and thread your scarves through the rings.
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If you have an odd nook or cranny in your closet, put it to work by using a tension rod in that space and drape belts and scarves over it.



Shoe care supplies such as shoe polish and boot spray can get messy. Dedicate a plastic shoe box for these supplies in the closet so they don’t accidentally stain clothing but are always within reach when you need a quick buff or polish.



If you have wooden shelves in your closet, affix a towel rod with S-hooks or an open-ended toilet roll holder underneath as a way to hang bags, scarves, and jewelry. That leaves the shelves free for other items and also uses the formerly wasted space below.



Typically reserved for the kitchen, three-tier hanging baskets are great for storing hats, gloves, and other easily lost items. They also work well to utilize horizontal space.



Invest in replacing old wire hangers with slim velvet-lined or wooden ones. They protect your clothes better and will make your entire closet look cohesive and upscale.



Plastic six-pack soda can rings (the type that holds the cans together and usually get recycled) can serve as an impromptu scarf holder. Place the hook of a hanger through one of the small holes on the short side and let it hang. Loop scarves through the larger holes and voilà, quick and packable storage for your scarves.



Put a bookcase along that blank wall in your closet. It will allow for more clothing or shoe storage and it’s way cheaper than custom shelves.



Fill an empty closet wall with various-sized hooks. Shaker-style peg hooks can hold caps and hats (and even shoes, if placed near the floor). Use large hooks for towels or robes, and use smaller hooks for scarves, handbags, and jewelry.



Leave your closet floors free of shoes and other items to make vacuuming easier and clutter less likely to sprout like weeds. Consistent vacuuming helps keep your closets pest-free, and it’s much easier to convince yourself to do it when nothing stands in your way.


10 CLEVER WAYS TO ORGANIZE JEWELRY

Bracelets, necklaces, rings, and earrings each have unique characteristics that make organizing them a challenge. Thankfully, you can pick and choose the hacks from this list that best fit your needs and style. The best part is they look great when grouped together!

1. Stack bracelets in a pretty bowl on your dresser.

2. Screw cup hooks into the wall or to a board that you’ve painted with a favorite color, and use to hang your necklaces.

3. A wide vase makes jewelry stand out when draped over the vase’s neck and laid down the front. It’s a beautiful way to combine decor and storage right out in the open.

4. Finger towel holders, usually reserved for bathrooms, have two straight rods sticking out from either side, which makes them perfect for hanging necklaces or bracelets.

5. The small indentations in ice cube trays make them especially suitable for sorting jewelry such as rings and earrings, and can be stacked on top of one another for layers of storage.

6. Muffin tins are the perfect size for storing rolled-up necklaces, bracelets, or earrings.

7. Large statement necklaces fit well in the pockets of a clear over-the-door shoe pocket organizer, and they’ll be protected from dust if you push the top of the pockets closed.

8. Wedge-shaped makeup sponges can be squeezed to fit inside rings. Their soft texture protects the ring, and the flat bottom is ideal for holding them in place. Place the secured rings inside a box, and you have a new DIY ring holder.

9. Use a staple gun to attach chicken wire, available at many craft stores, across the back of an open picture frame. Hang it on the wall and use it to organize your earrings.

10. Stack bracelets around empty glass soda bottles and they’ll become a tower of beauty!


Boots should be stored the same way they are worn, straight up and filled, so they don’t lose shape. Cut inexpensive pool noodles to fit in the calf/leg area of the boot to create your own boot stocks. No more wrinkled boots flopping over on the floor, which is especially important during the summer storage months.



If you don’t have pool noodles on hand, use rolled-up magazines inside the boots instead. This is the same idea as the noodles, but it costs nothing to implement.



Arrange shoes by use, such as dressy, casual, sporty, flip-flops, and boots. This way it’s much easier to find the type of shoe you need quickly, and they fit together better as well.



Fit more shoes onto shelves by alternating the direction of each shoe in a pair. For example, place one heel forward and the toe of its mate forward, so they are standing heel to toe.



Use clear boxes to store shoes. This way, you keep them dust-free but can still view contents easily. Better yet, store them in plastic drawers so you can simply pull out the drawer instead of shuffling boxes to get the pair you want.



Low open shelving is the perfect place to store shoes. The shelves should be placed far enough off the ground so that it is easy to vacuum underneath but low enough that they fit below hanging clothing. Then add your shoes. They’ll be easy to see and grab as needed.



When folding shirts to store in drawers, fold and stack them sideways like books on a shelf as opposed to laying them on top of one another. This makes them easier to see, and you can grab the one you need without digging through the pile and potentially unfolding all your hard work.



If your bedroom is small, place your dresser in a closet. Then you can use the clothing hanger rod to hang short items above it. This gives you both hanging and folded storage options.



NO-SEW CLOTHING PROTECTION COVER



Plastic dry cleaning bags are not only unattractive in your closet but may trap moisture that damages clothing. They can also be a hazard for small children. Fix that by replacing them with easy sew-free clothing covers that protect off-season clothes while beautifying your closet at the same time.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

1 large pillowcase

Iron

Sturdy wooden hanger

Ruler

Thin-tipped marker

Scissors

1 (1.25-ounce) tube Liquid Stitch Permanent Adhesive

12" (1/4"-width) single-faced ribbon

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Wash, dry, and iron the pillowcase. Arrange so that the opening is at the bottom of your workspace and the edge with the fold is at the top.

2. Create the opening for the hanger. First, determine the center of the top edge where your hanger will poke through and use your ruler to measure about 2" out from the center on each side, a total of about 4" across the top. Draw a line with the thin-tipped marker so you’ll know where to cut.

3. At both ends of this line, make a 1/4" cut using scissors through both layers of the pillowcase perpendicular to the line. Insert scissors into either of these holes and cut through the line you drew across the top. Now, apply a thin line of Liquid Stitch along the inside of one edge and fold down toward the inside to create a seam. Repeat with the other side and let dry according to the package directions.

4. Finally, use Liquid Stitch to glue four sections of ribbon around the opening for a streamlined look and let dry according to package directions. Once dry, place your clothing on the hanger and poke the hanger through the slit at the top of the pillowcase. Your clothing is now attractively protected.
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