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More and more people are keeping horses and ponies of their own these days, and though you do not need to be tremendously wealthy in order to do so, it can still prove to be an expensive and time-consuming hobby. Obviously you should never consider attempting to economize on things that are essential to your horse's well-being, such as regular feeding, worming, shoeing and veterinary attention, but there are still a number of ways in which it is possible to save both time and money.

If you are new to horse or pony owning, you probably have not yet found out about many of these legitimate ‘short cuts’. Even if you are an experienced owner, it does not mean that you have stumbled across all of them. You will find that you keep discovering new ideas all the time – for as long as you continue to keep a horse in fact. This book tries to give you at least a head start if you are a novice, or to nudge your memory if you are more knowledgeable, by setting down some practical hints and tips that will make life a little easier and your stable management more successful.






Editor's Note: This book combines two books by the author: 201 Handy Hints for Horse Persons and 201 More Handy Hints For Horse Persons. These works were written for a British equestrian readership that does not necessarily maintain or use horses and ponies as American do. Accordingly, some of the hints in the two books were deemed “too British” to be of any value on this side of the Atlantic and were therefore omitted.

In addition, and where necessary, the wording and spelling of both books have been “Americanized.”
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1 When trimming your horse's whiskers, save time and produce a neater result by using a plastic safety razor instead of scissors. It is also safer if he tends to fidget.
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2 The seams of horse blankets and sheets often leak. Waterproof them effectively and cheaply by rubbing a piece of candlewax along the stitching.
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3 Use a little aerosol furniture polish to produce a good shine on rubber boots.
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4 To give a more professional touch to your blankets, add your initials to the nearside corner. Either buy the individual letters from a tack shop or a needlework or craft shop, or make your own by drawing a paper template, pinning it on to a square of felt, and cutting around it. You can then stitch the letters into position.
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5 If you keep losing your hoofpick in your horse's bedding, braid a piece of brightly coloured baling string and tie it to the handle.
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6 To make a white tail look really white again, wash it using a little laundry soap powder. Be careful not to get it on to the skin of the horse's tail dock, as it may irritate and cause rubbing.
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7 When your velveteen-covered hut cap becomes faded and scruffy, freshen it with an appropriately colored suede shoe spray.
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8 Make an inexpensive feed scoop, but cutting diagonally across an empty plastic quart or half-gallon bottle.
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9 Use a piece of baling string to hang up a penknife or a pair of scissors near your supply of hay or straw, ready to cut open the bales.

[image: image]

10 Really hard blobs of grease on tack can be removed either with a fingernail or a bunch of horsehair.
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11 A plastic sink dish bowl makes a cheap and useful feed bowl that is also easy to clean.
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12 Tie a knot in the end of your lead rope when leading your horse, so it does not slip through your hands. Wear gloves, too, so that if he tries to pull away you have a better grip. You'll also avoid burning the palms of your hands.
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13 Remove bot fly eggs with a disposable plastic safety razor, far cheaper than buying a bot knife.
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14 If your horse has a very greasy coat which spoils his appearance or makes him difficult to clip, tackle the worst areas by adding a little Dettol to a bucketful of warm water. Wring a sponge out in it, and then rub it vigorously against how the hair lies. Rinse frequently. You will see the grease beginning to form a scum on the top of the water as it comes out of the coat.
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15 Use old saddle soap cans as bridle racks. Just nail them to the tack room wall. A rounded rack will help to keep bridles and halters in shape as well as keeping them neat.
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16 If your horse paws the ground just inside his stall door, place a rubber mat there. It will prevent the toes of his shoes from being worn out quickly, and if he cannot hear the noise, he may stop. Turn him out as often its possible, too, in case the habit is caused by boredom.

17 Make your own hoof dressing by mixing a little pine tar into vegetable cooking oil.
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18 Sell manure to mushroom farmers and nursuries, which will also keep your manure pile to a reasonable size. Negotiate the deal so the farmer or nursy-owner will haul the manure away.

[image: image]

19 Save old pieces of saddle soap that are too small to use. When you have enough, heat them gently in an old saucepan until they melt. Pour the liquid into an empty margarine container and leave it in the refridgerator until it hardens.
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20 Putting worm powders into the refrigerator a day or two before you give them to your horse reduces the odor so the horse will not object.

21 It is cheaper to make your own haynets out of baling string than to buy them. About 24 strings will make an average-sized net. Tie them all into a large knot, which can be hung from a nail. Then knot alternate pairs of strings together to complete one row. Knot pairs of strings together on the next row in a similar way, but using one each of the strings from the pairs knotted in the first row, so that large holes are formed. You can make these holes bigger or smaller, depending upon the distance apart that you make the knots. Continue in this way until the net is complete. When you have finished, braid some string together to make a drawstring.
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22 Before going into the show arena, dab a little baby oil around your horse's eyes and muzzle, to enhance your horse's appearance. Leave this chore until the last moment, so hair and dust do not stick to the oil.
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23 If blanket and cooler leg straps tend to chafe, and if you have made sure they are kept clean and supple and are not too tight, try slipping a length of thin rubber tubing over them.
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24 The cheapest antiseptic wash for cuts is salt water. Never use disinfectants for cleaning wounds as they will impede the healing process.
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25 Vinegar makes a cheap fly repellent.
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26 Never tie your horse directly to a stationery object. Always tie his lead rope to a breakable piece of string that which will snap if he panics and pulls back, thus saving his halter -- and his neck -- from harm.
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27 When washing girths in a washing machine, place them inside an old pillowcase to keep the buckles from doing any damage to the machine.
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28 A large rubber ball in a paddock or pasture water trough will help prevent water from completely freezing over in winter, and will leave a drinking hole until you arrive to break the rest of the ice.
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29 When your old lead rope wears out, make a new one by braiding some baling string and attaching it to the old clip.
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30 A tail wrap or a length of pantyhose or tights leg on your horse's tail while he is being clipped will keep the hairs safely out of the way of the clippers.

31 Put a few drops of baby oil on a soft brush and carefully brush through your horse's tail while it is clean. As well as helping to prevent tangles, the oil will also make the hairs less brittle and will help keep prevent white hairs becoming discolored.
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32 If scissors or a knife are not available, you can easily cut through the string on a bale of hay or straw by using another piece of string. Slip it beneath the strings and, holding an end in each hand, use a sawing motion to cut them through.

[image: image]

33 An old sleeping bag can easily be converted into a warm quilted stable blanket for the winter. Remove the zipper and cut out a semi-circular section at one end for the neck and shoulders. Stitch around the edges. Use strips of broad Velcro for breast straps.
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