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  Peacemaker No. 1

  Courtesy of John S. du Mont
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FOREWORD


  IN introducing the subject of this study, I can do no better than to quote the words of Walter Prescott Webb, Professor of History at the University of Texas:1

  The revolver as a factor in the development of America has never received serious consideration, either from the historian or the literary man. The former has neglected it entirely, while the latter has neither understood it nor its true place in our national life. Too frequently he has used it as his chief stock in trade in portraying certain striking types of American men—the Texas Ranger, the cowboy, or the bad man on horseback. The sensational story-writers, the moving pictures, and even worthier literary men, are loath to abandon this original idea.

  These words were written in 1927, since which time the topic has received more adequate attention, though mainly from collectors and shooters of arms. Books written primarily by or for them have thoroughly catalogued the various kinds of American pistols and revolvers, including the Colt, but the significance of these weapons in the context of their times remains an inviting study. Make by make and model by model, this analysis is going forward as new sources of information are discovered or become available.

  It is the purpose of this book to detail the life story of only one model of revolver, the single action Colt. Rivals and ramifications extending over a century are involved in the telling. For a collector there is ever the temptation to write in catalog form, and I cannot claim to have avoided it altogether. Even an historian or professional writer might find the material too factual for literary treatment. My own endeavor has been where possible to relate each arm described to its setting, and in this way to bring out its import in history.

  In this enterprise I have incurred many obligations. Assistance of an essential nature is gratefully acknowledged from Robert E. Courtney, manager of the service department—arms division—of Colt’s Manufacturing Company and a senior employee, to Charles H. Coles, curator of the Ulrich Museum and most senior in service at Colt’s, to Thomas C. McPartland, advertising manager, and to Harry W. Lidstone in charge of sales. Without the courtesy and co-operation of those at Colt’s in making available voluminous manufacturing records, this book could not have been carried to completion. Other source material was found at The New York Public Library, The New-York Historical Society in the Bella C. Landauer Business and Professional Collection, The Confederate Museum, Richmond, and The National Archives through its War Records Division. Names of collectors and institutions who have kindly supplied illustrations are noted in the captions, but I am particularly indebted for help and suggestions to Edwin Pugsley, Roy C. Horton, John Hintlian, James E. Serven, Wm. M. Locke, Stephen V. Grancsay, John S. du Mont, Gerald Fox, Charles W. Ferguson, Thomas E. Hall and S. Basil Haw. Last but not least I am grateful for the patient aid of Mary V. Farrell in preparing the manuscript for the printer.

  J. E. P.


  
ADDENDA


  SINCE original publication of this study, the reception of which by both collectors and shooters has been very heartening, further material quite unique in character has come to light. To present it graphically necessitates the insertion of fifteen additional plates. Their appearance immediately following this note is designed simply to avoid a repaging of text and index. While new readers may look upon these illustrations as an appendix, our hope is that old friends will find them a refresher.

  The original contract of July 23, 1873, between Colt’s and the Chief of Ordnance was discovered in an attic storeroom; it is reproduced through the courtesy of Colt’s Manufacturing Company. Two previously unknown foreign trade sheets come from the files of James Joseph Goodbody, for many years an employee and the last manager of Colt’s London Agency. Owners whose names appear in the captions have generously permitted unusual specimens to be illustrated; to them and to the Winchester Repeating Arms Company, for taking photographs, the author makes grateful acknowledgment.

  J. E. P.
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  The Original Contract between the Chief of Ordnance and Colt’s. (Start of page 1.)
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  End of page 1 of the Original Contract
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  Beginning of page 2 of the Original Contract

  [image: images]

  Continuation of page 2 of the Original Contract
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  End of page 2 of the Original Contract
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  General Custer and his Indian Scouts, 1874

  Courtesy of Custer Battlefield National Monument
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  Inspection Certificate No. 2, dated December 12, 1873
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  [Inspection Certificate No. 1 was dated Nov. 26, 1873. It is not reproduced because Colt’s copy was unsigned. Certificate No. 3 was dated Jan. 1, No. 4, Jan. 15, No. 5, Jan. 29, No. 6, Feb. 13, No. 7, Feb. 28, and No. 8, March 14, 1874. Each covered 1,000 pistols.]
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  Recapitulation on Inspection Certificate No. 2
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  London Cased .450 Boxer, marked “DEPOT 14 PALL MALL LONDON”
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  London Price List, 1892
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  London Price List, 1895
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  Magnums for the Battle of Britain
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  Broad Arrow Stamp
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  One of General Patton’s Revolvers

  Courtesy of West Point Museum
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  Oklahoma Marshal’s Gold Plated .45

  Courtesy of Herb Glass
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  Special Target Model, 1888, marked “DEPOT 14 PALL MALL LONDON” Peacemaker with D.A. Cylinder Single Action in .44 R.F.
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  Detail from

  Courtesy of Herb Glass


  
I

  ANTECEDENT REVOLVERS

  IN WRITING of the single action Colt whose original trade name was the Peacemaker, care must be taken in the use of the word “first.” Just as the Colt was not the first revolver invented, neither was the Peacemaker the original metallic cartridge revolver of military calibre, nor even the initial weapon of this kind of Colt manufacture. Yet it was and is a “first” in many ways. It was the first cartridge revolver to be officially adopted by the United States Army. Thereafter it prevailed over all rivals in trials conducted by the Ordnance Department, until the single action system was superseded. By all odds, it was the favorite choice among hand firearms of frontiersmen and cowboys. It has enjoyed the longest popularity of any model of revolver yet made and it remains the outstanding leader among weapons of its kind in numbers produced. But the story of the Peacemaker is more than a series of statistical superlatives, for a life span from the Cheyenne War to the Battle of Britain necessarily encompasses a lot of history. In the making of this history the single action Colt has become as much a part of American folklore as the picturesque users of the gun itself.

  For the progenitors of the Peacemaker one must go back to the cap-and-ball “Paterson,” the earliest revolver invented by Samuel Colt and dated by his first American patent of February 25, 1836. Features of this arm, which derives its name from having been made at Paterson, New Jersey, by the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company, are traceable in all later revolvers of Colt design, even down to the present day. Yet it was the next model, made after a lapse of years at Whitneyville, Connecticut, with modifications worked out by Colt and Captain Samuel H. Walker, that gave the succeeding line of pistols to and including the subject of this study their more precise form, and great utility. This weapon of 1847, known as the “Walker,” while of considerably greater dimensions than later models, achieved a minimum and simplicity of working parts never bettered in percussion revolver design. From it derived in sequence, the 1848 “Dragoon,” the 1851 “Navy” and the military models developed just before the War Between the States, the latter being the immediate cap-and-ball ancestors of the Peacemaker.
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  Colt’s Navy Model of 1851, calibre .36, made c. 1855

  Courtesy of The Confederate Museum

  In the War of 1861-1865 the hand firearm used more than any other on both sides was the .44 calibre percussion Colt revolver, Army Model of 1860. For the Union Army this statement is susceptible of statistical proof, since a Congressional investigation of the purchase of arms during the War has provided very complete figures on procurements by the Ordnance Department.1 Of nearly 400,000 Colt revolvers manufactured from 1861 to 1865, the Ordnance Department bought directly 129,156 of Army or .44 calibre and 2,056 of Navy or .36 calibre. These were obtained under a series of contracts with Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company dating from May 4, 1861, to November 10, 1863. In the early months of the War the Department also secured from some twenty dealers, of which Joseph C. Grubb & Co. of Philadelphia, B. Kittredge & Co. of Cincinnati, and Schuyler, Hartley & Graham of New York were the principal ones, lots of Colt revolvers amounting to about 12,000 Navy and 2,500 Army size, bringing the grand total of Ordnance Department procurements to some 146,000. A large number of pistols were also supplied to troops by the States or purchased by officers and men with their own funds. The number of Colts used in the War would undoubtedly have been greater still had not a disastrous fire at the Colt factory in February, 1864, destroyed the building where the revolvers were made.
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  Pair of Colt’s Army Model of 1860, calibre .44, inscribed “Gen. John H. Morgan Kentucky”

  Courtesy of The Confederate Museum

  The revolver next in popularity to the Colt was the Remington, of which 115,563 in .44 calibre and 12,251 in .36 calibre were procured directly, plus about 4,000 in both sizes from dealers. Army contracts with E. Remington & Sons ran from June 13, 1862, to October 24, 1864, the last delivery of revolvers being made in March of 1865. Not all of these were issued, since it is of record that the Ordnance Department subsequently sold off 10,000 of .44 calibre and exchanged 5,000 more Remington percussion revolvers for an equal number of single shot breechloading pistols of .50 calibre.2 Twenty-five dollars a revolver was the first contract price for .44 Colts, but the cost dropped to $14.50 and then $14 in 1862 when competition from Remington and other makers developed.3 Remingtons were first sold for $15 and later $12, but in the final contract of October 24, 1864, when there was apparently no competition from Colt’s, the price rose to $15.50.

  In the Confederate Army the preference for the Colt was more decided, although not as easily demonstrated. During the War arms of Northern make were not readily obtainable in the South. Importation of pistols from abroad and a limited manufacture of replicas at home were the only direct means of procurement. Yet one has only to view the assortment of pistols preserved in the Confederate Museum at Richmond to realize that the genuine Colt revolver, and particularly the most up-to-date army model, was by far the favorite firearm of Southern officers and cavalrymen.4 For every Adams, Le Mat or Remington in the collection, there are at least five Colts, of which some two-thirds are .44 calibre of the 1860 Model. Some of these belonged to regular officers prior to the beginning of the conflict, but many, judging from condition and serial numbers, were battlefield captures.5 The Confederate soldier recognized clearly the most effective military pistol of the time, and took the shortest route to its possession.
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  After the War the large supply of Colt .44 percussion pistols continued in military service, as well as the model of Remington army revolver introduced in 1863, a solid frame type of like calibre. That these percussion arms remained the latest in use for several years is indicated by a letter of a correspondent signing himself “R. A.” [Regular Army?] published in the Army and Navy Journal of March 16, 1867:6

  Sir: It is passing strange that while so much is being done in the way of perfecting the rifle and carbine, we hear nothing of an improved Army pistol. There are as many different pocket pistols, revolvers and repeaters as there are breech-loading rifles, but most of them are poor affairs for troops, and Colt’s and Remington’s Army pistols are still the best we have for the service; but we greatly need a better weapon of this kind. We want a pistol to use the metallic cartridge, of the calibre to be adopted for the new carbines (.45 or .50); or the Colt and Remington pistols might be altered to use metallic explosive cartridges, by cutting off the rear of the cylinder, so as to make it similar to Smith & Wesson’s pistol cylinders; shortening the space in which the cylinder plays, and altering the hammer slightly. Everyone in the Army knows the great inconvenience of loading and capping an army pistol while in motion on horseback, and also the great number of pistol cartridges that are destroyed in the cartridge box, and in loading. With the metallic cartridge this waste does not occur. . . .
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  Cased Pair of Colt’s Navy Model of 1861, calibre .36, presented to Maj. Gen. Sheridan

  Courtesy of The Smithsonian Institution

  The Remington appears to have been the first revolver converted to cartridge loading to reach the hands of troops. A few specimens are known bearing on the altered cylinder the patent date “APRIL 39D, 1855,”7 thus raising the presumption that the alteration was licensed under the Rollin White patent for a bored-through cylinder. The debates in Congress on a bill which would have granted a rehearing of Rollin White’s petition for extension of his patent indicate that he and Smith & Wesson had given the Government the right to use the patent and a release for past use.8 But these licenses were not granted until late in 1869, and then only as a means of meeting the objections of the Ordnance Department to the extension. Where the converting was initially done is perhaps suggested by a listing in an early advertisement of the Union Metallic Cartridge Co. There the .46 calibre rimfire cartridge which the converted Remington utilized is described as “adapted to Remington’s S. & W. Metallic cartridge Army revolver.”9

  Colt’s meanwhile had not been idle in attempting to meet the requirements of the service. But the obstacle of the Rollin White patent precluded that company for several years from producing a breechloading revolver of military calibre that was both legitimate and practical. The story of Colt’s unsatisfactory experiment with the front loading Thuer alteration, which, though submitted to the ordnance authorities of both the United States and Great Britain, was purchased by neither government nor issued to troops, has been told in an article in The American Rifleman of April, 1949. This has been reprinted by the kind permission of that magazine in the Appendix.
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  Remington Alteration, calibre .46, under Rollin White Patent

  Courtesy of Winchester Repeating Arms Company
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  From a Remington Price List c. 1872

  Courtesy of G. Charter Harrison, Jr.

  Conversion of the Remington soon led to criticism of the continued use by the military of the arm in its percussion form. Thus the Army and Navy Journal, in an editorial of September 25, 1869, commented:10

  Officers of the Cavalry regiments stationed in the Indian country complain that many of the arms issued by the Government to their commands do not come up to the standard of efficiency which the peculiar nature of frontier service demands. . . . The Remington revolver, adopted as the standard arm of the service, also comes in for its share of censure, at least those belonging to the first and imperfect issue of several years ago. . . . The Remington revolver of recent issue is an undeniably good weapon. Its range is great and it can be relied on for accuracy. It is the old issue to which exceptions are taken.

  Portions of the editorial not quoted confirm that the later and more satisfactory Remington was an improved model, i.e., a conversion. The Journal dwelt at length on the inadequacy of muzzle-loading or single-shot arms in Indian warfare, reaching the conclusion that Captain Fetterman’s command could have held out until relieved if it had been armed with breechloading repeaters. This incident, which took place December 21, 1866, near Fort Phil Kearney in Wyoming, was a forerunner of Custer’s last stand a decade later. Captain Fetterman, who had boasted that given eighty men he would “ride through the whole Sioux Nation,” was sent out from the fort to relieve a wood train. Disregarding cautionary orders he chased a few mounted Indians into an ambush of several thousand Cheyennes and Sioux. His command of eighty men was split, surrounded and wiped out in about forty minutes. The Indians were armed almost entirely with bows and arrows, only six of the dead soldiers showing gunshot wounds. Some of the troops had Sharps carbines, others Springfield muzzle-loaders. Two frontiersmen in the party who also lost their lives were armed with Henry repeating rifles.11
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  From a Remington Price List c. 1872

  Courtesy of G. Charter Harrison, Jr.

  After the Fetterman massacre the Indians, taking as it were a leaf from the book of the Confederates, made much use of captured Army firearms, including revolvers. An inventory of 410 arms taken from the Sioux and Cheyennes in 1877 included 123 revolvers, of which 69 were Colts and 41 Remingtons. Most of these were battered and unserviceable, at least by Army standards, although the ordnance officer examining them reported that “many of them could be used by so enterprising an enemy as the American Indian.” These hand arms were with one exception cap-and-ball revolvers, which are known to have been used by the Indians in their fight with Custer on the Little Big Horn. There is also a record of several cartridge Colts, a pair of Smith & Wessons and a Schofield surrendered by the Cheyennes in 1878.12 The utilization by the Indians of such arms affords perhaps another example that the keenest judge of the value of a military weapon is the enemy. Indian accounts of the capture of cartridge revolvers in the campaigns of 1876 are given in George Bird Grinnell’s The Fighting Cheyennes. He records that the Indians habitually saved all metallic cartridge cases and with reloading outfits, powder and lead acquired by trade, were able to keep themselves supplied with ammunition for breechloading weapons.13 This adaptability is noted in a contemporary report of an experienced Indian fighter, Major George B. Sanford, 1st Cavalry, as follows:14

  Years of constant warfare have made of the Indians of our western territories partisan warriors, unequalled probably in their special mode of warfare by any people on earth. . . . The whole life of an Indian warrior from his boyhood is a constant preparation for the day of battle. Prompt to learn everything pertaining to warfare, they have copied from us, their hereditary enemies, whatever could be useful to them, while discarding such portions of our military system as would interfere with the personal liberty of the individual.

  Comment on the lessons of the Fetterman massacre, the less disastrous Wagon Box fight of August 2, 1867, and Colonel Forsyth’s successful stand at the Arikaree River in September, 1868,15 undoubtedly prompted the appointment by the War Department of the Small Arms and Accoutrements Board which met at St. Louis early in 1870. Submitted for its examination were, besides a variety of long arms, several Remington .44 calibre revolvers, both percussion and altered to cartridge loading in four different styles; a Smith & Wesson .44 calibre revolver, precursor of the American Model; several National Arms and Whitney revolvers, and the Remington single shot pistol of .50 calibre, later known as the Army Model of 1871. No Colt example, altered or otherwise, was among the pistols submitted. The Board selected in the order of relative merit the Remington single shot, the Smith & Wesson, and one of the Remington revolver alterations. Its findings were reported in the Army and Navy Journal of July 23, 1870, as follows:16

  
    The Remington is the only single-barrelled pistol submitted. It is an excellent weapon but should be so modified as to load at the half-cock.

    The Smith & Wesson is decidedly superior to any other revolver submitted. It should be modified as follows, viz.: made centre fire; the cylinder lengthened so as to close the space in front of the breech-block, and counter sunk to cover the rim of the cartridge; calibre increased to the standard.

    .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

    Pistols and revolvers should have the “saw-handle” so shaped that in bringing the weapon from the holster to an aim, it will not be necessary to change the first grasp or bend the wrist.

    .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

    When time will permit, cavalry troops should be instructed in the use of all these arms; and all should be kept on hand with small bodies on the frontier, where every variety of cavalry service may be required.
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COLT'S NEW TARGET REVOLVER.

N.B.—No moveable fore and rear Sights are now
allowed by the National Rifie Association in Com-
petitions, only Military “FIXED” Sights.

These Revolvers can be made to order for the .32, .38, and .44 Cal. American Magazine Rifle
Cartridges; also for the 45 Cal. American, and .44 Cal. Russian, and for the various English Military
Pistol Cartridges. Price £6 each.

WIMBLEDON REVOLVER PRIZE SHOOTING, 1889.

SEVEN HIGHEST SCORES MADE.
1st xixa T

'ARGET. 2nd D ‘TARGET. Tae Orricers’ RevoLver Prizes.
1st.Seore ... . 40 coLT 1st Score. 1st Scora. 7 COLT
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South London Revolver Club, 1889.

PRIZES WON—COLT, 65 out of 87.  Highest possible Scorcs during the year—COLT, 5 out of 6.

CHAMPIONSHIP OF THE OLUB WON WITH A COLT REVOLVER.

Scottish Rifle Association Revolver Competition, Glasgow, 1888-89.

1888—Three highest Seores made.

1880—Three highest Seores made.
1st Seore .. coLT Ist Seore .. 3 coL?
2nd O 2d
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& ian & Jersey Rifle Revolver C 1889.

COLT’S REVOLVERS CARRIED OFF AX.XL. PRIZES.

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 18809.
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REMINGTON'S BREECH-LOADING ARMY & NAVY PISTOL.

Full length, 11iin. 8 in. Barrel, weight, 2 lbs.

PRICE.- mur-d . BI85

Nickel plated frame . . . 1450

h:ll n'ckel plated 3 L 15,26

EXTRA FOR Ivory stock . 1100
Engraving 50

Uses this Cartridge.

Camriimies, $300 per 100

50-100 Calibre. Bun or Centre fire,
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And the said part & of the first part doco further engage and contract, that no member of Congress, cfficer of the Army, or any|
agent of the military service, or other person forbidden by law so to do, s, or shall be, admitted to any share or part of this contract,
or agreement, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.

And it is hereby expressly provided, and this contract is upon the express condition, that if any such member of Congress, officer
of the Army, or other person above named, is, or shatl be, admitted to any share or part of this contract, or to any benefit to arise under
it, or in case the part4/ of the first part shull in uny respect fil to perform this contract on, zZ7 part, the same may be, at the option of
the Uhited States, declared null and void, without affecting their right to fecover for defaults which may have occurred.

Tvis further stipulated and agreed, that if any default shall be made by the part ¢ of the first part in delivering all or any of the
articles mentioned in this contract, of the quality and at the times and place therein provided, that then, in that case, the said part
will forfeit and pay to the United States the sum of 4;%,7 st M% m,a) —

~ dollars, as agreed, and liquidated damages.
The said ol Dot 22 - shall indemnify the United States and all persons|

7
acting under them for all liability on account of any patent rights heretoforé granted by the United States; and in case of overwhelming

and unforescen accident by fire or otherwise, the circumstances shall be taken into equitable consideration by the United States before.

cluiming forfeiture for non-delivery at the times specified.
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And the said UniTeED STATES do hereby contractand engage with the said par‘%of the first part as follows: That for each of the

| articles herein contracted for which shall be delivered, inspected, and approved as aforesaid, there shall be paid, in the funds aforesaid, to
nys 4 Ay , .
‘thesald %m WW»«%@ W/ﬁ ﬁ,@/

the sovenaméor hkixs, executors\dx_admipisiratens, on bills in triplicate, made in approved form, and duly authenticated by the
proper officers of the Ordnance Department, the sum of mm« [ 4 /GJ%MWM iy Ay
Signed, scaled, and delivered M r

| in presence of —

FD S

APPROVED:

Brig. General,

M /W £ Thief of Ordnance.

[ 480-cent Revenue-Stamp here. ]
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NoTe.—This request will be signed by the claimant, after inserting the name and post offce addréks
of the party to whom the Treasury draft is to bo remitted.

B.27.3.80.10.31)
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COLT’S

American Government Cavalry Revolver,
‘450 Cal.

Known as “FRONTIER PISTOL,” if made for the .440 cal.
Cartridge, as used in the Colt and Winchester Magazine Rifle.

Extract from SIR SAMUEL BAKER'S “ Wild Boasts and their Ways,” Page 217.

“Early on the following morning I sent for the bear's skin. It proved to be a large silver-tipped, and a closo
examination exhibited the diffculties of the encounter during darkness. . . . . The ‘eight’s’ was the only
bullet that struck the bear!  This had chtered between the shoulders vertically. . . . The bullet had passed
through the centre of the heart, and had escaped near the brisket, having penetrated completely through this
formidable animal. Upon my return to England T immediately purchased a similar Revolver of Messns. Colt & Co.—
tho ong-Frontir” Pl 130 lo”

(The Draang i oty he
S b

450 cal
Full size of American Cartidges.
Length of the Pistol, 124 inches.
Length of Barrel, 74 inche
Weight, 2 1bs. 5 oz,
440 cal.

Tho 460 el Gartridge contaln-powdor 40 grainsand & bulet of 260 grains
The 440 cal. Cartridge—powder 40 grains and a bullet of 200

Price £6. Plated £5 10s. Case complete, to order, £1 bs. Holster Belt and Pouch, £1.;

American Cartridges, .45 cal. 10s, per 100. | English Cartridges, .455 cal. 9s. per 100.
1. 1.

» N 44 cal 108, ,, !, ” 450 cal. 85

Complete Set of Reloading Tools for .45 and .44 cal. Cartridges, Bullet Mould included,
28s. per set.
Primers, per 1000, 7s.  Capped Shells, per 1000, 50s.  Bullets, per 1000, 26s.

This Pistol, for fully twenty years now, has kept up ils reputation for being superior to all
others in disabling powers, accuracy of fire, and, before all, in durability. During the three
meetings of the National Rifle Association at Wimbledon and Bisley Common, in 1889, 1890, and
1891, the only years of whick the Company has full records, these Pistols were the preferred
weapons, and they won most of the Prizes, while move than sixty thousand shots were fired with
them without @ SINGLE mishap occurring. The United States Cavalry use no other.
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» in the State of » as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the United
States of America in the penal sum of 2 /2670 Z#oseoecdd™ dollars, to be paid to the said United States, or to
heir certain attorney; for which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, .our heirs, executors, and administrators,

jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals, and dated the @ 3 P?%“day of

. D. 183
wanas the sbove-bounden s itz oo Birece g M

fentered into the contract with the United States set forth in the foregoing covenaut: Now, therefore, the conditions of this obligation
oir Bl - vesy Ireivenexexulons, ¢ i shall well and faithfully

fare such that if the sai
ulfill each and every one of the aforesaid covenants, this obligation to be null and yoid; otherwise, to be and remain in full force and virtue.
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under diréction and by authority of the Secretary of War, for and in their behalf, of the second part, WITNESSETH: That the
partc/ of the first part doé/hereby contract and engage with the said United States to furnish
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