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				Introduction

				In these stories, God works in both supernatural ways and also in quiet, ordinary ways. He unfolds, as the Bible says, beauty out of ashes; he brings healing, comfort, hope, and joy out of seemingly impossible situations. When God works in the lives of his people, those lives are forever changed. Hearts are mended. Relationships are restored. Bodies are healed. Faith is strengthened.

				Just as God eventually answered the deepest needs and longings of those within these stories, hopefully you, the reader, experience the blessing of Psalm 20, verse 4: “May He grant your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans.”

	
				Beyond Frustration

				By Julie A. Blodgett

				It was a Friday evening at about 5:30, and I had just backed into the pickup truck parked next to the building behind me. I let a few words that Christian ladies shouldn’t say slip from my lips as I thought about my missed insurance payment last month. Not to mention, the parking lot I was pulling out of was that of a prospective employer.

				My first thought was to leave and not even tell anyone I was the one who did it. But just minutes ago, while making small talk during the job interview, I had mentioned that I always report all my income to the IRS, which gave the interviewer the impression I am an honest person. Needless to say, lying wouldn’t work, because I’m not good at it.

				Besides, I thought, as I surveyed the damage done, “there’s green paint from my car right on the dent, and they’re gonna know I was the last person parked here.”
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