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Ok so I’m just letting you know that it gets reeeally reeeally gross in here so if you have a weak stomach . . . get a bucket just in case!
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For Mel,

my inspiration
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Don’t you hate it when you have a cold and your mom keeps bugging you to study your snot? It’s bad enough that you’re coughing and sneezing all over the place but then you blow your nose and suddenly the most important thing in the world to your mom is “What color is it?!”

I don’t know and I don’t care! But no no, I have to look at it and decide on its color. I mean really . . . anything else you’d like to know, Mom? You know, like texture, stretchiness? Should I stick my finger in it for thirty seconds to guess the temperature?

I blow my nose and there’s enough snot to fill an Olympic swimming pool and the last thing I want to do is keep the tissue and open it so that I can look at it. It’s like trying to hold jelly with soapy hands. It’s rolling about in there and sloshing up the edges trying to escape while at the same time soaking the tissue more and more so that it can break through and end up sitting in the palm of my hand at any second now.

But can’t I just throw it away? Nope. Because every single time I blow . . . “What color is it now?” Arrrh! I’ve got a better idea . . . here’s my snot-filled tissue Mom, you have a look at it!

Apparently, there’s some sort of secret code in the color that tells our moms just how sick we are. Yep, don’t worry about going to the doctor’s. They’ve only studied medicine at university for years and years . . . Mom just needs to find out the color of my snot to instantly know how sick I am.

I wish I knew which color meant what. Then I could just soak the right colored marker in the pool of snot to get the color that means “you’re too sick to go to school today.”

And Mom gets all cranky if I try and do the right thing and tell her exactly what color it is. Like this morning when she asked about the color and I said “chartreuse.” Boy did she hit the roof. Then she started nagging on and on about how I wasn’t too sick to be a smartbutt! Hey, I was just trying to be accurate. It was yellowy green after all.

And there’s heaps of varying shades of yellowy green and browny green. But if you take a really close, microscopic look you can see that it’s always a shade of green . . . and I reckon I know why.
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When you spit, it’s pretty much just clear gunk. But! Your boogers are laying around in your nose for ages because it all gets stuck around the tiny little hairs inside your nostrils . . . right?!

Well I reckon your nose mucus is just like cheese. The longer you leave it in there, the moldier and greener it gets. Simple. And when you think about it, it makes perfect sense. The longer it stays, the moldier it gets. The moldier it gets, the greener it gets, and eventually it gets so moldy that you get sick. And when you get sick, you blow your nose and guess what . . . moldy boogers, it’s green!

So there you are. Picking your nose gets rid of all the old stuff so that it doesn’t go moldy.

Which is proof that the more you pick your nose, the healthier you’ll be.

But then again, I reckon boogers might actually be brain leakage.

Yep, some of the kids at my school that pick their nose are definitely pulling out brain.

Toffee Thomas shoves his fingers up his nostrils right up to his elbows! Then he scrapes the sides to make sure that he doesn’t miss any and wiggles his fingers around in there like he’s mixing paint.

I reckon his brain’s probably been mashed up like a bowl of jelly. So I’m pretty sure it’s not boogers he’s yanking out of his nostrils . . . it’s bits of chopped up brain.

So maybe picking your nose isn’t such a good idea after all!
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Boogers! One of the most amazing, fantastic, totally awesome, and versatile forms of mucus ever in the whole entire universe.

Yep, I figure that whoever made “cavemen” chucked a few guys and girls onto Earth, tossed in some animals and plants and other junk, then took off. Naturally, cavemen weren’t very bright, so they wandered around all day with these real “derrr” looks on their face and dribble dripping from the corner of their mouths. Just walkin’ around banging into boulders, letting dinosaurs eat them, stepping on snakes, and eating cactus and other stuff like that. Walking, smacking into stuff, being eaten, getting poisoned . . . walking, smacking, eaten, poisoned . . . “Derrr” smack, thud, arghh! “Derrr” smack, thud, arghh! So of course the moment they stopped being eaten by dinosaurs and ate them instead, the men’s brains started to grow. And that’s when they realized that they were utterly and totally bored!
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