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To Mrs. Quinaz: You were not only a teacher but a mother to me. Thank you for always encouraging me to write and follow my dreams.

—MARY FASHIK

To all disabled kids who can see themselves in this book and feel included.

—DANIELLE PIOLI
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[image: Chapter 1] The First Day of School


Adeline arrived on her first day at a new school. She was ready to start her day but felt extra nervous. Thankfully she already had one friend to hang out with: Maya. Her tummy made jumps and loops as she looked at the big doors ahead of her. Her heart beat quickly. The feeling was made worse when her mom began unloading her chair from the car. Time dragged on and it felt like forever. She wished she could just hop out of the car and rush into school like nondisabled kids.

Adeline moved through the entry doors and looked around. She took in the fun decorations. The walls were painted in shades of red, blue, gold. The classroom doors were decorated with apples, rulers, and pencils, and other back-to-school pictures. A banner hung over the hallway that said: “Welcome Back!” There were grown-ups dropping off kids while some of her classmates were talking and playing near the entrance. As Maya went down the hallways, she saw teachers writing on the boards in the classrooms.

“Adeline!”

A voice stopped her thoughts. It was Maya, her next-door neighbor. Over the summer, the two had become best friends. Maya was similar to Adeline. She was always curious about everything. She told Adeline that she couldn’t wait to find out who was moving in when she saw the big moving truck next door. Maya and her mom had appeared at the front door only a little while after the movers finished unloading.

Maya and Adeline got along right away, which surprised Adeline. It usually took a while for her to make new friends. Most of the time, she wasn’t sure if the kids she met were used to being around a wheelchair or if they had ever even seen one. She often had to answer a lot of questions that she sometimes felt were too personal or that she wasn’t in the mood to answer. Things were different with Maya, though. The first question she asked Adeline wasn’t about her chair or disability; it was about a TV show. It also happened to be Adeline’s favorite, which meant the two instantly had something to talk about.

The two also learned they both loved spaghetti and hated carrots. Maya learned about Adeline and what it meant to be disabled. Adeline showed Maya her wheelchair and everything it could and couldn’t do. Baking was another hobby they had in common since both of them were very interested in science. They treated it like chemistry, putting on their aprons as if they were putting on lab coats. They spent a lot of the summer baking everything from macaroons to cherry cake. They loved experimenting with new flavors.
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