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				Introduction

				Whether you’re a teacher on the front lines or a student grateful for the dedication, passion, and generosity of a favorite mentor, these stories are just what the principal ordered. 

				A Cup of Comfort® Stories for Teachers celebrates inspirational teachers and the students and mentors who inspire them. I hope you enjoy their uplifting and insightful true stories. And I hope they inspire others to become teachers too. 

	
				Last One Out

				By Priscilla Whitley

				The traffic is light at 4:45 a.m. He zips to the golf course first. After putting in an hour and a half at that job, he is back on the expressway by 6:30. Down through the back streets of Philadelphia to pick up a student and on to the high school by 7:10. Up three flights of stairs, unlock the classroom door, and by 7:30, he has started another day at Edison High School. Not a bad morning for a fifty-seven-year-old man.

				Inner-city Philadelphia is a tough place. The kids are tough because life hasn’t dealt them the privileges that living in the suburbs offers. Their home life can be smattered with broken families and constant change. Hope is not always evident. Young girls too often become young mothers, and young boys don’t always live long enough to become young men. Going to school could offer them a way out, but first they have to get through those four years. Their start is the freshman seminar class, with Bob Schlichtmann as their teacher. Now, they have a chance.
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