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Introduction
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People have lived in what we now call Yellowstone National Park for thousands of years. Indians were using the area when mountain men (fur trappers) traveled through it in the early to mid-1800s. Some of these men returned to civilization with fantastic stories of bubbling grounds and hot water shooting into the air, but most people didn’t believe them. That changed as explorers probed the area, especially after 1871 when Ferdinand Hayden led the third government-sponsored expedition into the Yellowstone country. To prove his findings, he took along William Henry Jackson to photograph the sights, and just in case the photos didn’t turn out, he included Thomas Moran, an artist. Between photos and paintings the group had enough evidence of Yellowstone’s wonders to approach Congress and suggest this land become a national park. In 1872, it did, becoming the first national park in the world.
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Yellowstone’s official, and very appropriate, nickname is “Wonderland,” and visitors come by the millions every year to see this land of wonders. Most stay only a day or two. Some explore every possible corner of the park, and a few are so awed by Yellowstone, they move to Wyoming, Montana, or Idaho, just to be close to it.
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More than in any one place on earth, Yellowstone’s 2.2 million acres offer Native American history, local and western history, wildlife galore, geysers and hot springs, waterfalls, spectacular scenery, hiking and skiing trails, and at certain times of year, solitude.


What I Saw in Yellowstone will help you find and identify the park’s most frequently seen plants, animals, geothermal features, and more, whether you’re driving park roads, resting at pull-offs, or hiking. But one major caution: Yellowstone is not an amusement park or a zoo. What you see here is real and can hurt you if you don’t use common sense and obey park rules.


Of course What I Saw in Yellowstone can’t possibly cover everything you’ll see—that would take volumes and volumes. For example, great horned and great gray owls live here, but because they’re mostly nocturnal (active at night) you’re not likely to see them. Some mammals are so uncommon, like the wolverine, that they haven’t made the book either.
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But this book has plenty of things to look for. See how many items you can check off, and let your parents help so you can all learn such things as:
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	★ More than Half of the geysers in the world are in Yellowstone. There are more than 10,000 hydrothermal features, including 300-plus geysers, in the park

	★ Canyon Visitor Education Center has ex-hibits on Yellowstone’s caldera, the supervolcano, and a mysterious kugel ball.

	★ The Old Faithful Visit or Education Center, which opened in 2010, is one of the greenest (environmentally friendly) centers in the country. It has terrific interactive, hands-on exhibits on sustain-ability and park features.
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If you see a plant or animal you can’t identify, take a photo and show it to a park ranger, who will do his or her best to help you. If you stump the ranger, go to any of the Yellowstone Association sites (located in most visitor centers) or concessionaires’ stores, where you’ll find hundreds of books (some in foreign languages) on Yellowstone and everything connected to it.


To have a safe trip through Yellowstone, there are some “do’s and don’ts” that you should pay careful attention to:



	★ Don’t feed any wildlife: It’s dangerous to you and certainly not good for the animal.

	★ Don’t ever throw anything into a geyser, thermal pool, or hot spring—you will damage it.

	★ Don’t step on thermal features—stay on paths and boardwalks. People have died from falling into boiling waters.

	★ Do keep your distance: That huge awkward-looking bison can outrun you. Park rules state that you need to stay 100 yards (that’s a football field) away from bears and wolves, and 25 yards away from all other large animals.

	★ Do take lots of photos, explore the trails and geyser basins, read the interpretive signs, stop at the visitor centers— and have fun.



America’s Wonderland has it all— history, geysers, mud pots, bears, wolves, and now you. Welcome to Yellowstone!
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Bison

(Bos bison)


Bison are one of the great wildlife symbols of Yellowstone National Park, and they are easy to see from the roads. You might see them wandering through human areas, but don’t approach them because they can be dangerous. In fact, more park visitors have been hurt by bison than any other animal, including grizzly bears.

Bison are often called buffalo, although scientifically speaking, true buffalo and bison are not the same. But if you call a bison a buffalo, everyone will know what you mean.

Male bison are called bulls, females are cows, and their young are calves. Both males and females have thick horns, and they have long, dense hair on their heads and shoulders. The reddish brown calves are born in April and May; as they get older they become dark brown like their parents.
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