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				Introduction

				One of the reasons we humans, or at least those who are ailurophiles, are so enamored with cats is that they possess certain characteristics we desire for ourselves but rarely achieve. Who wouldn’t want to have these qualities: physical beauty, strength, and agility; an independent spirit; elegance and grace; the ability both to relax completely and to focus completely; the ability to be affectionate and playful at will and for no other reason; expressiveness; courage; discernment; self-possession? 

				Perhaps that — being self-possessed, comfortable in one’s own skin — is the most appealing aspect of the feline personality. Such individuality inspires us to be true to ourselves and to be tolerant of others. That is but one of many life lessons our cats have to teach us — as evidenced by the stories featured in A Cup of Comfort® Stories for Cat Lovers. These stories are as varied and engaging as the different cats and cat lovers in the world. Yet each celebrates the quintessential “free soul” of these fascinating creatures and the tremendous comfort they bring to our lives.

	
				The Only Good Cat Dad Ever Met

				By Judy Swanson

				“You got a what?” my dad said in disbelief. “I never met a cat that was worth a darn. Your Aunt Eileen used to bring cats home when we were kids. They were either climbing my mother’s lace curtains or streaking through the house like wildfire, hissing and scratching when someone tried to touch them.

				“I wouldn’t have a cat in the house for anything,” he continued. “I thought I’d taught you that dogs are the best pets. Dogs are always happy to see you, especially if you’ve had a really bad day; always ready to go fishing or hunting, take a walk, or just sleep at your feet. Shoulda got a dog, you’ll see.”
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