
[image: Cover: All the Sh*t You Should Have Learned, by Paul Kleinman]



Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.




CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP




Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.






[image: All the Sh*t You Should Have Learned by Paul Kleinman, Adams Media]







INTRODUCTION


When did the Ming Dynasty rule?

What is the Pythagorean Theorem used to calculate?

How many layers does the Earth have?



At some point, you probably knew the answer to at least one of these questions. Sure, you may have no idea what the answer is right now, but that’s not your fault. You’ve got a lot going on, and All the Sh*t You Should Have Learned understands that. What follows is a digestible re-education in everything you probably learned at one time or another, but forgot because your head is filled with so much other crap; crap like the dates of every family member’s birthday (your second cousin included), the roads you should avoid during rush hour, and the ingredients for your favorite meat sauce recipe.

In the following pages, you’ll be schooled in five academic subjects: History, Language, Math, Science, and Foreign Language. All the major players from your school days. But instead of getting one long lecture that makes your head pound, each subject is broken down into smaller topics, like Ancient Egypt, Logarithms, the Solar System, French, and Poetry. These nuggets of information avoid a brain dump of information, and help you retain all the wisdom you’ve accumulated instead of flushing it down the toilet.

So get comfortable, relax, and get ready to learn (or relearn) all the sh*t you should really already know.
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MESOPOTAMIA AND THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS

THE SUMERIANS Six thousand years ago, the first civilizations developed between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in what is now Iraq. The first civilization was known as Sumer, and the different villages developed self-governing city-states with a pyramidal temple, or ziggurat, at the center of each city-state. As a result of the location, there was seasonal flooding and a hot, dry environment. This led to very fertile ground, which farmers took advantage of, producing crops such as wheat, barley, sesame, and flax.

ZIGGURATS The ziggurats at the heart of each city-state served many purposes. Not only were they there for religious reasons, but they were also the center of daily life for the Sumerian people. The Sumerians believed there were many powerful gods in the sky, and they dedicated these large temples to them with steps leading to the top. The ziggurats were built of mud brick. At the very top of each, religious ceremonies were held.

THE AKKADIANS The Akkadians were a Semitic people from the Arabian Peninsula who increasingly came into conflict with the Sumerians as they migrated north. In 2340 B.C., Sargon, the Akkadian military leader, conquered Sumerian city-states and established an Akkadian empire over the land. Sargon established his rule in the city of Akkad, and created the largest empire known to humankind at that time. The empire was short lived, and in 2150 B.C., the Akkadian Empire fell.

BABYLONIA As the last Sumerian dynasty fell, the Amorites came to power, basing their capital in Babylon. One of the most notable legal texts in history comes from this time period, when the king, Hammurabi, created one of the first sets of written laws. This is called the Code of Hammurabi. These laws were written out so that all would know the punishments if they disobeyed them. One of the most famous paraphrases of this code is “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”

THE HITTITES No one knows the origins of the Hittites, and until recently, their language was undecipherable (it was in the Indo-European family). Their invasion brought the end of the Old Babylonian Empire; however, as they conquered Mesopotamia, they adopted the laws, literature, and religion of Old Babylon. The Hittites are most notable for their work involved in trade and commerce, which spread Mesopotamian literature and thought all over the Mediterranean.

INVENTIONS Many important inventions came out of Mesopotamia. The seed plow was revolutionary in agriculture, and allowed seeding and plowing to occur simultaneously. The people of Mesopotamia also created a writing system based on images called cuneiform, developed irrigation and sanitation methods, created glass, and around 3500 B.C., invented the wheel. They were also the first to harness wind energy by creating sails.
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XIA DYNASTY

REAL OR LEGEND? The Xia Dynasty, said to be the first imperial dynasty of China, is supposed to have lasted from the twenty-first to the seventeenth century B.C. with seventeen emperors. It is still up for debate whether the Xia Dynasty actually existed or whether it is merely a legend told in the ancient texts.

YU THE GREAT Da Yu, meaning “Yu the Great,” was the founder of the Xia Dynasty. He is famous for his involvement in stopping the great flooding of the Yangtze River, a process that lasted thirteen years. Yu the Great united the various ethnic groups, divided the land into nine provinces, and most notably, taught the people methods on how to control floodwater through the building of canals.

THE POLITICAL SYSTEMS Yu the Great chose to set up the Xia Dynasty under an abdication system, which meant choosing a leader based on ability. Following his death, his son, Qi, made himself emperor, officially ending the abdication system and creating a hereditary system. Fifteen offspring of Qi succeeded him, forming the first imperial dynasty in China.

DECLINE OF THE XIA DYNASTY The Shang Dynasty followed the Xia Dynasty. The last leader of the Xia Dynasty, Jie, was an oppressive and tyrannical emperor who killed many of his people. Eventually, the people of the Xia Dynasty began to revolt and followed the leadership of Tang, chief of the Shang tribe. The successful uprising led to the demise of the Xia Dynasty and the beginning of the Shang Dynasty, which would hold power from 1766 B.C. to 1122 B.C.

CONTROVERSIES TODAY In the 1920s, Gu Jiegang created a school of scholars in China called the Doubting Antiquity School. It was the first group of people to question whether the Xia Dynasty actually existed or whether it was just a legend; they cited the lack of archaeological findings corresponding to the historical texts. Today, scholar Sarah Allan argues that the Zhou Dynasty created Xia to justify their conquest of the dynasty that followed Xia, the Shang Dynasty.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS In 1959, a site was excavated in the city of Yanshi. The site included large palaces, and archaeologists at the time believed that this could be the capital of the Xia Dynasty. Over the next twenty years, many sites were uncovered, revealing tombs, urban sites, and bronze implements. These were discovered in areas where the ancient texts claimed the Xia Dynasty to be, and radiocarbon dating places the site to be from around 2100 to 1800 B.C. Recent research from 2016 employing stratigraphic data and radiocarbon dating confirms that the flood did occur at the beginning of the Xia Dynasty, around 1900 B.C. The debate as to whether this is the Xia Dynasty, or whether the Xia Dynasty even existed at all, continues to this day.
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ANCIENT EGYPT

PREDYNASTIC EGYPT Egypt’s history began similarly to that of Mesopotamia. Civilizations congregated around the Nile River around 5500 B.C. The largest civilization, the Badari, inhabited the northern part of Egypt, and was most known for high-quality stone tools, ceramics, and pottery and their use of copper. In the southern part of Egypt, the Naqada civilization arose. Over the course of 1,000 years, the Naqada controlled the tribes along the Nile, and created a full system of hieroglyphics for writing.

EARLY DYNASTIC EGYPT Around 3100 B.C., Upper and Lower Egypt united under the pharaoh Menes. Memphis, a part of Lower Egypt, was established as the capital of the land and became critical in trade and agriculture. It also provided a workforce. Notable from this time period were the mastaba tombs, which were large rectangular, flat-roofed structures made of stone and mud bricks that were built to celebrate pharaohs who had died.

THE OLD KINGDOM The Old Kingdom refers to the rule of the Third Dynasty to the Sixth Dynasty from 2686 to 2181 B.C. This is a time defined by a flourishing economy, a well-defined justice system, and a strong government. It was during this time that the famous pyramids of Giza were built, marking great artistic and technological advancements. A new class of educated scribes also arose.

THE MIDDLE KINGDOM The central government of the Old Kingdom collapsed in 2160 B.C., and around 2055 B.C., the prosperity and stability of Egypt was restored when Mentuhotep II came to power, beginning what is known as the Middle Kingdom. Once again, art, literature, and great monuments defined this period. One stark contrast between the art of this time and that of the Old Kingdom is that this work focused more on the individual and a democratization of the afterlife in which every person possessed a soul and was greeted by the gods and goddesses when they died.

THE NEW KINGDOM The New Kingdom lasted from the sixteenth to the eleventh century B.C. and was defined by military campaigns that made the Egyptian empire the largest it had ever been. Amenhotep IV, who changed his name to Akhenaten, instituted new and radical worship of a new sun god, Aten. Attacking the priestly establishment, Akhenaten eventually made Aten the only god. When Tutankhamun came to power after Akhenaten’s death, he returned Egypt to a polytheistic religion.

THE LATE PERIOD The Late Period lasted from 664 to 323 B.C. It is considered the end of the once-great Egyptian Empire. From 525 to 404 B.C., Egypt was part of the Persian Empire. The Twenty-Eighth Dynasty, led by Amyrtaeus, saw a revolt against the Persians; however, by the Thirtieth Dynasty in 343 B.C., the Persians had once again reoccupied the land.
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THE HUNS

WHO WERE THEY? In the fourth and fifth centuries A.D., a nomadic group of people from Central Asia spread to the Caspian Sea, coming into contact with the Roman Empire toward the end of its reign. These people were fierce warriors (with a specialty in archery), animal herders, and expert horsemen. The tribes were called the Hsiung-nu; however, in the West, they were referred to as the Huns.

CONQUERORS The Huns first overcame another nomadic group that lived between the Don and Volga Rivers, the Alani. From there, they attacked the Ostrogothic kingdom, and in 376, the Huns attacked the Visigoths. During the fifty years following their conquest of the Visigoths, the Huns firmly established their status with both the Western and Eastern Roman Empires through constant raids and attacks.

WEAPONRY The Huns relied on two powerful weapons: composite bows and horses. The Huns were excellent horseback riders and fought as cavalry. The groups they attacked could not escape their hit-and-run tactics, and using their bows and arrows allowed the Huns to attack their enemies and inflict injury from long ranges. Warriors of the Huns also carried swords, lassos, and lances.

ATTILA THE HUN In 432, the Huns became centralized under the leadership of one ruler, Rugila. Two years later, Rua died and his throne was passed on to his two nephews: Bleda and Attila. In 445, Attila killed his brother, taking complete control of the government and the Huns. Under Attila’s reign, the Huns defeated and conquered several rivals and made several attacks on the Roman Empire. Attila was one of the most-feared rulers of the time.

AFTER ATTILA Upon Attila’s death, Ellac, one of his sons, overcame his two brothers and became ruler of the Huns. However, former subjects of Attila began to revolt and united under Ardaric, the ruler of the Gepids. The Huns would fight Ardaric’s men in the Battle of Nedao in 454, and lose, ending their supremacy over Europe.

LEGENDS The stories of the Huns’ conquests played an important part in the folklore of the Germanic people. In particular, the Old Norse Volsunga Saga, an epic poem from thirteenth-century Iceland, and the Hervarar Saga ok Heiðreks make considerable mention of the Huns and the battles they fought. In the Hervarar Saga, a battle is depicted between the Huns and the Goths, and in the Nibelungenlied, another epic poem, a woman marries Attila the Hun.
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

WHAT THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE WAS The Ottoman Empire was based in Turkey and lasted from 1299 to 1923. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the Ottoman Empire was at its peak, with territory ranging from North Africa to southwestern Asia and southeastern Europe, across twenty-nine provinces. For six centuries, the empire’s capital city, Constantinople, was the center of interaction between the East and the West.

RISE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE The Ottoman Empire arose in the early fourteenth century, just as the Roman Empire began to fall. It was originally created when the empire of the Seljuk Turks broke down. As the Ottomans began absorbing other states, by the reign of Muhammad II (or Mehmed II) in 1451, all local Turkish dynasties had ended. Under Osman I and subsequent rulers, many attacks were aimed at the Byzantine Empire.

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE EXPANDS From the reign of Muhammad II onward, the Ottoman Empire expanded widely over the land. In 1453, the Ottomans took over Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire. Expansion of the Ottoman Empire reached its peak in the sixteenth century under Sultan Selim I and Süleyman I. The empire expanded to include Hungary, Transylvania, Persia, Egypt, Syria, and Greece.

SOCIETY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE One of the reasons the Ottoman Empire was so successful was its ability to unify a variety of people through its tolerance of other religions. This was done by establishing millets, which were religious groups of people that were able to practice and retain their own laws, language, and traditions of their religions. The many different ethnicities, however, led to a weakness in nationalism, one of the contributing factors of the empire’s decline.

DECLINE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE From the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, the Ottoman Empire faced many wars, rebellions, and treaties. This took a great toll on the empire economically. The Ottoman Empire would come to lose control of Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia, Romania, Herzegovina, Greece, and Egypt. By 1914, the once-flourishing Turkey was being referred to as “The sick man of Europe.”

COLLAPSE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE In 1908, a nationalist and reformist group called the Young Turks forced the restoration of the 1876 constitution. In 1909, the sultan was deposed by Parliament and replaced by Muhammad V. In the two Balkan Wars, Turkey lost nearly all of its European territory. During World War I, Turkey aligned with the Central Powers, and in 1918, the resistance collapsed, thus ending the Ottoman Empire.
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THE MAGNA CARTA

KING JOHN OF ENGLAND TAXES HIS PEOPLE King John came to power in 1199 and became one of the most controversial monarchs in the history of England. Though never liked as a ruler, King John, after a failed attack on France, set in motion the events leading to the creation of the Magna Carta in 1215. The mission against the French proved costly, and King John raised taxes on his people, causing outrage.

KING JOHN AND THE POPE In 1207, King John fought with Pope Innocent III over who should become Archbishop of Canterbury. As a result, the pope excommunicated the king, leading to increased tensions between the king and his people. Though the king would come to apologize, the pope was wary, and in 1214, he proclaimed that anyone who tried to overthrow King John would be legally allowed to do so. That year, King John lost another battle against the French, resulting in England losing its possessions to France.

THE CREATION OF THE MAGNA CARTA Following the loss against the French, the English revolted against King John. In 1215, the Magna Carta was created. To this day, it is still one of the most celebrated documents ever written. Literally meaning “the Great Charter,” the Magna Carta consisted of thirty-seven laws that greatly reduced the power of the king and allowed for the formation of a parliament. King John of England was forced to sign the document.

CLAUSE 61 A large section of the Magna Carta is referred to today as Clause 61. This established the creation of a committee composed of twenty-five barons or representatives who would have the power to overcome the rule of the king at any time should he defy what was written in the Charter. If necessary, these barons could seize the king’s possessions and castles. Both King John and the pope refused to allow this, and England entered into a civil war, known as the First Barons’ War. The Magna Carta was only valid for three months, and was considered to be a failure.

THE MAGNA CARTA TODAY Today, only three of the original sixty-three clauses are still valid in England. The first clause guaranteed the liberties of the English Church. The second clause declared that London and all of the other cities, towns, ports, and boroughs would be allowed to enjoy their ancient customs and liberties. The last clause, and the most well-known of the three, states that no free man shall be imprisoned, seized, or stripped of his rights except by a lawful judgment by his equals, and that no one will be denied justice.

LASTING EFFECTS OF THE MAGNA CARTA The Magna Carta greatly influenced the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and the Bill of Rights during the writing of these documents. The third clause from the Magna Carta, which stated accused persons shall not be imprisoned until found guilty by their peers, is perhaps the most obvious influence, as it appears in the Fifth Amendment of the Bill of Rights. Also, the first clause included the principle of the separation of church and state.
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THE REFORMATION

POWER OF THE CHURCH By the beginning of the sixteenth century, Roman Catholicism was the only religion in Western Europe. The Church believed that it alone had the power to interpret the Bible. However, with the Renaissance and the invention of the printing press, people started believing the Church had too much control. In the fourteenth century, a man named John Wycliffe became the first to translate the Bible from Latin into English. This idea was soon picked up by Jan Hus of Bohemia, who began preaching his own sermons.

MARTIN LUTHER’S 95 THESES In 1517, Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk, became fed up with the Church’s policies of selling indulgences and misleading people. Luther wrote a series of theses against the practices of the Church (such as indulgences), as well as new ideas for a better religion (such as rejecting the authority of the pope). Luther nailed his 95 Theses on the door of the church at Wittenberg.

THE REFORMATION SPREADS THROUGHOUT THE LAND At the same time that Luther’s ideas began to spread, Ulrich Zwingli led a similar revolt in Switzerland. The printing press enabled the ideas of Luther and Zwingli to reach the general public; however, there were differences in some of their ideologies. The teachings of Luther would become established as Lutheranism. Soon, another voice would rise and become a prominent figure in the Protestant Reformation: John Calvin.

JOHN CALVIN In 1536, John Calvin, a lawyer, published Institutes of the Christian Religion, which is a statement of his theology. Calvin’s teachings gained in popularity, and soon Calvin would reform the Catholic Church in Geneva and force its citizens to follow his practices. Although Calvin and Luther were contemporaries and shared many similar beliefs, there were considerable differences. In particular, Calvinism espoused the idea of predestination, that a person was destined at birth to either be saved or doomed to damnation.

THE AFFAIR OF THE PLACARDS On October 18, 1534, citizens of Paris awoke to find the city covered with placards denouncing the Catholic Mass and condemning the Eucharist, among other things. These placards were also posted all around northern France and even on the king’s door. A group of Huguenots, French adherents of Calvinism, were deemed the culprits, and were burned at the stake. Suppression of Protestantism soon followed.

THE COUNTER-REFORMATION Initially, the Catholic Church thought nothing of the Reformation, but as it spread from country to country, the Church established the Council of Trent to repair the schism that was occurring. A Spanish nobleman named Ignatius of Loyola, who had renounced his military life, founded the Jesuits, a group that made reforms from within the Church. By the end of the sixteenth century, half of the lands lost to Protestant Reform returned to the Catholic Church, a divide that still exists today.
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ROME

THE FOUNDING MYTH According to legend, Romulus and Remus were the children of the god Mars. Mars feared they would one day kill him, and decided to drown them. They were rescued by a she-wolf and raised by her until ultimately being found by a shepherd and his wife. When the boys grew older, they decided to build a city. In a fight over who would rule the city, Romulus killed Remus with a rock. Romulus then named the city after himself, calling it Rome.

THE ROMAN KINGDOM The Roman Kingdom lasted from 753 to 509 B.C. Rome was established as a village on the Tiber River and was ruled by seven kings (with Romulus as the first) who were elected by the village to serve for life. According to legend, Romulus’s followers were mostly men from all classes, including slaves, and the shortage of women brought about the abduction of women from the neighboring tribe, the Sabines. The Roman Kingdom expanded to 350 square miles at this time. Most notably, a Senate of 100 men was created to act as an advisory council to the king.

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC After the last king, Tarquin Superbus (meaning Targuin “the Proud”) was overthrown, a republican system based on elected magistrates was put into effect, and along with the Senate, there was a new focus on separation of powers, and a system of checks and balances. The Roman Republic lasted from 500 to 30 B.C. During this time, Rome expanded throughout the Mediterranean and into North Africa, Greece, and the Iberian Peninsula. Toward the end of this time period, one of the most famous rulers, Julius Caesar, came to power and attempted to become a dictator of Rome.

THE ROMAN EMPIRE The Roman Empire, which lasted from 27 B.C. to A.D. 1453, began when Octavian took control of the empire after his great-uncle Julius Caesar was assassinated by a group of senators. The republic was never re-established, as the emperor held most of the power, but the Senate continued. Rome continued to expand, and by the time Trajan ruled (A.D. 98–117), the Roman Empire had expanded 2.5 million square miles. To better control the vast empire, authority was divided between four co-emperors. These divisions would ultimately divide the Roman Empire into a Western Empire and an Eastern Empire.

THE FALL OF ROME The Western Empire of Rome collapsed in 476 with an attack from the Visigoths. In 1453, the Eastern Empire collapsed, thus ending the great Roman Empire. There were several contributing factors that led to the fall of Rome, including its grand size, which made it hard to control its people; the influence and spread of the newly formed religion, Christianity; the spread of Islam; attacks from barbarians; inflation; and even lead poisoning.

THE COLOSSEUM Construction of the Colosseum, one of the best-known monumental structures associated with Rome, began in A.D. 72 and was completed eight years later. The amphitheater could seat 55,000 spectators and was 159 feet tall. Free games were held in the Colosseum for the public, representing power and prestige, and the events included comedy acts and gladiatorial fights to the death with animals and with other gladiators.
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THE MIDDLE AGES

THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES The Early Middle Ages, also known as the Dark Ages, followed the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, and lasted from the fifth century to the tenth century. From 400 to 700, Europe was greatly divided, and there was a great migration of Germanic and Slavic people. Besides the increase in migration, this time period was marked by an economic decline. Many empires rose and fell during this time, never being able to achieve the status or success of the Roman Empire. It was also during this time that feudalism started to appear.

THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES The High Middle Ages, which lasted from the eleventh to the thirteenth century, was defined by urbanization, a unifying religion in Christianity, and a rise in population and military expansion. It was during this time that the Crusades, a series of wars fought between Christians and Muslims over the Holy Land occurred. From the Crusades came contact with Arab science, math, and philosophy, which had been developed from the classical works of Ancient Greek philosophers. The contributions made by the Muslim world were passed on to Europe.

THE LATE MIDDLE AGES The Late Middle Ages, which lasted from 1300 to 1500, was defined by climate change, famine, disease, war, and social upheaval. The Great Famine of 1315 to 1317 and the Black Death led to an incredibly large loss of life. It was during this time that the Hundred Years’ War was fought between England and France, and it was in the Late Middle Ages that the schism in the Catholic Church occurred.

THE BLACK DEATH In 1347, Europe was struck by the Black Death (now known to have been the bubonic plague). It is believed that one-third to one-half of the entire population of Europe was killed by this plague. The common belief is that rats in ships arriving from Asia were infected with the disease. The disease would then move from rats to fleas, and then the fleas would bite humans, infecting them. From there, the disease would spread from human to human.

SCIENCE OF THE MIDDLE AGES Science during the Middle Ages focused on the natural world. Much of the scientific advancements were from the Islamic world, learned by Europeans as they traveled during the Crusades. One of the major fields of science Europeans learned from the Arab world was the study of astronomy. Another important field of science studied during this time was known as alchemy (or what we refer to as chemistry today).

INVENTIONS OF THE MIDDLE AGES There were many major technological advancements made during the Middle Ages. Among the most important inventions were the use of gunpowder, vertical windmills, the mechanical clock, the printing press, eyeglasses, and improvements on water mills. Advancements were made in agriculture as well, with the introduction of the heavy plow and three-field crop rotation.
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THE CRUSADES

THE FIRST CRUSADE The First Crusade lasted from 1096 to 1099. It was an attempt by Western Christians to recapture Jerusalem, the Holy Land, from the Muslims. Fearing that his country would fall to the Muslims, Alexius I of Constantinople called on Pope Urban II for help. The pope urged people to volunteer and repel the invading Turks, and the armies consisted of knights and, largely, of peasants. Eventually, Jerusalem was captured and the Kingdom of Jerusalem was created.

THE SECOND CRUSADE The Second Crusade took place from 1145 to 1149, and occurred after the city of Edessa, a crusader state established in the First Crusade, fell. This Crusade was announced by Pope Eugene III, and it was led by European kings from France and Germany. The armies of the two kings marched separately and were each defeated by the Seljuk Turks and the Crusade was considered a failure.

THE THIRD CRUSADE Also known as the King’s Crusade, the Third Crusade lasted from 1189 to 1192. The Third Crusade was an attempt to reconquer the Holy Land after it was retaken by Saladin. The king of France and the king of England ended their conflict and united to fight Saladin; however, they achieved little beyond capturing the city of Acre. As the king of France left, the king of England and Saladin eventually came to a truce in which Jerusalem would remain under Saladin’s control but unarmed Christian pilgrims were allowed to visit the city.

THE FOURTH AND FIFTH CRUSADES The Fourth Crusade lasted from 1202 to 1204 and was an attempt to once again conquer Jerusalem by going through Egypt. Instead of Jerusalem, however, the crusaders sacked Constantinople and established the Latin Empire. The Fifth Crusade, from 1217 to 1221, was an attempt to conquer Jerusalem by defeating the Ayyubid Sultanate in Egypt. The Ayyubid Sultan launched an attack that would lead to the surrender of the crusaders, and an eight-year peace agreement was made.

THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH CRUSADES The Sixth Crusade was from 1228 to 1229, and though there was very little fighting, control of Jerusalem was regained temporarily by the crusaders. The Seventh Crusade lasted from 1248 to 1254, and was led by King Louis IX of France. The Christians were defeated by the Egyptian army led by the Ayyubid Sultan, with support from the Mamluks, and the king and thousands of European soldiers were captured.

THE EIGHTH AND NINTH CRUSADES The Eighth Crusade of 1270 lasted only one year and was led by King Louis IX once again. It was originally meant to aid crusader states but was diverted to Tunis, where two months later, King Louis IX died. The Ninth Crusade was the final Crusade, and it lasted from 1271 to 1272. Prince Edward of England led the Crusade following the death of Louis IX. It failed due to the rising power of the Mamluks in Egypt and low morale among the crusaders.
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THE RENAISSANCE

WHAT LED TO THE RENAISSANCE The Renaissance was a return to the classicism and humanism of Ancient Greece in Europe after the Middle Ages. Following the Black Death pandemic, there was a great change in the European economy. That, along with the invention of the printing press, the fall of the Byzantine Empire, and the Crusades, led to the birth of the Renaissance, where Classic Greek and Roman art, literature, and philosophy were reintroduced into European culture.

THE MEDICI FAMILY The Renaissance began in Florence, Italy. Much of the great artwork in the Early Renaissance can be traced back to a family of the noble class, the Medici family. In the thirteenth century, the Medici acquired great wealth as bankers and became the wealthiest family in all of Italy. With their wealth, they sponsored many artistic endeavors, such as the great paintings and architecture of this time.

EARLY RENAISSANCE The Early Renaissance was from 1330 to 1450, and took place in Florence, Italy. Artwork sponsored by the Medici family placed great focus on the art of Ancient Greece and Rome. The artwork once again focused on humanism, naturalism, and realism, and introduced new ideas about art, such as depth of field, linear perspective, and types of shading that indicated volume and texture. The most well-known artists to come out of the Early Renaissance are Sandro Botticelli (Primavera), Domenico Ghirlandaio (Portrait of an Old Man and a Boy), and Piero della Francesca (The Baptism of Christ).

HIGH RENAISSANCE The artwork of the High Renaissance, which was from 1490 to 1530, made advances on the techniques of artists of the Early Renaissance. The center of the High Renaissance was Rome, and artwork was now being commissioned by the popes. It was during the High Renaissance that the best-known works of Renaissance painters appeared. The most well-known artists to come out of the High Renaissance are Leonardo da Vinci (Last Supper), Michelangelo Buonarroti (The Creation of Adam), and Raphael (Sistine Madonna).

NORTHERN RENAISSANCE The Northern Renaissance was from 1500 to 1600, and it took place outside of Italy. The ideas of the Renaissance quickly spread throughout Europe, and some of the most notable artwork of the time came from the Netherlands and Germany. This artwork is distinctively different from the work produced in Italy, due to the increasing disenchantment with the Church. The figures appeared less classical, and more realistic. The most well-known artists to come out of the Northern Renaissance are the Flemish painter Jan van Eyck (The Arnolfini Portrait), the German painter and printmaker Albrecht Dürer (The Knight, Death, and the Devil), and the Dutch painter Hieronymus Bosch (The Garden of Earthly Delights).

ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE Not only was the Renaissance a time of great achievements in art, but there were also great advancements made in technology. It was during this time period that the first portable clock, eyeglasses, printing press, microscope, telescope, and even the first flush toilet were created. With the rise of technology and science, concepts such as gravity and the ability to study the universe led to the notion that the universe was not simply centered around humankind.
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THE MING DYNASTY

FOUNDING OF THE MING DYNASTY The Yuan Dynasty, led by Mongols, left the economy and state of agriculture in shambles. A group of peasants, the Han Chinese, who were discriminated against during the Yuan Dynasty, rose up and revolted. Zhu Yuanzhang came to lead the group of rebels, and as the last Yuan leader fled north, Zhu Yuanzhang founded the Ming Dynasty in 1368. Zhu took control of the Yuan capital city, Dadu, officially ending the Yuan Dynasty.

THE EARLY REIGN When he came to power, Zhu Yuanzhang instituted a series of policies aimed at reducing the burden on the peasants, and placed great attention on punishing court officials involved in corruption and ending corruption. When Zhu Yuanzhang died, his son came to power; however, his son was soon overthrown in a coup led by Zhu Di, who would come to be known as Emperor Chengzu. The reign of Emperor Chengzu would be considered the most prosperous time in the Ming Dynasty.

THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE MING DYNASTY Emperor Chengzu’s reign was known as the Yongle Period, and is considered the Golden Age of the Ming Dynasty. Emperor Chengzu launched a series of five wars against Mongolia, and most notably, it was during this time that the Forbidden City was constructed. Relations with minorities and different nationalities were strengthened, and Chengzu was the first to make Beijing the capital, a title it would hold for 500 years.

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE MING DYNASTY The Ming Dynasty began to decline under the reign of Emperor Shenzong, known as the Wanli Emperor. When Shenzong’s chancellor, Zhang Juzheng, died, state affairs began to be neglected, and later, his army was defeated by the “Later Jin” regime. The last ruler of the Ming Dynasty was Emperor Congzhen, whose reign was defined by corruption and extreme hardship due to natural disasters. In 1628, rebel forces began attacking. In 1644, Beijing fell to a rebel army. Emperor Congzhen hanged himself, thus ending the Ming Dynasty.

THE ECONOMY OF THE MING DYNASTY The economy of the Ming Dynasty showed an end of feudalism and the beginnings of capitalism. From the reign of Zhu Yuanzhang and onward, porcelain making was the major source of finance, and there was a wide interest in foreign commodities from both Europe and America. Urbanization and commercial metropolises also arose during this time in cities such as Beijing, Nanjing, and Yangzhou.

THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA The majority of the Great Wall of China that exists today is from the Ming Dynasty, which lasted from 1368 to 1644. The project took more than 100 years to complete, and the wall was made in an effort to protect the citizens of the Ming Dynasty from outside Yuan tribes such as the Wala and the Dada.
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COLUMBUS AND THE NEW WORLD

COLUMBUS DECIDES TO TRAVEL TO THE EAST Christopher Columbus spent much of his life sailing the Atlantic Ocean. He became very interested in traveling to the Far East, which he believed was just across the Atlantic Ocean. His idea was to create a sea route to India and obtain the gold and spices of the East Indies. Columbus met with King John II of Portugal to support his journey, but was soon rejected. He then met with the monarchs of Spain, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, who, although they initially had rejected him, would eventually agree to support his journey.

THE FIRST VOYAGE Columbus prepared three ships, the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María, for their journey. Columbus was the captain of the Santa María, and his brothers were the captains of the other ships. On August 3, 1492, they set sail. On October 12, they landed on what is now the island of San Salvador in the Bahamas and took possession of the island. Columbus soon found Cuba (which he believed to be China), and in December, he reached Hispaniola (which Columbus believed to be Japan), and established a colony of thirty-nine men. In March of 1493, Columbus returned to Spain with riches, spices, and human captives.

THE SECOND VOYAGE In October of 1493, Columbus set sail with a fleet of seventeen ships and 1,500 colonists. In November, they landed in the Lesser Antilles and discovered Puerto Rico and the Leeward Islands. Upon returning to Hispaniola, Columbus found that the original colony had been killed by the natives. Columbus established another colony and then set sail once again, exploring Cuba and finding Jamaica. As Columbus left for Spain, his brother stayed in Hispaniola and founded Santo Domingo, which was the first permanent European settlement of the Americas.

THE THIRD VOYAGE In 1498, Columbus set sail on his third voyage, and due to bad reports from Hispaniola, was forced to bring convicts to the New World. Columbus sailed farther south, finding Trinidad, and continued sailing until he realized that he had found a land mass. Columbus had to return to Hispaniola before exploring it any further, however. In 1500, due to the bad reports from Hispaniola, the monarchy sent a royal commissioner to survey the situation, which resulted in Columbus being sent back to Spain in chains.

THE FOURTH VOYAGE Columbus managed to get four ships together in 1502 for his fourth journey, which he hoped would restore his reputation. Columbus hit the coast of Honduras and was later marooned on Jamaica in an attempt to return to Hispaniola. Upon being rescued in 1504, Columbus was forced to return to Spain. Columbus died two years later, still believing he had reached Asia.

THE IMPACT ON THE NATIVE AMERICANS Over the course of a century, the population of natives on the island of Hispaniola was completely destroyed in a genocide brought on by the Spanish. In 1493, policies regarding slavery and mass extermination were implemented, and within a three-year time span, 5 million Native Americans were killed. Mass numbers of Native Americans were hanged, stabbed, shot, or worked to death as slaves.
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THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS

ABOUT SALEM In Salem, Massachusetts, from 1692 to 1693, a series of witchcraft trials occurred, and nineteen people were executed. In Europe, from the 1300s to the 1600s, there was a strong belief in witchcraft and that the Devil could give people the power to harm others. At the time of the Salem witch trials, these feelings had pretty much subsided in Europe. During this time, however, a war between England and France brought conflict between the countries’ respective colonies and Native American allies. The fighting displaced many people to Salem, leading to tensions and strain in the town. The villagers believed this strain and tension came from the Devil.

STRANGE OCCURRENCES WITH THE CHILDREN In January of 1692, Elizabeth (Betty) Parris, the daughter of Reverend Samuel Parris, the Puritan minister of Salem, and the minister’s niece, Abigail Williams, began having bizarre fits in which their bodies contorted, and they screamed, threw things, and uttered strange noises. Another girl, Ann Putnam, was also having these fits. The local doctor blamed it on supernatural causes. When pressured to give names, the children accused Tituba, the Parris’s slave; Sarah Good, a homeless woman; and Sarah Osburn, a poor elderly woman.

THE WITCH HUNT BEGINS Osburn and Good declared their innocence, but Tituba confessed that the Devil had come to her and made her serve him. She described images of a black man making her sign a book, and she told them there were other witches seeking to destroy the Puritans. The three women were put in jail, and paranoia spread throughout Salem. Dozens of villagers were brought in for questioning. While in prison, Tituba’s bail was paid by an unknown person, and Tituba disappeared, never heard from again.

BRIDGET BISHOP On May 27, 1692, a special court was established. The first trial was that of Bridget Bishop. When she was asked if she had committed witchcraft, Bishop said, “I am as innocent as the child unborn.” She was found guilty, and on June 10, she was hanged; the first of the Salem executions for witchcraft.

THE TRIALS Five days after the hanging of Bridget Bishop, a respected minister requested that the court not allow testimony about dreams and visions. His request was ignored, and in July, five more people were hanged. Another eleven more were hanged, and some, like Giles Cory, were tortured to death. A total of nineteen people were killed.

AN END TO THE WITCH TRIALS In response to the Massachusetts governor’s own wife being questioned for witchcraft, the governor halted further arrests, released many of the accused, and dissolved the court. In May of 1693, the governor pardoned all who were accused of witchcraft. All in all, nineteen people were hanged, one man was tortured to death, and others died in prison. Nearly 200 people had been accused of witchcraft. Many involved with the trials and accusations issued public apologies, and in 1702 the trials were declared unlawful. In 1957, the state of Massachusetts apologized for the events that had happened more than 250 years before.
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THE BATTLES OF LEXINGTON AND CONCORD It is unknown which side the “Shot Heard Round the World” came from, but on April 19, 1775, the British troops and the American colonists fought the first battle of the Revolutionary War. A rumor was circulating that the Massachusetts Militia had been storing weapons in Concord, and 700 British soldiers were sent to quell their mission. The colonists quickly learned of the oncoming British troops, leading to Paul Revere’s famous horseback ride. Though both sides faced casualties, more British soldiers were left dead or wounded.

THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL Following the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the colonists besieged Boston from the surrounding hills. When they heard news of the British planning to attack Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill, the colonists sent 1,600 militiamen to set up fortifications. On June 17, 1775, 2,600 British soldiers attacked. Most of the fighting took place on Breed’s Hill. By the third charge from the British, the colonists had to retreat, and though the British gained control of Breed’s Hill, they suffered great losses and casualties.

THE EVACUATION OF BOSTON The evacuation of the British from Boston was a very important victory for the colonists, and also the first victory for General George Washington. As a result of the Battle of Bunker Hill, even though the British won, they desperately needed reinforcements. To support Washington, Henry Knox, the chief artillery officer, brought fifty cannons from Fort Ticonderoga and positioned them to aim at the British fleet in Boston Harbor. On March 5, 1776, the British general saw the cannons aimed at them and took his men to Halifax, Canada.

THE BATTLE OF TRENTON Following a defeat, General George Washington planned a surprise attack on the British and Hessian soldiers on Christmas day of 1776. Washington led 2,500 soldiers across the Delaware River in a great snowstorm under treacherous conditions to reach Trenton, New Jersey. While the British soldiers slept, Washington and his men attacked, taking 1,000 prisoners and killing over 100 men without a single American killed.

THE BATTLE OF SARATOGA The Battle of Saratoga is considered to be one of the major American victories in the Revolutionary War and a turning point for the Americans. The British army wished to control the Hudson River and cut New England off from the other colonies. British troops had planned to join with other troops along the way to quell the colonists; however, intervention from the Americans prevented this. On September 19, 1777, the first battle of Saratoga occurred, followed by the second battle on October 7, resulting in the surrender of the British troops.

THE BATTLE OF YORKTOWN Though the battle of Yorktown did not end the American Revolution, it was the last major battle fought. On September 5, 1781, the French fleet arrived and defeated the British Navy. The British general, Lord Cornwallis, found his men trapped between the American colonists and the French, and on October 19, 1781, he and his 8,000 troops surrendered. The surrender had a huge impact on the British government, who concluded that the war was being lost.
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THE US CONSTITUTION

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE Before the Constitution was ever written, the Declaration of Independence needed to be drafted, declaring the colonies’ freedom from the British. The Continental Congress met in the summer of 1776 to discuss the writing of the important document, and on June 11, Thomas Jefferson began the first draft. The final draft was submitted to the Continental Congress on June 28, and by July 2, the Continental Congress took a vote regarding their independence. On July 4, the document was released to the public.

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION Upon winning their freedom, the thirteen states began to operate under their own rules, and a centralized government was strongly opposed, fearing another monarchy could arise. As a compromise, the Articles of Confederation were drafted in 1776 and ratified in 1781. Essentially, this was the country’s first constitution. Each state would retain its freedom, and a committee of representatives—a Congress—would be responsible for declaring war, dealing with foreign affairs, and maintaining an army and navy. Though the document had a lot of good ideas, it had many shortcomings, and these led to the creation of the Constitution.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1787 In 1787, delegates from all of the states except Rhode Island met in Philadelphia to create a more centralized government. Two plans, the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan, were presented. The Virginia Plan consisted of a powerful centralized government that had executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The New Jersey Plan would make changes to the Articles of Confederation and allow Congress to control taxes and trade to some degree. A compromise was reached, combining parts of both plans.

ARTICLES OF THE CONSTITUTION The Constitution has a preamble, seven original articles, a list of twenty-seven amendments, and a certification from the Constitutional Convention. The first article establishes the legislative branch, defining Congress as a bicameral body with a House of Representatives and a Senate. Article II establishes the role of the presidency. Article III describes how the court system will work and includes the Supreme Court.

THE BILL OF RIGHTS The Bill of Rights are the first ten amendments made to the Constitution. These amendments establish the specific rights every American citizen has. The Bill of Rights was created due to the fears of Anti-Federalists who were wary of the Constitution and feared the presidency could turn into a monarchy. These rights include the freedom of speech and religion, the right to bear arms, and the right to have a fair trial by a jury.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION During the writing of the Constitution, the framers were aware that over time, certain changes would be necessary, and included the ability to amend the Constitution. There have only been twenty-seven amendments to the US Constitution. Some of the most well-known are the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery; the Nineteenth Amendment, which established women’s suffrage; and the Eighteenth Amendment, which prohibited the sale of alcohol. The Eighteenth Amendment was then repealed by the Twenty-First Amendment.
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