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Introduction

Growing up, I was a sports geek.

I loved playing the games, sure. But when I saw my first real curveball when I was 11 years old or so, I realized my future was more in writing about sports than playing them. (I was more Ogilvie than Kelly Leak.) While I continued as an athlete—a growth spurt enabled me to play football and basketball later on—my love of writing fused with my love of sports. So I devoured pretty much everything I could get my hands on, and did as much reading and writing as I could. I joined the school newspaper, and I usually had one of these four things with me at all times: anything written by Zander Hollander, the Baseball Encyclopedia, Sports Illustrated (shout-out to Grandma and Grandpa Dunn for saving the old ones for me), and the Boston Globe sports page.

The upshot to all of it? Now, I get to live my dream. I’ve been a sportswriter all my professional life. It’s all I ever wanted to do. While I’ve dabbled in other sports, I’ve been a football writer since 2001, having spent the better part of the last 18 years covering the Patriots. (My father was a minister, and in truth, I was always a little struck as to how similar our jobs were/are: We both have non-traditional vocations that don’t fit into the 9-to-5 stereotype. We both work weekends, and the week always built to the big payoff. Every so often, we would have to try and soothe people in occasional times of travail. And we both engaged with people of deep faith and spoke to those who would look forward to salvation every Sunday.)

We tried to make this the sort of trivia book that’s accessible to any and all football fans. As a result, even if you can’t tell if a football is blown up or stuffed, there are questions in here that you’ll still be able to figure out. And if you’re a hardcore football fan, there are questions for you as well that will test your knowledge of the ultimate team sport. Along the way, I hope you guys have fun trying to figure it all out.

Anyway, this is a book for the kids who are growing up as sports geeks. There’s no Zander Hollander anymore, but for the youngsters like me who love sports and history and stats and writing—and football—this is for you. I hope you enjoy it.





THE DRAFT

QUESTIONS

The first-ever NFL draft was held at the Ritz-Carlton in Philadelphia on February 8, 1936. (Prior to the inaugural draft, players were free to sign with any club.) With commissioner Bert Bell at the helm, it was a distinctly low-tech affair when compared to drafts of today. According to reports, there were 90 names written on a blackboard, and teams were basically told to let ’er rip. There were no scouting departments at that time, so teams pulled together lists from various media reports, visits to area colleges, and word of mouth between coaches, players, and league execs. It wasn’t a wild success—in the end, just 24 of the 81 players drafted ended up signing with their new teams. (Four more ended up playing in 1937.) Among those not signing? First overall pick Jay Berwanger.

But the draft started to pick up steam, and it became the established method for restocking a team. While it was still a ways away from becoming the annual three-day event it is today, it grew and evolved throughout the 1940s and ’50s, eventually expanding from nine rounds to 20. Teams started scouting departments in the 1940s, and those franchises started gaining separation from the rest of the league, forcing other teams to further develop their operations. One of the savviest owners in the early days was Wellington Mara of the Giants. Mara subscribed to several out-of-town papers and magazines in hopes of finding quality players, and the results could be seen on the field. After all, it wasn’t a coincidence New York appeared in the NFL championship game eight times in 14 seasons (1933–47).

The draft moved from city to city throughout the ’40s and ’50s before settling in New York City in the 1960s, where it soon became a battleground for the feud between the AFL and NFL. The rival leagues held separate drafts from 1960 through 1966, before holding joint drafts from 1967–1969 prior to the merger. Post-merger, it was reduced from 17 rounds to a 12-round affair. In 1980, it was televised for the first time on ESPN; in 1988, ESPN and the NFL agreed to move it to the weekend, and TV ratings increased dramatically. Today, it runs seven rounds and has become a three-day televised spectacle of football, rotating from city to city so various fanbases can be a part of the circus.

GENERAL

1. In 1984, the NFL held a supplemental draft of players from the now defunct USFL. ________ was the first pick of that draft.

Answer on page 37.

2. Which player DID NOT win a national championship in college and a Super Bowl title in back-to-back seasons?

A. Cyrus Jones (Alabama, Patriots)

B. William Floyd (Florida State, Niners)

C. Tony Dorsett (Pitt, Cowboys)

D. Marcus Allen (Southern Cal, Raiders)

Answer on page 37.

3. True or False: Six Heisman Trophy winners have been taken first overall since 2000.

Answer on page 37.

4. True or False: No team has ever gone from the first overall pick to a Super Bowl win in the same season.

Answer on page 37.

5. These four teams have never had the first overall pick in the draft:

A. Broncos, Jaguars, Ravens, Seahawks

B. Broncos, Packers, Texans, Steelers

C. Niners, Seahawks, Patriots, Rams

D. Patriots, Steelers, Packers, Cowboys

Answer on page 37.

6. ___________ and ___________ are the two schools tied with the most first overall picks with five each.

Answer on page 37.

7. Match the position with the number of first overall selections








	1. Offensive linemen
	A. 17



	2. Running back
	B. 22



	3. Defensive lineman
	C. 35



	4. Quarterback
	D. 7



	5. Wide receiver
	E. 4





Answer on page 37.

8. Which former coach is responsible for the trade value chart that has been used as the gold standard throughout the league since the early 1990s?

A. Dave Wannstedt

B. Jimmy Johnson

C. Bill Cowher

D. Bill Parcells

Answer on page 37.

9. Of the years where players are eligible, which three drafts (not including the supplemental draft) are the only ones yet to produce a Hall of Famer?

Answer on page 37.

10. Name the seven No. 1 overall picks (not part of the supplemental draft) who have quarterbacked their teams to Super Bowl wins.

Answer on page 37.

11. Which team went 11 years—from 1969 to 1979—without a single first-round pick?

A. Washington

B. New York Giants

C. Philadelphia

D. San Francisco

Answer on page 37.

12. Which team ran out of time in 2003 when they were “on the clock” in the first round and ended up getting bumped down from seventh to ninth overall?

A. New York Jets

B. Washington

C. Seattle

D. Minnesota

Answer on page 38.

AFC EAST

Jets

1. Joe Namath was selected by both the AFL and the NFL in the 1964 draft. The Jets took him first overall. Which NFL team picked Namath, and where?

Answer on page 38.

2. Which one of these Jets draft picks was NOT a first-round selection?

A. Darrelle Revis

B. Keyshawn Johnson

C. Mark Gastineau

D. Al Toon

Answer on page 38.

3. How many quarterbacks were taken before Ken O’Brien in the first round of the 1983 draft?

Answer on page 38.

4. How many Heisman Trophy winners have played for the Jets?

Answer on page 38.

Patriots

1. Who was the Patriots’ first overall pick in the 1982 draft?

Answer on page 38.

2. Tom Brady was drafted as the 199th overall pick in the 2000 NFL Draft. Do you know how many quarterbacks were taken before Brady, and who they are?

Answer on page 38.

3. Which quarterback was drafted first overall by the Patriots?

A. Steve Grogan

B. Doug Flutie

C. Scott Zolak

D. Jim Plunkett

Answer on page 38.

4. What did the Patriots trade to the Jets for the rights to hire Bill Belichick as head coach?

Answer on page 38.

Dolphins

1. Dan Marino was one of how many future Hall of Famers taken in the first round of the 1983 draft?

Answer on page 38.

2. How many quarterbacks have the Dolphins taken in the first round of the NFL draft?

Answer on page 39.

3. Hall of Famer Jason Taylor was taken in the third round out of Akron in which draft?

A. 1996

B. 1997

C. 1999

D. 2000

Answer on page 39.

4. Which one of the “Marks Brothers”—Duper or Clayton—was taken earlier in the draft?

Answer on page 39.

Bills

1. How many times have the Bills taken Mr. Irrelevant?

A. 3

B. 4

C. 5

D. 0

Answer on page 39.

2. How many University of Buffalo players have been drafted by the Bills?

A. 0

B. 1

C. 2

D. 3

Answer on page 39.

3. Who was the first pick for the Bills in 1960, their inaugural draft?

A. Richie Lucas

B. Ernie Davis

C. Carl Eller

D. O. J. Simpson

Answer on page 39.

4. Which former first-round pick of the Bills never played a down for the franchise?

A. Erik Flowers

B. Dan Marino

C. Haven Moses

D. Tom Cousineau

Answer on page 39.

AFC NORTH

Steelers

1. What year produced arguably the greatest draft in the history of the NFL—a draft where Pittsburgh selected Lynn Swann, Jack Lambert, John Stallworth, and Mike Webster in the same year?

A. 1970

B. 1971

C. 1968

D. 1974

Answer on page 39.

2. Only one Steelers quarterback was taken first overall. Who was he?

A. Ben Roethlisberger

B. Terry Bradshaw

C. Kordell Stewart

D. Cliff Stoudt

Answer on page 39.

3. True or False: Mean Joe Greene was the first overall pick in 1969.

Answer on page 39.

4. Who was the only running back taken before Le’Veon Bell in the 2013 draft?

A. Gio Bernard

B. Eddie Lacy

C. Montee Ball

D. Rex Burkhead

Answer on page 39.

Ravens

1. Who was the first player taken with the first pick in franchise history (1996)?

A. Jonathan Ogden

B. Ray Lewis

C. Peter Boulware

D. Ed Reed

Answer on page 39.

2. True or False: Michael Oher was taken with a higher overall pick than Ray Lewis.

Answer on page 39.

3. In franchise history, the Ravens have taken three quarterbacks in the first round of the draft. Name them.

Answer on page 40.

4. The Ravens have drafted more players from these two schools than any other college or university.

A. Miami and Boston College

B. Alabama and Oklahoma

C. Louisville and Texas

D. Maryland and Florida State

Answer on page 40.

Bengals

1. How many players who have been drafted by Cincinnati have gone on to the Hall of Fame?

A. Five

B. One

C. Ten

D. Four

Answer on page 40.

2. In their franchise history, the Bengals have selected a quarterback five times in the top 10 picks overall. Name them.

Answer on page 40.

3. Which Bengals running back was selected higher overall—Ki-Jana Carter, Ickey Woods, or Corey Dillon?

Answer on page 40.

4. True or False: Boomer Esiason was the first quarterback taken in the 1984 draft.

Answer on page 40.

Browns

1. Cleveland has had the first overall pick in the draft five times in franchise history. How many times have they taken a quarterback with that pick?

A. Five

B. Four

C. Three

D. Two

Answer on page 40.

2. In which position have the Browns invested more picks than any other since they returned in 1999?

A. Offensive lineman

B. Linebacker

C. Running back

D. Defensive back

Answer on page 40.

3. Who was the first pick of the Browns when the franchise was restored in 1999?

A. Tim Couch

B. Bernie Kosar

C. Drew Bledsoe

D. Rick Mirer

Answer on page 40.

4. True or False: When Bill Belichick was a head coach with the Browns (1991–95), the franchise used three draft picks on quarterbacks.

Answer on page 40.

AFC SOUTH

Titans

1. Name the two players who have been taken first overall by the Titans/Oilers in franchise history:

A. Earl Campbell, John Matuszak

B. John Matuszak, Marcus Mariota

C. Marcus Mariota, Steve McNair

D. Steve McNair, Earl Campbell

Answer on page 41.

2. How many quarterbacks have been taken in the first round by the Titans/Oilers in franchise history?

A. Six

B. One

C. Three

D. Five

Answer on page 41.

3. Who was the lowest drafted member of the franchise to reach the Hall of Fame?

A. DB Ken Houston

B. WR Steve Largent

C. WR Charlie Joiner

D. DE Elvin Bethea

Answer on page 41.

4. Which school has produced the most first-round picks in franchise history?

A. LSU

B. Oklahoma

C. Alabama

D. Texas

Answer on page 41.

Colts

1. Five of the seven first-overall choices in franchise history have been quarterbacks. Can you name all five?

Answer on page 41.

2. This future Hall of Famer was taken first overall by the Colts in 1983, but wouldn’t play a snap for them.

Answer on page 41.

3. True or False: Reggie Wayne, who was selected by the Colts in the first round of the 2001 draft, leads the franchise in total games played.

Answer on page 41.

4. Of these four quarterbacks, all drafted by the Colts, which threw for the most yards over his career?

A. Jeff George

B. Bert Jones

C. Chris Chandler

D. Jack Trudeau

Answer on page 41.

Texans

1. Who was the first overall pick in Texans’ franchise history?

A. David Carr

B. Andre Johnson

C. Mario Williams

D. J. J. Watt

Answer on page 41.

2. What years did the Texans have the first overall pick?

A. 2002, 2003, 2014

B. 2002, 2006, 2015

C. 2002, 2006, 2014

D. 2007, 2013, 2014

Answer on page 41.

3. True or False: The Texans have selected more players out of the University of Texas than any other school.

Answer on page 41.

4. Name four of the eight quarterbacks drafted by the Texans.

Answer on page 41.

Jaguars

1. True or False: The Jaguars have drafted multiple Hall of Fame players since the franchise started in 1995.

Answer on page 42.

2. Which fourth-round pick of the Jaguars in the 1995 draft would be dealt three years after he was selected in a trade that ultimately got Jacksonville a first-round pick, one they would use to draft one of the most famous players in franchise history, Fred Taylor?

A. Reggie Barlow

B. Seth Payne

C. Tony Brackens

D. Rob Johnson

Answer on page 42.

3. Which quarterback was a higher overall pick by Jacksonville—Blake Bortles or Byron Leftwich?

Answer on page 42.

4. Which Jaguars draft pick has played the most career games?

A. Fred Taylor

B. Brad Meester

C. Tony Boselli

D. Mark Brunnell

Answer on page 42.

AFC WEST

Broncos

1. Who was the first draft pick in the history of the franchise?

A. Bob Gaiters

B. Merlin Olsen

C. Bob Hayes

D. Haven Moses

Answer on page 42.

2. The Broncos drafted several players who would go on to the Hall of Fame, but achieve their greatest success with teams OTHER than Denver. Which one of these players falls into this group?

A. Rulon Jones

B. Randy Gradishar

C. Dick Butkus

D. Lyle Alzado

Answer on page 42.

3. These two quarterbacks were the only two ever DRAFTED by the Broncos to throw for more than 10,000 yards at the NFL level.

A. Jay Cutler, Brian Griese

B. Jay Cutler, Tommy Maddox

C. Jay Cutler, Gary Kubiak

D. Jay Cutler, Jake Plummer

Answer on page 42.

4. Which Broncos draft pick set a franchise record for most carries in a season?

A. Terrell Davis (sixth round, 1995)

B. Clinton Portis (second round, 2002)

C. Mike Anderson (sixth round, 2000)

D. Floyd Little (first round, 1967)

Answer on page 42.

Chargers

1. Who was the first player chosen in the draft in franchise history?

A. QB Billy Kilmer

B. DT Ernie “Big Cat” Ladd

C. T Byron Bradfute

D. QB John Hadl

Answer on page 42.

2. True or False: Dan Fouts was a first-round pick of the Chargers in 1973.

Answer on page 42.

3. John Jefferson was the first-round pick of the Chargers in 1978. Where did the wide receiver go to college?

A. San Diego State

B. UCLA

C. Arizona State

D. Northwestern

Answer on page 43.

4. Who is the highest-drafted kicker in Chargers history?

A. Rolf Bernischke

B. Nick Novak

C. Nate Kaeding

D. Bill McClard

Answer on page 43.

Chiefs

1. Prior to Patrick Mahomes in the 2018 playoffs, who was the last quarterback drafted by the Chiefs to win a playoff game for Kansas City?

A. Todd Blackledge

B. Alex Smith

C. Len Dawson

D. None

Answer on page 43.

2. Who was the first quarterback drafted by the Chiefs who would throw for at least 50 touchdown passes in a Kansas City uniform?

A. Len Dawson

B. Mike Livingston

C. Todd Blackledge

D. Steve Fuller

Answer on page 43.

3. Which Chief was taken the earliest in the draft?

A. Tony Gonzalez

B. Patrick Mahomes

C. Christian Okoye

D. Dontari Poe

Answer on page 43.

4. Which two NFL legends were drafted by the Chiefs, but would go on to achieve their greatest success elsewhere?

A. Dick Butkus and Gayle Sayers

B. Roger Staubach and Gayle Sayers

C. Terry Bradshaw and John Elway

D. Roger Staubach and Dick Butkus

Answer on page 43.

Raiders

1. Name the two quarterbacks the Raiders took when they’ve had the first overall pick.

A. Roman Gabriel and JaMarcus Russell

B. Ken Stabler and Todd Marinovich

C. Derek Carr and JaMarcus Russell

D. Ken Stabler and Marc Wilson

Answer on page 43.

2. True or false: The Raiders have never drafted a Hall of Fame wide receiver.

Answer on page 43.

3. The Raiders have drafted four Heisman Trophy winners. Who was the Raiders’ lowest drafted Heisman winner?

A. Billy Cannon

B. Jim Plunkett

C. Bo Jackson

D. Howie Long

Answer on page 43.

4. Which Hall of Fame running back taken in the first round by the Raiders in the 1982 draft threw for six regular-season touchdowns over the course of his career—more than six other quarterbacks selected by the Raiders?

A. Mark Van Eeghen

B. Napoleon Kaufman

C. Marcus Allen

D. Pete Banaszak

Answer on page 43.

NFC EAST

Giants

1. Who was the only running back drafted by the Giants to top 10,000 career rushing yards in the NFL?

A. Joe Morris

B. Frank Gifford

C. Ron Dayne

D. Tiki Barber

Answer on page 44.

2. Who was the only offensive skill position player drafted by the Giants to top 10,000 career receiving yards in the NFL?

A. Amani Toomer

B. Plaxico Burress

C. Frank Gifford

D. Don Maynard

Answer on page 44.

3. Of these four, which Giants draft pick has thrown the most career touchdown passes in the NFL heading into the 2019 season?

A. Jesse Palmer

B. Odell Beckham

C. Tom Landry

D. Ryan Nassib

Answer on page 44.

4. The Giants have drafted 13 Hall of Famers. Which one was chosen as part of the supplemental draft?

A. Lawrence Taylor

B. Tom Landry

C. Phil Simms

D. Gary Zimmerman

Answer on page 44.

Eagles

1. The Eagles have drafted three quarterbacks who have passed for more than 200 touchdowns in the regular season in the NFL. Donovan McNabb and Randall Cunningham are two of them. Who is the third?

A. Carson Wentz

B. Frank Tripucka

C. Sonny Jurgensen

D. A. J. Feeley

Answer on page 44.

2. A second-round pick of Philadelphia in 2009, he holds the Eagles’ rookie rushing record with 637 yards in his first year in the NFL.

A. Bryce Brown

B. LeSean McCoy

C. Correll Buckhalter

D. Keith Byars

Answer on page 44.

3. He holds almost every rookie passing record in franchise history, including passing yards and touchdown passes.

A. Ron Jaworski

B. Carson Wentz

C. Randall Cunningham

D. Donovan McNabb.

Answer on page 44.

4. Which quarterback—who would go on to great success in Philadelphia over the course of his career—was not drafted by the Eagles?

A. Ron Jaworski

B. Nick Foles

C. Carson Wentz

D. Randall Cunningham

Answer on page 44.

Redskins

1. Which one of the following players was taken first overall by Washington?

A. LaVar Arrington

B. Heath Shuler

C. Harry Gilmer

D. Sammy Baugh

Answer on page 45.

2. True or False: Joe Theismann was originally drafted by the Redskins.

Answer on page 45.

3. In terms of overall selection, who is the only quarterback in Redskins franchise history to throw for more than 10,000 yards who was taken by Washington with a pick 175 or later?

A. Mark Rypien

B. Jason Campbell

C. Gus Frerotte

D. Patrick Ramsey

Answer on page 45.

4. Two of the top three all-time leaders in receiving yards in the regular season drafted by the Redskins are Hall of Famers (Art Monk, Charley Taylor). Who is the third one?

A. Frank Wycheck

B. Chris Cooley

C. Brian Mitchell

D. Keenan McCardell

Answer on page 45.

Cowboys

1. True or False: Troy Aikman was selected with one of the picks the Cowboys got from the Vikings in the legendary Herschel Walker trade.

Answer on page 45.

2. Prior to the historic Walker trade, which player did Dallas coach Jimmy Johnson propose dealing to Oakland for multiple draft picks?

A. Michael Irvin

B. Emmitt Smith

C. Russell Maryland

D. Danny White

Answer on page 45.

3. Russell Maryland and Troy Aikman were two of the three first overall picks made by the Cowboys. Name the third one:

A. Tony Dorsett

B. Michael Irvin

C. Too Tall Jones

D. Roger Staubach

Answer on page 45.

4. Name the two players drafted by the Cowboys who topped 100 career sacks.

A. Randy White and Too Tall Jones

B. DeMarcus Ware and Jim Jeffcoat

C. Leon Lett and Russell Maryland

D. Greg Ellis and Tony Tolbert

Answer on page 45.

NFC NORTH

Bears

1. Which Bears legend was drafted highest?

A. Dick Butkus

B. Walter Payton

C. Mike Ditka

D. Brian Urlacher

Answer on page 46.

2. True or False: Walter Payton was the only member of the 1975 NFL draft class to rush for more than 5,000 yards in his career.

Answer on page 46.

3. Which Bears assistant coach called William “The Refrigerator” Perry a “wasted” pick after he was taken in the first round of the 1985 draft?

A. Buddy Ryan

B. Mike Lavellie

C. Mike Ditka

D. Glen Cooper

Answer on page 46.

4. What school did record-breaking Chicago return man Devin Hester attend?

A. Miami

B. Florida

C. Florida State

D. Jacksonville

Answer on page 46.

Vikings

1. He was the only wide receiver taken before Randy Moss in the 1998 NFL draft.

A. Jerome Pathon

B. Kevin Dyson

C. Marcus Nash

D. Jacquez Green

Answer on page 46.

2. Which Hall of Fame linebacker was taken in the second round of the 1963 draft by the Vikings out of the University of Minnesota?

A. Carl Eller

B. Bobby Bell

C. Dick Butkus

D. Alan Page

Answer on page 46.

3. Which member of the Baseball Hall of Fame was chosen in the 17th round by the Vikings in the 1973 draft?

A. Boog Powell

B. Lou Brock

C. Dave Winfield

D. Willie Mays

Answer on page 46.

4. He’s the only quarterback drafted by the Vikings who is in the top 10 in franchise history among players drafted in passing and rushing yards.

A. Daunte Culpepper

B. Tarvaris Jackson

C. Teddy Bridgewater

D. Frank Tarkenton

Answer on page 46.

Lions

1. Detroit took three receivers with its first-round pick in three straight years, from 2003–05. Who were they?

Answer on page 46.

2. Who was the running back taken first overall by the Lions in the 1980 draft out of Oklahoma?

A. Billy Sims

B. Barry Sanders

C. Bo Jackson

D. Marcus Dupree

Answer on page 47.

3. He passed for the fewest yards of any of the 10 quarterbacks the Lions have taken in the first round in the history of the franchise.

A. Chuck Long

B. John Rauch

C. John Hadl

D. Andre Ware

Answer on page 47.

4. True or False: The Lions have had the first pick in the draft four times in franchise history. They have used that pick on defensive players all four times.

Answer on page 47.

Packers

1. Who was the Packers’ first-round pick in 1989 who was touted as “The Incredible Bulk” in a Sports Illustrated cover story, only to flame out once he reached the NFL?

A. Reggie White

B. Tony Mandarich

C. Najeh Davenport

D. B. J. Raji

Answer on page 47.

2. Of the quarterbacks drafted by the Packers, he’s second on the list of all-time passing yards at the NFL level.

A. Aaron Brooks

B. Daryle Lamonica

C. Mark Brunell

D. Matt Hasselbeck

Answer on page 47.

3. Which quarterback was taken ahead of Aaron Rodgers in the 2005 draft?

A. Ben Roethlisberger

B. Eli Manning

C. Philip Rivers

D. Alex Smith

Answer on page 47.

4. Of this group, who was chosen highest in the draft by the Packers?

A. Kicker Mason Crosby

B. Quarterback Bart Starr

C. Offensive lineman Jim Ringo

D. Quarterback Dan Majkowski

Answer on page 47.

NFC SOUTH

Saints

1. Who was the New Orleans coach when the franchise swapped virtually its entire draft class for the rights to select running back Ricky Williams?

A. Mike Ditka

B. Jim Mora

C. Bum Phillips

D. Sean Payton

Answer on page 47.

2. True or False: Williams eventually rushed for more yards than any back ever drafted by the Saints.

Answer on page 48.

3. True or False: In their franchise history, the Saints have drafted as many punters in the first round as quarterbacks.

Answer on page 48.

4. Who was the lowest drafted player in New Orleans franchise history to make the Pro Football Hall of Fame?

A. Morten Andersen

B. Willie Roaf

C. Rickey Jackson

D. Archie Manning

Answer on page 48.

Buccaneers

1. Tampa Bay’s first-ever draft pick in franchise history was a defensive end who would go on to make the Hall of Fame. Who was he?
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