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INTRODUCTION


This good book for great times is designed to teach you how to have more fun. The deal is simple: Use these ideas to throw kick-ass parties. Follow our lead and your social life will improve for all of eternity. For real.

The following advice is by far the most serious section of the book. Don't get all scared by the preachy lingo. Trust in your good book. We've put our moderately priced Catholic school educations to good use breaking down the elements of a great event. We present, The Art of the Party.

THE ART OF THE PARTY: 10 RULES FOR PARTY PLANNERS



1. People — Quality over Quantity



When a crowd becomes too large to manage, the quality of people can suffer. Throwing a huge shit show is fun, but you can almost always count on the following things to happen: losing money, cleaning up vomit, and two angry drunk guys bumping into each other. To avoid these common mistakes, we keep most of our guest lists around thirty to forty people. A small, well-organized party can create a level of synergy that is more intoxicating than the Popov vodka you are drinking. Invite fun people who are going to contribute. Judgmental partiers can ruin the mood. Find the ones that are excited to be doing something creative.



2. Be Respectful to Girls



When throwing a party, our goal is to have fun, not to get laid. You will be very successful as a party planner if you create fun environments where females feel safe. This can take time and patience, but will lead to groups of girls who come to every event. If someone in your circle is being disrespectful, ban him from the next party. Alcohol is going to lead to sexual situations. This does not mean that it will always happen, so don't force it. Combining groups of girls can also be difficult, so as a host, organize activities that break up groups of catty girls.



3. Keep an Even Ratio



When planning your event try to keep an even ratio of males and females. This will create a comfortable balance. When there is a shortage of girls, guys become over aggressive and try to monopolize female attention. When there is a shortage of guys, girls get bored quickly and want to move to a more stimulating environment like a club. When the ratio is even, people will comfortably mingle until they find some-one interesting.



4. Themes and Costumes Are Key



Themes act as the creative hook that draws people to the event. Pick one that challenges partygoers to rise to the occasion. Themes encourage people to plan and/or shop for their outfit, adding to the overall experience.

If you follow these rules, you'll be able to create dozens of unforgettable experiences that will always trump the stories of those clubbing, bottle-service douche bags. That's the 5th Year guarantee.
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The awkward hour of a typical party occurs when people begin to arrive. Costumes are the best icebreaker for strangers. It creates a feeling that even though you don't know everyone, you're all in this together. Suddenly, those spandex tights and leg warmers don't feel so uncomfortable. As the first drink starts to hit, you realize that you and everyone else at the party are in for a good night.



5. Send a Great Invitation



A well-written invitation is one of the most critical parts of a successful party. An invitation sets the tone and addresses the issues that can cause uncertainty. Tell the guests exactly what they are getting into with a description that includes the location, theme, transportation, level of intoxication, and a detailed timeline. You have to create such an enticing invitation that your friends will worry that if they skip this Red Wine/White Suit Party they will have to hear about how much fun it was for weeks.

Send invitations out at least a week in advance. After people have responded, it's time to start the preparty e-mail war. E-mail blast everyone coming and let the trash talking begin. Almost like you're speculating on an upcoming sporting event, call people out for previous lackluster performances and criticize their drinking abilities. This will get people fired up and will ensure their full commitment. After the event, start a post-party email battle that includes crowning the Most Valuable Partier as well as the Least Valuable Partier (The Turd Ferguson Award), and go over a list of other people's highs and lows.



6. Designate Roles to Partygoers



Not every partier wants to be the center of attention, but all guests do enjoy contributing. Designate roles for people that suit their personalities. This lightens your load and makes people feel like they have stock in the party. Put two or three guys in charge of alcohol. This means cost, quality, and quantity. Put a few girls on decorations because they will be more detailed than males. Appoint someone DJ and have him or her create iPod playlists. Sometimes shy people don't want to participate, so give them a task or job like photographer. Always have one person who acts as the cruise director, keeping everyone busy with drinking games and contests. As the host, you should always keep an eye out for newcomers. Sometimes it's very intimidating for newbies to come into a really close group of friends, so the host should make them feel welcome. Know your friends' skills and try to put them to use at every event.



7. Stay Active — Don't Let Alcohol Be the Center of Attention



If people are hovering around the booze, you've failed as a party planner. Alcohol is a much-needed social lubricant, but it is best used as an enhancer, not the primary form of entertainment. This can be avoided by having activities planned before the party begins. We've included a bunch of games that will keep the energy levels up. People should be so preoccupied that they're forced to rush over to refill their drinks before the next game starts. Learn these games. Memorize them. Always have one ready to get people rocking.



8. Be the Pace Car of Intoxication



As a host, you have to observe the level at which people are consuming drinks. Be the pace car. Don't let partiers get too far ahead or too far behind. Keeping people on the same level will fuel the fire of a great time.



9. Details Count



What you do to go above and beyond is what your guests will remember and talk about. As a party planner, you have to be willing to go the extra mile to make your event more of an experience. These can be little things like creating nametags for drinking games, posting tournament-style brackets for beer pong, and organizing large group photographs. These little things add up to something much bigger. When the question comes up of whether or not you should go and buy temporary tattoos for your Citizenship Party, always consider that it's always worth the extra effort.



10. Don't Go to the Party — Create the Party



Be in control of your social life. Instead of throwing the standard Naked Girls and Horny Dudes Party, plan something original that will create a long-lasting memory. Once you've done a few successful events, you will be able to start building a network of like-minded people. When you and your friends are out having fun, people will gravitate towards your group. Grab their e-mails and invite them to the next event. We truly believe in the statement, “If you're bored, you're boring.”

HOW TO GET PEOPLE TO SHOW UP

As a party planner, you have to motivate people to come to events. This can be like pulling teeth. If you were asking them to come to a club opening for [insert anorexic celebrity's clothing line here], all you would have to do is mention the magical four-letter word: list. Then they would wait outside in a line for two hours. However, a creative theme can have the opposite effect and scare some people away.

Our parties require a little bit of user participation, which directly conflicts with people's laziness. The lamer partygoers will use any excuse not to come so you have to have a counterattack ready for each excuse.


Reason: Typical Girl says, “I don't want to come because I don't know what to wear.”


Counterattack: In the invitation, include a detailed explanation of the theme and a list of possible costume ideas. This will give all the girls an acceptable spectrum of ideas to choose. Girls don't fear dressing up (that's their favorite part), they just fear being criticized by other girls for having the sluttiest costume. Treat a party like a film set. You are the director setting the scene.
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Partygoers are like actors who have to understand the environment so they can improvise. All it takes is a little push in the right direction and girls will build on your ideas.


Reason: Lazy Partier says, “I don't want to come because it's easier to just go out to bars.”


Counterattack: After the general invitation goes out, individually contact people. Never ask them to come as a favor. Frame the invite in a way that appeals to them personally and will be hard for them to turn down. Here are some examples:


	

Single Girls: Compare the two environments … “Look, you can go out to a nightclub where every guy there is just going to use you as a story to validate himself to his other homoerotic friends or you can come to our party where you might actually meet some-one interesting.”




	

Single Guys: Hit them where it hurts — the wallet … “Option #1: Go to the bar and try to impress people you don't like by pretending you have money and buying rounds. Option #2: Take half of the money you would normally spend at a club and bring something fun to the party (breathalyzer, Slip 'N Slide, karaoke machine, extra costumes). This will guarantee that you will meet some new girls. Spend less, get more.”




	

Couples: Frame it in a way that gives them fun things to do together… “Hey, you two should come to our party this weekend. We need some more good people there. I know this vintage store where you can find a good couple's costume, and right around the corner there's a little restaurant that you two would love.”







Reason: Half-Asser says, “I might stop by for a little bit, but I have other plans.”


Counterattack: The Half-Asser will never come in costume. So when you go to get your outfit, pick up a couple cheap accessories like glasses, wigs, moustaches, and extra vintage clothes. Have them available at the front door. The minute these people show up, throw something on them and whisk them into the party. Don't give them time to even consider leaving. Throw them right into the middle of a game or activity and introduce them to some new people. Before you know it, the Half-Asser will hit the four-drink tipping point and decide to stay.

PARTIES WE WON'T PUBLISH AND WHY

We cover a lot in this book, but there are some party ideas that we wouldn't touch with a ten-foot pole because they're used more than guidettes from Jersey. Here is a list of five party themes that you won't find inside …



The Toga Party



Yes, this is the Godfather of all theme parties and we do pay homage to its roots. Throwing a Toga Party is like playing speed quarters with wooden nickels. The game is the same, but the tools have gotten better. Improve on good ideas with new ideas. Throwing a Toga Party while on a pub crawl in Rome is something worthy of a Face-book post. Throwing a Toga Party in your basement with the football team is not. Stay away from the toga.



Anything with Pros, Bros, or Hos



Is this the best you can come up with while sitting in your frat-house bunk bed trying to rub a chub without waking up your roommate? Pros, Bros, and Hos parties are the most uncreative themes. The equation is simple. Think of two groups of people that are mildly similar and tack a “bro” or “ho” on the end. Presto! You have another shitty idea. Some examples:


	

Pimps and Hos




	

CEOs and Business Hos




	

GI Joes and Barbie Hos




	

Gangsta Hos and Thugged-Out Bros




	

Eskimos and Inuit Hos




	

Surf Pros and Beach Hos




	

Redneck Bros and Hick Hos








White Trash Bash



Although its very fun to ridicule the culture of belt loops stowing Natural Light, nutrition based around Slim Jims, and pregnant teenagers — the White Trash Bash has been played out. Let the NASCAR lovers have their wife-beaters and overalls.



'80s Party



The '80s were home to some of the most visually offensive styles and fashions in history. A newly wealthy class of yuppies were obsessed with material possessions, power suits, and cocaine — which led to bad decisions and even worse fashion. The '80s theme party has become the go-to unoriginal party. Some people just don't want to see those days go. I guess they have too many limousines with hot tubs and helicopter landing pads parked in their marble driveways. Vary the theme. Throw an “I was addicted to coke in the '80s but now I'm broke and sober” party. Try not to repeat the same ol' thing.



The Anything But Clothes Party



This party is a cheap attempt to see boobies. It may work on Jumbo Jack-munching bar trollops, but are these the kind of people you want at your party? Is it worth a night spent with “Johnny Show-Me-Your-Beaver” and “Sally I'll-Show-You-My-Beaver-for-Some-Free-Beer?” The more creative the idea, the better the people. This party usually ends up with fifteen naked guys doing penis flops into the pool. No thanks.

GET STARTED

It's time to think outside the proverbial party box. We're here to guide you and give you ideas, but you have to put these ideas into action. A party's only as fun as you make it. Put in the effort and you'll be rewarded with a great time your friends won't soon forget.


AS YOU'RE ICING THE KEG, HANGING UP THE DECORATIONS, OR GETTING A ROUND OF FLIP CUP STARTED, JUST REMEMBER OUR MOTTO: IF YOU'RE BORED, YOU'RE BORING.










ALL-AMERICAN DAY
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Dust off that American flag, work on your John Wayne impersonation, buy as much domestic beer as possible, and get ready to have your patriotism rocked to its core. In the immortal words of Always Sunny in Philadelphia's Charlie Kelly:


“I'm gonna rise up, I'm gonna kick a little ass, I'm gonna kick some ass in the U.S.A., gonna climb a mountain, gonna sew a flag, gonna fly on an eagle. I'm gonna kick some butt, I'm gonna drive a big truck, I'm gonna rule this world, I'm gonna kick some ass, I'm gonna rise up, I'm gonna kick a little ass. ROCK, FLAG and EAGLE!!”


THE SET-UP

Pick a public park, lakefront, or big yard to host this patriotic event. All-American Day is a series of games, costumes, and food, American style. Just like America's immigration policy, anyone can attend this event. Make sure the foreigners know the revised pledge of allegiance, “I pledge allegiance to this party in the United States of America, and to my friends holding me up for this keg stand, one nation, under domestic beer, indivisible 2 with porno and corn dogs for all.”

GAME SUGGESTIONS

Keep the patriotism pumping by getting partygoers to participate in these games …



Phone a Family or Friend Ethnic Joke Competition



Ethnic jokes are as American as apple pie and baseball. Celebrate our melting pot by organizing this contest. Pick an even amount of people and create a playoff bracket (www.printyourbracket.com). Go through your cell phone contacts, call someone of your choice, put them on speakerphone and make them tell you their best ethnic joke. If your joke receives more votes than your competitor, you advance to the next round. Once a person is called they cannot be called again. Calling your own minority friends offers a huge advantage because they usually spout off a chestnut about their own race. Our friend José gave us this little gem: “Why do Mexicans eat tamales on Christmas? Because they're the only things they have to unwrap.” May the person with the most racist friends win. Game on.



The Redneck Relay Race



Organize two teams of four and make sure you have the following items: dual track slip and slide, light beers, watermelons, beer bongs, corn dogs, and a body of water.


Leg 1: The first contestants must go down the slip and slide and finish a beer bong being held by their teammate.


Leg 2: Once your teammate finishes his beer bong, run over to the table and finish a whole corn dog. Use the corn dog stick like a baton and hand off to the third leg.


Leg 3: The second and third leg then have to do a two-man wheelbarrow walk to the anchors that are waiting by the body of water with watermelons.


Leg 4: The anchors have to swim across the designated area of the lake/pool with the watermelon (they float). Once they are back to the starting point, the watermelon must be broken open on your head or a teammates head. The first team to finish eating it wins.


AMERICAN ATTIRE MUST BE STRICTLY ENFORCED. OFFER UP COSTUME IDEAS LIKE HULK HOGAN, HILLARY CLINTON, SEXY ABE LINCOLN, UNCLE SAM, DALLAS COWBOY CHEERLEADERS, OLD-SCHOOL NATIVE AMERICANS, MARK TWAIN, HOOTERS WAITRESS, HACKSAW JIM DUGAN, SEXY STATUE OF LIBERTY, OR DECKING YOURSELF OUT IN RED, WHITE, AND BLUE GEAR.





Civil War Re-enactment



You need two water balloon launchers for this. Have two teams of guys stand roughly seventy-five yards apart. One team is the Union, one team is the Confederacy. Make sure there are no kids nearby, and then using the launchers, take turns trying to pelt your friends with water balloons traveling at about fifty mph. The one rule is the receiving team is not allowed to move. Take turns calibrating wind, velocity, arch, and tension. There is nothing better then giving one of your best friends a purple welt with a direct hit. If you don't have launchers, stand fifty feet apart and just Nolan Ryan each other.
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 PLAYLIST



Classic rock is perfect for daytime debauchery:


“American Woman”

The Guess Who

“Dixieland Delight”

Alabama

“Born on the Bayou”

Creedence Clearwater Revival

“Money for Nothing”

Dire Straits

“Rollin' and Tumblin'”

Eric Clapton

“Tusk”

Fleetwood Mac

“Success”

Iggy Pop

“Living in America”

James Brown

“American Girl”

Tom Petty

“Jack and Diane”

John Mellencamp

“Live and Let Die”

Guns N' Roses

“Tush”

ZZ Top

“Mississippi Queen”

Mountain

“Funk No. 49”

James Gang

“Stranglehold”

Ted Nugent

“Call Me the Breeze”

Lynyrd Skynyrd

“I Just Want to Make Love to You”

Foghat

“Black Betty”

Ram Jam

“New York Groove”

Kiss

“Who Do You Love?”

George Thorogood



Communist Firing Squad



Nothing is more American than a Communist witchhunt à la Joseph McCarthy. Throughout the day, use mob mentality to pick on the least enthusiastic American. Proceed to label him or her a Communist, get everyone else on your side through the use of irrational arguments then make him or her finish a beer and face the water balloon firing squad. “That'll teach those pinko commie bastards to be more enthusiastic!” Then get your latest victim to pick someone else.



Cheeto Head!



Have two contestants put on a shower/swim cap. Cover the cap in a shaving cream afro. Have the two people wearing shower caps stand ten to fifteen feet away from their team. Each team has one minute to throw and stick as many Cheetos as they can on their teammates shower cap. The team with the most after one minute wins.


ALL-AMERICAN SLANG


DeNiro has logged thousands of hours doing method-acting research. He lived with steel workers to prepare for Deer Hunter and worked as a cabbie for three months to get ready for Taxi Driver. You can't even focus long enough to finish a 140-character Tweet. Luckily, we've done the research for you. After attending some redneck thong pulls, Juggalo wrestling matches, and small-town events like Ohio's Poultry Day, we've come up with a list of lines to help you fit right in at your All-American Day celebration.

“Listen up … when I woke up this morning I didn't put on my fuck-me shoes, I put on my fuck-you shoes!”

“Well I'll be damned, do you need to be introduced to the sheriff [raise left hand] and the mayor [raise right hand] of Fist City?”

“‘Tough titty’ said the kitty when the milk went dry.” (Courtesy of our high school P.E. teacher)

“Back when men were men, we didn't drink Frappuccinos and surf the 'Net; we drank Schlitz and shoveled manure.”

“I only came here to do two things, kick some ass and drink some beer. Looks like we're almost outta beer.” (Courtesy of Clint from Dazed and Confused)








COSTUME YOU VERY MUCH


5th Year loves a good costume party. You'll notice in this book that most of the events are based around hilarious themes paired with embarrassing costume ideas. The foundation of a party is built on the strength of its theme, but it's the individuals at the party who dictate the energy in the room. What makes a party exceptional is the level of detail and involvement of the attendees; this can be measured in awesomeness of costumes.

The core of a party's success is in the individual costumes sported by your guests. The more detailed the costume, the more time and energy the guest put in to being at your party. They are invested in the event. And their attention to detail will be matched by their excitement and energy. The opposite is equally true. A theme party where guests show up unprepared and uninvolved is a failure. People who show up sans costume are saying they're not excited to be there, killing the energy. (Those who show up in a last-minute ensemble pulled together from last year's Halloween costume are equally lazy and unoriginal.) Their thought process is, “I'm not wearing a stupid costume. I'm just gonna show up, bang some chicks, and get fucked up.” Remember that. And think about keeping those gaping douche holes off the next invite list.

Costumes create a feeling of party euphoria. When wearing a costume, a partygoer is saying to the world, “I don't care if I look stupid. I'm having an awesome fucking time.” If you ever look at photos from a costume party you'll notice a major difference from regular non-costume party pictures. Look at those people in the non-costume ones. They're just a bunch of mopey-faced beanbags sitting around in turtlenecks trying not to look stupid. Now look at the costume ones. Those people are actually partying. They're smiling, hugging, dancing, laughing, and one hell of a time. After putting on a costume, you can stop worrying about what people think about you for a little while, and focus on the sweet dance moves you're going to bust. Putting on a costume enhances the party mentality.

Getting people excited to dress up is key to the success of your social gathering. As the host, make sure it's clear that if people show up un-costumed, they will be punished by whips and chains and a firing squad of scorn that isn't even held to the Rules of Ridicule.


Rules of Ridicule: The parameters of acceptability for torturing, pranking, chiefing, or verbally abusing your friends. Pretty much everything is fair game except for talking about sisters and mothers in any sort of sexual manner.



TRUE, WEARING A COSTUME CAN MAKE YOU LOOK STUPID. BUT WHEN YOU BRING TOGETHER GIRLS AND GUYS IN HILARIOUS COSTUMES, MIX IN SOME ALCOHOL, AND TIE IT ALL TOGETHER UNDER SOME THEME, THE PARTY IS JUST MORE FUN.



There is always one scaredy-pants douche in your circle of friends who will pretend that he didn't know it was a theme party. In ours it's a guy named Pat. (Sorry Pat, you should have tried harder.) Have backup costumes ready for lame-o's like him. As punishment, they will be made fun of and blacklisted from future events. The enemy must pay.

At the end of the day, a costume knocks down the social barriers people bring to parties. Nervous energy is destroyed when everyone is dressed up. When people decide to let their social guard down, they start to have fun. Similar to alcohol, a costume gets people loosened up and ready to rock. Your pictures are better, people make better friends, and people learn to let their tits out a little bit. It's a 5th Year fact.








AUSSIE RULES PARTY! OI! OI! OI!
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Anyone who has ever met a group of Australians knows that they're the best drinking buddies. The women are just as crazy as the men, and neither sex can say no to alcohol-inspired adventures. The Aussie Rules Party uses the time-honored American tradition of stereotyping our friends from Down Under. (Crocodile Dundee accent on …) “This is guaranteed to pack a wallop for all you blokes and Sheilas. Prepare to get kicked in the teeth by a beaut of a time, you bloody ankle-biters!”

THE SET-UP

You should pick a scorcha of a day for The Aussie Rules Party. It'll make you feel like you're really in the outback. You should plan to have it somewhere that has a yard big enough for a walkabout and a lawn 'bout knee high on a grasshopper.



The Games



Here are some Down Under drinking games to help you down some grog.


Trugo Tourney: Trugo is a game that was invented by rail workers in Melbourne, Australia. We've taken the basic elements and modified it into a dodgier version of beer pong. All that is needed is a big lawn, a croquet mallet, a hockey puck, and a bunch of canned beers. Setup two pyramids of six beers each (three in the back, two in the middle, one in front) roughly twenty-five feet apart. Each team of two has twenty-four tries to knock over all six of the opposing team's cans by standing up the hockey puck and striking it with the mallet so it rolls on its side into the cans. The catch: You have to face away from the cans, bend over, and swing the mallet through your legs. The first team to knock over all the cans wins. If the cans haven't been knocked over after each team gets twenty-four turns, the team with the most cans knocked down wins. (Losers have to finish the remaining beers still standing.) Set up a bracket just like you would for beer pong.


DRESS THE PART 
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For the Blokes:



Rugby Players (scrumcaps, jerseys, and short black rugby shorts)

Aussie Surfer Party Boys (Google “Corey Delaney”)

Steve Irwin (either tasteful, or South Park-style)

Crocodile Dundee (any character from Dundee, including Donk)



For the Sheilas:



Koala Bears (gray mouse ears with black paint on your nose) Kangaroos (short brown shorts, a big tail, and black paint on your nose)

Terri Irwin (khaki shorts and a khaki shirt like her late husband, Steve)

Aborigines (red bathing suits, spears, and decorative white body paint)


THIS PARTY IS DEDICATED TO THE AUSTRALIAN TWINS WE MET (ONE OF WHOM HAD ON A CAST FROM PUNCHING THE OTHER ONE) WHO TOLD US THEY USED TO GET DRUNK AND SHIT OFF THE ROOF WHILE THE OTHER TRIED TO CATCH IT IN A POT BELOW. GET ONYA MATE!




Trugo Tourney Team Names:



	The Dundeezy's


	• The Keith Ledgers


	
The Blanchett Bombers



	

The Dingos That Ate Your Baby




	

The Elle McFearsomes




	

The Jack Hugemans




	

Nicole Kidman's Nipples




	

Gibson's Lethal Weapons




	

The Romper Stompers




	

Bana's Buttholes







The Champagne Scrum: Start by shaking up a few bottles of cheap champagne (Cook's or André). Then have the whole party stand about ten feet in front of you, while you open the bottle and shoot the cork into the air. Whoever comes out of the scrum with the cork gets to pick four people to finish the bottle. The winner also picks the order in which the four will drink; once one person breaks the lip-to-bottle seal, he has to pass the champagne to the next person. If the fourth person can't finish the bottle, he or she has to pour the remaining bubbly over their head. Repeat game until party is rocking.


Thunder from Down Under



Dance-off: Everyone knows about the Thunder from Down Under, the male strip show from Oz. Sit five willing girls down in chairs and have five male contestants volunteer to give them lap dances. Speakers up. It's time for Australia's greatest export — blast ACDC's “Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap.” Let the male strippers embarrass themselves for a few minutes and use the crowd's applause to pick a winner.


The Crocodile Mile: Run two Slip 'N Slides side by side, with a beer in between them at the end. Match up partygoers and have them race against one another. Each racer gets an inflatable crocodile and a running head start. The first person to slide down the course on their croc and grab the beer wins the heat.
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