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INTRODUCTION

FOR THE CITY of Cleveland and the fans of the Browns, it’s not just a football team; for many, it’s a way of life. From rabid fan clubs all around the country to fans around Northeast Ohio wearing the colors of the brown and orange, time stops when the Browns take the field each week.

Founded in 1945 by a local businessman, Arthur McBride, and coached by the legendary Hall of Fame coach Paul Brown, it didn’t take long for the Browns to be a success. They joined the NFL in 1949 and won a championship their first year in the league, then went on to win three more, the last of which was in 1964 when they shut out the Baltimore Colts, 27–0, at Cleveland Municipal Stadium.

Since then fans have been waiting, through the good years and the bad, for glory to return to the Browns franchise. They have had to endure the harshest of defeats, losing three times to the Denver Broncos in the 1980s, on the doorstep of playing in their first Super Bowl.

They also had to live out the nightmare of their franchise being ripped away during the 1995 season, as then owner Art Modell moved them to Baltimore in one of the most shocking moves in NFL history.

Fans stood by their team, and three years later in the midst of fanfare there was a rebirth in 1999, as a new owner, a new stadium, and a new team took the colors of old and returned to the lakefront. This book will give you an idea of the fanfare and the love that former players and fans have for the Cleveland Browns.

Read as former players talk of the glory days, of NFL titles, and of exciting trips to the postseason. You’ll understand after reading this just how much Cleveland loves its football team, and how the players feel the same.

The 22 players spoken to for this book have an array of great stories and great memories. From some of the more painful games in the history of the franchise, to exciting wins that defined some of the club’s great players, this team and the players we spoke to shared with us some of their best memories of Browns football.

I hope you enjoy it as much as I enjoyed talking to the players and writing it.


CHAPTER 1

DOUG DIEKEN

Offensive Tackle 1971–1984

The Game: December 21, 1980, vs Cincinnati Bengals at Riverfront Stadium

CLEVELAND BROWNS 27—CINCINNATI BENGALS 24

WHEN YOU THINK that you’ve sat and watched a ton of Cleveland Browns football games over the course of your life, there’s one person who almost certainly can beat you at that number.

Not only that, he’s done it live.

That person is former Browns offensive tackle and current radio color commentator Doug Dieken, who has been with the Browns organization in two different capacities for over four decades.

“I guess I could say I’ve probably seen more Browns games live than any person that’s ever lived,” Dieken said. “I think we’re up in the 800s if you count the preseason games.”

Dieken as a player remains one of the best in the history of the franchise, and his voice will go down as one that many Browns fans grew up with, and still hear on game days.

Born in Streator, Illinois, in February of 1949, Dieken played his high school ball at Streator High before going to college at nearby Illinois, where he would become the second-leading receiver in Fighting Illini history.

At the school he played both wide receiver and tight end, and in his college career hauled in 89 passes for 1,246 yards and seven touchdowns.


Notes on Doug Dieken

Years Played: 1971-1984

Position: Offensive tackle

Height: 6'5"

Weight: 254

Hometown: Streator, IL

Current Residence: Westlake, OH

Occupation: Color commentator for the Cleveland Browns Radio Network, Sports Time Ohio Analyst

Accomplishments: Played high school ball in Streator, IL, before going to Illinois for college. He played tight end and wide out in college, and in his time there caught 89 passes for 1,246 yards and seven touchdowns. Was a sixth-round pick of the Browns in 1974. Started five games his rookie season and then for the next ten seasons played in each and every game before playing in nine games in 1982. Caught a touchdown on a fake field goal from Paul McDonald in a game on November 30, 1983, against the Oilers in a 23–17 win, his only NFL catch. Was named the Byron “Whizzer” White NFL Man of the Year in 1982 and was the Browns’ team offensive MVP in 1975. Was a Pro Bowl offensive tackle in 1980. Holds the franchise records for consecutive games played (203) and consecutive starts (193). Moved to the broadcast booth in 1984 and has been the team’s color commentator since 1985.

Nickname: None
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Henry Sheppard and Doug Dieken (r) share a laugh. (Cleveland Press Collection)

He was hopeful that his career catching passes would continue in the NFL. Instead, the Browns had other plans when they took him in the sixth round of the 1971 NFL Draft.

“When I got the call from Nick Skorich, he told me that they drafted me in the sixth round as a tackle,” Dieken recalls. “I asked him, ‘Is there any chance I can play tight end?’ and he said, ‘We’ll see when you get here.’

“Well, when I got to rookie camp they gave me the number 73, so I said to myself this doesn’t look good in terms of my tight end career.”

Making the switch full-time to offensive tackle was no easy task, and Dieken didn’t have a ton of time to try and make the switch, position-wise, before he was thrown into the fire by the Browns.

By the middle of his rookie season in 1971, he was getting playing time on the line and by the end of his first season started five games.

“As a rookie, you didn’t play much, so I probably played about three quarters of my rookie year in games for the first time in my life as a tackle,” Dieken said.

“Probably about six games into my rookie year the right tackle got hurt, so they put me in at right tackle, and I had been playing at left tackle behind Dick Schafrath, and I was able to survive, and a couple weeks later I became the starting left tackle.

“So I became a starter in the NFL with about five quarters of experience playing; it was kind of jungle warfare in terms of how you played. You played to survive, not to lose, and if you tended to lose you turned it into a street fight, and I was able to do it for 14 years.”

Not only was Dieken a starter for the remainder of his career, he still holds the franchise records for consecutive games played (203) and consecutive starts (193).

The Browns as a team, though, were getting ready to go through a hard stretch. They won their last NFL Championship in 1964 but were still a very good football team, challenging for another title for a number of years after that.

They finished first in the Century Division of the Eastern Conference in 1967, ’68, and ’69, and in their first season in the AFC Central in 1970, they finished second in the division.

In 1971, Dieken’s first season, and 1972, the Browns made the postseason but lost their first playoff game in each of the two seasons.

“I got to the Browns, and the first two years we were in the playoffs,” Dieken recalls. “We had a lot of guys on the old ’64 championship team still on the roster, and you expected on Sunday with those guys that you were going to win.

“Well, then, these guys all started to retire about the same age and we didn’t do the best job drafting, and the next thing you know we had some tough years and started to go through coaches.”

From 1973 to 1979, the team had three winning seasons, then struggled to reach the heights they had enjoyed during the 1950s to late 1960s, when they were winning NFL Championships.

Things finally started to turn around in 1979 when, under coach Sam Rutigliano, the team went 9–7, and it seemed like things were finally starting to turn the corner.

Then came 1980, the the year that Browns fans to this day still remember as the season of the “Kardiac Kids.”

“It was kind of a special time to play football in Cleveland,” Dieken points out. “Having gone to the playoffs in ’71 and ’72, and even having a season starting out 0–9, it was appreciative.”

The 1980 season was full of fun for the brown and orange. From wild finishes that saw the Browns pull out miracle wins, to MVP Brian Sipe having a career-year, it was a fun time to root for the Browns.

“Sometimes we won in pretty style, sometimes it was ugly,” Dieken remembers. “There was a game that year against the Green Bay Packers where Dave Logan caught a touchdown pass at the end of the game to win it for us.

“I also remember getting three holding penalties in the game and thinking, ‘If we don’t win this, I’m going to be the shmuck.’”

The team was 10–4 before they lost a tough game in Minnesota, 28–23, in week 15. It set up a final week of the regular season matchup with the Cincinnati Bengals, a game that would determine if the Browns would live to fight another day.

The Game

In 1980 we got back into the playoffs, and the signature game of that season was late in the year when we went down to Cincinnati, and we had to win or we’d be out of the playoffs.

We were able to win that game, but by the same token our offensive line had the lead for the least amount of sacks per pass attempt, and in that game we gave up six sacks.

We probably didn’t play up to what we hoped to in terms of keeping the sacks down, but we did get to return to the playoffs, which of course led to the “Red Right 88” game.

It was one of those “win or go home” games, and it enabled us to get into the playoffs. I do remember we won the game, and I do remember after the game we had some sort of airplane malfunction.

Of course, if you win in Cincinnati the showers in the locker room are never warm; they’re ice cold.

A couple games before, we played down in Houston against the Oilers and won, and came back and at the airport there was just so many people there. That was the era where you still flew through the gate.

The place was just jammed with people, so then after the Cincinnati game they had us land outside the IX Center, and there was a bunch of people there, the Mayor of Cleveland, George Voinovich.

I’m introducing him to all the guys, but obviously when we were stuck in Cincinnati we found the airport restaurant and bar, so we were feeling no pain.

So I’m introducing the mayor around to different people and the players, and next thing I know he was late getting up on the platform to introduce the team.

Back to the game, the way that game went is we had everything to lose and the Bengals had nothing to play for. We got down, 10–0, and we caught a bomb and that really got us going.

That seemed to get the wheels in gear and things got going after that; we got the win, and we got our cold shower and got to the airplane.

Brian Sipe was our quarterback; that was the season he won the NFL MVP award. He came my second year, and he was just a guy, but he was just a winner in so many ways.

He was a catcher on a Little League team that won the Little League World Series, but he wasn’t the prototypical NFL quarterback.

He wasn’t 6-foot-4 and didn’t have the cannon arm. What Brian had was, he had a lot of poise as well as the understanding of the game; he made up for what he lacked in arm strength with anticipation.

That 1980 year was special in a lot of ways; we just had great team chemistry.

Everything around the city was “Kardiac Kids”; to this day people still come up and say to me that was their favorite era of Browns football with all the close games we won.

The Aftermath

The celebration of the win over the Bengals was short-lived, as two weeks later, on January 4, 1981, the team played the infamous game at Cleveland Stadium known to all for the famous call of “Red Right 88.”

The playoff loss to the Raiders ended the exciting 1980 season, one that is talked about to this day as one of the most memorable in Browns history.

“It was a disappointment, and I remember my brother and other people who were in town for it,” Dieken said. “After the game we went out to eat; I wanted to go home and he coaxed me into going out.

“We went to this place, Victoria Station, that was our place back in that era, and all the sadness of not being able to continue the season, the people that you ran into that night, they were disappointed, too, but the first thing they came up and said was, ‘Thanks for a great season.’

“It wasn’t what you had hoped for, but it was nice people appreciated your efforts for that season.”

The loss to the Raiders started another tough stretch over the next few seasons for the Browns, as they wouldn’t make another playoff appearance until the 1985 season, a year after Dieken retired after 14 seasons.

It certainly wasn’t the end of Dieken with the Browns organization, though, as the former lineman joined the Browns radio crew and eventually became the color commentator for all of the team’s games, something he’s now done for nearly 30 years.

“Obviously, as a broadcaster, it’s a lot more fun when they win over when they lose; you feel for the guys and don’t want to be too critical,” Dieken said.

He’s still one of the most recognizable players in the history of the team, regarded as one of the best linemen in team history after playing in 193 straight games, still to this day a Browns record.

Dieken is also very active in charity. He is the founder of the Doug Dieken Foundation, a nonprofit that helps underwrite the Special Olympics.

He was honored in 1982 as the Byron “Whizzer” White NFL Man of the Year and in 2012 received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Greater Cleveland Sports Awards.

His career is littered with awards and honors; he was the team captain for a number of seasons and also won team offensive MVP honors in 1975. He was a Pro Bowler in 1980, as well.

To this day he enjoys what he does, being part of the radio team and spending time in Berea at the Browns’ training complex and headquarters.

He also still has a special relationship with the fans, from those who rooted for him as a player to those who now listen to him every week on the team’s broadcasts.

“The difference between then and now, the players they have the valet parking in the stadium, when in the old days you parked your car across the street in the parking lot, so after the game you walked out of the stadium, you didn’t have to know what the score was, by the time you got to the car you knew if it was a good game or a bad game,” Dieken said.

“There was a bit of accountability for the players, you couldn’t hide, you were exposed and constructive criticism was good; it wasn’t always constructive, but that’s the way the town was.

“It was a great relationship with the players and the fans.”

Dieken still shares in that relationship, but in a different way: from the broadcast booth instead of the playing field. But the bond between him and the Browns is stronger than ever.


CHAPTER 2

ANDRA DAVIS

Linebacker 2002–2008

The Game: September 7, 2003, vs Indianapolis Colts at Browns Stadium

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 9—CLEVELAND BROWNS 6

ANDRA DAVIS WAS a player the Cleveland Browns organization was fortunate to have, a player who played with everything he had during his seven years with the organization.

Davis was drafted by the Browns in the fifth round out of Florida in 2002, taken with the 141st pick. He was recognized as a first-team All-SEC selection, and a second-team All-American in his senior season in Florida.

The Browns watched him closely leading up to draft day and pulled the trigger on the linebacker in the fifth round.

“Them drafting me out of college and taking a chance on me, my time in Cleveland was absolutely amazing,” Davis recalls.

“When I was drafted I didn’t know very much about the team, but being able to learn and understand the tradition, it was an honor to play for such a storied franchise.”

Davis was born in Live Oak, Florida, and attended Suwannee High School, where he was a four-year starter on the Suwannee Bulldogs football team.

His senior season in 1996 was his best. He was captain for both the football and basketball teams, and was also a first-team Florida Class 4A all-state selection, and a SuperPrep high school All-American in football.


Notes on Andra Davis

Years Played: 2002–2008

Position: Linebacker

Height: 6'1"

Weight: 250

Hometown: Live Oak, FL

Current Residence: Aurora, CO

Occupation: Owns a motivational speaking and educational company, “All Roads Open”

Accomplishments: Attended Suwannee High School, where he was the captain of both the football and baseball teams his senior season. Was a first-team All-SEC selection and a second-team All-American in his senior season in Florida. Was a SuperPrep high school All-American in football. Played in 143 career NFL games over ten seasons, this after being a 2002 fifth-round pick of the Browns. He recorded 786 tackles, 12 sacks, and nine interceptions during his career with the Browns, Broncos, and Bills. He posted 100-plus tackles in three of his first five seasons in Cleveland and received the Bills’ Ed Block Courage Award in 2011, which is given to players who exemplify inspiration, sportsmanship, and courage, as decided by their teammates. Graduated with a bachelor’s degree in social sciences at UNLV in 2012. The father of three daughters: Alisha, 15; Amber, 12; and Andrea, 9.

Nickname: None



Following high school, Davis attended the University of Florida, where as a junior in 2000 he played on the Gators’ SEC Championship team.

In his 35 games at Florida, he was the starter for 23 of them and ended his career with 232 tackles, five sacks, and four forced fumbles.

Despite his solid career at Florida, where in his senior season he was also a first-team All-SEC selection and a second-team All-American, he lasted till the fifth round of the 2002 NFL Draft, something that always seemed to bother Davis.

“I felt like I had a lot to prove that year. And every year,” Davis said.

“I felt that I should have been drafted earlier. I went fifth round, but I knew I was better than that, so I felt like I had a lot to prove. It’s easy to go out there and prove people wrong when you feel that you’ve been robbed, and also when you have responsibilities.”

The Browns’ 2002 season saw the team go 9–7, good enough for their only playoff appearance. Davis played in all 16 games but never got a start.

Heading into 2003, the team was in a transition at the linebacker spot, trying to add young players while still having them battle with veterans for playing time. Davis was in the mix for some of that playing time.

“I was named the starter during camp, but it happened late,” Davis recalls of training camp 2003.

“They had brought in Barry Gardner from Philly that year. He was a true professional. We competed, but at the same time he helped me and showed me what it was like to be a professional.”

Davis needed to stand out to become a starter entering 2003, and, while competing with others on the roster, he was finally able to make an impact.

“It was late in the camp and I remember talking to Chaun Thompson, and me and B.G. were battling for the position on who was going to be the starting linebacker, and knowing I had a child on the way I told Chaun, ‘Man, I gotta do something,’ Davis said.

“After we had that conversation I went out and had a really good practice, and finished it up with a really good preseason game.

“It was the third preseason game where most of the so-called starters play, and ever since then it was a wrap.”

Much was expected from the Browns in 2003. With the team coming off a narrow loss to Pittsburgh in the playoffs, people felt the Browns were an up-and-coming team ready to turn the corner.

For Davis, that opening day against a future Hall of Fame quarterback was a special one.

The Game

I was fortunate enough to have a bunch of big games individually. But I would just say my first NFL start against the Indianapolis Colts and Peyton Manning.

The opener in 2003. My daughter was born the next day, so there was a lot going on.

We knew that it was my first NFL start, but at the same time my wife was about to have my second child, the next day or any minute.

So I will always remember that time. Those two days were great. We lost to the Colts, 9–6, but to hold Peyton Manning to nine points, I thought that was a huge feat for three incoming second-year starters.

The Browns had just got rid of all their veteran players the year before, so no one really knew what was gonna happen. But we did know that we had to go out there and leave it all out on the field.

No one knew what was going to happen with three new starters, especially at the linebacker spot.

Our three young linebackers, myself included, were all making their first NFL starts.

All eyes were on us. People thought we were going to get blown out. The Colts had Edgerrin James, the running back. Manning at quarterback.

Marvin Harrison and Reggie Wayne at wide receiver, and for us to go out there and hold them to three field goals, that gave us a lot of confidence to know that if we held them to nine points, we were able to go out and compete with anybody.

It was different because a couple other linebackers, Ben Taylor and Kelvin Bentley, were already penciled in as starters early in the spring. I was the last one to be named starter.

I felt I was more mature because I had a kid already and a kid on the way, and was married. So my personal life was simpler than theirs.

They were more into going out and I was a family guy. I was either at work or at home. So it was a lot easier in that aspect, but it was also more pressure on me because I had more responsibilities than them, so I just knew I had to do more.

I always felt I was a natural leader. I’m the type of guy to say what’s on my mind, but I always try to lead by example, as well.

Playing against Manning was a huge thrill, and a great challenge. During that time he was basically in the prime of his career. He was definitely Hall of Fame caliber from day one all the way through.

I remember the game was tied, and it was late in the fourth quarter. They got the ball, and they put together a final drive to end up kicking a field goal to win the game.

During that last drive, I remember we had a couple of opportunities to get off the field, but we didn’t. And they made the plays.

They showed why they were as good as they were. They didn’t panic under pressure. The DawgPound was rockin’ that day.

The Colts just did what they did. They took care of their business. They didn’t fold, and just played good ball.

The Aftermath

The Browns’ 2003 season was a tough one. Coming off the playoff season in 2002, the team went 5–11, and after sitting at 3–3 after six games the team went 2–8 in their final ten contests.

The team lost 11 games overall but suffered just four blowouts in those 11 setbacks. Davis recalls how hard the team fought in ’03 but just were not able to close out games.

“It was very rarely that someone just beat us really bad,” Davis said.

“We just could never get the ball to bounce our way. We could never do something to make the extra play. It seemed like my whole career in Cleveland the teams were just that same way. Even the year that we went 10–6, we missed the playoffs. It’s like ‘Come on. What more do we have to do?’”

Davis was a part of the 2007 team that was one bad late season loss in Cincinnati away from making the postseason and then moved on after the 2008 season.

He spent the 2009 season in Denver with the Broncos and then played his final two years in Buffalo with the Bills before retiring after the 2011 campaign.

Today he is back in Colorado, living in the beautiful city of Aurora and running his own business called “All Roads Open,” helping others become better people.

“I do a lot of mentoring and public speaking. Just giving back to the kids. To motivate them to do better than I did. AllRoadsOpen.org,” Davis said.

“It’s a non-profit organization; we do a lot of community service and giving back. I have three daughters. My oldest plays basketball, and my two youngest play soccer. It’s non-stop, so now I’m like Davis taxi cab. I live about eight minutes from the Broncos’ facility in Aurora, Colorado.”

Davis built himself up from a player who should have been drafted sooner to one whom Browns fans embraced during his time with the franchise.

He still thinks about his time with the Browns, and has great respect for the fans and organization that made him a name player on teams that just couldn’t get over the hump.

“For me to work my way up and become a household name in Cleveland, I wish I could have finished my career there, but it was just great, a great time for me, and I loved everything about being in Cleveland,” Davis said.

“I wish we would have won more, but even through the losses I would not have wanted to go through that with anyone else than with the guys that I played with in Cleveland. Everybody truly cared.”

It’s rare for a former Browns player to not mention the fans, and how no matter the weather, the record, or circumstances, for them to come out week after week.

Davis himself is included in the list of former Browns who loved the fans who would turn out week after week and show up at the stadium on Sunday, ready to cheer on the brown and orange.

“Every week those fans were there; they were loyal,” Davis remembers.

“Cleveland is a blue collar, hard-working town, and they know that if you are doing your best, that’s all that they really expect. They were disappointed when we lost, but if they know you gave everything you had, then they would respect you for that.”


CHAPTER 3

MATT STOVER

Kicker 1991–1995

The Game: November 6, 1994, vs New England Patriots at Cleveland Stadium

CLEVELAND BROWNS 13—NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 6

WHEN FORMER CLEVELAND Browns kicker Matt Stover took the field and wound up pointing to the sky, it almost always meant something good had just happened.

It was Stover’s signature trademark, something he did a lot converting 108 of 134 field goals in the five years he played for the Browns.

Stover has the distinction of being the “last” true Browns player ever in terms of transitioning from one franchise to another.

He went with the team to Baltimore in 1996 and played for the Ravens for 13 seasons, all the way till 2008.

No other player who left Cleveland with the first regime of the Browns for Baltimore played nearly that long.

“People say to me all the time how I was the last remaining Brown for 13 years after the move, and how incredible it was,” Stover recalls.

Born in Dallas, Texas, in January of 1968, Stover played his high school ball at Lake Highlands High School in Dallas.

Oddly enough, another former Browns kicker attended the same high school, that being Phil Dawson, who kicked for the Browns from 1999 to 2012.
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