


[image: Cover]






CHRONOS CRIME CHRONICLES

Jane Parker:

The Downfall of Two Tudor Queens?






CHRONOS CRIME CHRONICLES


Jane Parker:

The Downfall of Two Tudor Queens?

Charlie Fenton





Winchester, UK
 Washington, USA










First published by Chronos Books, 2021

Chronos Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd., No. 3 East St., Alresford, Hampshire SO24 9EE, UK

office@jhpbooks.com

www.johnhuntpublishing.com

www.chronosbooks.com

For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.

Text copyright: Charlie Fenton 2020

ISBN: 978 1 78904 443 0

978 1 78904 444 7 (ebook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2020934426

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.

The rights of Charlie Fenton as author have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Design: Stuart Davies



UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

Printed in North America by CPI GPS partners


We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.







To my parents, who have supported me throughout my research and indulged my love of history, putting up with many trips to castles and historic sites.







Introduction


‘For this principal matter between the queen and her brother, there was brought forth, indeed, witness, his wicked wife accuser of her own husband, even to the seeking of his blood, which I believe is hardly to be showed of any honest woman ever done. But of her, the judgement that fell out upon her, and the just punishment by law after of her naughtiness, show that what she did was more to be rid of him than of true ground against him.’1




These are the words George Wyatt used to describe Jane Parker, Lady Rochford, near the end of Elizabeth I’s reign. Wyatt accused Jane of plotting against her husband and sister-in-law, Anne Boleyn, and stated that she deserved her downfall alongside another Tudor queen, Katherine Howard. This has also been the general consensus among recent historians, with Eric Ives calling Jane ‘Anne’s enemy’ and Lacey Baldwin-Smith going so far as to call her a ‘pathological meddler, with most of the instincts of a procuress who achieves a vicarious pleasure from arranging assignations’.2 However, no contemporary account described her as such and the sources used by these historians are of a later date, when they had the benefit of hindsight and knew she was executed for being involved in Katherine Howard’s affair with Thomas Culpepper.

Jane Parker was the wife of George Boleyn and served five of Henry VIII’s six wives, but has remained mainly in the shadows until now. When she has been mentioned in the past, it has been in connection with either Anne Boleyn or Katherine Howard, not as her own person, and any mention of her has almost always been a negative one. Her portrayals in the popular TV series The Tudors and Wolf Hall has not helped matters, with them depicting her as the spiteful wife who willingly approached Thomas Cromwell with evidence against her husband and Anne Boleyn, and, in the case of The Tudors, even as a voyeur to Katherine Howard and Culpepper’s passionate relationship.

Jane’s involvement with Katherine and her own downfall alongside her has coloured our view of her and many have failed to take into account the difficult position she was in and the intense mental strain she was under, which resulted in a nervous breakdown while in custody. She may have helped Katherine meet Culpepper, but she likely had no choice in the matter and was not the willing participant she has often been made out to be.

This book will seek to tell the true story of Jane Parker, dispelling the myths and looking at her as a woman who was just trying to survive in the dangerous world of the Tudor court. It aims to present a faithful view of her marriage to George, that of a convenient but not unhappy relationship, something that is rarely seen in other books on the subject. Jane will be history’s scapegoat for no longer.





Chapter 1

Early Life

Jane Parker was the daughter of Henry Parker, Lord Morley, and his wife, Alice St John. She was one of at least four children the couple had after their marriage sometime between 1499 and 1503, although only three of the children achieved much of significance to add to the historical record. She would have lived a comfortable life as the daughter of one of the lords of the land.1 Morley had served in Margaret Beaufort’s household when he was younger and so his loyalty was firmly established and, with the Wars of the Roses over, Jane could expect a fairly secure and even happy future.

As with the majority of Tudor women, we do not have a precise date of birth for Jane and so we have to make an estimate using the evidence we have available. One of the most valuable pieces of evidence is the skeleton that was suggested to be Jane herself, unearthed in the nineteenth century. After doing some work on the floor of the chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula in the Tower of London, the skeletons of those interred there were examined and documented. After finding no skeleton in the place where Katherine Howard was said to have been buried, it was reported that:


‘The portions of the skeleton of the second female found, were those of a woman probably of forty years of age, of larger frame than Katharine Howard. They may possibly therefore have been those of Lady Rochford, who was executed at the same time.’2




This would, therefore, place Jane at around the same age as that of her future husband, George Boleyn, whose birth date has been suggested as being between 1503 and 1504, with 1504 being the more likely of the two.3 There was no mention of a notable age gap between the two either when the marriage was being arranged or after and, had there been one, those like George Wyatt who wrote against her years later surely would have used it to support their theory of her being a jealous woman and in an unhappy marriage. We can say with as much certainty as possible with the scant evidence we have available that Jane was born around 1504 or 1505.

Jane grew up in the manor of Great Hallingbury in Essex, the Morley family seat. It had descended with the title through the Lovell family to the Parkers, in which the barony was revived.4

Having been born into a wealthy and well-connected family, her parents would have soon started planning for her future. Several years after her birth, a new king had come to the throne, bringing with him hope for a happier England after the paranoia and numerous taxes under Henry VII. Henry VIII’s reign also brought hope of a livelier court, as his wife, the Spanish Katherine of Aragon, was the first queen consort since Elizabeth of York’s death six years ago. Managing to secure a place for their daughter at this court would have been one of the highest honours for the Parkers, it would ensure she made valuable connections and she might even meet her future husband there.

England was a Catholic country at the time of Jane’s birth and so she would have been raised as such. Her father, Lord Morley, was a staunch Catholic himself and would continue to be one even after Henry VIII’s break with Rome, having a good relationship with Princess Mary but still managing to stay in the king’s good books.

We do not know much about Jane’s early life, but we know that, sometime in early 1520, Morley managed to secure his daughter a place at court, serving Queen Katherine of Aragon as a maid of honour. A position at court was a privilege and one that many young women would have aspired to, it was a way of representing and furthering their family as well as having the ear of the queen. Jane would have been around 16 or 17 years old at the time, an age at which she would also have been anticipating a match being made for her, and would have no idea just where this path would lead her.





Chapter 2

At Henry VIII’s Court

We know that Jane arrived at court in time to see the spectacular event that was the Field of Cloth of Gold, as a ‘mistres Parker’ is recorded in the Calais Chronicle as having attended, alongside another notable woman, ‘mistres Carie’.1 Mistress Carey was Mary Boleyn, Jane’s future sister-in-law and a woman who would soon become one of Henry VIII’s mistresses. The Field of Cloth of Gold was a celebration of the treaty between Henry VIII and Francis I of France, which had been made in 1514, and there was some hope that it would increase the friendship between the two kings. It was held in June 1520, so we know that Jane had at least entered service sometime before the event. She may not have even had the chance to settle into court life, with the Field of Cloth of Gold being one of the first and most notable experiences of her career.

As a maid of honour, Jane would have served the Queen with other unmarried ladies and they would have been expected to polish their manners and learn useful skills that would make them a good wife to a well-born gentleman. Despite the honour of having the ear of the Queen, the tasks Jane would have been required to perform could be quite menial at times. Outside of court events, such as the Field of Cloth of Gold, she could have been called on to hold a basin of water for the Queen to wash her hands in before dinner or hold a cloth before her face for her to spit into.2

However, there were some other benefits to being a maid of honour. Jane would have been given free accommodation and permitted one servant and a spaniel.3 Each maid was entitled to a breakfast of a chine of beef, two loaves of bread and a gallon of ale, with similar portions for the remaining meals. They were also paid annual salaries, which rose from £5 to £10 during Henry VIII’s reign, so from £2,600 to £4,213 in today’s money.4
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