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			Common Loon, Gavia immer

			Horned Grebe, Podiceps auritus

			Pied-billed Grebe, Podilymbus podiceps

			Northern Gannet, Morus bassanus

			Wood Stork, Mycteria americana

			Double-crested Cormorant, Phalacrocorax auritus

			Anhinga, Anhinga anhinga

			Brown Pelican, Pelecanus occidentalis

			American Bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus

			Least Bittern, Ixobrychus exilis

			Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias

			Great Egret, Ardea alba

			Snowy Egret, Egretta thula

			Little Blue Heron, Egretta caerulea

			Tricolored Heron, Egretta tricolor

			Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis

			Green Heron, Butorides virescens

			Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax

			Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Nyctanassa violacea

			White Ibis, Eudocimus albus

			Black Vulture, Coragyps atratus

			Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura

			Osprey, Pandion haliaetus

			Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides forficatus

			Mississippi Kite, Ictinia mississippiensis

			Northern Harrier, Circus cyaneus

			Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus

			Cooper’s Hawk, Accipiter cooperii

			Red-shouldered Hawk, Buteo lineatus

			Broad-winged Hawk, Buteo lineatus

			Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis

			American Kestrel, Falco sparverius

			Peregrine Falcon, Falco peregrinus

			Black Rail, Laterallus jamaicensis

			Clapper Rail, Rallus longirostris

			Sora, Porzana carolina

			Common Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus

			Purple Gallinule, Porphyrio martinica

			American Coot, Fulica americana

			Black-bellied Plover, Pluvialis squatarola

			Semipalmated Plover, Charadrius semipalmatus

			Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus

			American Oystercatcher, Haematopus palliatus

			Black-necked Stilt, Himantopus mexicanus

			Spotted Sandpiper, Actitus macularius

			Greater Yellowlegs, Tringa melanoleuca

			Willet, Tringa semipalmatus

			Marbled Godwit, Limosa fedoa

			Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpres

			Red Knot, Calidris canutus

			Sanderling, Calidris alba

			Western Sandpiper, Calidris mauri

			Dunlin, Calidris alpina

			American Woodcock, Scolopax minor

			Bonaparte’s Gull, Chroicocephalus philadelphia

			Laughing Gull, Leucophaeus atricilla

			Ring-billed Gull, Larus delewarensis

			Herring Gull, Larus argentatus

			Great Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus

			Least Tern, Sternula antillarum

			Forster’s Tern, Sterna forsteri

			Royal Tern, Thalasseus maxima

			Sandwich Tern, Thalasseus sandvicensis

			Caspian Tern, Sterna caspia

			Black Skimmer, Rynchops niger

			Rock Pigeon, Columba livia

			Eurasian Collared-Dove, Streptopelia decaocto

			Mourning Dove, Zenaida macroura

			Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus

			Barn Owl, Tyto alba

			Eastern Screech-Owl, Megascops asio

			Great Horned Owl, Bubo virginianus

			Barred Owl, Strix varia

			Common Nighthawk, Chordeiles minor

			Chuck-will’s-widow, Caprimulgus carolinensis

			Chimney Swift, Chaetura pelagica

			Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Archilochus colubris

			Belted Kingfisher, Megaceryle alcyon

			Red-headed Woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus

			Red-bellied Woodpecker, Melanerpes carolinus

			Downy Woodpecker, Picoides pubescens

			Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Picoides borealis

			Pileated Woodpecker, Dryocopus pileatus

			Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratus

		

			
			PASSERINES

			Eastern Wood-Pewee, Contopus virens

			Acadian Flycatcher, Empidonax virescens

			Eastern Phoebe, Sayornis phoebe

			Great Crested Flycatcher, Myiarchus crinitus

			Eastern Kingbird, Tyrannus tyrannus

			Loggerhead Shrike, Lanius ludovicianus

			White-eyed Vireo, Vireo griseus

			Yellow-throated Vireo, Vireo flavifrons

			Blue-headed Vireo, Vireo solitarius

			Red-eyed Vireo, Vireo olivaceus

			Blue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata

			American Crow, Corvus brachyrhynchos

			Purple Martin, Progne subis

			Tree Swallow, Tachycineta bicolor

			Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Stelgidopteryx serripennis

			Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica

			Carolina Chickadee, Poecile carolinensis

			Tufted Titmouse, Baeolophus bicolor

			White-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta carolinensis

			Red-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta canadensis

			Brown-headed Nuthatch, Sitta pusilla

			Brown Creeper, Certhia americana

			Carolina Wren, Thryothorus ludovicianus

			Winter Wren, Troglodytes hiemalis

			House Wren, Troglodytes aedon

			Marsh Wren, Cistothorus palustris

			Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Polioptila caerulea

			Golden-crowned Kinglet, Regulus satrapa

			Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Regulus calendula

			Eastern Bluebird, Sialia sialis

			Hermit Thrush, Catharus guttatus

			Wood Thrush, Hylocichla mustelina

			American Robin, Turdus migratorius

			Gray Catbird, Dumetella carolinensis

			Northern Mockingbird, Mimus polyglottos

			Brown Thrasher, Toxostoma rufum

			European Starling, Sturnus vulgaris

			Cedar Waxwing, Bombycilla cedrorum

			Golden-winged Warbler, Vermivora chrysoptera

			Northern Parula, Parula americana

			Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle Warbler), Dendroica coronata coronata

			Yellow-throated Warbler, Dendroica dominica

			Pine Warbler, Dendroica pinus

			Prairie Warbler, Dendroica discolor

			Black-and-white Warbler, Mniotilta varia

			American Redstart, Setophaga ruticilla

			Prothonotary Warbler, Protonotaria citrea

			Worm-eating Warbler, Helmitheros vermivorum

			Louisiana Waterthrush, Parkesia motacilla

			Common Yellowthroat, Geothlypis trichas

			Hooded Warbler, Wilsonia citrina

			Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria virens

			Eastern Towhee, Pipilo erythrophthalmus

			Bachman’s Sparrow, Peucaea aestivalis

			Chipping Sparrow, Spizella passerina

			Field Sparrow, Spizella pusilla

			Grasshopper Sparrow, Ammodramus savannarum

			Seaside Sparrow, Ammodramus maritimus

			Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia

			White-throated Sparrow, Zonotrichia albicollis

			Summer Tanager, Piranga rubra

			Northern Cardinal, Cardinalis cardinalis

			Blue Grosbeak, Guiraca caerulea

			Indigo Bunting, Passerina cyanea

			Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius phoeniceus

			Eastern Meadowlark, Sturnella magna

			Rusty Blackbird, Euphagus carolinus

			Common Grackle, Quiscalus quiscula

			Boat-tailed Grackle, Quiscalus major

			Brown-headed Cowbird, Molothrus ater

			Orchard Oriole, Icterus spurius

			Baltimore Oriole, Icterus galbula

			House Finch, Carpodacus mexicanus

			American Goldfinch, Spinus tristis

			House Sparrow, Passer domesticus

		

			
			About the Author/Illustrator

		

		

	
		
			Introduction

			South Carolina gently rises from the Atlantic Ocean at its eastern border to the Blue Ridge Mountains at its northwestern corner. The subtropical low country of the east is dominated by a great coastal plain with an undulating coastline of bays, estuaries, and beaches. Here you will find all manner of shorebirds, gulls, terns, and waterfowl, including tropical species such as the Anhinga and the Wood Stork. The inner part of this plain is marked by the sandhill region—relic of an ancient seafloor—and terminates at the “fall line” with the clay soils of the hilly piedmont region. Farther westward the land slopes into mountains that are home to an array of forest birds and breeding warblers.

			This geographic diversity, with its accompanying array of climatic and vegetative zones, provides for an incredible number and variety of bird species. South Carolina supports habitat for resident breeders and seasonal visitors, as well as those birds passing through on migration to and from South America and Canada. Although South Carolina is home to or visited by more than 400 species of birds, this guide describes 177 of the most common birds you are likely to encounter and will give you a good start to understanding the birdlife here.

		

	
		
			Notes about the Species Accounts

			Order

			The order of species listed in this guide is based on the latest version of the Checklist of North American Birds, published by the American Ornithologists' Union. In an effort to remain current, I have used the most recent arrangement, so the arrangement of some groups, especially within the nonpasserines, may be slightly different than that of older field guides.

			Names

			For each entry I have included the common name as well as the scientific name. Since common names tend to vary regionally or there may be more than one common name for each species, the universally accepted scientific name of genus and species (such as Hylocichla mustelina, for the Wood Thrush) is more reliable to be certain of identification. Also, you can often learn interesting facts about a bird by the English translation of its Latin name. For instance, hylocichla refers to “forest,” the Wood Thrush’s favored habitat, and mustelina refers to the weasel-like color of its plumage.

			Families

			Birds are grouped into families based on similar traits, behaviors, and genetics. When trying to identify an unfamiliar bird, it is often helpful to first place it into a family, which will limit your search to a smaller group. For example, if you see a long-legged, long-billed bird lurking in the shallows, you can begin your search in the family group of Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets) and narrow your search from there.

			Size

			The size listed for each bird is the average length from the tip of its bill to the end of its tail, if the bird was laid out flat. Sometimes females and males vary in size, and this is mentioned in the text. Size can be misleading if you are looking at a small bird that happens to have a very long tail or bill. It may be more effective to use the bird’s relative size or judge the size difference between two or more species.

		

		
			Season

			The season provided in the accounts is when the greatest number of individuals occur in South Carolina. Some species are year-round residents that breed here. Others may spend only summers or winters in the state, and some may be transient, only stopping during the spring or fall migration. Even if only part of the year is indicated for a species, be aware that individuals may arrive earlier or remain for longer than that time frame. Plumage also changes with the season for many birds, and this is indicated in the text and illustrations.

			Habitat

			A bird’s habitat is one of the first clues to its identification. Note the environment where you see a bird and compare it with the description listed. This can be especially helpful when identifying a bird that shares traits with related species. For example, Cattle Egrets and Snowy Egrets are similar, but Cattle Egrets are found in drier fields and pastures, while Snowy Egrets prefer swamps and open water.
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