
  [image: Cover Page of Tales from the Maryland Terrapins]


  [image: Title Page of Tales from the Maryland Terrapins]


  Copyright © 2003 by Dave Ungrady

  Epilogue © 2014 by Dave Ungrady

  All photos are courtesy of Maryland Media Relations.

  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Sports Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.

  Sports Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Sports Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or

  sportspubbooks@skyhorsepublishing.com.

  Sports Publishing® is a registered trademark of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

  Visit our website at www.sportspubbooks.com.

  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

  Cover design by Tom Lau

  Cover photo credit UMD Athletics

  Print ISBN: 978-1-61321-713-9

  Ebook ISBN: 978-1-61321-746-7

  Printed in the United States of America


   To my wonderful wife Sharon,

  whose support made the writing of this book possible.


  Acknowledgments

  Most of the inspiration for my writing this book comes from the athletes, coaches and friends whom I met and who have influenced, for good or bad, the way I have lived most of my life.

  Thanks to Jim Dietsch, my soccer coach at Maryland, who let me be a part of a great team despite a season-long injury; the ever-amiable and entertaining Frank Costello, the head track coach; Stan Pitts, my running coach, whose trademark “Sooooeeey” call from across the track to provide motivation during workouts still echoes in my ear today; assistant track coach and later athletic director Dick Dull, for his kind heart; my first roommate Joe Bonelli, the Italian Stallion, who made college life entertaining; my second roommate Todd Hixson, whom I consider my fourth brother and the truest friend I have today; sprinter Manny Rosenberg, who taught me a sense of adventure that I will never forget; soccer teammate Dave Dorozinsky, a lifelong friend; and to all my track and soccer teammates, who helped provide memories worthy of two lifetimes. To Dave Fields, a great friend and avid Maryland fan who helped with the book, and to all the others who touched my life at Maryland to varying levels of significance—thanks for the good times and the bad. It was the best way to learn about life.


  Foreword

  by

  Boomer Esiason

  In January 1979, my not-so-spectacular high school football career at East Islip High School in Long Island was over and I had not received one scholarship offer to play college football. So I immersed myself in the high school basketball season.

  In a game against our heated rival, West Islip, I managed to have one of my best and most satisfying games as a basketball player. We weren’t the greatest team, and West Islip was one of the best in the state of New York that year. One of the best players for West Islip was Bill McFadden. He was also one of the most highly recruited football players at the time from Long Island. He could have picked Penn State, Syracuse or Virginia, but chose to attend Maryland.

  We somehow won that game against West Islip that night in their gym, and my performance came at the right moment. Why? After the game my basketball coach told me that the University of Maryland coaches wanted to see me. My initial thought was, “What in the world is Lefty Driesell doing at my basketball game in West Islip?”

  As I walked out of the locker room, I was shocked to see Tom Groom, a University of Maryland assistant football coach, who, from what I remember, was at the game to watch McFadden play. He said, “I had no idea you could run and are as athletic as you are.” I told him that my high school football coach wouldn’t let me run with the football because he thought I would get hurt.

  Coach Groom then invited me to visit the Maryland campus. During my weekend visit, I developed food poisoning and saw little of the campus, other than the Adult Education Hotel & Conference Center, where I was staying. Still, that Sunday, to my complete surprise, head coach Jerry Claiborne offered me a scholarship.

  Who could have known at that time what was about to happen during my four and a half years at Maryland?

  My freshman year, I was a roommate with that kid from West Islip, Bill McFadden. I played junior varsity football that year, but I got a chance to suit up for a varsity game. During home games, Coach Claiborne picked one “zingo,” an underclassman who normally would not dress for a varsity game, to do so. He picked me for the first game of the season, against Villanova at Byrd Stadium. I fully expected to play that game and was disappointed when I did not. That shows you how full of myself I was then.

  I thought I was ready to play varsity my sophomore season. But I had read in the Washington Post that when summer practice started that year I was slated to be redshirted for the upcoming season. The coaches never told me ahead of time.

  I was mad at the coaches, as well as disappointed and disillusioned. For the second consecutive season I found myself sitting in the students’ section on game days, sometimes drinking Jack Daniel’s and beers, instead of on the sidelines in my uniform, ready for action. I bitched, complained, felt sorry for myself, and practically flunked out of school.

  After a tough summer session in 1981, I fought my way back academically and was positioned as the third-string quarterback heading into my second year of eligibility. Both Bob Milkovich and Brent Dewitz got injured in our opening game at Vanderbilt. Claiborne had no choice but to send in the maniac kid from Long Island the next week against West Virginia. I seized the opportunity and never looked back.

  I owe a debt of gratitude to Claiborne and his coaching staff for sticking with me through the tough times. But it was athletic director Dick Dull’s decision to hire Bobby Ross as our new head coach to replace Claiborne that more significantly affected my career. Dull’s stroke of genius enabled Maryland’s football program to become known as Quarterback U. in the 1980s.

  Under the guidance of Ross, and his offensive coaching staff that included quarterback guru Joe Krivak and offensive line coach Ralph Friedgen, young quarterbacks were given a system that utilized their strengths as prototypical pocket passers. Frank Reich, Stan Gelbaugh and I all went on to have successful collegiate and professional careers because of Ross. In the early to mid-1980s, a spotlight was shining on a new national football power: the University of Maryland.

  My greatest memory while at Maryland came in a two-point victory over No. 3-ranked North Carolina in our final home game my senior year. In a nationally televised, hotly contested game, we won in the final minute. Thousands of fans stormed the field and carried us off in triumph. I definitely shed a tear that day. It was a resounding personal victory due to the long and bumpy road I had traveled. What made it special was the feeling of accomplishment that we, as a team, had finally brought Maryland football back to where it once had been—a national power.

  Most importantly, I was fortunate to go to a school such as Maryland that provided a great learning environment for academics and life in general. It was big and competitive and had everything I needed to help me grow.

  The people you meet in college are a big part of your life. There were so many people who were good to me and made me the player and person that I became. I often feel extremely fortunate that I had the chance to attend Maryland. With a little luck, I was able to fight through some difficult times. Still, when I think of those days, as tough as they were at times, they don’t compare with the hardships endured by someone like my son Gunner, who battles with cystic fibrosis.

  Maryland helped me grow up and mature. From that first game when I dressed as a zingo to the last game when I was carried off the field as a hero, those days at Maryland played a big part in making me who I am today.
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  Love and Maryland Athletics

  Colonel Tom Fields sat across the restaurant table from his youngest son, Dave, and me, reminiscing about his magnificent Maryland career during the chatty lunch session. We were all runners at one time for the University of Maryland. The colonel was one of Maryland’s first national-caliber runners, in the late 1930s and early 1940s, and later was a Marine Corps commander.

  Dave and I were teammates in the late 1970s. He was a steady contributor to the cross-country program; I was an All-Conference middle distance runner and a captain of the track team in 1980.

  During that late winter day in 2003, the 84-year-old colonel wore a black windbreaker emblazoned with “University of Maryland Athletics” in gold on the left chest. He also wore a ring given to him and former teammate Jim Kehoe as top Maryland athletes one year. The ring had lost some of its clarity and luster. The lettering had softened, and it was difficult to comprehend the reason for the dull-sculpted image of a woman standing alone. What was she holding in her hand?

  Those minor cosmetic flaws didn’t matter. The ring still radiated surreal symbolism when you thought of what it meant to the colonel and its place in the history of University of Maryland athletics. Pride poured out of its pores, more so when the always engaging elder Fields told the story about the ring and his marriage.

  The ring was the only one on any of the colonel’s fingers, prompting his son to ask him for the first time, “Dad, where’s your wedding ring?”

  “Ahhhhhh,” the colonel growled, a sign he was about to shift into recollection mode.

  He had been dating Patricia, his future wife, for one year. In 1952, at the age of 34, it was time for the suave socialite to trade in his lady-chasing shoes. A second running career was about to end. He and his wife-to-be talked about wedding rings. She asked him if he wanted one.

  “No,” he told her. “I’ve got a ring.”

  The colonel’s new love, one that would yield four children and a golden wedding anniversary, was not his first love. The colonel’s first love, his lifelong mistress—the University of Maryland—radiated red and white and glowed black and gold. It gave him a lifetime of tremendous memories as an elite athlete. It provided the backdrop for his legacy as the first athletic fundraiser of impact at the school, the commander of the school’s fundraising group that financially helps drive athletics at the school today. It is a love that is still strong and one that has comfortably complemented the love for his wife.

  The colonel has been married 51 years. He’s been in love with the University of Maryland for more than 60 years. Can a man be more blessed than to have two such strong and lingering loves in his life?
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  The Early Years: War Influence Fades, Athletics Begin

  The dawn of athletics at the University of Maryland dates back to around the time of the Civil War, when informal baseball and football games were played at Maryland Agricultural College, which opened in 1856.

  Interest in athletics between schools grew slowly, in part because the U.S. War Department opposed intercollegiate athletics. The department felt physical education at the schools rivaled military training. But military influence eventually waned.

  Baseball and Buck

  The first recorded intercollegiate game in the history of the school was in 1888, when Maryland’s baseball team faced a team of students from St. John’s College and the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Some records say M.A.C. played St. John’s in the morning and the Naval Academy in the afternoon and that M.A.C. won at least one of the games. The baseball team’s first official year was 1893, when it finished the season with a 1-5 record.

  Like other athletic teams at Maryland during the late 19th and early 20th century, the baseball team was a varsity club that played mostly local colleges, high schools and amateur teams. Coaches and managers were students and played on the teams.

  One player stood out during that period. Infielder Charles “Buck” Herzog was also the team manager before he left M.A.C. in 1905. The Baltimore native played in the majors for six teams from 1908 to 1920. He won at least three pennants with the New York Giants and also managed that team.

  Football’s Early Follies

  In 1890, a football team composed mostly of M.A.C. students lost to two local high schools in Maryland, Sandy Spring and Laurel. The college did not officially recognize the team, but they did not forbid the team from using the school’s name. The players provided their own uniforms.

  The team of 1890 featured 11 men playing 60-minute games. With the same number of players and two new additions to the roster, M.A.C. played three games in 1891. It is unclear who won the first two games against Hyattsville and Gallaudet. But there’s no question who won the third game. M.A.C. beat Sandy Spring on Thanksgiving Day, prompting the school to formally organize an athletic association the following year.

  Wrong Way Shorty

  Pearse “Shorty” Prough, the fleet Aggies halfback, performed a dubious feat in the Episcopal game that first season. After recovering an Episcopal fumble, he ran the wrong way for 30 yards, then reversed his field and ended up with a 35-yard net gain. Apparently it was the team’s only positive yardage of the game.

  When contacted later to reflect on the play, Prough said one more block from a teammate on his run would have resulted in an M.A.C. touchdown. Episcopal High’s Monthly Chronicle wrote that Maryland’s play “showed an unaccreditable ignorance of football.”

  Champions or Cheaters

  In 1893, the Aggie football team turned things around, winning its first championship and finishing the year 6-0. The Aggies beat two high schools, a club team and three colleges. M.A.C. shut out its first four opponents. The Aggies were District of Columbia champions and won the collegiate championship of Maryland with wins over Johns Hopkins, St. John’s and Western Maryland, but not without a little controversy.

  The win over St. John’s was perhaps the most dramatic of the season. With the Aggies ahead 6-0 and possessing the ball on St. John’s 25-yard line, St. John’s walked off the field 20 minutes into the second half, claiming a referee had made a bad decision. Here’s how St. John’s described the incident in a response they wrote in the Baltimore American newspaper three days after the game:

  “At an early period of the game, when the St. John’s team was within 15 yards of their adversary’s goal, a decision by which the M.A.C. were allowed to score the only touchdown made by the quarterback after a run of 90 yards, with no one in pursuit, appeared a very doubtful one. After this the wranglings and objections were the principal factors introduced in the game, obviously to cause delay and waste time . . .”

  Another account written in a Maryland publication 21 years later offered a different scenario that led to the touchdown. “. . . when M.A.C., aided by half the student body, shoved the ball over the goal line, St. John’s left the field, and not without cause, as the finish of the game was, to say the least, unseemly.”

  The writer of that story also said the star of St. John’s was a professional wrestler. St. John’s later claimed they won the championship of Maryland after they beat Warren Athletic Club of Wilmington, Del.

  The Dawn of the M.I.F.A., Hired Players, and Homered by Georgetown

  In 1894, William W. Skinner, the team quarterback in 1892, spearheaded the formation of the Maryland Intercollegiate Football Association to avoid future confusion about who was the state champion. In addition to M.A.C., the association included Western Maryland, Johns Hopkins, Washington College and Baltimore City College.

  With the Aggies returning 11 starters from their championship team, hopes were high that year to successfully defend the title. They shut out their first two opponents, scoring 52 points in their first game against Western Maryland.

  M.A.C. next faced St. John’s. No ill will erupted on the field in St. John’s 22-6 victory. According to this portion of a report in the Baltimore American: “The game was marked by gentlemanly good feeling . . . There was no wrangling amongst the players, nor with the umpires, and no slugging.”

  But this was, after all, M.A.C. vs. St. John’s, a rivalry that was beginning to breed consistent controversy. The Mountain Echo, the student publication of Mt. St. Mary’s College, claimed St. John’s hired “two or three” players from Lehigh University to play against the Aggies. The report said M.A.C. protested the game.

  The season’s in-game drama would not end there. After the St. John’s game, M.A.C. was scheduled to play Johns Hopkins at National Park in Washington, D.C., site of the old Griffith Stadium. A large crowd showed up to watch the Aggies, but John Hopkins did not make it to the game. A phone call confirmed that the Baltimore school had canceled the game, prompting another call from Maryland asking Georgetown’s junior varsity team to show up on short notice. They did, with seven varsity players.

  With a 6-4 lead, the Aggies refused to continue play when they felt it became too dark. The referee then ruled Georgetown the winner by forfeit. The referee was none other than Big Mike Mahoney, Georgetown’s varsity halfback.

  Elder Statesmen

  Many of the players on M.A.C.’s early football teams were older than the other students, and it was difficult for the team to find opponents at first. The schedule during its first quarter-century of play included mostly local colleges, including Georgetown, Navy and Western Maryland College, as well as several local high schools. Its strongest rivalry was against Johns Hopkins.

  Some coaches played on the team, and they occasionally recruited neighborhood thugs to play on the team.

  School support for football thrived during those early days. Students, faculty and alumni began to flock to games. Students and faculty formed an athletic association, and professors helped pay for real uniforms. A $5,000 personal note from a member of the school’s board of trustees helped build a new gymnasium in 1893. At about that time, stories about college sports started appearing in the sports pages of newspapers.

  Adoption of the school’s colors happened at around this time. When a dental department professor won a prize at a state exhibition for showing a set of plates made of maroon and black rubber, University teams adopted those colors.

  Incoming freshmen received a pamphlet of University cheers to memorize, including this one:

  Rif! Raf! Ruf!

  Rif! Raf! Ruf!

  University of Maryland!

  Is pretty hot stuff!

  Football Put on Hold

  In 1895, Maryland’s new commandant of cadets stalled any momentum the football program had gained from the previous season. The commandant, Lieutenant Clough Overton, felt there was no place for football in the curriculum of a college. He cut off the funds for football equipment, and he sternly enforced his order that all students be bathed, shaved and in uniform by the start of the 6:00 p.m. supper formation.

  That restriction shortened football practice to 45 minutes. The team captain then asked for a delayed supper formation for the team, a courtesy offered the players the previous four years. The lieutenant denied the request. The players felt they would be at a severe disadvantage against competitors and decided not to field a team that year.

  Gridiron Squad Rebuilds

  The Aggies, agitated and assertive, regrouped in 1896. Only two starters returned from the team of 1894. One of them, fullback Greenville Lewis, was elected captain and coach. From the outset, he took firm control as a strict disciplinarian of his forces.

  Lewis did not allow any contact work the first month of practice. Instead, he put the players through calisthenics, running, dummy scrimmages and blackboard instruction. He gathered the team an hour before reveille each morning for a 10-mile run. When football drills began, the players faced a field made up mostly of gravel.

  Lewis banned smoking, drinking and pie eating during the football season. He dismissed the fastest man on the team, halfback Charley Cabrera, for smoking.

  Some players were unhappy with the move and tried to have Lewis removed by forming an athletic committee to run the team. But the coach convinced the school to keep him on board.

  The school’s students responded to Coach Lewis with enthusiasm. Some joined the football players for the early-morning 10-mile run. They bought him a pearl gray and maroon sweater before the first game against Eastern High. Still, Maryland lost the game, 6-0. But Maryland ended the season with six wins, two losses and two ties, although six of the games were played against high schools.

  Darkness Falls

  The Aggies faced the University of Maryland-Baltimore in Baltimore in the last game of the 1896 football season to determine the state championship. With minutes remaining and the game scoreless, Maryland had charged downfield to their opponent’s two-yard line, but suddenly they found trouble advancing the ball.

  The referee called the game because of darkness before the Aggies could score. Maryland players figured out why they had such a tough time crossing the goal line. Maryland-Baltimore had lined up 14 players against the Aggies. The extra three players had snuck on as darkness set in.

  Lewis, the Aggies coach and captain, asked the referee to give M.A.C. the win, but the referee refused. However, Maryland-Baltimore’s players voted two days later to concede the game and the state championship to the Aggies.

  The Return of Hopkins Signals Bad Times

  M.A.C.’s state championship in 1896 was, in a sense, incomplete. The Aggies did not play powerful rival Johns Hopkins, who did not field a team that year.

  Hopkins did return in 1897 and beat M.A.C. 30-6 in the third game of the season. That began a string of four successive defeats for the Aggies, who had started the season with two wins over high school teams. They finished the year 2-4.

  The Aggies failed to post a winning season during the next five campaigns. It was so bad in 1899 that the team cancelled the season after winning just one of its first five games.

  First Paid Coach Fills In on the Field

  M.A.C. hired D. John Markey as its first football coach in 1902 for a fee of $300 for the season. His first team improved by two wins over the previous season. Markey brought a fitness program back to the team for the first time since Greenville ran his boot camp in 1896. After practice each player ran a mile, finishing with a 100-yard sprint. He is also credited with using a tackling dummy for the first time at the school.

  Markey hadn’t planned to play for Maryland during his first year as head coach. But fullback Ed Brown decided not to play in the season-opening loss against Georgetown after a Georgetown supporter threatened to kill him, and Markey filled in for the frightened fullback. Maryland adopted a “football policy” that allowed Markey to play in games outside of Maryland. Still, the Aggies lost 27-0.

  Football’s eligibility rules in the early 1900s were ambiguous at best. M.A.C. tried to do something about that and wrote a philosophy on football. The school said it would clean up athletics and would offer “no inducements to any athlete.”

  A Loose Hold on Track

  The school’s yearbook, Reveille, reported that up until about 1902, the track men did not take their activity seriously. “They had conceived the idea that training for the track team consisted of substituting the pipe for the cigarette and of eating no more than three square meals a day. Their ambition seemed to be satisfied by running around the track a few times on each annual field day and it apparently had never occurred to them to attend any general meets outside of the College.”

  To inspire more dedication in the track athlete, the school’s athletic committee arranged a series of records that had to be surpassed before a medal would be given in field day competitions.

  That year, the yearbook reported that a “Captain Turner” broke the college record in the 220-yard dash and the quarter-mile. The Reveille said a “great deal of interest” was taken in the track team of 1902 and that the team “made a name for itself” at the Georgetown meet in which Captain Turner broke the two records.

  Water Training

  Running track at M.A.C. in the early 1900s was quite an adventure. Reveille reported that “the only available running course was a cinder path that led from the college to the Experiment Station . . . and this path contains cinders of all sizes from molecules to masses. It is especially adapted to spraining ankles and skinning knees.”

  There was a quarter-mile track, but it was for the most part inaccessible. The Reveille writes, “The greater part of the year this is under water, presenting a magnificent circular canal. All this adds to the scenic effect of the landscape, but has no particular advantage as a running track. It is ready for us about the first of June, affording opportunity for two weeks of practice during the nine months of the college term.”

  Traveling Woes

  A football game against Washington College in 1902 typified the traveling woes of the time. The team left College Park at 6:30 a.m. en route to Chestertown, Maryland. They boarded a train to Washington, another train to Baltimore, and still another to Havre de Grace. Then the Aggies rode a slow ferry to the Eastern Shore and a horse-drawn vehicle to Chestertown, 18 miles away. Maryland missed lunch and had just enough time to dress for the game. They returned to College Park at 9:00 p.m., ending a journey that included a 0-0 tie.

  Markey’s best season during his three years as M.A.C.’s head coach came in 1903. He guided the Aggies to a 7-4 record, with wins over Western Maryland and the University of Maryland in Baltimore. But they suffered shutout losses to area rivals Georgetown and St. John’s.

  In the last game of the season against Columbian University, each team featured pro players—fullback Granville Church for Columbian and Markey for Maryland. Columbian complained first about Markey, but they backed down after Maryland mentioned Church’s status. Both teams agreed to let their stars play. Markey scored the winning touchdown in the 6-0 game.

  Markey’s momentum did not last long. Upset over no increase in what he considered a meager salary, he coached the Aggies part-time in 1904, and Maryland struggled to a 2-4-2 record.

  Students Want Athletic Options

  Markey’s struggles on the football field in part led to the beginning of basketball at M.A.C. Students wanted more athletic competitions after the football season. In 1905, 14 years after Dr. James Naismith invented the game in Massachusetts, each company at the school practiced for two weeks to prepare for three games against other school companies, for a total of six games. Company “C” came out on top and won a silk banner that symbolized winning the championship.

  The tournament created enough excitement to form an All-College team, which lost games to the Washington YMCA and Carroll Institute. The basketball season ended abruptly when the basketball players started their track and baseball seasons in the spring.

  Basketball continued primarily as an intra-campus activity for nearly the next two decades. The team played games against other colleges three more seasons through 1922, winning four out of 30 games. It was not officially recognized as an intercollegiate sport at the school until 1923.

  The Perseverance of Curley Byrd

  M.A.C. managed winning records in football during its next two seasons. More important, 1905 marked the emergence of Harry “Curly” Byrd, whom many consider the father of Maryland athletics.

  [image: image]

  Curley Byrd

  First-year coach Fred K. Nielsen, a former halfback from the University of Nebraska, tolerated the $300-a-year salary because he worked with the State Department. Nielsen took up to two hours of annual leave per day during the season to coach the team.

  Nielsen’s two-year tenure was considered a success—he had a combined record of 11-7-0—but he started his career with a near blunder. When the 16-year-old Harry “Curley” Byrd showed up to claim equipment, Nielsen told him to go play with the kids, that football is a man’s game.

  Byrd’s father wanted his curly-haired son to study law at Dickinson College. But Harry wanted to be an engineer and opted for M.A.C. And he wanted to play football, despite his father’s warning not to do so.

  Despite the initial rejection, Byrd persisted. He purchased a pair of women’s stockings, bought his own football shirt and pants, and made his own cleats. (One version of the story says he nailed pieces of leather to his oldest shoes to make cleats; another says he had a shoemaker nail some cleats to an old pair of brogans, a sturdy ankle-high work shoe.) One historical account said Byrd wore those same pants throughout his five-year career at Maryland.

  Byrd made his debut toward the end of the third game of the season against heavily favored Navy. The Aggies lost 17-0, but Byrd was so impressive that he kept his starting position the rest of the season. And he won the ultimate praise of his father. “Since you’re going to play football, I’m glad you’re doing it well,” he wrote to his son.

  Papa Terp

  Football captured the most attention of all Maryland teams through the early 1900s. And Byrd, more than anyone else, most influenced the development of the program in the first half of the 21st century.

  He is arguably the most influential figure in the school’s history. Byrd helped shape the school’s athletic policy as football head coach for 23 years and athletic director from 1914 to 1936. He formed the foundation for the school’s growth, serving as president for 18 years after having been an assistant to the president and vice president.

  Millard Tydings, a U.S. Senator from Maryland and a 1910 Maryland graduate, called Byrd the father of the University of Maryland in a newspaper story about Byrd.

  Byrd was considered the top athlete during his time as a student at M.A.C. He competed in football, baseball and track and field. Byrd was called a “brainy” athlete, and his build was described as “compact.” He was a leading pitcher on the baseball team and the top sprinter on the track team. At times Byrd was the leadoff and anchorman of the relay team, and he departed M.A.C. as the school record holder in the 50, 100 and 220-yard dashes. He ran the 100 yards in 10 seconds, the 50 yards in 5.2 seconds, the 440 in 52 seconds and the 220 in 22.3 seconds.

  Byrd used his swiftness to dominate play on the football field, where he earned most of his athletic notoriety. During his second season on the football team in 1906, Byrd also played quarterback, and he scored twice in the last game of the season to lead Maryland to its biggest win that year, 35-0 over Washington College. Maryland finished the season 5-3.

  Charles Melick, who worked in the school’s agricultural experiment station, took over as head coach in 1907. Melick hired kicking specialist and Washington attorney Durant Church as an assistant coach. Church was credited with teaching Byrd the proficiencies of kicking, adding another role to the end/quarterback.

  Byrd also helped with coaching that year because Melick and Church were too busy with work to dedicate full-time hours to coaching M.A.C. The Aggies struggled that year, finishing 3-6, including a 5-0 loss to Gallaudet in the last game of the season. On the last play of his Maryland career in that game, Byrd ran 90 yards for a touchdown, but the play was nullified due to a penalty.

  A Busy Byrd

  Byrd returned to Maryland in 1911 to coach the football team and teach English and history. He became basketball and baseball coach in 1913, roles he served until 1923. He was named assistant to the school’s president in 1918 while he was also serving as athletic director.

  In that role, Byrd helped unify the Maryland Agricultural College with the Baltimore School to form the University of Maryland. In 1921, Byrd named the student newspaper The Diamondback after the breed of turtle that was indigenous to the wetlands of the state of Maryland.

  Byrd was one of the founding fathers of the M-Club in 1923 and was the club’s first president. Meanwhile, in 1933 he helped adopt the Diamondback Terrapin as the school’s mascot. Clearly, no one has done as much as Curley Byrd to help develop athletics at Maryland.

  Shipley “Does Somethin’”

  It was another new coach and another struggling season for the Aggies’ football team in 1908. They finished the season 3-8 and were shut out in seven games under coach Bill Lang. With the same coach in 1909, the Aggies finished 2-5. But there was one bright spot to that season. Burton Shipley debuted as quarterback during the third game of the season and threw the pass for the game-winning touchdown.

  A resident of College Park since the age of four, Shipley first experienced M.A.C. athletics as a water boy for the 1896 football team. He later was captain of the football, basketball and baseball teams at M.A.C. and earned 16 letters in those sports during six years at the school. Rather than go to high school, Shipley completed a year at the M.A.C. prep school and another in the sub-freshman course. He was an All-State quarterback in 1911 and is considered the best third baseman to play for Maryland.

  After serving in World War I, Shipley became the athletic director and coach at the University of Delaware. He returned to Maryland in 1923 to coach Maryland’s basketball and baseball teams.

  Shipley resigned as basketball coach in 1947 with a 243-199 record in 24 seasons. In 37 years of coaching Maryland baseball, Shipley produced four major league players: Louis “Bosey” Berger (Cleveland Indians), Charles Keller (Yankees, Tigers), Harold Keller (Senators) and Sherry Robertson (Senators).

  The “Ship” was known for a colorful personality, but he became flustered whenever anyone created a fuss over him. He often was heard uttering the phrase, “I say, I say.”

  “His sense of humor stimulates all those with whom he associates on campus,” wrote The Baltimore Sun in 1951.

  A fan once hit him in the head with a water bag. “I remember a time they got rowdy during one game,” said Shipley, in the book Maryland Basketball: Red, White and Amen. “Things weren’t going so well. Somebody yelled through the quiet, ‘Do somethin’, Ship!’” Shipley’s daughter later named a racehorse after the expression.

  Late in his career as Maryland basketball coach, Shipley chased Tommy Mont into the locker room after the player made a mistake that cost the team a game. The players led him in to the shower and turned the water on the coach, saying, “You’re all wet, Ship.”

  After Shipley was ejected from his final game as Maryland’s baseball coach, he sat down on a chair outside the dugout and refused to leave the field. The umpire let him remain in the stadium that still bears his name.

  In another game, Shipley called a timeout after a Maryland player dropped a fly ball that Shipley thought should have caught. He left the dugout with a fungo bat and, upon reaching the player, hit fly balls at him. The game resumed when Shipley returned to the dugout.

  When Shipley coached his last team at Maryland in 1960, he left behind dozens of profound memories as one of the more prominent athletic figures in the university’s history.

  Tooth Collecting Can Cost a Team a Win

  The second decade of the 1900s was one of the more successful in Maryland football history. New head coach Royal Alston, the captain and tackle of the 1909 George Washington team, led the Aggies to four wins and a tie in its first five games.

  The Aggies were fortunate to tie Johns Hopkins in the third game of the season. Hopkins faced second down with two yards needed for a first down, on Maryland’s eight-yard line with three minutes to play. When a Hopkins guard ran off the field to the bench, the referee penalized the team 10 yards. Apparently, the guard wanted to keep as a memento a tooth that had been knocked out on the previous play. Hopkins could not convert a first down, and Maryland blocked the ensuing field goal that would have won the game for Hopkins.

  The victory helped the Aggies finish the season with a winning record, 4-3-1.

  Byrd to the Rescue

  In 1911, another new head coach, Charley Donnely, did not last the entire season. He gave up control of the team with a 2-4-1 record. At that point, injures had reduced the number of healthy players on the Aggies’ roster. They did not have even enough to scrimmage the varsity eleven.

  That grim scenario ultimately led to one of the more fortuitous moments in the school’s football history. The Aggies invited local high school teams to serve as scrimmage opponents in practice.

  One was Western High School in Georgetown, where Harry “Curly” Byrd was the football, track and baseball coach. It was an easy decision for Byrd; of course he would help the boys at his alma mater.

  The technique of Byrd’s boys was so impressive that the Aggies signed him to help prepare M.A.C. for its last two games of the season. Maryland narrowly beat Western Maryland (6-0) and Gallaudet (6-2).

  Byrd’s academic and athletic life continued after he left M.A.C. in 1907. In 1908, he studied law at George Washington University while playing quarterback for the school on scholarship.

  The next semester he transferred to Western Maryland to learn about public speaking and the social sciences, while running track and playing baseball for the school. He returned to his law studies and football at Georgetown in the fall of 1909.

  Byrd pursued his unique athletic collegiate career due in part to relaxed rules regarding professional athletes who compete in collegiate athletics. He also played two summers of professional baseball shortly after leaving Maryland. It was common at that time for athletes to play sports for different colleges.

  Byrd’s football playing days at Georgetown ended after just one season at the school. He was forced off the team after the University of Virginia protested his eligibility. Historian Morris Bealle writes in the book “Kings of American Football” that Byrd was the first player to use the “new-fangled” forward pass in Georgetown’s upset of Fordham at the Polo Grounds in New York City in 1909. Bealle discredits the claims by sportswriters that the combination between quarterback Gus Dorais and running back Knute Rockne at Notre Dame pioneered the forward pass.

  Byrd ended his pro baseball career the following summer, deciding professional baseball was not the optimum career, although he was earning $300 a month. He returned to Washington and found a job as a playground director in Georgetown, near Western High School. Within months, the school hired Byrd as a part-time coach of the three teams, for $400 a year. He also started writing sports for The Washington Star newspaper, a job he performed until 1932.

  The school hired Byrd as a part-time coach for football, baseball, and track for $400 a year. He also started writing sports for The Washington Star newspaper, a job he performed until 1932.

  Maryland initially offered Byrd $300 to coach the football team. Byrd wanted $1200. Maryland agreed, requiring Byrd to work nine months of the year, coach football, baseball, basketball, track, and teach English and history.
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