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How to Use This Book





  High adventure unites with the serenity of the majestic Appalachians in North Carolina’s mountains. This might be reason enough to journey into the ancient land of the Cherokee, yet what draws people to these mountains again and again is manifold. Nature, tradition, and culture merge in a beautiful display of mountain living in this westernmost part of the state.




  You will often see us refer to this area as Western North Carolina. The WNC moniker refers to the mountainous part of the state and is used interchangeably actually more so, as a regional identifier in the state. Because the book covers such a large area (there are more than 70 towns with populations over 10,000) we have divided Western North Carolina into the following three sections: the Northern Mountains, Central Mountains, and Southern Mountains. While counties aren’t usually important to travelers, they are a major local identifier, and where needed, we’ve listed the counties alphabetically. Under those county headings, we’ve put most listings in alphabetical order, but we also highlight some of the larger towns as starting points for your journey.




  Asheville is the largest city (and growing) in Western North Carolina, with some 92,000 in population. Thus, much of the book concentrates on the Asheville area, which has been a tourist draw for over a century, and certainly at an all-time high at this point in time.




  Naturally, a good place to begin this book is with the Welcome chapter. From there you can jump around to subjects that specifically interest you. The area is growing so quickly, it’s often hard to keep up with openings and closings of business, so here you’ll find a guide with historical and practical information and entries of tried-and-true places, events, and activities that we recommend. For the most up-to-date local listings for events, opening hours, and such, be sure to consult hyper-local websites, as well as local newspapers and freebie magazines for up-to-the-minute listings.
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  Speaking of relocation, are you moving to the Western North Carolina region or just arrived? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers information on relocation and retirement.




  We’ve included maps so you can orient yourself to each region. Just FYI, the town of Cherokee is on the Cherokee Indian “Reservation” (the Qualla Boundary, actually) in the northwestern part of the state in Jackson and Swain Counties, while the county of Cherokee is some miles away in the far reaches of southwest North Carolina (its county seat is Murphy). They are two entirely separate entities.




  Up front, we’ve provided area maps to help you get your bearings here in Western North Carolina. We give you brief vital statistics, Insiders’ Tips (indicated by i), information that is particularly interesting, unusual, and distinctly Western North Carolina. In “Close-up” boxes throughout this Insiders’ Guide we point out scenic views and feature places, local lore, personalities, and other insider knowledge in greater depth.




  You’ll also find listings accompanied by the symbol [image: image]—these are our top picks for attractions, dining, accommodations, and everything in between that you shouldn’t miss while you’re in the area. You want the best this region has to offer? Go with our Insiders’ Choice.




  With population movements, new roads and highways, development, relocating industries, and other factors of a transient world, change is evident everywhere. Nothing stays the same but the great and rugged peaks of this oldest mountain range in the world.
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WELCOME TO North Carolina’s Mountains





  Join us on a journey through mossy coves and hollows, over wildflower-studded pasture lands and dewy forest trails, past gurgling mountain streams and mellifluous waterfalls, into the green valleys and onto the misty blue ridges that comprise this glorious mountain range. Too much? Well you’ll be waxing poetic as soon as you experience this nature in its fullest. This is the land of the Cherokee. These Appalachians are the oldest mountains in the world (one of which is the highest mountain in the US east of the Mississippi —Mount Mitchell, elevation 6,684 feet) and one of the oldest rivers in the world (ironically, named the New River) runs right through them. Magnates and entrepreneurs, artists and writers, seekers and dreamers have been drawn to join those who were born here, to swell our population centers into exciting, humming places of culture and growth.




  In this chapter we offer “thumbnail sketches” of the area’s counties and their largest population centers (noted in parenthesis) as well as notable towns nearby. We’ll also give you a rundown on the best way to get here, and how to get around!




  NORTHERN MOUNTAINS




  Alleghany County (Sparta)




  Tucked up against the border of Virginia is rural Alleghany County, the northernmost of North Carolina’s mountain counties. Only 230 square miles, Alleghany is one of the smallest counties in the state. It was once known as “the lost province,” and for good reason, because it can only be reached by winding two-lane roads. Snow is not uncommon here, but the elevation, which ranges from 2,500 to 4,000 feet, does not sustain the winter sports more common in neighboring counties.




  The geographic remoteness of this county is more a blessing than a hindrance, for Alleghany County’s natural isolation has preserved the rural America of more than 40 years ago. The pace is gentler in this small county of some 11,000 residents. Many in Alleghany County still live on family land that has been handed down for generations. And in tiny Sparta, the county seat with a population under 2,000, Main Street is not just a location but an atmosphere.




  Seven percent of the county’s labor force works in agriculture-related businesses, such as tobacco, beef cattle, corn, and hay. Christmas tree production is the fastest growing farm industry in the county. Economic development continues in Alleghany County, especially with the improvement of the county’s roads.




  Just a few minutes to the east is the Blue Ridge Parkway, which had its historical beginning in 1935 at nearby Cumberland Knob and forms some 30 miles of the eastern boundary of the county. A little farther south on the Parkway is Doughton Park, with its network of hiking trails and camping facilities. The easily accessible New River, well known among canoeing enthusiasts, provides easy and inexpensive opportunities for outdoor recreation. For more information contact the Alleghany County Chamber of Commerce, 58 South Main St., Sparta, NC 28675; (336) 372-5473; sparta-nc.com.




  



  



  Christmas Tree Country




  Western North Carolina is Christmas tree country. Families have been farming Christmas trees here for generations. The Fraser fir is a dark green color and one of the most desirable trees on the market. Even heavy ornaments can be hung from its strong boughs. The silvery undersides of the soft needles are pleasant to the touch, and the tree retains them throughout the holiday season. The white pine is also an excellent Christmas tree. The White House has called upon North Carolina mountain tree farmers for its official tree at least nine times.




  




  




  Ashe County (Jefferson)




  Ashe County, the extreme northwestern mountain county bordered by Tennessee and Virginia, is marked by the curling length of the New River, one of this country’s few north-flowing rivers. The New River’s pervasive presence in Ashe is responsible for much of the unique character of this remote North Carolina county. The county is named after Thomas Jefferson, and only a mile from the separately incorporated town of West Jefferson. A combination of Christmas tree farms, golf, and tourism add continued growth to this rural area. Ashe’s pristine landscape and less-complicated lifestyle also attract not only visitors, but also retirees.




  The prominence of the New River in Ashe County and New River State Park make canoeing and camping popular activities in the area. Mount Jefferson, at an altitude of 4,683 feet, rises majestically out of a 474-acre state park, filled with easy-to-moderate hiking trails abundant with wildflowers. A cave near the top of the mountain is said to have sheltered runaway slaves during the Civil War. The Churches of the Frescoes in West Jefferson and Glendale Springs have gained national attention and bring visitors to the remote hilltops of Ashe County.
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  With only 10 percent of the county population of 27,000 living in the towns of Jefferson and West Jefferson, Ashe County is still largely rural. Villages cluster at crossroads, and individual farms crown the hillsides. Its proximity to bustling Boone, just 30 minutes away, makes Ashe County an appealing destination for the city person with a country heart.




  For more information contact the Ashe County Chamber of Commerce, 1 N. Jefferson Ave., West Jefferson, NC 28694; (888) 343-2743; ashechamber.com




  



i You can see three states from Mount Jefferson in Ashe County. This vantage point is especially breathtaking at sunset. Take US Highway 221 from Jefferson, turning onto SR 1152, and drive all the way to the top to the parking area. The Summit Trail is just a fraction of a mile from the highest point on Mount Jefferson.









  Avery County (Banner Elk)




  Avery County, with a population of roughly 17,500 today, is a curious mix of peaceful rural life and sophisticated tourism. This high mountain land is harsh in winter, but its clear air and cool summer temperatures attracted tourists as early as the 1870s. Many visitors have returned for generations and maintain beautiful second homes in the exclusive areas of Grandfather Mountain, Elk River, and Linville Ridge. Banner Elk, home of Lees-McRae College and the famous Woolly Worm Festival, is also a popular skiing and golf resort community. Beech Mountain, the mile-high winter sport community, straddles Avery and neighboring Watauga Counties. These two communities are the more populated, tourism-driven parts of Avery County, while outlying areas of rural farmland continue much as they were early in the century.




  The county has a strong tradition in crafts, ranging from pottery and quilts to jewelry and furniture. Today Avery County also boasts the South’s highest ski slopes, nine major golf resorts (public and private), and a number of natural landmarks. The only notable changes in the rural landscape of Avery County in a half-century, perhaps, are the geometric patterns of green that cover the hills around Linville, a sign of Avery County’s successful Christmas tree industry, in which over 900 families are active. For more information contact the Avery County Chamber of Commerce, 4501 Tynecastle Hwy., Banner Elk, NC 28604, (828) 898-5605, averycounty.com; or the Beech Mountain Chamber of Commerce at (828) 387-9283, beechmtnchamber.com.




  

  



  



  “Tar Heels”




  The “Old North State” is self-descriptive. “Tar Heels” is another matter. Some versions have the term birthed during the Revolutionary War at the battle of King’s Mountain. Others claim that it derives from the tar pits found in the eastern part of the state.




  Those in Western North Carolina give credit to Zeb Vance, who claimed that his North Carolina troops had “stick-to-itiveness” during the War Between the States. He once chided Virginians of the Grand Army, saying that if they had had “Tar on your heels, you would have stuck yesterday in the fight, instead of running.”




  

  




  






  Madison County (Mars Hill)




  The rugged terrain of this western county, bisected by the powerful French Broad River, reflects the self-reliant spirit of the local folk and their industrious predecessors. Madison County lies northwest of Buncombe County, bordered by Haywood and Yancey Counties and the state of Tennessee. Formed in 1851 from parts of Buncombe and Yancey Counties, Madison County is named for America’s fourth president, James Madison. The county is largely rural and has a population of about 22,000, with 48 percent of that population living on farms (the highest percentage in the state). Small towns in the area are Mars Hill, Hot Springs, and Marshall, the county seat.




  Agriculture—wheat, cattle, corn, and tobacco farming—is still the primary source of income here, but some small manufacturing has also moved into the county. In the last 25 years, an increasing number of artisans and craftspeople have made Madison County home, finding the solitude of the county’s heavily wooded mountains conducive to their work. After 11 years of planning and construction, I-26 opened a corridor through Madison County in 2003, connecting South Carolina to the Ohio Valley.




  Mars Hill, the county’s largest town, lies 20 minutes northwest of Asheville. As the home of Baptist-affiliated Mars Hill University, it is defined both by its scholastic roots and by the rugged individualism of Madison County’s heritage. Attractive old brick storefronts face Main Street, a two-lane artery so narrow you could almost jump over it. Being a college town, the ubiquitous coffeehouse, pizza joint, and diner also compose the tidy downtown. Mars Hill is home to the Rural Life Museum and the Southern Appalachian Repertory Theater, and there is skiing nearby at Wolf Laurel. Still, this town remains a charming old-fashioned hamlet that is kept dynamic by the presence of the university.




  Marshall, about 15 minutes west of Mars Hill, straddles the narrow hill-sides cut by the French Broad River. Established around 1851, this town is much as it was at the turn of the 20th century. The river has seen to that. Its ebb and flow, and frequent overflows, seem to have suspended the city in time—this is Marshall’s charm. Homes hug the hillsides surrounding the town. The cupola-topped courthouse, designed by Richard Sharp Smith of Biltmore Estate fame, commands a position at a crossroads within walking distance of the river. Marshall’s arts community is also thriving, with artisans moving to the area and setting up home studios, often participating in downtown art markets.




  As early as the 1830s, Hot Springs was host to wealthy visitors in search of the healing powers of its springs. A number of hotels, taverns, and boardinghouses sprang up, only to fade away in later years. Well . . . they’re ba-ack! Today the town is experiencing a revival as travelers, day-trippers, and hikers hot off the Appalachian Trail do their laundry, load up on groceries, and soak in the reinvigorating Hot Springs Spa fed by natural warm mineral springs (see our Attractions chapter). Easy access to the French Broad River makes white-water rafting an important part of the town’s tourist economy.




  For more information contact the Madison County Visitor Center, 56 S. Main St., Mars Hill, NC 28754; (828) 680-9031, (877) 262-3476; visit madisoncounty.com.




  Mitchell County (Spruce Pine)




  Mitchell County was formed in 1861 from portions of five counties: Yancey, Burke, Caldwell, McDowell, and Watauga. With a population of some 15,000 today, this county of only 220 square miles was named in honor of Dr. Elisha Mitchell, explorer of famed Mount Mitchell, the highest peak east of the Mississippi. The county is bordered by Tennessee and Avery, Yancey, and McDowell Counties. Mining of quartz, feldspar (used in the famous cleaning powder Bon Ami), and mica are major industries here. In fact the Spruce Pine Mining District is recognized the world over for its ultra-pure quartz, which is vital to the computer industry. Agricultural products such as tobacco, corn, apples, and more recently Christmas trees are also important in the county.




  Spruce Pine is the largest town in the county with a population close to 2,100. Bakersville, the county seat, is surrounded by the long-established communities of Rock Creek, Cane Creek, Mine Creek, and Toe Cane. These tiny towns, nestled in the twisting mountain coves of Mitchell County, are home to generations of families. The proliferation of gem mines in Mitchell County has long made this county popular with rock hounds. The North Carolina Museum of Minerals is just off the Blue Ridge Parkway. Mitchell County is also home to the Penland School of Crafts. Sitting atop a mountain ridge, this internationally acclaimed school of the arts draws talented craftspeople and artists from all over the world.




  For more information contact the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce, 11 Crystal St., Spruce Pine, NC 28777; (828) 765-9033; mitchellcountychamber.org.




  Watauga County (Boone)




  This county of 55,000 lies at the heart of North Carolina’s high country. Formed in 1849, Watauga’s 320 square miles are bordered by Tennessee and Avery, Ashe, Wilkes, and Caldwell Counties. It was named for the Watauga River, which rises near Grandfather Mountain and flows north into Tennessee, where it converges with the Holston River. Watauga is an Indian word for “beautiful water.”




  The county was largely rural until 1899, when the Dougherty brothers founded the Watauga Academy in Boone, the forerunner of Appalachian State University. Part of the University of North Carolina system, ASU plays an important role in the growth of the area, with thriving Boone, the county seat, at its heart. Boone’s permanent resident population of 19,200 doubles with the addition of the students and swells even more with the arrival of tourists throughout the year. The cultural base of the university and the town’s tourist-geared entertainment offer something for everyone. Boone has become a magnet for tourism and related industries. Its many restaurants, for example, have turned the city into a dining destination. The climate is suited for both winter and summer sports, with golf and skiing the prime diversions in the county




  Blowing Rock, 15 minutes south of Boone, is a picturesque mountain town perched on a ridge overlooking the John’s River Gorge. The town takes its name from the rock formation over the gorge that creates an unusual current of air spiraling up from the valley below. The view from the Blowing Rock is breathtaking, as is the scenery from nearly every vantage point in town. Charming specialty stores and fine restaurants line Main Street, and excellent bed-and-breakfast inns are scattered along Blowing Rock’s side streets, just a few steps from downtown. You can walk to almost everything here, including the town square, which is the scene of concerts and art shows in summer.




  Foscoe, on Highway 105 leading into Boone, has become known for its selection of craft and antiques shops. The community is blessed with a glorious view of Grandfather Mountain in nearby Avery County. Valle Crucis, in central Watauga County, is also off Highway 105 at the junction of Dutch Creek and the Watauga River. Established as an Episcopal mission in 1842, it retains a largely rural character and has become a popular site for summer homes, unique restaurants, renowned inns, and unusual shopping. Despite the busy pace of the tourist meccas, Watauga County offers plenty of quiet countryside. Heading toward Tennessee you can see some of the most scenic farmland in Western North Carolina. US Highway 321 winds up, down, and around hillsides studded with craggy rocks and threaded with lazy, meandering creeks.




  For more information contact the Boone Area Chamber of Commerce and Convention & Visitors Bureau, 870 W. King St., Boone, NC 28607, (828) 264-2225, visitboonenc.com; High Country Host, (828) 264-1299, countryhost.com; or Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce, 132 Park Ave., Blowing Rock 28605, (828) 295-7851, blowingrocknc.com.




  Yancey County (Burnsville)




  The county’s largest community and county seat, Burnsville is anchored by a classic town square with a statue in honor of its namesake, Captain Otway Burns, a privateer during the War of 1812 and also a member of the North Carolina General Assembly. Life in the town still revolves around the square, and homes are nestled on the mountains rising on one side. A visit to coastal North Carolina in Beaufort will reveal many legends about Otway Burns; he is also buried there.




  Agriculture—tobacco, corn, dairy products, and cultivated berries—still plays a vital part in the county’s economy, as it did in pioneer times. Mining has always been important here: The excavation of mica and feldspar and sand and gravel operations are found in the northern part of Yancey County, near Mitchell County. The county has a population of just under 18,000.




  The rich traditional local arts heritage has always drawn creative people, nurtured by the support of the dynamic Toe River Arts Council. The oldest summer stock playhouse in North Carolina—over 50 years old—is located in Burnsville, too.




  Yancey County is blessed with seasonal changes and a topography that lends itself to outdoor recreation. The presence of the South Toe and Cane Rivers makes camping, tubing, canoeing, and kayaking easily accessible. The nearby Nolichucky River, flowing into Tennessee, is extremely popular with white-water enthusiasts. Over 100 miles of trails of varying degrees of difficulty, make this area a hiker’s dream. The Black Mountain Range in Yancey County features Mount Mitchell, at 6,684 feet the highest peak east of the Mississippi. You can reach this majestic peak from the Blue Ridge Parkway, which runs the length of Western North Carolina’s mountains.




  For more information contact the Yancey County Chamber of Commerce, 106 West Main St., Burnsville, NC 28714; (828) 682-7413, (800) 948-1632; yanceychamber.com, exploreburnsville.com.




  



i  Mount Mitchell in Yancey County is the highest peak in the eastern United States at 6,684 feet. Take Highway 128, off the Blue Ridge Parkway at milepost 355.4. On a clear day the observation tower at the top of the mountain affords a 70-mile view.









  CENTRAL MOUNTAINS




  Buncombe County (Asheville)




  Sitting high on a plateau surrounded by mountains, Buncombe County, population an estimated 258,000, has enjoyed a history of good fortune due to its position as a geographical crossroads. Today’s appeal and growth of Asheville and its suburbs echoes the original boomtown era of the late 1880s. You can’t say Asheville (the county seat) without noting in the same breath “Biltmore,” the largest private home in America that George Vanderbilt constructed as such a visitor in the late 1800s. Today this palatial estate (including gardens and a winery) draws over 1 million visitors a year through its gates.




  Asheville’s growth has swelled its population by 20,000 in just under 20 years, to 92,000. It was numbered second in a list of the most quickly gentrifying towns in the US after Charleston, SC, in a 2017 realtor.com article. Nashville, Austin, Portland, and Denver all came in the top-10 after Asheville.




  That small-town mountain charm wrapped in big-city sophistication has not gone unnoticed by national and international travel media, which frequently include Asheville in top-10 listings and feature the town as a premier travel destination. And it is! We’ve got it all—great dining, a thriving art and craft community, happening nightlife, performing arts, an exciting downtown with shops, cafes, condos, hotels, bookstores, breweries (and growing), distilleries, farmer’s markets, music venues—and all this just minutes away from hiking and biking trails, splendorous waterfalls, camping, and other magic from the natural world. Much of the growth has been fueled by the influx of beer tourism. Don’t laugh! With Asheville’s 33 craft breweries, national heavyweights New Belgium and Sierra Nevada made Asheville and nearby Mills River their East Coast headquarters, with massive compounds that contain the breweries, bottling and barreling facilities, tasting rooms, restaurants, performance spaces, and other features that give them a large footprint here.
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  Top chefs, many of which are James Beard nominees, flock to Asheville to open eateries or collaborate on projects. The new Chow Chow, a wine and food festival being organized by culinary industry heavyweights in town, has its inaugural run in 2019.




  Other parts of Asheville are changing, too. The River Arts District—a series of old warehouses turned into artist studios—has gotten fresh coats of paint, way-finding signs, new traffic patterns—basically a shiny new veneer thanks to a city development plan for that area. It’s still gritty and authentic, but changes are afoot.




  Nearby, the French Broad River divides West Asheville from downtown,. Before being incorporated into the city of Asheville, West Asheville was very much its own town. Haywood Road, the main thoroughfare there, is reminiscent of mid-century America, with appliance shops, barbers, mechanics, green grocers, churches and schools. A revitalization of the area today mingles those entities with bakeries, tea rooms, dive bars, restaurants, music clubs, and coffee shops. You’ll find secondhand shops near an old-fashioned pharmacy, gas and a few remaining old storefront offices. A vacuum repair shop just made way for a hip new cocktail bar, and there’s no turning back now.




  And not only is Asheville thriving, but also the smaller towns nearby. With rising real estate prices, people are moving farther out of the city limits to charming small towns like Weaverville, mere minutes away, but with a relaxed hipster-meets-hippy-meets-soccer mom vibe cloaked in an old-fashioned Main Street exterior. Want to build a homestead? Leicester, Haw Creek, Alexander—all these “suburbs” just west, east, and north of Asheville, respectively, have small neighborhoods, homes on large plots of land, as well as sizable chunks for farmland. South Asheville is the county’s fastest growing section of ready-made neighborhoods, townhomes and planned community shopping commons.




  But no matter where you are in Asheville and its suburbs, it gives peace of mind to know that the French Broad River, Pisgah National Forest, and the Blue Ridge Parkway are just a short drive away.




  For more information contact the Asheville Visitors Center, 36 Montford Ave., Asheville NC, 28801, (828) 258-6129, exploreasheville.com; or the Black Mountain-Swannanoa Chamber of Commerce, (828) 669-2300, (800) 669-2301, exploreblackmountain.com.




  Henderson County (Hendersonville)




  From almost any place you happen to be in Henderson County, you can see mountains, yet much of the land consists of rolling hills. There are also marshes here similar to those in the lowlands, and some of the rich river valleys are surprisingly flat. That’s because the county rests on a high plateau between the Blue Ridge and the Great Smoky Mountains. Elevations here range from 5,000 feet on Little Pisgah Mountain down to 1,400 feet at Bat Cave. This translates into fantastic hiking. Henderson is also apple country. Approximately a million trees—a sight to behold during spring bloom—make the county the largest apple producer in the state and seventh in the nation. This glorious harvest is celebrated each September with a three-day Apple Festival, the largest and most popular of the many annual events held in Henderson County.




  Hendersonville, the prosperous county seat, sits at an altitude of 2,200 feet, almost smack-dab in the middle of the county. This bustling and ever-growing little city, with its beautifully-landscaped downtown area, charming shops, and culinary boom, is just off I-26 and is actually closer to the Asheville Airport than Asheville is. Also, the Flat Rock Playhouse (North Carolina’s state theater) brings culture in the form of musicals, riveting dramas, and brilliant comedies.




  In the 20th century a number of well-known personalities visited or established homes in Henderson County, including F. Scott Fitzgerald, Buffalo Bob and Howdy Doody, and Carl Sandburg. The Sandburg home in Flat Rock is now a National Historic Site open to the public. Such part-time residents almost double the population of this area each summer. Today Henderson County has nearly 115,799 full-time residents. Hendersonville proper has a population of nearly 14,000, with approximately 30,000 in the Greater Hendersonville area. Henderson County’s economy is a diverse mix of light manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, and retirement. The county goes out of its way to fulfill the needs of its many senior citizens.




  The drive through apple country is dramatic for reasons other than spring apple blossoms and the fall harvest. Just down the road from the center of fruit production at Edneyville (about 8 miles from Hendersonville), you’ll cross the crest of the Blue Ridge. Then, for the next 5 miles or so, the highway takes a precipitous dive through perpendicular peaks to Bat Cave and Hickory Nut Gorge. It’s a quick reminder that Henderson is, indeed, very much in the mountains.




  For more information contact the Hendersonville Visitors Information Center, 201 South Main St., Hendersonville, NC 28793; (828) 693-9708; visithendersonvillenc.org.




  Polk County (Tryon)




  This is horse country. Polk County’s 234 square miles lie within the Blue Ridge foothills. The western edge, the area that’s covered in this book, is mountainous. Saluda, with a population of approximately 600, is on the county’s western border at an elevation of 2,095 feet. It sits at the top of the steepest standard-gauge railroad grade in the eastern United States, known as the Saluda Grade. It’s a small and winsome village that has long been a vacation and retirement spot and is home to quite a few artists and craftspeople.




  Columbus and Tryon are “twin towns,” separated by I-26, which goes northwest to Hendersonville and Asheville and southeast to Spartanburg and Charleston. It also connects at this point to US Highway 74, which is a fourlane highway to Charlotte. Columbus, sitting at an elevation of 1,131 feet, is the smaller of the two towns. Its population is only around 1,000. It is the county seat amidst the township, which has a population of 4,000. The town is now a mix of late-19th-century homes, buildings, and churches, combined with condominiums, a modern hospital, a high school, and a college campus. The county population is now approaching 20,500.




  Neighboring Tryon has a population of 1,600 full-time residents, more than half of whom moved here from some other part of the country. Tryon’s original attraction was its climate, and for years the sick came here to improve their health. There’s a well-publicized weather phenomenon in this area of the mountains known as the isothermal belt, or thermal belt, which provides a more equitable climate than other areas in the region. Caused by inversions of warm air, particularly in the spring and fall, this mini-climate enables apple growers in the region to produce abundant crops, and grapes and peaches thrive in the botanically rich Tryon area.




  In this storybook town, you’ll find a number of charming antiques and gift shops and other family-owned businesses. The Tryon Theater on Trade Street was originally a 1920s vaudeville theater that now shows first-run movies and occasionally hosts theatrical performances. A bronze sculpture of famed song-stress (and Civil Rights movement icon) Nina Simone makes note that she was born here. The modest clapboard home where she was born was named a National Treasure by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and plans are underway to fully restore her home.




  Today the Tryon area is well known to horse lovers all over the nation for its large equestrian estates, steeplechases, fox hunts, and miles of bridle trails. In 2018 the new Tryon International Equestrian Center (tryon.coth.com) opened in nearby Mills Spring, NC. It hosted the prestigious World Equestrian Games that year.




  For more information contact the Carolina Foothills Chamber of Commerce, 2753 Lynn Rd., Ste. A, Tryon, NC 28782; (828) 859-6236; foothillschamber.com.




  Transylvania County (Brevard)




  This county, with a population of 33,900, has the distinction of being the only one in America called Transylvania. The name naturally leaves the residents open to some teasing about vampires and makes for wonderful T-shirt slogans and Halloween festivals. However, the name, which comes from the Latin for “across the mountains/woodlands,” is more than appropriate because 80 percent of this fair county’s 378 square miles are covered by forests, almost half of which are managed by the US Forest Service. Elevations in the county range from 1,020 feet at Horsepasture to 6,025 feet on Chestnut Ridge.




  One of the most popular entrances to Pisgah National Forest, with all its beauty and recreational possibilities, is just outside Brevard, the county seat. From this entrance the two-lane US Highway 276 climbs 16 miles to the Blue Ridge Parkway. Along that route you’ll pass such alluring attractions as Looking Glass Falls, the Fish Hatchery, Sliding Rock (a natural water slide), and the Cradle of Forestry. (See our chapters on Arts and Culture, and Forests, Parks, and Waterfalls.)




  The county has more than 150 large waterfalls, hence its nickname, “The Land of Waterfalls.” It could also be called “The Land of Music” because, in addition to the music of falling waters, rivers, and more than 200 miles of streams, it’s the home of the international Brevard Music Festival. Also, Brevard College, a liberal arts institution within the town limits, is known for its fine music department, and the college hosts numerous events in all the arts. This creativity is contagious: Performing groups, artists, writers, and talented craftspeople contribute to the area’s cultural milieu of art and music festivals, film festivals, craft shows, and other events that are an accepted part of daily life here.




  Transylvania County itself wasn’t established until May 20, 1861—the same day North Carolina seceded from the Union—when it was carved out of an eastern section of Henderson County and a western part of Jackson County. Brevard, Transylvania’s county seat, was incorporated in 1868 with only 70 residents and seven registered voters. The town was named after Dr. Ephraim Brevard, a physician and the author of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, which preceded the national Declaration of Independence by a year. Brevard’s first post office was in the Red House, which is now a bed-and-breakfast inn. From those humble beginnings, Brevard, with a population of nearly 8,000 full-time residents, has blossomed into a lovely flower of a town, known also for its abundance of summer camps nearby. A five-lane connector to I-26 and the Asheville Airport, less than 20 miles away, make it an easy trek to Transylvania’s other small municipalities of Rosman and Lake Toxaway, as well.




  For more information contact the Brevard/Transylvania Visitors Center Chamber of Commerce, 175 East Main St., Brevard, NC 28712; (828) 884-8900; explorebrevard.com.




  SOUTHERN MOUNTAINS




  Cherokee County (Murphy)




  Cherokee County, the westernmost county in this region, is bordered by both Georgia and Tennessee, with Murphy, its county seat, only 20 minutes from either state and just a two-hour drive from either Chattanooga or Atlanta. It’s a rural county of fertile river valleys lined with glorious mountain ridges. One of the most beautiful is the 10-mile-long, 2-mile-wide Valley River Valley, with the Snowbird Mountains soaring on one side and the Valley River Mountains on the other. Cherokee County’s other small municipality, Andrews, lies near the head of this valley. Both it and Murphy are surrounded by the Nantahala National Forest, which takes up 92,363 acres of the county’s 300,100 acres, offering facilities for all kinds of outdoor recreation, including off-road vehicle trails. (See our Forests, Parks, and Waterfalls and Recreation chapters for more on the Nantahala.) Another 37,000 acres are under the control of the Tennessee Valley Authority. This includes the 22-mile-long Lake Hiwassee and its connecting and much smaller Appalachia Lake, which together cut diagonally across the center of the county. They were created when the Hiwassee River was dammed in 1936 for both electricity and flood control, providing the county with a source of water-based recreation.




  The first of Cherokee County’s four ill-fated courthouses, a brick structure built in Murphy in 1844, was burned in a raid near the end of the Civil War. A second was torn down and replaced; two more burned. Understandably concerned citizens, and especially the local lawyers, urged that the next courthouse be “as totally fireproof as possible.” So the fifth—a very beautiful structure—was built in 1927 of a regal blue marble found only in the Valley River Valley. You can visit the town of Marble (home of the blue marble) on Highway 141.




  In 1891 the Southern Railroad reached Murphy from Asheville, and a logging boom began. Not much remains from the pioneer and antebellum days of 1838 to 1870, but Cherokee County has a substantial number of buildings and homes dating from the prosperous era that began in the 1880s. You can see examples of Greek Revival, Federal, Neoclassical, Victorian, and Queen Anne architecture here, and the residents have taken great pains to preserve this heritage. You’ll also find an even larger slice of history preserved in the interesting Cherokee County Museum next to the courthouse. The cultural preservation and influence of the John C. Campbell Folk School at Brasstown on the line between Cherokee and Clay Counties can’t be overestimated. Many festivals and fairs also take place in the region, including an old wagon train tradition, which is a highlight of the Fourth of July celebration in Andrews. Notoriously, this is also the area where Eric Robert Rudolph, one of the FBI’s “10 Most Wanted,” hid out for five years and was subsequently apprehended in the town of Murphy, by rookie officer Jeff Postell, in 2003.




  We think you’ll love this rural and remote, but far from isolated, county. For more information contact the Cherokee County Visitor Center, 20 Tennessee St., Murphy, NC 28906; (828) 557-0602; visitcherokeecountync.com.




  Clay County (Hayesville)




 This county in the southwestern-most corner of the state is as uncluttered and unpolluted a place as can exist on this planet today while being two hours, more or less, from Atlanta, Chattanooga, and Asheville. Stretched along its southern border, you’ll find beautiful, mountain-encircled Lake Chatuge and its 132-mile shoreline. It’s called the crown jewel of the Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA’s) many lakes because of its lovely setting. The lake, which North Carolina shares with Georgia, is not only pretty to look at. It’s also a prime area for fishing and other water sports. The county, with a population of 11,000, has 65,650 acres of federal land, 43,400 of which make up part of the Nantahala National Forest, including the Fires Creek Bear Sanctuary in the high mountains of the northeastern corner of the county.




  Much of Clay County is at an altitude of 1,900 feet, but peaks here can soar as high as 5,400 feet. Even up into this century, Clay was an isolated area. It didn’t become a county until 1861, when it was separated from Cherokee County. Its first industry, in fact, was a tanning company that sold its tanned deer hides at 12.5 cents per pound. Local folk used the hides to make shoes because there was no market where they could buy footwear.




  Hayesville was named after state representative George Hayes, who had helped establish the new county.




  No place reflects the spirit of Clay County’s magical preservation better than the John C. Campbell Folk School at Brasstown. Both the school and Brasstown straddle the Cherokee-Clay county line and both counties claim it.




  This homegrown, do-it-yourself spirit is obvious in other areas of life here, such as the Mountain Valley Farmers’ Market, which takes place every Sat of the growing season from 7 to 11 a.m. on the square in Hayesville. Everything sold at this market is guaranteed to be homegrown or handmade, including vegetables, flowers, eggs, herbs, honey, ornamentals, baked goods, and crafts. It’s also alive in the many festivals held on the town square.




  For more information contact the Clay County Chamber of Commerce, 96 Sanderson St., Hayesville, NC 28904; (828) 389-3704; claycountychambernc.com.




  Graham County (Robbinsville)




 There are sections of any county in Western North Carolina that can be called “rugged,” but in 1872, when this area became a county, it was described by early explorers as “the most rugged, isolated, inaccessible land in all Eastern America.” This 274-square-mile county is literally walled off by the Snowbird Mountains, the Cheoah Range, the Yellow Creek Mountains, and the western range of the Great Smoky Mountains, called the Unicoi. Elevations in the county range from 1,777 feet to approximately 5,560 feet at the western end of the county, which adjoins eastern Tennessee.




  Graham County, with a population of 8,000, is at the southwestern boundary of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Approximately 60 percent of the county is in the Nantahala National Forest, including the 3,800-acre Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest of virgin timber. Here you’ll find trees that are hundreds of years old and grow 150 feet tall. Some are 20 feet in circumference at their bases. This memorial forest is a part of the 14,000-acre Joyce Kilmer–Slickrock Wilderness Area, which offers more than 60 miles of wilderness hiking trails. A 27-mile portion of the Appalachian Trail also crosses Graham County.




  In addition to other wildlife, the woods here are famous for their “Rooshians,” German wild boars that were mistakenly thought to be from Russia. An English company that planned to establish a high-priced hunting preserve in the mountains shipped them, along with other exotic game, to America. The preserve was a failure. The boars escaped, multiplied, and are still hunted here and in other sections of the mountains where they are notorious for rooting up the native habitat. Graham also contains more than 100 miles of clear mountain streams and 14,000 acres of lakes, including the fjord-like Calderwood and Cheoah Lakes, 2,800-acre Lake Santeetlah, and 30-mile-long Lake Fontana. On the last you’ll find Fontana Village, a former town for the workers who built Fontana Dam in the early 1940s, now a large and lovely resort.




  Now a number of excellent highways enter the area from south, east, and north Graham County’s borders are 79 miles from Knoxville, Tennessee, and 88 miles from Asheville.




  For more information contact Graham County Travel and Tourism Authority, 474 Rodney Orr Bypass, Robbinsville, NC 28771; (828) 479-3790), (800) 479-3790; grahamcountytravel.com.




  Haywood County (Waynesville)




 No one knows exactly when the first European settlers moved into the area that now makes up Haywood County, but some came more than 200 years ago, lending their names to many of the geographic points of interest here, such as Mary Gray Mountain. Others whose names stuck to the areas that they settled—Allens Creek, Francis Cove, Stamey Cove, and Ratcliffe Cove—have descendants whose names help fill the Haywood County phone book today.




  Today Haywood County has approximately 61,000 residents and consists of 546 square miles of craggy mountains, rolling foothills, and deep valleys. The county is surrounded by the Great Smokies on the north, the Newfound Mountain Range on the east, the Pisgah Ridge on the south, and the Balsam Mountain Range on the west. Elevations range from 1,400 feet at Waterville on the Pigeon River to 6,621 feet on top of Mount Guyot. Nineteen peaks in the county are higher than 6,000 feet. The most noted is 6,030-foot Cold Mountain, the star of Charles Frazier’s best-selling novel, Cold Mountain. Almost 40 percent of land is under the protection of the National Forest Service (Pisgah National Forest) and the National Park Service (24 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway run through the county).




  I-40 and a number of other highways, including US Highway 19, US Highway 23, and US Highway 276, serve the county seat of Waynesville, 27 miles from Asheville. Haywood has three other incorporated towns: Canton, Clyde, and Maggie Valley. Waynesville is one of the county’s oldest towns, established in 1809 as a voting precinct in an area that had been called Mount Prospect. When the county courthouse and jail were built here in 1810, the town’s name was changed to Waynesville. A charming, arty town with its pretty Main Street, Waynesville is perched on top of a small plateau and has striking views in all directions. It has a population of nearly 10,000 full-time residents.




  One of North Carolina’s top 20 annual events is “Folkmoot,” founded and hosted in Waynesville. This international extravaganza features the nations of the world every July with two weeks of street dances and performances conducted in Waynesville and throughout the mountains. (See our chapter on Festivals and Annual Events.)




  Canton is the next largest town, with a population of 4,200. Nearby Lake Logan is the site of the Boy Scouts of America Daniel Boone Council Camp, the Episcopal diocese, Lake Logan Episcopal Center, and the National Forest Service. Of the other two municipalities, Clyde, the home of the excellent Haywood Community College, has a population of 1,189; and Maggie Valley, named for the young daughter of its first postmaster, has just 354 people. However don’t let Maggie Valley’s small size fool you. This popular resort town 7 miles west of Waynesville draws thousands of visitors with its many attractions, music, and dancing at the Stompin’ Ground and the Cataloochee Ski Area, North Carolina’s oldest ski resort.




  For more information contact Visit NC Smokies Visitor Center, 1110 Soco Rd., Maggie Valley, NC 28751; (828) 926-1686, (800) 334-9036; visit ncsmokies.com.




  Jackson County (Sylva)




 Jackson County has a growing population of more than 43,000. Here the Blue Ridge Mountains, with their dramatically shattered and steep rock faces, roll in long, forested ridges toward the southwest. Elevations in the county range from 1,850 to 6,450 feet, with many 5,000-foot summits, and cool, high valleys that sit at 3,000 to 4,000 feet. Rainfall and waterfalls are abundant in the region and, along with the 28,000 acres of national forests, lend a lush beauty to the landscape.




  Three of them—Sylva, Dillsboro, and Webster—are incorporated and three others—Cashiers, Cullowhee, and Whittier—are not.




  Sylva, at 2,039 feet in the northwestern section of the county, has more than 2,000 full-time residents. Most of the area’s businesses and industries are here. The courthouse, which is reached by climbing 107 steps, was built in 1914 when the county seat was moved to Sylva. From its hilltop vantage point, the courthouse overlooks the river and the bustling town that stretches down two long streets. Sylva is the county seat.




  A mile away, Dillsboro, founded in 1884, has a population of only 270 but its 50 or more shops have become home to the works of hundreds of artists and craftspeople. Thousands of visitors come here to ride the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad’s excursion trains and to shop and spend time in this pretty and creative place. (The GSM Railroad operates out of Bryson City only.)




  Webster, the former county seat and the site of a number of historic homes, has a population of 385. The town was built on an Indian mound, and the surrounding area offers sweeping views of the Tuckasegee River.




  Cullowhee, situated in the scenic Tuckasegee River basin and surrounded by mountains, forests, and streams, is the home of Western Carolina University. With a new performing arts and fine art museum and galleries, it is the center of arts and culture in the county. The university also has the Mountain Heritage Center, with its museum and programs that preserve and promote this region’s unique heritage. The annual Mountain Heritage Day, a festival of traditional music, crafts, food, and fun that attracts thousands, is also held in Cullowhee.




  Whittier lies at Jackson County’s lowest elevation, 1,839 feet, in farming country on the border of Swain County. Dr. Clark Whittier of California, a relative of the Quaker poet John Greenleaf Whittier, established it. Nearby is the site of the Cherokee town of Stikohi or Stecoee, destroyed in 1776 in a preemptive strike after the Cherokee sided with the British at the beginning of the Revolutionary War. Later Col. William H. Thomas, white chief and friend of the Cherokee, established his home here and used treaty funds to buy land that became the Qualla Boundary, the home of the Eastern Band of Cherokee.




  The town of Cashiers sits high up in a mountain valley at an elevation of 3,478 feet, not far from spectacular Whiteside Mountain, whose sheer rock faces are the highest vertical drops in the east. Right outside town, you’ll find the historic High Hampton Inn, which maintains its old traditions and a fine golf course, currently being renovated until 2020. In the early 1900s several other inns were established in the area to serve Southern gentry escaping low-land heat and humidity. Many of these visitors ended up building summer homes, and the area has continued to attract vacationers and those who serve them. Nearby, for example, is Sapphire Valley, a huge community resort with all the amenities. Lake Glenville, right on the highway between Cashiers and Cullowhee—along with other small lakes in the Cashiers area—offers fishing, boating, canoeing, and other water sports.




  For more information contact the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce, 773 West Main St., Sylva, NC 28779, (828) 586-2155 or (800) 962-1911, mountainlovers.com; and the Cashiers Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center, 202 Highway 107 South, Cashiers, NC 28717, (828) 743-5191, cashiersareachamber.com




  Macon County (Franklin)




 Named after Nathaniel Macon, who served in the US Congress for 36 years, Macon County was formed in 1828. The land here is rich in minerals and gemstones. The large territory that made up the original county was later broken up eventually to form all or parts of Cherokee, Jackson, Clay, Swain, and Graham Counties. Macon now covers 517 square miles and has a full-time population of about 34,700, though vacationers and second-home owners more than double that number every summer.




  The town of Franklin, with a permanent population of around 4,000, was named after Jesse Franklin, one of the men who surveyed the town in 1820 and became governor of North Carolina within the year. Franklin sits at the convergence of three major highways—US Highway 441, US Highway 64, and Highway 28—at an elevation of 2,800 feet. Elevations in Macon County overall range from 1,900 feet in the Little Tennessee River basin to 5,500 feet at Standing Indian Mountain.




  Macon County’s other town is Highlands, which sits atop a mountain plateau at 4,118 feet, making it the highest incorporated town east of the Mississippi. Driving the narrow, curving stretch of US 64 along the Cullasaja Gorge that connects the two towns is an adventure in itself and offers some of the mostphotographed waterfalls in the mountains, including Lower Cullasaja Falls, Bridal Veil Falls, and Dry Falls. Highlands was purposely created in 1875 by Samuel T. Kelsy and Clinton C. Hutchenson, who bought the land from the Dobson family of Horse Cove, a small community south of Highlands. A year later the two men sent flyers all over the country advertising the climate and altitude of the new “town,” and by 1883 Highlands had 300 residents and was incorporated. Now its winter population hovers around 1,000, but that grows from 20,000 to 25,000 during the summer, not counting all the visitors who arrive to shop and take in the attractions of the surrounding area.




  Where Franklin is rich in gemstones, Highlands is rich in botanical treasures. Macon County as a whole gets 50 inches of rain a year, but Highlands averages 70. This contributes to its unique plant life and led to the establishment of one of the oldest research centers in the country, the Highlands Biological Station, where scientists from all over the world study the area’s flora and fauna. Highlands also has some of the most expensive real estate in the mountains.




  Macon County loves its visitors, and tourism is its leading industry, but the county is not solely dependent on it. Forestry products, farming, and ranching are still a large part of the local economy, and managers of new, nonpolluting industries are finding that this is an area where business and outdoor pleasure can be easily combined.




  For more information contact the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, 44 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC 28734, (828) 369-9606, visitsmokies.org; and the Highlands Area Chamber of Commerce, 108 Main St. or PO Box 404, Highlands, NC 28741, (828) 526-2112, highlandschamber.org.




  Swain County (Bryson City)




 Swain County was created in 1871 out of parts of Jackson and Macon Counties and was named for David L. Swain, a former governor and president of the state university. The cabin in which he was born is in Asheville, incorporated in the Beaverdam Run condominium complex.




  Eighty-five percent of the county’s 553 square miles is federal land, which means it’s mostly mountains, forests, streams, rivers, and wilderness. Yet this unspoiled, unhurried, unpolluted piece of paradise is just 60 miles from Asheville and 85 miles from Knoxville, Tennessee. The southern part of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park comprises 216,662 acres of the county; the Nantahala National Forest manages another 21,000 acres. And the Blue Ridge Parkway finally comes to an end—or originates, depending on which way you’re traveling—in Swain County and takes up 709 acres of county land. In addition, 29,000 acres of the Cherokee Indian Reservation, including the town of Cherokee with its many diversions, is also within the county. The reservation is known as the “Qualla Boundary.” The boundary begins in the north at Soco Gap, which connects into Maggie Valley. The town of Cherokee lies within that boundary. This includes the authentic Museum of the Cherokee and the Qualla Arts and Crafts Center. Leading from those centers are the directionals pointing the way to the outdoor theater where Unto These Hills drama is presented throughout the summer, and the 17th-century prototype of a living Cherokee village, Oconaluftee Village, stands.




  The elevation at Bryson City, the county seat, is only about 1,800 feet, while just a dozen miles away, as the crow flies, the mountains soar to 6,643 feet at Clingmans Dome.




  Some of the state’s most scenic rivers—the Nantahala, Oconaluftee, and Tuckasegee—add their beauty and recreational possibilities to all the other attractions. The Nantahala River alone draws thousands of rafters and kayakers, and many white-water outfitters, including the well-known Nantahala Outdoor Center, are in or near Bryson City. Some great mountain biking trails in the area attract such events as Knobscorcher, one of the state’s most popular series of mountain bike races. Fontana Lake stretches into the county just a few minutes west of Bryson City.




  Bryson City, population 1,455, is a lively, attractive town on the banks of the Tuckasegee River, with parks both along the river and on its islands. It’s a popular stop for passengers on the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad, which offers train excursions through the area. As if that weren’t enough, annual river festivals, high-school band competitions, chili cook-offs, and other celebrations are held throughout the year. Needless to say, if you like the outdoors, you’re going to love it here, because the 14,300 full-time Swain County residents have quick access to some of the largest expanses of wilderness areas in the eastern United States.




  

  



  



  What’s in a Name?




 The Cherokee referred to their mountain home here as Sa-koh-na-gas, which means “blue,” after the mountains’ blue haze, which is created when sunshine and warm, humid air combine with the hydrocarbons produced by the region’s thick forests. This single word was later elaborated into “the great blue hills of God” and “land of the blue mists.”.




  The Great Smoky Mountains, on the other hand, were named for the fog that forms as a result of the temperature differences between the air and the mountains’ many water sources. This cloudlike mist curls up from valleys and mountain peaks like smoke from a fire, particularly in the early morning, around sunset, and after rains.




  This blue mist and curling “smoke” are integral parts of the landscape of both the Great Smokies and the Blue Ridge Mountains, as well as all the lesser-known cross ridges, such as the Graham, Nantahala, Snowbird, Balsam, and New Found Mountains.




  The Land of the Sky, a more recent description, was culled from the title of an 1876 romantic novel set in this tranquil region.




  

  




  






  For more information contact the Swain County Visitor Center and History Museum, 255 Main St. or PO Box 509, Bryson City, NC 28713; (828) 488-7857; swainheritagemusuem.com; (800) 867-9246, (828) 488-3681, greatsmokies.com.




  CLIMATE




 Western North Carolina is also known as the Land of the Four Seasons for it is the long-lasting springs and autumns, plus mild winters and (increasingly hot!) summers, that have attracted tourists and new residents to the area for nearly two centuries.




  Crocuses and daffodils start pushing up through the earth in late Feb, and the false spring that usually occurs around this time of the year can have you hiking or playing golf in your shirt sleeves. In Mar, tulip magnolias, yellow forsythia, and other early-spring flowers bravely brighten the landscape despite the real possibility of a late snowfall. By the end of Apr, dogwoods and silverbell trees are blooming everywhere. In May, mountainsides are afire with flame azaleas, and the dense thickets of several species of native rhododendrons begin their bloom bursts, a show that lasts right into July. May is also the time when a large portion of the mountains’ spring wildflowers reaches its peak, including pink and white mountain laurels that coat the slopes and overhang roadways, rivers, and boulder-strewn creeks.




  By June, summer greens up the region with all the lush, ferny beauty of a rain forest. Daytime temperatures are mostly in the 70s and 80s, but as summer plays out, a good month of heat and humidity requires air conditioners and electric fans, at least until a cooling thunderstorm comes along. Even then, by late evening the thermometer drops into the 70s, cooler still at higher elevations, and it’s an extremely rare night when it could be considered too hot to sleep.




  At any time you can find vast temperature differences by a quick change in elevation. For example, you can stretch spring by several weeks if you follow the bloom from the valleys to the tops of the mountains, and in the fall the color changes begin at the top elevation and slowly work their way downward. The first hints of the colorful autumn to come are seen tinting some of the leaves at higher elevations as early as late Aug. In Oct, visitors by the thousands arrive to enjoy the brilliant red, yellow, and gold foliage display (see our sidebar on autumn leaves in the Blue Ridge Parkway chapter).




  By mid-Nov, the barren branches of deciduous trees give mountain ridges a crew-cut look, and previously unknown lodgings peer from their wooded perches enjoying “winter views.” But, while nights may bring freezing temperatures, days can be pleasantly warm. It’s usually not until Christmas that the first frigid Alberta clipper roars south out of Canada. On those occasions temperatures can plummet to zero or below for a short period of time, and from then until well into spring, short spurts of bitterly cold weather, along with occasional snow or ice storms, alternate with surprisingly pleasant winter days. In most places the average snowfall in a typical year is around one foot, and even heavy snows usually disappear in a matter of days.




 



i  Temperature changes are drastic in the mountains. Always take a sweater or jacket when driving from low altitudes to higher ones. We once experienced a sunny, warm day in downtown Asheville, which turned into a windy, icy hailstorm only 2,000 feet higher at a picnic area on the Blue Ridge Parkway.









  Rain, on the other hand, is a year-round event. Slightly more falls in the summer than the winter. (Winter wet fronts, rising up from the Gulf of Mexico, actually warm things up.) In summer, rain often takes the form of sudden crashing late-afternoon and evening thunderstorms, sometimes with damaging winds and lightning. While such storms can spoil picnics and other outdoor activities, most residents enjoy these natural light-and-sound shows, knowing the mountains offer protection from destructive tornadoes and hurricanes found elsewhere.




  On the average, rainfall totals from 40 to 55 inches per year, depending on the location. But in the rain belt, which includes a large part of Transylvania County and the southern sections of Jackson and Macon Counties, 80 inches or more can fall in a typical year. All that water has to go somewhere, and much of it tumbles off cliffs and down mountainsides. Transylvania, which dubs itself the Land of Waterfalls, has more than 150 of these splendid water shows. Even so, the county hasn’t cornered the waterfall market. Cascades and waterfalls, some of which plunge hundreds of feet, can be found in abundance throughout the region. (See our Forests, Parks, and Waterfalls chapter.) So can springs, creeks, rivers, ponds, and lakes. In fact, homes with such water sources are almost more the rule than the exception, and real estate ads touting “bold streams” are common, even inside the boundaries of some towns.
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  Hazy Days




 Some days the mountain vistas don’t go on forever. Smog and haze are a growing concern in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Not only are views sometimes obscured by smog, but the pollution also poses a threat to people with asthma and other health concerns. The local newspapers and broadcast media give a daily “air quality” report with a scale that ranges from green to red. Those with respiratory concerns, the very young, the elderly, and pregnant women should stick to lower elevations and/or stay inside when levels reach high orange and red.


 

  




  






  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




 A natural charm and mystery surrounds many parts of the North Carolina mountains, which are still considered to be fairly wild and remote. Over time, the paths traveled by bears, mountain lions, deer, bison, and elk became hunting trails for Native Americans. These trails became the dusty and muddy roads used by early settlers. As time flowed with the tides of progress, the roads became paved, curvy two-laners. Today, the magnificent highways of America bring travelers into these mountains on beautiful scenic drives. Not the least of these is the Blue Ridge Parkway. The Parkway winds its way southwest at an average elevation of 3,000 feet through the northern and central mountains, finally turning northwest in the southern mountains. It ends at Cherokee at the southern entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Yet there’s still a wealth of wilderness to be found. And within this wilderness you can access nature preserves, waterfalls, hiking trails, and the area’s other attractions.




  National and state highways now crisscross this ancient land of the Cherokees. Two busy interstate highways—I-40 and I-26—intersect in Asheville, and just an hour or so south, I-26 crosses I-85 at Spartanburg, South Carolina, on that interstate’s busy leg between Atlanta and Charlotte.




  Getting to many of the best hiking trails, the prettiest waterfalls, and some of the most beautiful areas of the woods can involve taking Forest Service (FS) or unpaved secondary roads (SR). Many of these are steep, curvy, narrow, graveled, and often one lane with only small pullouts to get around oncoming traffic. Passing is mostly impossible and certainly inadvisable. But, if your vehicle is in decent shape and its tank filled with gas, we encourage you to explore these adventuresome byways. It’s also a good idea to stop by the closest ranger station (the numbers are listed in the Forests, Parks, and Waterfalls chapter) and ask about road conditions. Bad weather sometimes washes out whole sections of these roads or creates landslides.




  The Asheville Regional Airport, adjacent to I-26 and strategically located between Asheville and Hendersonville, is connected to Brevard by a five-lane highway. The jetport located at the Asheville Regional Airport handles corporate and private air traffic. Some prefer to drive to Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport or Charlotte-Douglas International Airport.




  When this wilderness first opened, few rail lines reached the region. Eventually the highest railroad point in the southeast was in North Carolina. Thomas Wolfe wrote of the nostalgia of hearing the train whistle at night. But alas, passenger trains into the mountains are now part of history. Today a number of railroads provide freight service to the mountains, and Amtrak serves nearby Greenville and Clemson, South Carolina, but rail passenger service in Western North Carolina is limited to a railroad excursion company, the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad. It is based in Bryson City, North Carolina (see our Attractions chapter).




  Driving in the Mountains




 While airports and interstate highways make arriving in the North Carolina mountains extremely easy, you’ll be taking other highways and byways in order to enjoy all the scenery and attractions this region offers. Driving in the mountains can require patience, but it’s usually not the kind demanded by bumper-to-bumper traffic jams. In many areas you’ll have the roads mostly to yourself, yet you may need to allow double the time it would normally take to drive a set distance. The very nature of these steep-graded, twisting roads demands slower speeds. The top speed allowed on the Blue Ridge Parkway, for example, is 45 miles per hour, and some hairpin curves, even on major routes, require that you slow down to 15 miles per hour. In addition, sudden weather changes can bring blinding fog or downpours. In winter, unexpected ice, snow, and freezing rain can bring travel to a dangerous crawl.




  Another thing that can—and probably should—cut into your traveling time is the incredible scenery you’ll encounter along the way. Smoky mist curling out of a deep valley, a sunset turning a lake to rosy pink, a waterfall cascading down a mountainside, a highway pull-off offering a green-dappled vista that stretches for miles will tempt you to stop for a look. For those who enjoy the journey as well as the destination, the North Carolina Scenic Byways project covers 1,600 miles of picturesque North Carolina back roads, free of man-made eyesores. Each route was chosen for its particular attractions, based on historic significance or natural beauty, such as waterfalls, rivers, or land formations.




  



i  The state maintains more than 77,000 miles of primary and secondary roads. North Carolina also has the largest state-maintained road system in the United States. North Carolina is commonly called the Good Roads State.









  Here in the mountains of North Carolina, we are fortunate to have nine of these scenic byways, which cover 410 miles. You can identify the road you’re traveling as a scenic byway from the distinctive white sign decorated with green mountains and blue waterways and the title NC SCENIC BYWAY emblazoned at the bottom. The North Carolina Department of Transportation has issued a helpful, 91-page guide booklet for the entire state system of scenic byways. You can get a copy at most North Carolina welcome centers and DOT offices or online at ncdot.com.




  Most notably, be prepared to share our mountain roads with pedestrians, bicyclists, horseback riders, and a variety of wildlife. The last is particularly prevalent at night.




  Here are a few other rules you should be aware of:




 

    A new resident must apply for a driver’s license within 30 days of moving here. Bring your out-of-state license, proof of insurance, and proof of residency to a driver’s license office of the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles; you’ll have to pass a written exam and an eye exam. Each county has a DMV office. Most offices are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; some close for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.




  New residents also must register their vehicles and purchase license tags within 30 days. Vehicles must also be inspected within 10 days of the registration date.




  The North Carolina Safe Roads Act forbids drivers to drink alcohol or to have an open container of an alcoholic beverage in the passenger area. All front seat passengers are required to wear seat belts. Children younger than four must ride in child safety seats. All children younger than 12 must wear seat belts. There is no longer an exemption for vehicles registered outside the state. Children younger than 12 may not ride in the open beds of pickup trucks except when an adult is present to supervise the child, or the child is secured or restrained by an approved seat belt. The state requires that headlights be on whenever windshield wipers are on. Motorcyclists are required to wear helmets and use their headlights at all times. It is illegal to send text messages on a cell phone while driving in North Carolina.
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  The Interstate 26 Connector.




  After 11 years of planning and building, I-26 now connects Charleston, South Carolina, with the Ohio Valley, and what a road it is! In addition to underpasses for wildlife, there are run-off ramps for runaway trucks with special traps for containing hazardous waste spillage. An automated spray, triggered to de-ice the bridge approaching notorious Sam’s Gap, which peaks at the North Carolina–Tennessee line, has been built as a winter safety feature. Even monarch butterflies have been given special consideration with the development of a special preserve filled with their favorite flowers and milkweeds high above the interstate.




  A unique visitor center offers comfort and assistance as well as a gallery of traditional crafts native to the region. The center has vast picnic areas and offers great scenery. Photo opportunities abound all the way from Asheville north through Tennessee.




  This corridor connects directly with I-81 at Johnson City and provides access to the culturally rich town of Abingdon, Virginia, with its grandiose Martha Washington Hotel and the Abingdon Theatre.




  Along the way on I-26 West, one encounters the university town of Mars Hill. Heading east on US Highway 19 just past Mars Hill, enter into Yancey County to the quaint town center of Burnsville, North Carolina. Located along US 19 are the historic Penland School of Craft, the town of Spruce Pine, and the Appalachian State University town of Boone.




  




  



i  If you’re sightseeing at a leisurely pace, road etiquette asks that you pull over, when you can do so safely, and let those in a hurry pass by. The more popular mountain roads and highways actually have pull-off or passing zones.









  
Commercial Airports




  Central Mountains




  ASHEVILLE REGIONAL AIRPORT, 61 Terminal Dr., Fletcher, NC; (828) 684-2226; flyavl.com. Western North Carolina’s only commercial air service is centrally located on Highway 280, just 15 miles south of Asheville, and is easily accessed from I-26. The airport is tourist friendly and not far from all the most popular vacation destinations. Hendersonville is 8 miles from the Asheville airport; Brevard only 20; Waynesville, 36; Sylva, 57; Cashiers, 58; and Highlands, 69. This airport is the fourth largest in the state. With frequent daily flights to major hubs (Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Philadelphia, Washington, DC), year-round service to New York (Newark), and seasonal service to Denver, New York (LaGuardia), Vero Beach, Florida, and the Washington, DC, area (Baltimore), as well as year-round service to these Florida destinations: Ft. Lauderdale, Orlando, Punta Gorda, Sarasota, St. Pete-Clearwater, and Tampa, Asheville Regional Airport is rated one of the best connected regional airports in America. New nonstop destinations are being added frequently. Allegiant, American, Delta, Elite, Spirit, and United serve the airport currently. Also on hand are four auto rental services: Hertz, Avis, Budget, and National. (Alternate airport transfer services are listed at the end of this chapter.)




  Plenty of short and long-term spaces, a cafeteria, bar, restaurant, sundries and newspaper/ magazine shop, and lounge provide a pleasant seating area for those seeking sustenance. An art gallery features rotating exhibitions by local artists. The latest addition to the airport is the pop-up concert series, in partnership with Ashvegas.com, providing local musicians of various genres in concert.




  



i  A special photo exhibit of World War I and II airmen from Asheville is located at the Asheville Airport. Among the many photos is one of Kiffin Rockwell, ace of World War I. A character playing his role was in the early film Layette Escadrille. Also among the photos is that of Robert Morgan, World War II pilot of the B-17 Memphis Belle fame. The story of that plane and crew was featured in both a book and a movie.









  ASHEVILLE REGIONAL AIRPORT GROUND TRANSPORTATION, Airport Rd., Fletcher, NC; (828) 209-3660. Transportation from the airport can be contracted at the facility located in the baggage claim area. There is no taxi stand at the Asheville Regional Airport, although taxis are available. Most Uber and Lyft-type companies currently provide services. (Other transportation systems are listed at the end of this chapter.).




  General Aviation - Private Airports




  Northern Mountains




  ASHE COUNTY AIRPORT, 639 Airport Rd., Jefferson, NC; (336) 982-5144; airnav.com/airport/KGEV




 



i  If you plan to fly your own plane, it would be a good idea to call the airports at which you intend to land and refuel. Smaller airports may not offer all the services to which you are accustomed.









  AVERY COUNTY AIRPORT, 400 Brushy Creek Rd., Spruce Pine, NC; (828) 733-8200; airnav.com/airport/7A8.




  BOONE AIRPORT, 346 Bamboo Rd., Boone, NC; (828) 265-3598; airnav.com/airport/NC14.




  ELK RIVER AIRPORT, 643 Banner Elk Hwy., Banner Elk, NC; (828) 898-9791; airnav.com/airport/NC06.




  Central Mountains




  HENDERSONVILLE AIRPORT, 1232 Shepherd St., Hendersonville, NC; (828) 693-1897; hendersonvilleairport.com.




  Southern Mountains




  WESTERN CAROLINA REGIONAL AIRPORT, 5840 Airport Rd., Andrews, NC; (828) 321-5114, (404) 695-110 (after hours); westerncarolinaregional.us.




  JACKSON COUNTY AIRPORT, 626 Airport Rd., Sylva, NC; (828) 586-0321; airnav.com/airport/24A.




  MACON COUNTY AIRPORT, 1241 Airport Rd., Franklin, NC; (828) 524-5529; maconcountyairport.com


  

  
Bus Lines




  Central Mountains




  APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY, 168 Hardin St., Boone, NC; main: (828) 268-0555, tickets: (828) 268-0555, (800) 231-2222; greyhound.com. Located curbside at Phil’s Citgo Service Station.




  APPLE COUNTRY PUBLIC TRANSIT, 526 7th Ave. E., Hendersonville, NC; (828) 698-8571; henderson.lib.nc.us/county/planning/actransit/main.html. Transportation operates throughout the city of Hendersonville, town of Fletcher, and Laurel Park with three bus routes running from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Mon through Fri. Routes originate from the transfer site located at the corner of 4th and Grove Streets in downtown Hendersonville (next to the 1995 Henderson County Courthouse).




  ASHEVILLE REDEFINES TRANSIT SYSTEM (ART), 49 Coxe Ave., Asheville, NC; (828) 253-5691; ashevillenc.gov/departments/transit. This municipal agency provides service from 5:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Mon through Sat; and from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sun and holidays. The standard fare is $1. The main terminal is beside the downtown post office on Coxe Avenue. For real time information on your next bus, download the Transit app or Google Maps, or dial the number above and press #1. It serves 49 stations in and around Asheville.




  GREYHOUND BUS LINE, 2 South Tunnel Rd., Asheville, NC; (800) 231-2222; greyhound.com. The Greyhound Bus Line is the only bus company providing long-range scheduled motor coach service from this area. The Buncombe County terminal is located east of the tunnel that connects downtown Asheville to Tunnel Road. The Greyhound facilities provide passenger and package service to all major US destinations. The terminal opens at 8 a.m., but closing times vary so call ahead.




  Touring Companies




  ACCENTS ON ASHEVILLE, 290 Macon Ave., Asheville, NC 28804; (828) 251-9013, (800) 627-1185; accentsonasheville.com. Provides guide and transportation services to local areas and beyond for larger groups. Services include airport pickups, transporting groups from hotels throughout western North Carolina, upstate South Carolina, and eastern Tennessee, and tours of historic Asheville, Cherokee (Qualla), Great Smoky Mountain Railroad, mountains artisan studios, and Biltmore Estate, plus white-water rafting. Featured tours may be customized according to groups.




  BREWS CRUISE, Asheville Brewing Company, 77 Coxe Ave., Asheville, NC; (828) 545-5181; brewscruise.com. Experience a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the glory of beer with visits to many of the area’s famed breweries. The tasting and entertainment tour with experienced guides engage everyone to sample a wide variety of beers, understand the brewing process, the history of beer, and the way to taste and pair beer with food.




  CAROLINA LIMOUSINE, 2019 Smoky Park Hwy., Asheville, NC; (828) 258-2526; wnctransportation.com. Provides first class limousine service in and around Western North Carolina since 1999. Offers a large fleet of luxury limousines, town cars, and stretch SUVs.




  DILLINGHAM-RICHARDS INTERNATIONAL, INC., (private address) Asheville, NC; (828) 253-3943. Custom-tailored tours are led by Western North Carolina’s premier historian, lecturer, tour guide, wine master, and author—Insiders’ Guide’s own Ken Richards.




  ELITE LIMOUSINE, 3833 North Mills River Rd., Mills River, NC; (828) 890-2424; elite-limousine.com. Serving the Asheville area since 1992, the company has a fleet of vehicles ranging from motor coaches to stretch limos, Hummers, Lincoln Navigators, a party bus, a Rolls or two, Cadillac convertibles, and other snazzy rides for special occasions.




  GRAY LINE TROLLEY TOURS, Asheville Visitor Center, 36 Montford Ave., Asheville, NC; (825) 251-8687, (866) 592-8687; graylineasheville.com. Enjoy a preview of the city with a “Hop-On/Hop-Off Trolley Tour,” combining an informative and entertaining narration with the convenience of unlimited “hop-on/hop-off” privileges at several stops located along the tour route. The “Haunted History & Murder Mystery Ghost Tour” and the “Holly Jolly Christmas Trolley Tour” with live music and caroling round out the fun offerings with this company.




  LAZOOM TOURS, 76 Biltmore Ave., Asheville, NC; (828) 225-6932; lazoomtours.com. The quirky 40-passenger purple art buses run a variety of themed tours through Asheville’s downtown area and historic Montford. The wild, fun, and outrageous Comedy, Haunted, and Band and Beer Tours are not for the timid, and include acting, storytelling, singing, and some passenger participation. The sometimes rowdy and completely idiosyncratic tours begin and end at the LaZoom Room, where you can wait for your tour on velvet sofas with a drink.




  PEGASUS AIRPORT LIMOUSINE, Asheville, NC; (828) 281-4600; pegasusairport.net. Pegasus has been servicing passengers for over 20 years, employing professional drivers for taxi, shuttle, or limousine service, ranging beyond the Asheville area to Charlotte/Douglas International Airport, Atlanta, Greenville/Spartanburg Airport, Knoxville, and Tri-Cities Airports.
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i  You can park for free in many of WNC’s small towns. Not so in Asheville. Parking at meters is strictly monitored (new meters feature credit card slots), and if time runs out on the meter where you’re parked, you’ll be slapped with a ticket. Also, parking in private business lots around town means almost certain towing. So save yourself a lot of headaches and inconvenience and park in one of the city garages centrally located downtown, or try some of the self-service private lots now set up, but be sure to monitor your time.









  SPECIAL OCCASIONS LIMOUSINE, Asheville, NC; (828) 681-2811, (888) 288-9915; specialoccasionslimo.com. Their motto is “Anywhere, Any Time” and they offer 24-hour service. Their variety of premium class vehicles ranges from sedans to vans, Black Car Service (black stretch limousines) to luxury stretch limousines.




  WALKING TOURS OF HISTORIC ASHEVILLE, Asheville, NC; (828) 777-1014; history-at-hand.com. Explore the history of Asheville through its fascinating stories and architecture. There are three separate walking tours offered: Downtown Asheville, Historic Montford, Riverside Cemetery, and Family Store Tours. Learn about Asheville’s vibrant Jewish community during the 1.5 hour Family Store Tour pointing out locations of some of the 400-plus Jewish businesses that supported the early economy of Asheville. All tours by appointment. Enhance your tour experience with a copy of The Family Store: A History of Jewish Businesses in Downtown Asheville, 1880–1990.




  YOUNG TRANSPORTATION & TOURS, 843 Riverside Dr., Asheville, NC; (828) 258-0084; youngtransportation.com. Through the creativity of Ralph Young Sr., this company became “people-movers” by bolting theater seats to a truck and transporting folks from Western North Carolina to the Chicago Exhibition in the 1930s, during the Great Depression when money was scarce. Again in 1982, with the World’s Fair just down the road in Knoxville, Tennessee, the Young fleet was enlarged to provide transportation. Today they have a large fleet of mini-coaches and highway coaches with seating for 22 to 55 passengers. They offer receptive tour services, shop services, charter tours, and executive vans. Step-on guides are also available.













  
History





  If these silent sentinels of this ancient mountain chain could only speak we’d learn of the formation of the earth when they were higher than the Himalayas. In geologist-speak the Appalachians, within eons, will be river bottom when mountains such as the Rockies erode to half their current size.




  These trails we hike, the roads we travel, and the cities and towns of Western North Carolina hide the first footsteps of the Paleo-Indians of more than 12,000 years ago. Within the last 2,000 years their descendants, the Cherokee, established their villages, fished these rivers, and hunted the land. They grew crops using this flora for foods and medicines.




  The giant hardwoods of beech, iron wood, chestnut, hickory, ash, and others were painstakingly turned into huge canoes by burning out the core. Today, the descendants of this virgin timber can be found in a remote corner of Western North Carolina at the Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest.




  In due course the monarchies of Europe reached out for land expansion, searching for earth minerals and all the bounty of the land. Thus, by 1540 Hernando de Soto led his Spanish Conquistadors into the wilderness of what became the Carolinas.




  Within the next century the French were working their way to the Atlantic from the Mississippi. When French explorers arrived, they renamed the Cherokee river whose name translated to “the long man” to the French Broad River. The Cherokee had also called the mountain streams “Chattering Children.” In current times these streams are called “Raging Adolescents” due to the floods of 1916 and as recent as 2004 when the French Broad River, Swannanoa River, and others crested their banks to flood parts of Asheville and other communities.




  North Carolina authors of note have captured the history of these early beginnings. The late author Wilma Dykeman’s book, The French Broad, covers the history of the civilizations that developed along this longest river in Southeast United States. West Asheville’s, John Ehle followed the government removal of the Cherokee to the Oklahoma Territory in 1838 in his tome Trail of Tears. The bestseller and eventual movie Cold Mountain by Asheville’s Charles Frazer bring us into the War Between the States.




  NATIVE TO THESE MOUNTAINS—THE CHEROKEE




  Somewhere back in time, American Indians built a mound known as Nik-wa-si along the banks of the Little Tennessee River. A town council house was built on its top, and the lodges of the city were spread up and down the valley. This site formed the government and spiritual center of the Middle Cherokee tribe. According to Cherokee tradition, the “Immortals” remain deep within the mound. They are the defenders of their people. A marker at the mound is now on East Main Street in Franklin, Macon’s county seat.




  In de Soto’s search for gold here in 1540 his expedition totally overlooked the wealth of gemstones for which this area is now so famous. De Soto’s visit, however, was relatively peaceful compared with what came later. In 1760 war broke out between the Cherokee and encroaching settlers, and the ancient town of Nik-wa-si was attacked by the British on several occasions and eventually destroyed. Finally, in the Treaty of 1815, the Cherokee gave up the land east of the Nantahala Mountains. Nantahala, meaning “land of the noonday sun,” was so named by the Cherokee because only at midday does sunshine reach the bottom of the deep Nantahala Gorge.




  This newly conquered territory became a part of Haywood County, and in 1817 Jacob Siler and William Britton journeyed from Buncombe County to set up a trading post, thus becoming the first white settlers in the area. They were not, however, the first to get to know it well. Botanist William Bartram had been hospitably received by the Cherokee during his stay at Nik-wa-si in 1777, and today’s Bartram Trail, second in popularity only to the Appalachian Trail, actually passes through the city limits of Franklin.


OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg
Close-UP





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg
KENTUCKY

VIRGINIA

Northern

NORTH CAROLINA Mountains

TENNESSEE

NORTH
CAROLINA

Southern
Mountains

Central
Mountains

cuengree
Murphy

_. Haye - = CAROLINA
GEORGIA 5

20 40 km.
20 4o mi.

North Carolina’s Mountains

(SF
or0






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_009.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.jpg
Jefferson
) st 2k
K Jefferson | A
* Mt. Jeffer

Visitor's Center
® Linville Gorge
YANCEY

M. Mitchell

Northern Mountains






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.jpg
INSIDERS’GUIDE® to
North Carolina’s
Mountains

IncludmgAs/Jeuzlle, Biltmore Estate,
““Cherokee, and the Blue dege Ptzr/ewuy






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_010.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_008.jpg
Cherokee
(Eastern Band of Cherokes)!

Bryson

~—\ @ Zulownee

JACKSON

Z/\
Hiwassee §
Lake
z cHEROKEE _— Lak
Murphy
/' Hayesville

7

Southern Mountains






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
PEHODE





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg
| s e
| HRRRRS

NORTH
CAROLINA

NORTH
CAROLINA

Looking \,_EB \
BLUERDGE N\o” g Class Falls Zyendersonyilie\
[[rransvLvaNiA, §
PISGAH NI
Brevard, | FoesT Saluda, I~
K Tvyn\ A

&

Central Mountains






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
North Carolina’s
Mountains

Including Asheville, Biltmore Estate, Cherokee,
and the Blue Ridge Parkway

Eleventh Edition






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_011.jpg





