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Princess Itty stood on the highest perch in the royal climbing room. The floor was a long way down! But Itty wasn’t going to take one big jump. No, she was going to carefully plot a course and jump from one perch to another until she reached the ground. It was a new technique she had been practicing with her mom, the Queen of Lollyland. While Itty’s dad, the King, liked to take one big leap—and land with one big thump!—her mom preferred to work her way down by expertly jumping from one level to the next. It took a lot of skill, but it was the best and safest technique for a kitty with small paws like Itty.
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A flash of movement outside caught Itty’s attention. There was a dragon heading toward the palace! Actually, he was rolling toward the palace, because he was wearing roller skates.

A dragon on roller skates could only mean one thing!

Itty forgot all about being careful and leaped all the way down to the ground. She landed on the floor with a thump! She shook her paws and raced out of the climbing room.
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“Mom! Dad! An announcement dragon from Wagmire is here!” Itty yelled as she raced through the grand hallway.

Her parents were already waiting at the palace doors.

“I know it’s exciting, darling, but please don’t run indoors. Or shout,” the Queen reminded her gently.
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“Sorry, Mom,” Itty replied. But from the smile on the Queen’s face, Itty knew her mom wasn’t upset. After all, it wasn’t every day that an announcement dragon showed up!
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The palace doors swung open. Itty recognized the announcement dragon immediately—he had come to the palace before. The last time the royal family of Wagmire visited, it had taken Itty and the puppy prince, whose name was Pip, a while to like each other. But by the end of the visit they were great friends!
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“Did Prince Pip send you?” Itty asked.

Instead of replying to Itty, the dragon unfurled the scroll he was holding, cleared his throat, and began to sing.
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