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how this book
HAPPENED


The goal of this book is to provide a complete picture of Jewel—one of the most original, and complicated, personalities in today’s music world. Meeting this objective proved to be a bit of a challenge. Jewel is many different things to many different people. For example, some are drawn to her vulnerability, her sweetness, while others relate to her as a tough-as-nails survivor. To some, she’s a down-to-earth, outdoorsy type, at ease in natural settings. Yet others see her as sophisticated and glamorous. Of course, Jewel is all of these things (and more). Our challenge was to find a way to capture these many facets of her character and present them as a unified, true portrait of the artist.

After considering a number of possible formats, we settled on a book of interviews and photographs. The photos would speak for themselves, showing Jewel in a variety of settings, situations and moods. But what about the interviews? The obvious choice was to talk to key people in her life and then present their comments in sections organized by topic. This is essentially what we’ve done, but rather than limit a page or idea to one voice, we thought it would be cool to hear from a number of voices on any given topic.

What we ended up with is a format that looks more like a panel discussion or, to put it more plainly, a conversation. But these conversations didn’t start out as such—they were pieced together after we interviewed everyone individually. This might seem like a strange way to do things, but we had our reasons. For one thing, it gave us more control over the flow of the conversation and we could really explore things more deeply when dealing with people one-on-one. Another concern was a basic music biz reality: Getting all these people to sit around the table at the same time would have been a scheduling and logistical nightmare.

Cool things started happening immediately as we began putting the conversations together. There was a natural flow to each discussion, since people had some shared experiences to draw from. They validated and reinforced what others had said without even knowing it. There were also some intriguing contradictions that spoke volumes about Jewel’s multifaceted nature.

We let the conversations go where they wanted to, then dropped in some longer quotes by her more famous friends and collaborators. Then we rounded the whole thing out with some input from Jewel herself, getting her response to more than a few pointed questions. The final product, which you now hold in your hand, took two years to put together and is comprised of more than thirty voices and dozens of never-before-seen photos. In reading it, you’ll go beyond all the superficial media impressions and into Jewel’s true character in a way that most artists wouldn’t even allow.

Of course, no book can capture the entirety of a personality or a life—especially when we’re talking about someone as unique as Jewel. But if you really want to know what Jewel’s truly like, beyond what this book or any other book can tell you, beyond even knowing her personally, try this: Listen closely to her music. Ultimately, as with all great artists, it’s through her art that Jewel reveals her truest self.

The Editors




list of interviewees


Before his untimely death in May 2002, Kevyn was one of the most sought-after makeup artists in the world. His clients included Julia Roberts, Tori Amos, Gwyneth Paltrow, Winona Ryder and Britney Spears. He has written three books on the art of makeup, including Making Faces and the best-seller Face Forward. Kevyn and Jewel first met when he volunteered to do her makeup for a Late Show with David Letterman appearance.

Kevyn Aucoin makeup artist

A longtime member of the Jewel team, Alan has the formidable task of archiving all of Jewel’s recordings, which includes performances, raw demos and studio recordings. He also plays the role of chief liaison between the Jewel team and Jewel’s fan base.

Alan Bershaw archive manager

Bibi toured extensively with Jewel, often videotaping their travels. She coproduced Jewel: A Life Uncommon, a documentary video.

Bibi friend, videographer

Brady met Jewel when he was playing with Emmylou Harris (Lilith Fair Tour 1997). He has also played with Steve Earle.

Brady Blade Spirit Tour drummer

A longtime family friend, Brandon accompanied Jewel on the Spirit and This Way Tours.

Brandon friend

Lenedra is an artist, poet, entrepreneur, author, singer and philanthropist. In 2001, she published her first book, The Architecture of All Abundance.

Lenedra J. Carroll Jewel’s mother and manager

Darren videotaped Jewel throughout the Spirit Tour. He continues to work with Jewel, documenting live appearances and fan interactions.

Darren videographer

As Jewel’s acting agent from 1995 to 1996, Michael introduced Jewel to a variety of directors and others in the entertainment industry. As Jewel’s friend, he has accompanied her to numerous celebrity gatherings and high-profile events.

Michael Davis Jewel’s former acting agent

Steve George Spirit Tour & This Way Tour keyboardist

Besides being a key member of Mister Mister in the 1980s, Steve has toured with Kenny Loggins.

Trey Gray This Way Tour drummer

A Nashville session man, Trey has also played with Faith Hill.

T-Bone Hannon This Way Tour bassist

Prior to touring with Jewel, T-Bone played bass for gospel greats Bebe and Cece Winans, as well as Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith and SheDaisy.

Dann Huff Producer

Dann built a reputation as a session guitarist, playing on tracks for the likes of Barbra Streisand, Reba McEntire, Celine Dion and Rod Stewart. As a producer, he has worked with Megadeth and Faith Hill, among others. He was paired with Jewel to produce the song “Till We Run Out of Road” and was asked to coproduce all of This Way with Jewel.

Atz Kilcher Singer/songwriter, Jewel’s father

Atz has written and performed songs his entire life. His talent for engaging the audience and delivering moving concerts has greatly shaped Jewel’s performance style. His latest CD, Spirit-Filled Air, was released in 2000.

Atz Lee Kilcher Jewel’s younger brother

Atz Lee presently lives in Homer, Alaska, near the homestead where he, Jewel and Shane were raised.

Shane Kilcher Jewel’s older brother

Shane is the cultural specialist and assistant director for The ClearWater Project, which is the flagship endeavor of Jewel and Lenedra Carroll’s humanitarian foundation, Higher Ground for Humanity.

Daniel Lanois producer, friend

Daniel was called the “most important record producer to emerge in the Eighties” by Rolling Stone. He has produced acclaimed albums by U2, Bob Dylan, Peter Gabriel, Emmylou Harris and many others. A guitarist and songwriter, his solo projects are Acadie and For the Beauty of Wynona. Daniel first met Jewel in San Diego, when he decided to investigate industry buzz on “this great folksinger.”

Lee Friend

A resident of Homer, Alaska, Lee toured with Jewel as a companion and helped in all sorts of ways.

Patrick Leonard Producer

A songwriter, musician and producer, Patrick has worked with Madonna, Roger Waters and Elton John. In 2000, he released a CD of his own compositions called Rivers. He produced Spirit and cowrote “Hands” with Jewel.

The legendary Arif Mardin, producer of the Grammy-winning Norah Jones CD, Come Away with Me, is considered one of the most important producers of the 20th century. He is especially recognized for his work with the great female vocalists, such as Barbra Streisand, Bette Midler and Whitney Houston. He produced Joy for Jewel in 1999.

Arif Mardin producer

A songwriter and lead guitarist, Stuart has played for numerous acts, including Lifehouse. He recently released a CD of original material called Pathetic Love Songs and, as a solo artist, opened for Jewel’s 2002 New Wild West Tour.

Stuart Mathis This Way Tour guitarist

In 2002, Moby released 18, the follow-up CD to his critical and commercial breakthrough, Play (1999). An influential figure in today’s music scene, Moby is an innovator of electronic music and a devout Christian and vegan. His eclectic Area Music Festival has toured two consecutive summers to great acclaim. He met Jewel in England, when both were featured guests on Top of the Pops.

Moby musician, friend

Monty met Jewel on her first tour, when she served as the opening act for Peter Murphy. He has managed every Jewel tour since.

Monty tour manager

Often referred to as the “King of the Cowboys” or the “Michael Jordan of Rodeo,” Ty is the most accomplished athlete in the history of the sport, with nine world titles to his name. Ty and Jewel met at a rodeo in Denver, when Jewel was touring in the area.

Ty Murray champion bullrider, boyfriend

A veteran songwriter, Rick has cowritten songs with Madonna, k.d. lang, Celine Dion and others. He cowrote the music for “Standing Still,” “This Way” and “I Won’t Walk Away,” from the This Way album.

Rick Nowels songwriter/producer

Based in Nashville, Mark has played with Martina McBride, Amy Grant and Dann Huff.

Mark Oakley This Way Tour guitarist

Since the Spirit World Tour, Doug has toured with Tracy Chapman and Lucinda Williams.

Doug Pettibone Spirit Tour guitarist

Steve Poltz Spirit Tour rhythm guitarist, friend

A longtime friend, Steve is a fixture of the San Diego music scene as a member of the Rugburns and an accomplished solo artist. He and Jewel have cowritten numerous songs, including “You Were Meant for Me.” He has toured extensively with Jewel, often serving as both the opening act and Jewel’s rhythm guitarist.

Sharon friend

As Jewel’s “road mom” and close friend, Sharon acted as an assistant during the Spirit Tour.

Stephen assistant

Stephen functions as a liaison between Jewel and management, particularly when Jewel is traveling.

Billy Bob Thornton actor, director, musician, friend

Academy Award-winner Billy Bob wrote, starred in and directed Sling Blade and played lead roles in Pushing Tin, The Man Who Wasn’t There and Monster’s Ball. In the fall of 2001, he released a CD titled Private Radio. He met Jewel while directing All the Pretty Horses, when Jewel was visiting some cowboy friends on the set.

West Jewel’s official photographer

West took an interest in Jewel when she was a rising star of the San Diego coffeehouse scene. He is the only photographer Jewel will invite into casual, behind-the-scenes settings.



one
BACKSTORY

My sister loves Alaska; she feels a deep connection with the land that raised her and the people that had an impact on her early years. But I suppose that is what most people would feel towards a place where they were raised by a pack of wolves on an 8,000-acre arctic mountain range without food, running water or any contact with the outside world, other than the weekly yodeling report from the neighboring mountain peaks—or so the story goes.

Since Jewel’s rise to fame, her background has been at times as much of a source of entertainment as her music. And some of the stories that have been spun out of a few bits of truth are just as creative as her songs. People seem to be truly interested in where she came from and what she was like prior to being a rock star. But finding answers from a reliable source has proven to be as challenging as getting Jewel to stand still long enough to catch up with her. In this section, we explore what stands out foremost in the minds of those who knew Jewel before stardom. It’s as straight a scoop as could be found, and it has yet to be seen whether it cuts through the mythology or just adds to it.

Similar to our grandfather, who set out towards an unknown land in hopes of a better life, Jewel left Alaska and the familiarities of home. People that leave a place where all their roots are, and set out for a new sense of life and accomplishment, are the modern-day pioneers. Jewel fits the description. But her story doesn’t start with leaving home. As you’ll see, things had been building for quite some time, starting way back when, as kids, we performed as a family. If she hadn’t left, she’d probably still be singing, still creating, no matter what her setting. But it was leaving that gave the story a chance to grow into what it is.

When all’s said and done, Jewel is just another person raised in these strange times we live in. There is nothing different about her besides the fact that she focused extremely hard on her dreams and managed to manifest them into everyday life. Something anyone is capable of doing; it just takes faith and focus. Jewel knew this. Or if she didn’t when she started out, she knows it now. And maybe by reading this others will know it to be true in terms of their own lives.

Atz Lee Kilcher


a
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NEW way


Atz Lee   Homer has changed a lot, as all small towns do. It kind of took off as a place for people that didn’t want to be called hippies. People who wanted to go somewhere else, where they could live off the land and not worry about whether or not they looked like everyone else. They came up here to have a self-sufficient lifestyle.

Before that, like with our parents’ parents, the homesteaders in the ’40s, there were a lot of people who were out for a new way of life—kind of the same thing, only these were Europeans, and mixed ethnicities. People that wanted to start a new something—a new way of life, a new community, a new family. Break away from old traditions.
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This Way Tour, Orlando, FL, 6/16/02



Lee   It’s a small town, Homer, but you would be surprised at all the cool people that live there.

West   The people are really charming. I got a strong sense of community when I went up there. I saw how that could have affected Jewel. But having said that, I could also see where that environment could be very confining, and I could see how she would have thrived coming to San Diego from that kind of environment. She could blossom here because the possibilities are limitless, for a young person having grown up in such a remote area.

Where was Jewel born?

Utah

The whole bay area, Kachemak Bay, is physically stunning, just beautiful to look at. Jewel’s very much at home in that rugged environment. You can tell when you’re up there with her that it’s her church.

Sharon   In living the life she did, in nature, in solitude, there’s a pureness, a lack of pretense to her now. She draws a lot from that.


a FAMILY
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entertainment show


Shane   My mom and dad had two albums out, and they were really well known in the community—both very outgoing, affable people. They had a family entertainment show, and we were all part of it.

Alan   Her father, Atz, is a great storyteller. And he’s someone who takes being a professional musician very seriously, and I think he instilled that work ethic in Jewel.

Lee   I had just moved up to Homer from Los Angeles when they were performing a lot as a family. Someone told me, “There’s an event going on at Land’s End [a tourist resort]. The Kilchers are performing.” Jewel was really the highlight of the show, but it was, honestly, one of the best musical events that I had seen in a long time, and I was coming right out of the music scene in L.A.
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