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INTRODUCTION KENFESSIONS


If you enjoy trivia and puzzles—and if you don’t enjoy trivia and puzzles, boy, are you ever reading the wrong book—you know that it’s all about making connections.

All of human cognition is powered by connection, of course. There are billions of neurons in your brain, but the real marvel is that each neuron connects to thousands of others to form insanely complex networks—over 100 trillion synaptic connections in all. Consciousness and creativity emerge from these patterns of connections.

But the brain games we play are explicitly about making connections in macro. For trivia lovers, these are usually the connections in how we organize memory. When you hear some plump, juicy new factoid that interests you, how do you store it? When you need it later, how do you retrieve it? If I tell you that Alan Parsons wrote the 1982 instrumental “Sirius” on a brand-new invention that Peter Gabriel was nuts about, a digital synthesizer called the Fairlight CMI, you’d have to be a bit of a prog-rock nerd to care or remember. But if I told you that “Sirius” is better known as the ubiquitous sports walk-on music that was always heard when the Michael Jordan–era Bulls took the court in Chicago, suddenly you have a whole new way to file the information. You have a story. You might have autobiographical memory, sense memory. You have linkage. It will probably make the subject easier to access later. And the next time you learn something new about the Chicago Bulls or stadium music or Peter Gabriel, or possibly even Sirius the binary star, it might get filed away more neatly in the same mental drawer, or one nearby.

Puzzles, on the other hand, generally rely on a more open-ended kind of connection: the ability to make novel, unexpected leaps as you link. It’s lateral thinking—divergent where trivia is convergent. Why did the man say “Thank you” when the bartender pulled a gun on him? What happens once in a minute, twice in a moment, and never in a century? When a crossword clue says “Part of a foot,” is that INCH or HEEL? Factual recall might still matter, but probably not in a way you’ve ever linked those particular facts before.

Convergent versus divergent thinking. Recall versus deduction. Crystallized intelligence versus fluid intelligence. Fast-twitch versus slow-twitch mental muscles. But they’re not mutually exclusive. At a very young age, I imprinted like a duckling on Jeopardy!, which liked to mix trivia with puzzle solving. Two great tastes that taste great together. Another connection.



In 2012, I got an email from an editor at Parade magazine, then a very popular Sunday supplement. (I should probably explain that a Sunday supplement was a weekly newspaper insert. In a few years, I will probably also have to explain at this point in the story what a newspaper was.) They wanted me to write a weekly trivia quiz for their little glossy booklet. Since I’d grown up on Parade, this felt very exciting to me, like a call-up to the Avengers. I’d be right there in newsprint with the Parade galaxy of stars: the high-IQ problem solving of “world’s smartest woman” Marilyn vos Savant, the extremely gentle celebrity gossip of “Walter Scott’s Personality Parade,” the antics of an enormous comic strip dog called Howard Huge.

Parade had a concept for the column, but more importantly they had a name they were very proud of: “Kennections.” I immediately disliked the name, but I liked the format they described! A series of ten trivia questions would be linked by a series of relationships to form a little chain. One answer would be the opposite of the next, or have one letter different, or form an anagram, or something. In the end, the first and last answers would turn out to have some link in common. It was a trivia/pencil puzzle hybrid—two great tastes!—and seemed like an interesting challenge.

(This being 2012, the New York Times was still a decade away from rolling out its own daily “what do they have in common” puzzle, which it calls, and correctly spells, “Connections.” The similarly titled British lateral-thinking quiz show Only Connect, from which the Times basically lifted the format, was a few years old by 2012, but I wouldn’t run across it for another couple years. It’s now one of my favorite things, and highly recommended for Kennections fans.)

But the following month, the editors reported back with a problem: their idea just didn’t fit in the magazine’s layout. Space was at a premium in Parade, even after Howard Huge had been sent to a farm upstate. The “Kennections” (ugh) trivia quiz was planned for a single column of text, and it looked like that was a little too narrow a slot for their flowchart idea.

Off the top of my head, I proposed a simpler alternative. I remembered the puzzles of my childhood that often had an overarching metapuzzle to solve at the end of each round: the Jumble anagram game in the daily paper next to Ziggy, TV game shows like Password Plus and Face the Music. Why not a trivia version? Each quiz would be five trivia questions, and the five answers would share a secret theme. Answer the questions, and then puzzle out the Kennection. See, you could even keep the same name. (I still hated the name.)

I sent them a sample, which appears in this book as quiz 1 on page 2. (With one small change. The editors liked the new concept but felt that my mention of the Beastie Boys song “Sabotage” might be a little edgy for Parade readers, so we swapped in U2 for the fifth question instead.) I got the green light from editorial, and the Beasties-free sample ran as the very first Kennections in the August 12, 2012, issue of Parade. The word “Kennections” still made my teeth feel weird when I saw it in ink on newsprint, but on the plus side, I thought it would make me very hard to replace as their quizmaster! Ken Burns would have to hit a real career downturn.

(One more behind-the-scenes parenthetical: once the bells and whistles had been stripped away for space reasons, the new Kennections format was, I realized, pretty similar to an old Milton Bradley board game called Stage II, which I remembered from its odd 1985 ad campaign starring, of all people, Gene Shalit. Shout-out to Stage II! We had it in our family game closet when I was a kid, but the questions were way too hard for us, so we never played it. I knew that Stage II’s final guess-the-theme fillip was an obvious trivia twist with plenty of puzzle antecedents and that there were a few improvements I could make to the format to make it my own. Luckily Gene Shalit has yet to track me down and kick my ass.)

To my surprise, Kennections was a big hit with Parade’s 70-million-strong audience. Readers seemed to like exactly what I did about trivia/puzzle hybrids: the quick give-and-take of the quiz combined with the slow burn and outside-the-box thinking of the final payoff. A few years later, Parade was bought by a giant media conglomerate that laid off everyone in editorial, but the new owner was kind enough to transfer rights to the “Kennections” name back to me, and it’s run as an online quiz at Mental Floss ever since. Kennections is now over a decade old and has spawned thousands of questions, and I still get angry letters anytime the quiz posts late or someone wants to quibble over a fact. I still cringe a little over the weirdly spelled name, but I can’t think of any job I’ve had over the years that’s as much pure fun as writing Kennections.

Because of the Parade acquisition and various website redesigns over the years, the vast majority of the Kennections canon has been lost to time in the bowels of the internet, and for years I’ve wished those old puzzles were still available to new solvers. So I couldn’t be happier that Scribner was on board for this complete, unabridged compilation of every single puzzle in Kennections history, plus about a hundred new quizzes for completists and masochists of all kinds. The original columns were written as timely quiz-of-the-week material, so I’ve done a fair bit of editing to update all the facts and fix questions that now seem a little too “ripped from the headlines” to have aged well. But if you notice a faint mustiness about some of the earlier quizzes, keep in mind that they’re older than Zoom, TikTok, or Prince George at this point. The serialized nature of Kennections also explains why you might notice some overlapping trivia in this collection. Sure, those similar questions are just fifty pages away from each other for you, the 2020s reader, but they originally appeared years apart!



Being a trivia person breaks your brain. There’s no way around it. Any new information in the world, irrespective of the subject, glistens like gold dust in a mountain stream. Internet rabbit holes beckon seductively. The connections multiply and logarithmically explode. If you’re lucky enough to play with puzzles or trivia professionally (as I guess I do now, assuming “ex–game show contestant” counts as a profession), it’s even worse. You can’t stop thinking about how to make some new fact or link work as a question idea, as a theme or category, as a puzzle concept. They’re everywhere. You’re like Keanu at the end of The Matrix, seeing the secret behind the world, the endless cascade of connections that you never used to notice.

Kennections in particular has done that to me over the years: rewired my brain, tuned me to weird linkages. I can’t order a bagel without wondering if there are five bagel flavors that would work as Kennections answers. (How do you write a trivia question where the answer is “everything”?) Or working out at the gym: Superman is an exercise, but it’s also a comic book. Has the Man of Steel ever been a Kennections answer? (Answer: yes. Three times, apparently.) Crunch is both an exercise and a candy bar. “Bird dog”—isn’t that an exercise? Would anybody remember the old Everly Brothers song of that name? Could I get away with that? It’s always a low-grade hum in the back of my mind: a little obsessive, but I like it.

    Maybe the sheer volume of trivia in this book—five thousand questions, a thousand Kennections—will break your brain as well. It’s not as bad as it sounds! Just like in The Matrix, seeing all the hidden connections in the world leads to secret power. You won’t know kung fu, but you might be better informed, more curious, more creative, more mentally agile. And you can keep playing new Kennections puzzles every week at MentalFloss.com.

I hope you enjoy The Complete Kennections. For the record, I’m very sorry about the name.






HOW TO PLAY KENSTRUCTION


Kennections is a simple trivia puzzle. Answer five trivia questions, then try to figure out the Kennection, the theme that links the five answers. Did you come up with the answers CLUB, CUBAN, REUBEN, MONTE CRISTO, and DAGWOOD? Easy: those are all TYPES OF SANDWICH. What about PORK, JOKES, CIGARETTES, RIFLES, and MAGIC MIKE XXL? You might have to think outside the box. Those are all THINGS WITH BUTTS.

Anything goes, so be on your toes. Themes might range from the commonplace (ALL FOUND ON A FARM, FAMOUS PEOPLE NAMED RAY) to the fairly academic (MINIMALIST COMPOSERS) to far-flung corners of pop culture (G.I. JOE ACTION FIGURES).

    You’ll notice the helpful hangman-style blanks to the sides of the questions, for solvers who like an old-fashioned pencil experience. (The blanks indicate word length and word count; punctuation is disregarded.) This is how Kennections used to run on MentalFloss.com for a few years when the quiz wasn’t interactive online, for boring technical reasons. Those who don’t like to write in their books, or purists looking for a somewhat tougher solve, can choose to cover up the blanks with the handy “Kencealer” on the book’s cover flaps. Now it’s a straight trivia quiz, like trying to puzzle through a Jeopardy! category or Trivial Pursuit card. This is how the column ran in Parade and on Parade.com from 2012 to 2014.

You can keep score any way you like, or not at all. Generally, the five answers will point more and more obviously to the Kennection as you go, so you might want to test yourself by seeing how quickly you can guess the theme, instead of waiting until the end. But don’t worry if you figure out a Kennection without knowing all five of the trivia answers—in fact, you should take pride in solving the puzzle with fewer clues. Kengratulations! It can also be fun to go back and tackle the unsolved trivia questions once you know the theme. You might find them a little easier now.

Answers are at the back of the book, of course, and themes are given at the bottom of the page below the five trivia answers, so you’ll get a second shot at guessing the Kennection even if you needed help with some of the answers.

Enjoy!






QUIZZES 1 TO 1,000 KENNECTIONS








1


	1. Which is the oldest of the six weapons in the board game Clue, dating back to prehistoric times in essentially its current form? 
____



	2. What crystal is the November birthstone when it’s orange, and the state gem of Texas when it’s blue? 
_____



	3. What English first name did Pocahontas adopt in 1616, in honor of a mother of twins from the Bible? 
_______



	4. Which Aristophanes comedy is also a nickname for a Baltimore baseball team and a Philadelphia NFL team? 
___ _____



	5. U2 named its 2005 tour for what hit single, which begins with Bono counting off “Uno, dos, tres, catorce!” in confused Spanish? 
_______
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	1. What sports distinction was most recently won among baseball batters by Miguel Cabrera and among horses by Justify? 
______ _____



	2. What 2005 comedy, in which Will Smith plays a Manhattan “date doctor,” was originally called The Last First Kiss? 
_____



	3. Due to anti-German sentiment during World War I, the British royal family changed its name from “Saxe-Coburg and Gotha” to what? 
_______



	4. What did everyone call Daisy Moses, played by Irene Ryan, on TV’s The Beverly Hillbillies? 
______



	5. In geometry, if a rhombus has a right angle, what kind of shape must it be? 
______
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	1. What kind of possession was King Arthur’s Excalibur or Beowulf’s Hrunting? 
_____



	2. What precious element is the most ductile metal, since just one ounce of it can be drawn into a 50-mile-long wire? 
____



	3. In what 2007 film did Elliot Page play a spunky high school junior whom friends call “the cautionary whale”? 
____



	4. What’s the only US state whose capital has a three-word name? 
____



	5. Financier Warren Buffett is often called the “Oracle of” what Midwestern city? 
_____
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	1. What actor’s sitcom catchphrases included “Suit up!” and “Legen—wait for it—dary”? 
____ _______ ______



	2. What singer received 11 standing ovations during the final show of her first Caesars Palace residency, on December 15, 2007? 
______ ____



	3. What writer’s shortest play is The Comedy of Errors, clocking in at a mere 1,787 lines? 
_______ ___________



	4. Who is the only US president to have earned an MBA? 
______ _ ____



	5. What movie star tried out an uncertain Irish accent twice in 1996, when she starred in Michael Collins and Mary Reilly? 
_____ _______
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	1. What kind of business did Albert, August, Otto, Alfred, and Charles Ringling found in 1882? 
_ ______



	2. William Howard Taft, the largest US president, famously installed in the White House what custom-made item measuring seven by five feet? 
_ _______



	3. Citius, Altius, Fortius—meaning “Faster, higher, stronger”—is the motto of what sporting competition? 
___ _______ _____



	4. Titan, the second largest moon in our solar system, orbits what second largest planet in our solar system? 
______



	5. What literary hero outwits the dragon Smaug and later disappears from Bag End on his eleventy-first birthday? 
_____ _______
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	1. Roxy Music named a 1982 album for what mythical island, where King Arthur is said to have been buried? 
______



	2. What tree genus includes the massive coast redwoods of California and Oregon? 
_______



	3. In which of Earth’s biomes is the subsoil frozen as permafrost year-round? 
______



	4. Galloping Gertie was a famed suspension bridge that collapsed in 1940 in what second largest city on Washington’s Puget Sound? 
______



	5. There can be only one—or two, since Henry Cavill was cast to play Connor MacLeod in the remake of what movie? 
__________
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	1. What Los Angeles County medical examiner did Jack Klugman play for eight seasons on NBC? 
______



	2. According to divorce attorneys, more marriages break up in which month of the year than any other? 
_______



	3. Two-thirds of what US state’s 92 counties are drained by the Wabash River? 
_______



	4. Albino Luciani, one of the shortest-reigning popes in history, and Karol Wojtyla, one of the longest serving, shared what papal name? 
____ ____



	5. Which founding member of Mötley Crüe has been married to both Heather Locklear and Pamela Anderson? 
_____ ___
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	1. Which Lewis Carroll character is drawn wearing a label reading “In this Style 10/6”? 
___ ___ ______



	2. At the end of the 1939 film The Wizard of Oz, whom does Dorothy tell, “I think I’m going to miss you most of all”? 
_________



	3. “Leaves of three, let it be” is a reminder about what plant that produces a natural irritant called urushiol? 
______ ___



	4. What kind of bird is the mascot for the Linux computer operating system as well as for Sidney Crosby’s NHL team? 
_______



	5. What playing card was first introduced to decks in the 1860s as the top trump in the game of euchre? 
_____
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	1. In the Bible, what best friend of David is nearly speared to death by his own father, the unstable King Saul? 
________



	2. What word did Louis Armstrong reportedly define by saying, “If you gotta ask, you’ll never know”? 
____



	3. What’s the last name of the Hollywood family whose members have starred on TV’s 30 Rock, Dirty Sexy Money, Homicide, and The Young Riders? 
_______



	4. What gin-and-egg-white cocktail gets its distinctive color from a few dashes of grenadine? 
____ ____



	5. What active volcano is the highest point on the island of Honshu? 
____
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	1. Hikaru is the little-used first name of which Star Trek crew member? 
____



	2. The S in Captain Marvel’s magic word “Shazam” stands for the wisdom of what biblical figure? 
_______



	3. The overall leader in the Tour de France always wears a special jersey of what color? 
______



	4. Divers know that staghorn, pillar, lettuce, and brain are all types of what undersea organism? 
_____



	5. What two brown-colored avenues are the cheapest properties on a standard Monopoly board? 
______ ___ _____________





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?






11


	1. What rank of English nobility is higher than a viscount or baron, but lower than a duke or marquess? 
____



	2. What was both the first and last name of Tim Taylor’s next-door neighbor on Home Improvement? 
______



	3. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, more words begin with what letter of the alphabet than any other? 
_



	4. What longtime king of Jordan was succeeded when he died in February 1999 by his son Abdullah II? 
_______



	5. What did Zelda Sayre’s last name become when she married one of America’s most promising young novelists in April 1920? 
__________
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	1. The Cheech & Chong movie Still Smokin’ is set, appropriately enough, in what European capital? 
_________



	2. What was the first battle of the American Revolution, which began hours before the skirmish at Concord’s North Bridge? 
_________



	3. The University of Wisconsin’s Badgers play their home games in what city? 
_______



	4. What does the P stand for on the shifter in an automatic transmission car? 
____



	5. Wood is the traditional gift given on which wedding anniversary? 
_____
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	1. In 1976, eight years before her Private Dancer comeback, what singer fled her husband with only 36 cents and a Mobil credit card to her name? 
____ ______



	2. What English rock group sang 1997’s “Electric Barbarella,” a tribute to the movie whose villain inspired the band’s name? 
_____ _____



	3. What singer has said that the mysterious subject of her biggest hit is not Mick Jagger or her ex-husband James Taylor? 
_____ _____



	4. What band recorded its most successful album, Band on the Run, literally on the run—in Lagos, Nigeria, and without two of its members? 
____ _________ ___ _____



	5. Adkins is the last name of what London-born “Easy on Me” singer-songwriter? 
_____
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	1. In Roman myth, what god of desire fell in love with a mortal girl named Psyche? 
_____



	2. A male fox is called a dog, a tod, or a reynard. What’s a female fox called? 
_____



	3. What kind of astronomical object was Kohoutek, which made a disappointing appearance in the night skies of 1973? 
_____



	4. The Sierra Nevada pass near the town of Truckee, California, shares what name with a “Party” tragically trapped there in winter 1846? 
______



	5. In honor of his stepfather, what did the R stand for in Gerald R. Ford’s name? 
_______
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	1. In what musical’s title tune does a singer with “little-town blues” dream of being “king of the hill, head of the list, cream of the crop”? 
___ ____ ___ ____



	2. What classic novel begins when Jim Hawkins sees a mysterious blind man deliver the dreaded “black spot” to Billy Bones? 
________ ______



	3. What large bird gets its distinctive color from the carotenoid proteins in the plankton it eats? 
________



	4. What mythical object did Sir Bedivere return to the Lady of the Lake at the request of its dying owner? 
_________



	5. What orange juice brand owns the naming rights to the Tampa Bay Rays’ Florida ballpark? 
_________
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	1. White dwarfs, red giants, and blue stragglers are all types of what? 
_____



	2. What animals’ name is also used for the local smugglers who help immigrants across the US–Mexico border? 
_______



	3. Fulgurites are hollow glass tubes found in deserts and on beaches and formed by what phenomenon? 
_________



	4. Composer W. C. Handy, who studied the rural music of the Mississippi delta, has been called the “Father of” what musical genre? 
___ _____



	5. What are the names of the two warring street gangs in the musical West Side Story? 
___ ____ ___ ___ ______
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	1. What’s the current name of the island south of India that was once called Serendip, giving us the word “serendipity”? 
___ _____



	2. In 1962, a UN trust territory in East Africa was divided into two small independent nations: Rwanda and what neighbor to its south? 
_______



	3. To what South American nation do the title characters flee in the third act of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid? 
_______



	4. In what modern-day country were Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Van Gogh all born? 
___ ___________



	5. What country hosted the vuvuzela-infested 2010 soccer World Cup? 
_____ ______
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	1. Henry Günther Ademola Dashtu Samuel and Johan Riley Fyodor Taiwo Samuel are Heidi Klum’s two sons from her marriage to what singer? 
____



	2. For almost four thousand years, the world’s tallest structure was one of what kind of monument, built to Khufu at Giza? 
_ _______



	3. How many Canadian provinces border the Great Lakes? 
___



	4. What kind of animal is Sam, the self-appointed moral authority of TV’s The Muppet Show? 
__ _____



	5. Who was the only US president inaugurated in two different cities, neither of them Washington? 
______ __________
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	1. In 2010, the Christian Science Monitor eulogized what actor with the headline “Shirley, he will be missed”? 
______ _______



	2. Who bellowed, “Tonight we dine in hell!” when he played King Leonidas in the film 300? 
______ ______



	3. What actor, who died in 2015 at age 93, was the only cast member in the Lord of the Rings films who had actually met J. R. R. Tolkien? 
___________ ___



	4. What colorful British actor played Harry Potter’s godfather, Sirius Black, and directed a 2012 music video for musician Jack White? 
____ ______



	5. Martin Landau won an Oscar for playing what aging horror star in the 1994 film Ed Wood? 
____ ______





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





20


	1. In 1988, Curtis Strange became the first person to win $1 million in a single season playing what sport? 
____



	2. What month is celebrated every year with a mustache-growing movement for men’s health as well as National Novel Writing Month? 
________



	3. What new Argentine dance was condemned by the Vatican in 1913 as “offensive to the purity of every right-minded person”? 
_____



	4. Shaka was the first king of what African empire that clashed with the British in 1879? 
____



	5. What was the name of Alan Harper’s hard-living brother on TV’s Two and a Half Men? 
_______
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	1. According to the Troggs’ biggest hit, who makes their “heart sing” and “everything groovy”? 
____ _____



	2. On March 16, 1926, scientist Robert Goddard successfully tried out “Nell,” the world’s first liquid-fueled what? 
______



	3. The Economist magazine publishes an annual index comparing different currencies’ purchasing power in terms of what fast-food item? 
___ ___



	4. The world’s largest freshwater fish is the “Mekong giant” species of what fish named for its eight prominent barbels? 
_______



	5. In what 1995 film does James Cromwell say, “That’ll do, pig” to the sheep-herding title character? 
____
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	1. What name have the nations of Namibia, Taiwan, Jamaica, and Australia borrowed for each of their currencies? 
______



	2. What does the letter N stand for in NASA and NAACP? 
________



	3. The San Antonio de Valero mission, site of an 1836 battle, is better known by what Spanish word for the cottonwood trees nearby? 
_____



	4. What TV show’s 2001 debut, set exactly 150 years in the future, introduced starship captain Jonathan Archer, played by Scott Bakula? 
__________



	5. Radio frequencies are measured in what unit, the last name of the German scientist who discovered radio waves? 
_____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





23


	1. Which of the original Three Stooges was not one of the Howard brothers but performed using the surname Fine? 
_____



	2. What 12th-century king was the only English ruler from the House of Blois? 
_______



	3. What steel pellet measuring 7/40 inch in diameter was the ammunition in the famous Daisy Red Ryder air rifles? 
__



	4. What 1983 Michael Jackson hit single did producer Quincy Jones lobby to rename “Not My Lover”? 
______ ____



	5. In 1525, what German religious reformer married an ex-nun whom he’d smuggled out of a convent in a herring barrel? 
______ ______
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	1. What monuments tower above New York’s Washington Square, Paris’s Place Charles de Gaulle, and St. Louis’s Jefferson National Expansion Memorial? 
______



	2. What’s the tallest species of cactus, which can reach heights up to 78 feet? 
_______



	3. The most widely distributed anti-Semitic text in history is a fraudulent pamphlet called The Protocols of the Elders of what symbolic place? 
____



	4. What nickname for Yucca brevifolia inspired the U2 album that produced both the band’s #1 hit singles? 
______ ____



	5. What Kevin Kline–Danny Glover movie was advertised with the tagline “In the 1980s, director Lawrence Kasdan brought you The Big Chill. Welcome to the ’90s”? 
_____ ______
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	1. Who died on Saint Helena in 1821 after uttering the final words, “France, army, head of the army, Josephine”? 
________ _________



	2. What former postmaster general was brought to Hollywood in 1922 to “clean up the movie industry” via censorship? 
____ ____



	3. What Babylonian king is famous for inscribing his nation’s 282 laws on a seven-foot-tall block of stone? 
_________



	4. Who painted his famous Last Supper in the dining hall of a Milanese monastery in 1498? 
________ __ _____



	5. Who tapped out the message “What hath God wrought?” to demonstrate the first telegraph line in 1844? 
______ _____
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	1. What word famously appears on Mount Lee in the Santa Monica Mountains as a remnant of a 1923 advertisement? 
_________



	2. What legendary wizard met his doom because of his obsession with the lady Nimue? 
______



	3. What kind of bird is the nene, the state bird of Hawaii? 
_____



	4. What nickname was shared by cool-headed athletes like NBA All-Star George Gervin and tennis legend Björn Borg? 
______



	5. On what TV Western did Roger Moore succeed James Garner, playing one of the title card sharp brothers? 
________
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	1. New York City’s first ticker tape parade was a spontaneous party held in October 1886 to celebrate the dedication of what landmark? 
___ ______ __ _______



	2. By far, the hardest part of the human body is the outer layer of what? 
_____



	3. By what nickname do we know comic book character Forsythe P. Jones, the burger-loving clown of Riverdale High? 
_______



	4. In 1944, what company adopted its famous slogan, “When you care enough to send the very best”? 
________ _____



	5. What are the only two chess pieces that can move to any of all their eight adjacent squares in a single move? 
____ ___ _____
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	1. What’s the name of the bespectacled tuna on the StarKist label? 
_______



	2. Which face card is “one-eyed” in the suits of spades and hearts? 
____



	3. What 2007 adaptation of a children’s book was Martin Scorsese’s only movie of the era not to star Leonardo DiCaprio? 
____



	4. What’s the last name of the orphaned half brothers Tom and Sid, raised by their aunt Polly in a classic 1876 novel? 
______



	5. What philosopher, an influence on the American Founding Fathers, wrote that the human mind was a tabula rasa, or “blank slate,” at birth? 
____ _____
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	1. What color are both the letter g’s in the Google logo? 
____



	2. Author Lewis Carroll was born in what English county, whose cats he later made famous? 
________



	3. What was the married name of both Alexis and Fallon Carrington on the TV soap Dynasty? 
_____



	4. What supergroup formed in 1966 when Eric Clapton met Jack Bruce and Ginger Baker, two members of a British jazz quintet? 
_____



	5. What nationality is retired tennis legend Roger Federer? 
_____
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	1. Elizabeth Taylor’s 2010 perfume was named for her famous eyes of what color? 
______



	2. Until 1788, eastern Tennessee was part of what proposed state, named for a famous diplomat and scientist? 
________



	3. A Beatles song inspired the name of what famous female fossil skeleton, discovered in Ethiopia in 1974? 
____



	4. Despite its name, what “Music and Art Fair” was actually held in Bethel, New York, on Max Yasgur’s dairy farm? 
_________



	5. What kind of candy did Peter Paul sell under the brand name York beginning in 1972? 
__________ _____
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	1. What did Grover Cleveland name his oldest daughter, later immortalized by a candy bar manufacturer? 
____



	2. Who traditionally wear black robes in the US except in Maryland, where the highest of their rank wear fancy red ones with white collars? 
______



	3. According to Three Dog Night, what bullfrog “was a good friend of mine”? 
________



	4. The fictitious California Institute of Science was often a setting for what CBS math-meets-crime procedural? 
_______



	5. Sonic the Hedgehog was originally released for what 1989 Sega video game console, called Mega Drive overseas? 
_______
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	1. According to Maria von Trapp in the famous musical, what “are alive with the sound of music”? 
___ _____



	2. In what 1999 romantic comedy does Chris O’Donnell learn he’ll inherit $100 million if he marries Renée Zellweger within 27 hours? 
___ ________



	3. In honor of their remarkable pipes, what nickname was given to both Frank Sinatra and Whitney Houston? 
___ _____



	4. In the famous last line of George Orwell’s 1984, the protagonist comes to love what nameless dictator? 
___ _______



	5. What band had its only #1 hit when Sylvester Stallone asked them to write the anthem “Eye of the Tiger” for Rocky III? 
________
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	1. After the 1796 Battle of Lodi, Napoleon’s troops nicknamed him “the Little” officer of what rank? 
________



	2. As of 2024, the average American household owed $7,951 on what forms of payment? 
______ _____



	3. What employees did the National Football League lock out after contract negotiations broke down in 2012? 
________



	4. By federal law, what should never be displayed upside down “except as a signal of dire distress”? 
___ ________ ____



	5. What kind of animal is Marty, voiced by Chris Rock in the Madagascar movies? 
_____
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	1. Despite its deadly reputation, what spider with a red hourglass-shaped mark on its belly hasn’t been the confirmed cause of a US fatality in decades? 
_____ _____



	2. What term for an Iowa native originated with the 1839 renaming of a Burlington newspaper? 
_______



	3. What nickname for an athlete of remarkable resilience and career longevity was first used for pitcher Joe McGinnity, who worked in a foundry? 
____ ___



	4. In mythology, what god is destined to kill the Midgard Serpent during Ragnarok? 
____



	5. Because of the stars and stripes on his chopper, helmet, and jacket, what’s Peter Fonda’s biker name in the movie Easy Rider? 
_______ _______
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	1. Which of the five senses is impaired by macular degeneration? 
_____



	2. Which John Grisham novel is named for the place in a Mississippi prison where Sam Cayhall has been sentenced to die? 
___ _______



	3. What tool represented industrial labor on the flag of the old Soviet Union? 
______



	4. The NFL record for what type of score is two in one game, set by the Rams’ Fred Dryer on October 21, 1973? 
______



	5. Upon his 1965 death, what palomino horse was stuffed and put on display at the Roy Rogers and Dale Evans Museum? 
_______
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	1. Eddie Murphy was attached to play the long-lost brother of Arnold Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito in a never-made sequel to what 1988 hit? 
_____



	2. What seafood is imitated by Japanese kanikama, artificially colored sticks of a whitefish paste called surimi? 
____



	3. What’s the three-letter acronym for the kind of volatile storage that makes up your computer’s main memory? 
___



	4. What animated spy spoof on the FX Network concerns a secret agent code-named Duchess? 
______



	5. The blindfolded figure of Justice on the US Supreme Court Plaza is cradling what object in her arms? 
______
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	1. How many syllables are there in a Japanese haiku? 
_________



	2. What French phrase was popularized in this country by TV chef Julia Child, who made it her trademark sign-off? 
___ _______



	3. Which blood type, especially when Rh-negative, is considered the universal donor? 
_



	4. An atmospheric phenomenon called the green flash can sometimes be seen immediately after what time of day? 
______



	5. In what 1990 song did Madonna describe the title dance style as letting “your body move to the music”? 
_____
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	1. Beethoven’s Eroica was his third and Haydn’s Surprise was his 94th (!) of what type of composition? 
________



	2. What county is home to Las Vegas, Nevada—but, unlike the ones in Missouri and Washington, is not named for the famous Western explorer of the same name? 
_____



	3. On August 6, 2012, the Curiosity rover touched down where, at a spot NASA called Bradbury Landing? 
____



	4. What’s the feline name of the “Klub” where Liza Minnelli performs in the movie Cabaret? 
___ ___



	5. The fourth chapter of what classic novel is titled “The Shoulder of Athos, the Baldric of Porthos and the Handkerchief of Aramis”? 
___ _____ __________
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	1. The French Open is the only Grand Slam tennis event played on what court surface? 
____



	2. My book Maphead is filed under 912 (“atlases, maps, charts & plans”) according to what library “Decimal Classification” system? 
_____



	3. What name did the media give to the humpback whale that became famous for getting trapped in San Francisco Bay twice, in 1985 and 1990? 
________



	4. What company’s Oahu pineapple plantation is home to the three-acre maze that Guinness named the world’s largest in 2008? 
____



	5. The dog breed called a blue terrier is named for which county of Ireland? 
_____
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	1. In the title of a 1981 album, AC/DC salutes all those who are about to do what? 
____



	2. According to the FBI, more bank robberies occur on what day of the week than any other? 
______



	3. What 16-inch curved tube used by divers takes its name from a breathing apparatus on old German submarines? 
_______



	4. Prince Andrew holds the dukedom named for what northern English city? 
____



	5. What is the world’s most traded spice, accounting for about 20 percent of the entire world spice market? 
______





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?







41


	1. What word was added to the name of the mechanical firm Royce Ltd. when a London car dealer joined as a partner in 1906? 
_____



	2. In Close Encounters of the Third Kind, what edible item does Richard Dreyfuss use to make his second model of Wyoming’s Devils Tower? 
______ ________



	3. What was the nickname of longtime Pittsburgh Pirates third baseman Harold Traynor? 
___



	4. What “Zombie” band released their final album, In the End, the year after lead singer Dolores O’Riordan died? 
___ ___________



	5. What’s the only Asian nation that’s a member of NATO, having joined in 1952? 
______
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	1. What’s the top-listed ingredient in a jar of Ovaltine? 
_____



	2. What Missouri city with a name recalling 1776 was the official starting point of the Oregon Trail? 
____________



	3. What plant are fabrics like denim and muslin made from? 
______



	4. What color are New York Avenue, St. James Place, and Tennessee Avenue, the most profitable spaces to own on a Monopoly board? 
______



	5. What kooky stalker next door did Melanie Lynskey play on the sitcom Two and a Half Men? 
____
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	1. The Kentucky Derby and the Preakness Stakes, two-thirds of horse racing’s Triple Crown, are held in what month? 
___



	2. What part of an animal—usually a sheep—was used to make a biblical shofar? 
____



	3. What former MTV alt-rock VJ was born Lisa Montgomery, but is better known by her presidential middle name? 
_______



	4. What is someone with phobophobia afraid of? 
____



	5. Until overfishing became an issue in the 1980s, the McDonald’s Filet-O-Fish was always made from what Atlantic fish? 
___
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	1. What TV show’s theme song was a hit single in Europe in 1992, backed with “Parents Just Don’t Understand” as its B-side? 
___ _____ ______ __ ___ ___



	2. What sitcom ended in 2006, with its cast counting down the seconds to 1980 at a New Year’s party? 
____ ___ ____



	3. Comedian Tom Arnold was a writer and performer on what TV series in 1990 when he married the show’s star? 
________



	4. Agnes Moorehead was nominated for six Emmys for playing Darrin’s mother-in-law, Endora, on what TV show? 
_________



	5. On what BBC hit does the protagonist face enemies like the Daleks, the Cybermen, and the Weeping Angels? 
______ ___
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	1. What ski resort on Mount Werner, Colorado, is named for an invention pioneered by John Fitch and Robert Fulton? 
_________



	2. A string quartet typically includes two of what instrument? 
_______



	3. What body part does a doctor use a rhinoscope to look inside? 
___ ____



	4. In what movie did Michelle Pfeiffer perform her famous draped-over-a-piano version of “Makin’ Whoopee”? 
___ ________ _____ ____



	5. What is the “city” in Armistead Maupin’s Tales of the City? 
___ _________





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?






46


	1. What vegetable is fermented to make sauerkraut? 
_______



	2. In what 2007 movie did Jake Gyllenhaal play a San Francisco cartoonist who breaks a serial killer’s code? 
______



	3. What did Churchill call “the worst form of government—except for all those other forms that have been tried”? 
_________



	4. What do Spanish speakers traditionally ring in by eating 12 grapes, while English speakers sing “Auld Lang Syne”? 
___ ____



	5. What was the name of the cocker spaniel that Richard Nixon announced, in a 1952 speech, that his daughters were going to keep? 
________
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	1. “Touch me once and you’ll know it’s true,” sings Madonna on what song from Vision Quest, her second American #1 hit? 
_____ ___ ___



	2. What year is inscribed in Roman numerals at the bottom of the Statue of Liberty’s tablet? 
____



	3. Rogaine and Propecia are the only two medications approved by the FDA for the growth of what? 
____



	4. What state would you enter by traveling due north from almost anywhere in Texas? 
________



	5. What religious text was first published in Palmyra, New York, in 1830 with the subtitle Taken from the Plates of Nephi? 
___ ____ __ ______
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	1. A standard game of eight-ball pool uses one cue ball and how many numbered balls? 
_______



	2. What dark reddish color named from the French for “chestnut” is the field on the flag of Qatar? 
______



	3. In what novel did author Erich Segal introduce Oliver Barrett IV, a character based on his old Harvard friends Al Gore and Tommy Lee Jones? 
____ _____



	4. What country star has the word “Faith” tattooed on his right bicep as a tribute to his wife of almost 30 years? 
___ ______



	5. In 1714, the great essayist Richard Steele coined what literary term for an unconventional protagonist, like TV’s Tony Soprano or Walter White? 
____ ____
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	1. What was the apropos married name of Margaret Smith, who won a record 24 Grand Slam tennis titles? 
_____



	2. What is “bad” if you have the medical condition halitosis? 
____ ______



	3. The text of the 18th Amendment calls each drink being banned an “intoxicating” what? 
______



	4. Horses are traditionally measured in what units, originally defined as the width of a part of the body? 
_____



	5. What Sarah Michelle Gellar movie series was based on the hit Japanese horror movie Ju-On? 
___ ______
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	1. Lincoln Logs were invented by what famous architect’s son John? 
_____ _____ ______



	2. What writer told the misinformed New York Journal in 1897, “The report of my death was an exaggeration”? 
____ _____



	3. In 1959, Ella Fitzgerald and Count Basie won the first two Grammys awarded for what musical genre? 
____



	4. In 2023, rule changes in what US sport saw average game lengths drop 24 minutes? 
________



	5. Which historical conflict killed more US soldiers than all other American wars combined? 
___ _____ ___
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	1. What smallest mainland state of Australia is named for the same woman for whom the Australian state of Queensland is named? 
________



	2. Which member of the Obama family was a Portuguese water dog received as a gift from Ted Kennedy in 2009? 
__



	3. In the biblical Book of Revelation, what archangel casts “the great dragon” Satan out of heaven? 
_______



	4. The modern gay-rights movement began in June 1969 with the riots at what Greenwich Village “Inn”? 
_________



	5. What W. P. Kinsella novel became a bestseller in 1989 when it was adapted into the movie Field of Dreams? 
________ ___
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	1. What does the letter E stand for in Albert Einstein’s equation E = mc²? 
______



	2. According to the famous first line of Pink Floyd’s “Another Brick in the Wall (Part II),” “We don’t need no” what? 
_________



	3. Braxton Hicks contractions are a symptom of the “false” kind of what physiological process? 
_____



	4. In his speeches, Martin Luther King often said that “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward” what? 
_______



	5. Hockey’s Norris Trophy and college football’s Nagurski Trophy both go to the athlete judged to play the best what? 
_______
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	1. What was the name of Tony Soprano’s scheming older sister on HBO’s The Sopranos? 
______



	2. What kind of rights do organizations like PETA and the HSUS campaign for? 
______



	3. By what nickname is Scott Braun, the talent manager who discovered Justin Bieber and Carly Rae Jepsen, better known? 
_______



	4. What vessel in a science lab has a small spout and straight sides, unlike an Erlenmeyer flask? 
______



	5. What style of gritty, free-form journalism was practiced by writer Hunter S. Thompson? 
_____
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	1. A cryptanalyst’s job is to try to break what? 
_____



	2. The Danish-born comedian Victor Borge performed his most famous routines sitting behind what? 
_ _____



	3. What US state has the longest coastline in the lower 48 states, at over 1,350 miles? 
_______



	4. What honor society became the first Greek-letter college fraternity when it was founded at William & Mary in 1776? 
___ ____ _____



	5. Underwood, Olivetti, and Smith Corona were originally companies founded to make what bygone devices? 
___________
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	1. The most common form of anemia is a deficiency of what metal in your blood? 
____



	2. What object did Nikita Khrushchev bang on a UN desk in 1960 to protest a speech by Philippine delegate Lorenzo Sumulong? 
____



	3. What kind of vehicle appeared on Indiana’s state quarter? 
____ ___



	4. What 1935 musical is named for the accessory that Fred Astaire wears, along with “white tie and tails,” in his character’s London debut? 
___ ___



	5. What breed of dog was FDR’s constant companion Fala, and is also the mascot of Carnegie Mellon University? 
________ _______
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	1. What slang term for “dubious” or “questionable” did the game Among Us popularize in 2020? 
___



	2. What type of “cuff” is the set of four muscles, often injured by athletes, that stabilize the shoulder? 
_______



	3. According to the 20th Amendment to the Constitution, what time of day on January 20 does a president’s term in office end? 
____



	4. What was company clerk Walter O’Reilly’s nickname in the movie and TV series M*A*S*H? 
_____



	5. What pop quartet returned after a 40-year absence with their 2021 studio album Voyage and a “virtual residency” in London? 
____
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	1. Franklin Roosevelt’s “date which will live in infamy” was December 7 of what year? 
____



	2. In what 1994 power ballad does Bon Jovi promise to be there for you “forever and a day,” “till the stars don’t shine”? 
______



	3. In what Arthur Conan Doyle novel does Professor Challenger discover a prehistoric plateau in the Amazon jungle? 
___ ____ _____



	4. What city’s highest point is the 19-foot Sower statue atop the dome of the Nebraska state capitol? 
_______



	5. What seven-foot henchman with steel teeth bedevils James Bond in The Spy Who Loved Me and Moonraker? 
____
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	1. According to the last line of the movie King Kong, it wasn’t the airplanes but what that “killed the beast”? 
______



	2. What third major Jewish religious movement is less traditional than either the Orthodox or Conservative branches? 
______



	3. During which season of the year are more babies born than in any other? 
______



	4. What is the lowest enlisted rank in the US Army and Marines? 
_______



	5. On what CBS drama did Lucy Liu play a Brooklyn sobriety coach named Dr. Joan Watson? 
__________
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	1. In what movie does Woody Allen play a cryogenically frozen clarinetist who wakes up in the year 2173? 
_______



	2. The 900-pound Swarovski Star is placed on top of what every year at New York’s Rockefeller Center? 
_________ ____



	3. The ancient city of Troy is located in Anatolia, the Asian half of what modern country? 
______



	4. What kind of event at the Gdansk Shipyard in August 1980 helped end Communist rule in Poland? 
______



	5. According to poet Samuel Butler in a 1663 verse, what would you do to the rod to “spoil a child”? 
_____
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	1. In what 1936 tearjerker does Greta Garbo star as the title Paris courtesan, doomed to die of tuberculosis? 
_______



	2. What award does the World Science Fiction Society give to the best sci-fi and fantasy works every year? 
____



	3. The two US presidents to have served as senators from Tennessee both had what first name? 
______



	4. What stray dog did Little Orphan Annie rescue from a gang of street boys in one of her first adventures? 
_____



	5. What American singer “and the Waves” staged a surprise comeback by winning Eurovision in 1997? 
_______
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	1. What Arnold Schwarzenegger catchphrase first got used on a bored police station desk sergeant in The Terminator? 
___ __ ____



	2. In what Stephen King novel is writer Paul Sheldon imprisoned by his “number one fan,” Annie Wilkes? 
______



	3. What nickname was French king Louis XIV given because of his splendid court and his interest in the Greek god Apollo? 
___ ____



	4. The third Mondays in January and February are the two US federal holidays that have what word in their name? 
________



	5. According to the Boyz II Men hit, “It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye to” what? 
_________
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	1. What was the name of “Barbie’s Little Sister,” a doll first released by Mattel in 1964? 
_______



	2. On what 1950s TV anthology did the never-seen John Beresford Tipton write a huge check to a new beneficiary every week? 
___ ___________



	3. A man who is “uxorious” is, by definition, extremely devoted to whom? 
___ ____



	4. According to the 1964 hit “My Guy,” Mary Wells and her guy are fine “when it comes to being happy” even though he may not be what? 
_ _____ ____



	5. What nickname was used for both Woodrow Wilson and J. R. R. Tolkien, for the job each had held before they turned to politics or novels? 
___ _________
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	1. In 1991, Oakland A’s star Rickey Henderson broke Lou Brock’s lifetime record of 938 what? 
______ _____



	2. The Dutch biologist Antonie van Leeuwenhoek is best known for building over 200 of what devices during his lifetime? 
___________



	3. In Broadway’s The Music Man, 76 of what instruments led the big parade? 
_________



	4. What Microsoft competitor of Keynote and Canva was first developed in 1984 under the name Presenter? 
__________



	5. According to The Fresh Prince of Bel Air, where did our hero, “West Philadelphia, born and raised,” spend most of his days? 
___ __________
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	1. In Genesis 6:13, whom does God tell, “The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence”? 
____



	2. On what sitcom did Ted Danson play the title character, a grumpy Bronx doctor, for six seasons? 
______



	3. What Texas city is the largest American metropolitan area without a team in one of the four major professional sports? 
______



	4. If you garnish a martini with an onion instead of an olive, what cocktail have you mixed? 
______



	5. “Resistance is futile,” according to what Star Trek collective from the Delta Quadrant? 
____
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	1. Toni Morrison and Marilynne Robinson both wrote 21st-century novels named for what cherished spot? 
____



	2. The Kármán line, named for a Hungarian-American engineer, is the 100-kilometer boundary that scientists also call “the edge of” what? 
_____



	3. What’s the real name of the Rupert Holmes hit—the last #1 song of the 1970s—often better known by its subtitle, “The Piña Colada Song”? 
______



	4. On Get Smart, Agents 86 and 99 work for what government agency, the sworn enemy of KAOS? 
_______



	5. What pink-canned cola did the Coca-Cola Company debut in 1963 as its first sugar-free soda? 
___
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	1. What artist’s Blue Period began in 1901 with the death of his friend Carlos Casagemas? 
_____ _______



	2. What author’s seven-book children’s series is often published with the sixth book, The Magician’s Nephew, in the first slot? 
_ _ _____



	3. In 1808, what British naval officer was targeted by a second famous mutiny, the Australian “Rum Rebellion”? 
_______ _____



	4. What movie director’s famous cameo appearances include a neon sign in Rope and a weight-loss newspaper ad in Lifeboat? 
______ _________



	5. The most requested item in the US National Archives is the photo of a 1970 handshake between Elvis Presley and whom? 
_______ _____
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	1. What type of beard—a pointy goatee—was named for the Flemish court painter to Charles I? 
___ ____



	2. For 70 years, the Los Angeles Dodgers’ uniform logo has been sewn in a namesake shade of what color? 
____



	3. Twenty British prime ministers, including Boris Johnson, attended what famed Berkshire boarding school? 
____



	4. “The Second Star to the Right,” “You Can Fly,” and “A Pirate’s Life” are songs from which Disney animated movie? 
_____ ___



	5. By what stage name is Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist Michael Balzary better known? 
____
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	1. What creatures are the symbol for the zodiac sign Pisces? 
____



	2. According to the Copenhagen interpretation of quantum mechanics, light can be considered both a particle and what? 
_ ____



	3. In Paradise Lost, Pandemonium is the capital city of what? 
____



	4. Quadrivalent vaccines are recommended every fall to protect against four strains of what disease? 
___ ___



	5. The middle hour of the 1994 movie Speed takes place aboard what? 
_ ___
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	1. What was the nickname of Freddie Washington, the hip Sweathog on Welcome Back, Kotter? 
____ ____



	2. A verruca is another term for the plantar type of what skin problem? 
____



	3. The controversial “Peace, Little Girl” campaign ad from the 1964 election is better known by the name of what flower? 
_____



	4. What kind of animal is the motorcar-loving country squire in The Wind in the Willows? 
____



	5. In 1962, Crayola gave what new, less Caucasian-centric name to the crayon formerly known as “flesh”? 
_____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





70


	1. In 1813, who told his generals, “The word ‘impossible’ is not French!” despite his recent defeat in Russia? 
________



	2. Harry Potter’s mean Muggle aunt is named for what popular pink or purple perennial? 
_______



	3. What Nickelodeon cartoon character was constantly bullied by Helga G. Pataki, a classmate with a crush on him? 
______



	4. What 1979 ballad about a guy who’s “leavin’ ” and “must be on [his] way” was Styx’s only #1 hit? 
____



	5. Which of the Wright brothers was the older of the two and the first president of their aviation company? 
______
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	1. On a Mac, Command-C is a shortcut for what text-editing function? 
____



	2. What’s the highest number printed on a standard dartboard? 
--



	3. Alkaid, Mizar, and Alioth—three of the constellation’s four brightest stars—make up what part of the Big Dipper? 
______



	4. What was the nickname of the court-martialed Australian folk hero Harry Morant? 
_______



	5. What bear first appeared on a poster for the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention Campaign in 1944? 
______
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	1. In the Northern Hemisphere, the autumnal equinox falls in what month? 
_________



	2. Flo “Kiss my grits!” Castleberry was a supporting character on what diner-set sitcom? 
_____



	3. What 1976 Steve Miller Band hit describes the El Paso getaway of bank robbers Billy Joe and Bobbie Sue? 
____ ___ _____ ___ ___



	4. What fruits are the yellow candies in a box of Runts shaped like? 
_______



	5. What island constitutes the most densely populated county in the United States? 
_________
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	1. The warring English royal houses of York and Lancaster both used what flower as their emblem? 
____



	2. Over two billion online viewers have now watched a series of talks on technology, entertainment, and design, better known by what acronym? 
___



	3. What princess served as the de facto first lady of Monaco for almost three decades after the death of her mother, Grace Kelly? 
________



	4. What’s the name of Hank and Peggy Hill’s only child on King of the Hill? 
_____



	5. Who is Diane’s chili dog–eating small-town boyfriend in a 1982 John Mellencamp hit? 
____
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	1. What video game franchise was compiled for 2014 holiday sales as the Master Chief Collection? 
____



	2. What Philadelphia Flyers mascot did ESPN call “an orange mess of googly eyes”? 
______



	3. The two most common chronotypes are the late-night person, or owl, and the early riser, usually symbolized by what other bird? 
____



	4. What did the Romans call Jupiter’s wife, the queen of the gods, whom the Greeks called Hera? 
____



	5. What world city can be enjoyed in the panoramic views from the Sugarloaf Mountain cable car? 
___ __ _______
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	1. How many pints are there in a gallon? 
_____



	2. What kind of insect covers Jodie Foster’s mouth on the movie poster for The Silence of the Lambs? 
____



	3. What plant makes up the diet of the tiny beetle called the boll weevil? 
______



	4. The LA Galaxy and the Columbus Crew are among the most successful US clubs ever in what professional sport? 
______



	5. In a 1977 Kenny Rogers hit, a heartbroken farmer tells what woman, “You picked a fine time to leave me”? 
_______





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?






76


	1. What nickname for New Orleans was popularized by socialite Betty Guillaud, for the city’s laid-back pace? 
___ ___ ____



	2. What’s the more common name for Carcharadon carcharias, the largest predatory fish on earth? 
_____ _____ _____



	3. What club-footed poet became the “first modern celebrity” when his Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage was published in 1812? 
____ _____



	4. In honor of the city’s official animal, what prize is given to the best movie every year at the Berlin Film Festival? 
______ ____



	5. What was the name of the Brady Bunch’s pet mutt? 
_____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





77


	1. What New York Times feature has been edited by Margaret Farrar, Will Weng, Eugene T. Maleska, and Will Shortz? 
_________ ______



	2. What kind of vehicle was the Bluesmobile, the Dodge Monaco driven by the Blues Brothers? 
______ ___



	3. “To Serve Man,” “Nightmare at 20,000 Feet,” and “It’s a Good Life” are famous episodes of what TV series? 
___ ________ ____



	4. The Double Stuf Racing League contest between Peyton and Eli Manning was an ad campaign for what product? 
____



	5. What endangered member of genus Ailuropoda is the logo of the World Wildlife Fund? 
_____ _____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





78


	1. “Aa” and “pahoehoe” are Hawaiian words for the two most common flow patterns of what? 
____



	2. According to the movie Airplane!, what language could Barbara “June Cleaver” Billingsley speak fluently? 
____



	3. What metal with a low melting point is named for the Roman messenger god? 
_______



	4. In what 2013 animated fantasy does teenaged Mary Katherine shrink into the world of the Leafmen? 
____



	5. The first Confederate state secession of the Civil War took place in what capital of South Carolina? 
________
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	1. What’s the name of the dog on Married… with Children as well as the one in Jack London’s The Call of the Wild? 
____



	2. In what largest city of northern Mississippi could you tour the Elvis Presley Birthplace, Museum, Chapel, and Park? 
______



	3. In what 1970 Albert Finney musical does Alec Guinness play the ghost of Jacob Marley? 
_______



	4. What’s the name of the cartoon toucan who can always smell his way to delicious Froot Loops? 
___



	5. What mythical cofounder of Rome was murdered by his twin brother, Romulus? 
_____
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	1. What goat-legged Greek god played a reed flute made of his old flame, the nymph Syrinx? 
___



	2. According to Japanese legend, your wish will be granted if you fold a thousand origami versions of what type of bird? 
_____



	3. What word does a traditional pinball machine display when it locks out a player who has nudged the game too hard? 
____



	4. What top-rated PBS educational show of the 1970s could kids write to at “Box three five oh, Boston, Mass., oh two one three four”? 
____



	5. What was the name of the Scottish sheep that became the world’s first cloned mammal in 1996? 
_____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?







81


	1. What was Norma Jeane Baker’s mother’s maiden name, which Norma Jeane chose as her own stage name? 
______



	2. What capital of Wisconsin is centered on the narrow isthmus between Lake Mendota and Lake Monona? 
_______



	3. What last name did Daisy Fay take when she married her cruel millionaire husband in The Great Gatsby? 
________



	4. What’s the last name of Jay-Z and Beyoncé’s daughter Blue Ivy? 
______



	5. What comic strip character often schemes to mail his adorable nemesis Nermal to Abu Dhabi? 
________
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	1. What flightless bird of Mauritius was hunted to extinction by sailors during the 1660s? 
____



	2. According to the second verse of “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad,” someone’s in the kitchen with what woman? 
_____



	3. Which playing card is usually drawn with a sword that he appears to be sticking through his own head? 
___ ____ __ ______



	4. What Peoria-based construction equipment company is known for its iconic yellow earthmovers? 
___________



	5. What Jefferson Airplane classic ends with the admonition “Feed your head, feed your head”? 
_____ ______
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	1. What is both the official color and the nickname of the sports teams at Stanford University? 
________



	2. What’s the last name of TV beauty queen Honey Boo Boo? 
________



	3. What walled Arabian city has been the capital of Oman since 1786? 
______



	4. What is James Bond’s favorite drink, often from Bollinger or Veuve Clicquot and sampled even more often than his famous martinis? 
_________



	5. After the shots fired at Lexington, what nearby Massachusetts town saw the second battle of the American Revolution? 
_______
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	1. The second film role for a teenaged Gwyneth Paltrow was as J. M. Barrie’s character Wendy Darling in what 1991 Spielberg movie? 
____



	2. In 2112, the year their first hit album takes place, any surviving members of what Canadian prog band will be about 160 years old? 
____



	3. What title condition describes George Orwell’s poverty “in Paris and London” in 1933? 
____ ___ ___



	4. The heads side of a coin is called the obverse. What is the tails side called? 
_______



	5. What New York landmark was actually administered by the US Lighthouse Board until 1902? 
______ __ _______
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	1. What actor used the word “pilgrim” 23 times in his movie The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance? 
____ _____



	2. What world leader from 1966 to 1984 (off and on) was the only daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru? 
______ ______



	3. What Renaissance artist was obsessed with human flight and wrote the Codex on the Flight of Birds in 1505? 
________ __ _____



	4. Who survived 31 assassination attempts during his leadership of the French Resistance and his political career? 
_______ __ ______



	5. Tom Bosley won a Tony for the 1959 musical in which he played what “Little Flower” mayor? 
________ __ _______
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	1. As a fire safety measure, kids are taught to “Stop, drop,” and then do what? 
____



	2. What HBO series costarred the daughters of Brian Williams, David Mamet, and Bad Company drummer Simon Kirke? 
_____



	3. Tony Kushner won back-to-back Tony Awards in 1993 and 1994 for his two-part play about what “in America”? 
______



	4. What Discovery reality show began by following the prospectors at Alaska’s Big Nugget and Quartz Creek mines? 
____ ____



	5. The largest bird of prey in the world is the Andean species of what giant vulture? 
______
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	1. Janitor Sylvester P. Smythe was the dopey mascot of what Mad magazine copycat founded in 1958? 
_______



	2. The theme song of what now-canceled FX series reminded its now-canceled comedian protagonist, “You’re gonna die”? 
_____



	3. Football Hall of Famer Elroy Hirsch was better known by his nickname, which referred to what “Crazy” body part of his? 
____



	4. Baltimore entrepreneur Duff Goldman is known as “the Ace of” what food? 
_____



	5. What was the capital of Burma until its spelling was officially changed to “Yangon” in 1989? 
_______
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	1. What Scottish cousin to the jig is called a cor in Ireland and is now one of the state folk dances of Virginia? 
____



	2. What type of short, camouflaged football pass can target a wide receiver in its “bubble” or “jailbreak” types? 
______



	3. The New York Times called Malibu’s Paradise Cove, where Matthew McConaughey and Pamela Anderson have lived, “America’s most glamorous” what kind of park? 
_______



	4. What R&B star scored #1 hits in three consecutive decades when he topped the charts with 2010’s “OMG,” from his album Raymond v. Raymond? 
_____



	5. In 1987, Gary Fish changed his last name to “Redenbacher” so he could appear in his grandpa’s ads for what kind of food? 
_______
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	1. What Chinese language has over 955 million native speakers, more than twice the total for any other? 
________



	2. Former movie stars John Gavin and Shirley Temple each went on to serve in what US government position? 
__________



	3. What elderly Muppet Show regular helps his friend Statler heckle Fozzie Bear? 
_______



	4. What Nabisco brand comes in Crackerfuls, Bits, and Fresh Stacks varieties? 
____



	5. What 1725 cycle of violin concertos is the best-known work of Venetian baroque composer Antonio Vivaldi? 
___ ____ _______
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	1. The northern lights are the “borealis” form of what atmospheric display caused by solar wind? 
______



	2. A Glasgow pop group is named for what Great Pyrenees dog and her boy, Sebastian, from a 1965 children’s TV show? 
_____



	3. What last book of poetry by Sylvia Plath was named for an “airy spirit” from Shakespeare’s The Tempest? 
_____



	4. What white flower is used to make scented tea in China and was a symbol of the Arab Spring revolution in Tunisia? 
_______



	5. What daughter of chief Powhatan was played by Q’orianka Kilcher in Terrence Malick’s film The New World? 
__________
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	1. What athletic conference’s eight teams include the Penn Quakers, Columbia Lions, and Brown Bears? 
___ ______



	2. In Genesis 29, whom does Jacob work seven years to marry—only to wind up with her sister Leah? 
______



	3. The five Iroquois nations were the Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and what fifth (and easternmost) tribe? 
______



	4. What chimp with an imperial name is the protagonist of the 2011 movie Rise of the Planet of the Apes and its sequels? 
______



	5. Even though Utah ranks 24th nationwide in honey production, what is the state’s official emblem? 
_______
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	1. What former presidential candidate was born in the Panama Canal Zone in 1936? 
____ ______



	2. What Oregon novelist was inspired by his job working in a veterans’ hospital to write One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest? 
___ _____



	3. What late sportscaster and Raiders coach has sold 130 million copies of his NFL video game? 
____ ______



	4. What TV band, despite not really existing, topped the pop charts in 1970 with “I Think I Love You”? 
___ _________ ______



	5. What former Montgomery, Alabama, seamstress became the first woman to lie in state in the US Capitol when she died in 2005? 
____ _____
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	1. What Irish vampire left Buffy the Vampire Slayer in 1999 to move to LA and his own spin-off? 
_____



	2. In 1908, Frank N. Meyer brought a new, sweeter variety of what fruit back to the US from China? 
_____



	3. What predator is the national animal of five Asian countries, including Bangladesh, South Korea, and Malaysia? 
_____



	4. What is Greg Focker’s much-mocked occupation in the Meet the Parents movies? 
_____



	5. What rock band lost its guitarist, Ty Longley, to a tragic Rhode Island nightclub fire in 2003? 
_____ _____





[image: ] WHAT’S THE KENNECTION?





94


	1. The title letter of TV’s V stood for what race of aliens invading Earth? 
___ ________



	2. What famed Martin Luther King speech ends, “Thank God almighty, we are free at last”? 
_ ____ _ _____



	3. What Billy Crystal Saturday Night Live character would tell his guests, “You look mah-velous”? 
________



	4. The 1906 International Radiotelegraphic Convention officially adopted what code in place of CQD? 
___



	5. In June 1965, France refused to take part in a 150th anniversary ceremony to be held at what Belgian battlefield? 
________
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	1. In what 1996 comedy did Woody Harrelson play a bowling prodigy who lost his right hand to a ball return machine? 
_______



	2. According to the musical On the Town, in New York, “the Bronx is up and” what southernmost tip of Manhattan “is down”? 
___ _______



	3. Turkey’s 1.2-mile Çanakkale Bridge is the world’s longest bridge of what type, in which the deck is hung below massive cables? 
__________



	4. What company’s famed Stratocaster has been played by guitarists from Clapton to Hendrix to Kurt Cobain? 
______



	5. What NBA team started out in Fort Wayne, Indiana, before moving to Detroit in 1957? 
___ _______
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	1. The 1956 Summer Olympics were the only ones ever played in December, as they were held in what Australian city? 
_________



	2. What 5th-century bishop of Hippo wrote The City of God and Confessions? 
__ _________



	3. In what city would you find the Hermitage Museum, founded in 1764 by Catherine the Great? 
__ __________



	4. In what Virginia Woolf novel does the title character spend a century as a man and another two centuries as a woman? 
_______



	5. What Ohio river is the namesake for the university whose RedHawks team has been called “the Cradle of Coaches”? 
_____
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	1. What Australian city is home to an iconic Harbour Bridge as well as Jørn Utzon’s famous opera house? 
______



	2. What destructive yellow Lab is the subject of John Grogan’s 2005 memoir about Life and Love with the World’s Worst Dog? 
______



	3. What’s the specific name for a dot on dominoes and dice? 
___



	4. Who had an unlikely hit in 1968 with his ukulele cover of “Tiptoe Through the Tulips”? 
____ ___



	5. What illusionist and Claudia Schiffer ex was the first living magician with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame? 
_____ ___________
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	1. What horse did Tonto tell “Get ’em up” after the Lone Ranger gave his hearty “Hi-yo, Silver”? 
_____



	2. What was the subtitle of the 2011 X-Men movie set in 1962, during the Cuban Missile Crisis? 
_____ _____



	3. What key is found to the left of the 0 on a standard telephone keypad? 
____



	4. Beginning in 1971, John Gilchrist played the hard-to-please younger brother in TV ads for what breakfast cereal? 
____



	5. Bill Clinton’s Secret Service code name was what creature, which also appears on the presidential seal? 
_____
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	1. The movie There Will Be Blood begins with Daniel Day Lewis’s character discovering what? 
___



	2. James Brown and Aretha Franklin have been called the “Godfather” and “Queen” of what musical genre? 
____



	3. Broccoli, cauliflower, and brussels sprouts are all cultivars developed from what other vegetable? 
_______



	4. What alkaloid was commonly used as a pesticide when it was first extracted from tobacco leaves in the 17th century? 
________



	5. In Greek mythology, Zeus’s lightning bolts were forged by Cyclopes, giants who each had only one what? 
___
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	1. What “mighty” Eskimo did Bob Dylan and Manfred Mann sing about in 1967? 
_____



	2. Tik-Tok, the Sawhorse, and Jack Pumpkinhead all live in what fantasy land created by L. Frank Baum? 
__



	3. What was the last name of the Kentucky family famous for feuding with “Devil Anse” Hatfield and his West Virginia clan? 
_____



	4. What 2012 movie about a Martian adventurer became a legendary flop that cost Disney over $200 million? 
____ ______



	5. The game of Monopoly comes with 32 small green pieces, each representing one what? 
_____
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	1. What US president, nicknamed “Old Hickory,” fought 13 duels in his pre–White House days? 
______ _______



	2. Who wrote in his diary on August 3, 1492, “I should not proceed by land to the East, as is customary, but by a Westerly route”? 
___________ ________



	3. In 2012, historians rediscovered the only known voice recording of what “Iron Chancellor” and father of modern Germany? 
____ ___ ________



	4. The last words of what Elizabethan courtier, beheaded at the Tower of London in 1618, were “Strike, man, strike!”? 
______ _______



	5. What pioneer is called the “Father of Texas” because he led the first Anglo-American colony there in 1821? 
_______ ______
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	1. What combination of lettuce, tomato, bacon, chicken, avocado, egg, and blue cheese was named for the owner of Hollywood’s Brown Derby restaurant? 
____ _____



	2. Because it was 2001, Bill Cosby was the guest of honor when the Utah legislature made what dessert its official state snack? 
____ _



	3. What animals get eaten by the Walrus and the Carpenter in Lewis Carroll’s famous poem? 
_______



	4. What Spanish tomato soup did Siri help Samuel L. Jackson make in a TV ad for the iPhone 4S? 
________



	5. What Madeleine Stowe soap on ABC followed Amanda Clarke’s return to the Hamptons to bring down the powerful Grayson family? 
_______
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	1. In what British sport might the bowler attempt to confuse the batsman with a bouncer or a googly? 
_______



	2. What creature lives under the bridge in the story “The Three Billy Goats Gruff”? 
_____



	3. In 2004, a festival in the Philippines used 264 quarts of whipped cream and 6,800 pounds of fruit to set a new Guinness record for the largest of what summer dessert ever made? 
__________ _________



	4. What title character of a Tom Petty hit was “raised on promises” but “had one little promise she was gonna keep”? 
________ ____



	5. In a series of TV ads for Australian tourism, actor Paul Hogan promised to “slip an extra shrimp on the” what for us? 
______
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	1. What Fleetwood Mac cover was the only Dixie Chicks song ever to top the Billboard Adult Contemporary chart? 
_________



	2. “Lord of the flies” is a literal translation of the name of what biblical devil? 
_________



	3. What Pisan astronomer spent the last decade of his life under house arrest for teaching the heresy that Earth orbits the Sun? 
_______



	4. What clever barber of Seville had his “Marriage” recounted in a famous Mozart opera? 
______



	5. In February 2016, what Comcast-owned movie ticketing company bought the Rotten Tomatoes website? 
________
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	1. Bill Walton, Ralph Sampson, and Zach Edey are the only repeat winners of the men’s Naismith College Player of the Year award in what sport? 
__________



	2. In Freudian psychology, conscious awareness is what part of the mind that works to satisfy the desires of the unconscious id? 
___



	3. Unlike street drivers, most NASCAR teams use nitrogen, which contains less moisture, in what part of the car? 
_____



	4. What 650 tissues in your body are composed of slow-twitch and fast-twitch fibers? 
_______



	5. What property of a cylinder can be calculated by multiplying pi times the radius squared times the height? 
___ ______
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	1. Patrick Stewart narrated what 2012 comedy about John Bennett and his lifelong companion, a talking bear? 
___



	2. In radio parlance, what word meaning “I understand” is often paired with “wilco,” meaning “I will comply”? 
_____



	3. Which book of the Bible explains the Jewish holiday of Purim as a tribute to the title woman’s courage? 
______



	4. In what US state would you find Dollywood? 
_________



	5. With an average surface temperature of 863°F, what’s the hottest planet in the solar system? 
_____
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	1. The movie No Country for Old Men was actually set in two countries: the United States and what second one? 
______



	2. What brand of Hershey’s peppermint patties are sold with the tagline “Get the sensation”? 
____



	3. What British gold coin was long valued at one pound plus an extra shilling? 
______



	4. What billiard table company went on to invent automatic bowling pinsetters in 1955 and air hockey in 1972? 
_________



	5. Joan of Arc is sometimes called “the Maid of” what French city? 
_______
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	1. What Dutch singer with a Mexican-sounding name was a 1982 one-hit wonder with his cover of “Puttin’ on the Ritz”? 
____



	2. What 1970s TV series starred William Conrad, who described himself as “an overfed walrus,” as the title private eye? 
______



	3. In what newspaper comic strip did the legend of the Great Pumpkin debut on October 26, 1959? 
_______



	4. What Thailand-set adventure film was the first lead role Leonardo DiCaprio took after becoming a megastar thanks to Titanic? 
___ _____



	5. What small pet was banned by the FDA in 1975 to prevent the spread of salmonella? 
______
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	1. What actor who played George Michael Bluth on TV’s Arrested Development also wrote for the show in its final season? 
_______ ____



	2. What country star sang about her boredom with Brad Pitt, Elvis, Tarzan, and John Wayne in her hit “That Don’t Impress Me Much”? 
______ _____



	3. What actor met his wife, Blake Lively, on the set of the movie Green Lantern? 
____ ________



	4. In 1988, “the Trade” dealt what hockey player to the Kings in exchange for Jimmy Carson, Martin Gélinas, cash, and draft picks? 
_____ _______



	5. What actor explored the world of Trekkies in his memoir and documentary called Get a Life!? 
_______ _______
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	1. What name did Bill Clinton, Magic Johnson, Golda Meir, and Burt Reynolds all give their autobiographies? 
__ ____



	2. What second-largest Soviet city changed its name back to Saint Petersburg in 1991? 
_________



	3. What classic Albert Camus novel begins with the famous opening sentence “Mother died today”? 
___ ________



	4. What atmospheric force do meteorologists measure with a barometer? 
________



	5. Bruno Mars says that Joe Cocker’s “You Are So Beautiful” inspired what song, Mars’s Grammy-winning debut single? 
____ ___ ___ ___ ___
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	1. Bunk’d was a spin-off of what Disney Channel sitcom, about a Texas teenager who comes to New York to nanny for the Ross family? 
______



	2. In Sophocles’s first play about Oedipus, he gave him what title, the Latin word for “king”? 
___



	3. What “Little” nursery rhyme character has lost her sheep, and doesn’t know where to find them? 
__ ____
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